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N.Y. Dailies’ Radioesque Rooftops: 
Old and New Methods Fight It Out 








By BOB LANDRY 

An aviator flying over Manhattan 
these days would note through his 
binoculars that, among others, the 
buildings housing the Times, the 
Herald-Tribune, the News, the Post, 
the World-Telegram and the Jour- 
nal-American have no nests for car- 
rier pigeons, but are newly adorned 
with all sorts of radio masts, direc- 
tional beams, criss-crossed wires 
and an odd arrangement of rods suit- 
able for framing a scarecrow, but 
identified as an RCA television ap- 
paratus,. The modern metropolitan 
daily is very definitely and numer- 
ously wired for overhead sound in 
addition to the usual land-lines. Sub- 
tracted from television, which is a 
mere novelty, and from the domestic 
antenna that has a lead-in to the 
radio columnist so he can hear Bing 
Crosby, the reason for the new 
style in journalistic roof-tops is the 
European war and the ever-present 
possibility of scoring a scoop or get- 
ting a tip ahead of the slower, more 
orthodox channels. 

The ‘radio watch’ is a new ad- 
junct to modern newspaper publish- 
ing. In some cases it is a 24-hour 
vigil, in others it ends with the 
daily’s own deadline. The hours be- 
tween 5-9 p. m. are the busiest, the 
staff of the News probably the 
largest, as its glass-enclosed cubicles 
are the most sight-seeable, 

Meantime in Valhalla, N. Y., the 
United Press keeps tuned constantly 
to a powerful transmitter in neutral 
Amsterdam, Holland, with which it 
has contractual relationships. From 
there comes much U. P, news, ad- 
dressed, by dot-dash, at what is said 
to be the best per-word rate extant 
for war news. Press Wireless, Inc., 

(Continued on page 12) 


Glamour Girl Part Of 
Politics Showmanship 
In Milwaukee’s Race 


Milwaukee, Jan. 23. 


Showmanship in politics is being 
demonstrated by Carl F. Zeidler, 32, 
who resigned his job as assistant city 
attorney to run as an independent 
candidate for mayor against Daniel 
W. Hoan, Socialist executive of the 
municipality for the last 24 years. 
Former is getting the crowds as well 
ag pages of publicity, although the 
campaign has just opened. 

Zeidler has two pretty girl accor- 
dionists, attractively garbed, enter- 
tain audiences for half an hour be- 
fore he makes his entrance on the 
Stage to speak. Two other glamour 
8irls in evening gowns distribute 
cards and pamphlets. 

When the candidate talks about a 
new union depot, which the town 








has needed and talked about for a! 


Quarter of a century, he has a prop 
locomotive whistle in the background 
punctuate his remarks. After pan- 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Refused to Be Female 


Impersonator; Expelled 
Mexico City, Jan. 23. 

Mario Moreno, stage comedian, 

was expelled from the Mexican 


actors association because he re- 
fused to play the lead in a revue 
house here of a parody on ‘The 
Women,’ current at the National the- 
atre. Moreno told the association 
that he considered the parody not 
only a poor one and beneath his dig- 
nity to do, but that not for any pay 
would he appear on the stage dressed 
as a woman, as his part in the piece 
would demand. 


Moreno was expelled from the 
union for ‘rebelliousness.’ 


SUPERMAN T00 
HEROIC FOR 
RADIO 


There will be no radio version 
of the cartoon strip, ‘Superman’ as 
far as the networks are concerned. 
Erwin, Wasey & Co. picked on this 
new type of Dick Merriwell charac- 
ter as a medium to sell kid listen- 
ers on Hecker cereals but the webs 
have thumbed it down as a pro- 
tagonist of too much horror stuff. 
The webs also didn’t like the pro- 
posed script’s war and spy theme. 

The ‘Superman’ character is 
clothed with unlisted physical and 
mental powers and performs the 
most amazing feats of daring. He 
can cope with planes attacking him 
with death rays and hold up bombed 
Skyscrapers until the occupants of 
top stories make their way to safety. 
All this and much more was deemed 
by the networks as too much to un- 
load on adolescent listeners, or 
worthy of inciting further kickbacks 
from parents and teachers associa- 
tions. 


Elsa Maxwell May Fill 
Marie Dressler’s Shoes 














Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Elsa Maxwell is under considera- 
tion by Warners for the name role 
in ‘Tugboat Annie,’ to be made as 
the first of the Bryan Foy produc- 
tions for °’40-41. Marie Dressler 





| played the role in Metro’s ‘Annie’ 
six years ago. 

It’s figured Miss Maxwell is the 
closest approach to the Norman 
Reilly Raine fiction character, run- 
‘ning in Satevepost for years, to be 
ifound since Miss Dressler’s death. 





| 


WON'T TOLERATE 
ANY HINDRANCES 


Ryan, LaGuardia’s Aide, An- 
swering Rumors Majors 
May Tie Up Eastern 
Studios, Hints at Threat 
of Anti-Trust Laws — 
Doubts, However, That 
Film Companies Would 
Make Such a Move 








7 FEATURES SET 





Hollywood yesterday (Tuesday) 
was subtly ‘warned’ not to attempt 


to place any barriers in the path of 
..ew York film production. Clen- 
dennin J. Ryan, Jr., recently ap- 
pointed N. Y. commerce commis- 
sioner and very active in connec- 
tion with Mayor F, H. LaGuardia’s 
drive to bring extensive film pro- 
duction east, intimates that there 
may be trouble for Hollywood via 
the anti-trust laws if suspected 
hindrances are raised to stymie La- 
Guardia’s plans. 

While discounted in some quar- 
ters, but viewed with suspicion in 
others as possibly having some 
foundation, reports gained circula- 
tion over the weekend that Holly- 
wood is seeking ways and means of 
placing obstacles in the path of en- 
couraging eastern production, either 
by majors or independents. Gist of 
the unofficial report was that all 
plants in and around New York 


(Continued on page 46) 


Film Director Faces Mob 
Scene He Couldn’t Handle, 
And All Because of Hitler 


Paris, Jan. 10. 

Pierre Tytis, directing ‘Mes 
Crimes,’ with the horrors of the Nazi 
regime as the theme, was mobbed 
and pitched out of a large Paris de- 
partment store by an angry mob last 
week when he attempted to buy a 
picture frame for a photograph of 
Hitler. 

Tytis was seeking a frame suit- 
able for a permanent prop in a god 
laid against the background of the} 


| 











Ice Shows, Rinks In Big Biz Class: 
Henie Drew $214,000 Into N. Y. Garden 





1,000 Girls Made Jobless 
By Anti-Gambling Drive 


_ Minneapolis, Jan. 23, 

More than 1,000 local girls, jobless 
since the lid went on here and the 
game of ‘14’ was halted in taverns 
and cafes, are organizing to try to 
legalize the dice shaking. 

If this isn’t done, they say, the Rev. 
Henry Saltau, head of the law en- 
forcement league that has cleaned up 
the town, ‘should take us in and feed 
us,’ the girls declare. ‘Something has 
to be done, or we'll all be on relief,’ 
is the girls’ ultimatum, 


NO HIGH HATS 
AT N.Y. FAIR 
IN 40 


A more democratic regime at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair for the second 
year has been indicated for some 
time, and the promotional litera- 
ture aimed to attract exhibitors and 
concessionaires is patterned along 
such lines. 

Recently issued brochure promi- 
nently carries the comment: ‘You 
may have been one of the business 
executives who said ‘Too Many 
High Hats. What they needed was 
5-cent hamburgers.’ The quotation 
originated in Look magazine, which 
was critical of the Fair administra- 
tion last season. Booklet also sets 
forth the idea that there were ‘too 
many $10 dinners.’ 

Already settled that general admis- 
sion to the Fair is to be 50c, chil- 
dren being admitted for 25c. On 
one day each week, kids’ tickets will 
be 10c. 


Artie Shaw To Make 
Comeback Via Film 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Artie Shaw’s comeback as a band 
leader will be in a picture to be 














Reichstag fire. After complaining to| made by Boris Morros. Story will 


the floorwalker that none of the | 
frames was suitable, he attempted | 
to insert Hitler’s picture into one of | 


be based on his life. Deal was set 
on the Coast last week in confabs by 
Shaw, Morros and Tommy Rockwell, 


the holders to ascertain how it would | his agent. Contracts are to be signed 


appear. That started the trouble. 

The floorwalker screamed insults | 
at Tytis and a crowd pounded on> 
the startled director who couldn’t | 
convince the crowd who he was. | 
They tore his clothes and tossed him | 
out of the store. He was forced to. 
seek help from the police and show 
his identity papers. 


| 
‘ 


this week. 

A new crew is being organized for 
Shaw by Rockwell and the bands- 
man, who suddenly scrammed out of 
N. Y. and the music business last 
fall because jitterbugs gave him an 
ache. Shaw, who has a splintered 
bone, will be laid up another month 
with his leg in a cast. 





¥ 


What has undeniably graduated 
into big business is the operation of 
ice rinks and ice shows. In the lat- 
ter category the top attractions are 
the ‘Hollywood Ice Revue’ and the 
‘Ice Follies,’ the former having a 
distinct edge through the presence of 
Sonja Henie, Show with the little 
blonde Norwegian star grossed $214,- 
000 last week at Madison Square 
Garden, a new high. Last year the 
Garden gate was $204,000. Ticket 
top was $4.40, with standees during 
the latter part of the week at $1.65 
each. 

Next biggest gross drawn by Sonja 
Henie’s outfit was in Chicago, where 
the takings were $180,000 at $3.30 top. 
The management of the Henie outfit 
is headquartered in that city. Hook- 
up started as partially promotion by 
20th Century-Fox, in light of Miss 
Henie’s high picture rating, but has 
turned out to be highly profitable. 

‘Ice Follies’ is controlled by sev- 
eral skaters in that show and is the 
rurner-up in popularity. Other rink 
attractions include an English revue, 
called the ‘International Ice Revue,’ 
and another, mostly limited to the 
Garden, presented by the Skating 
Club of New York, 

Miss Henie’s show has been touring 
since Dec, 2 and is routed until Feb. 
18, but additional stands may be 
booked. It is directed and operated 
by Arthur M. Wirtz, a young Chi- 
cago attorney, and William H. 
Burke, general manager. They op- 
erate rinks in Chi, Detroit, Omaha 
and Indianapolis, In the summer 
the Wirtz-Burke combo stages the 
Olympic circus, a two-ring outfit 
that has been quite profitable, and 
it also promotes boxing shows. In- 
terested with them is James Norris, 
prominent grain operator, and_ his 
son, who owns the Red Wings, De- 
troit professional hockey team. 


Detroit Asks $125,000 


For Publicity Campaign 
To Take Curse Off City 


Detroit, Jan. 23. 

Detroit’s out to scare up $125,000 
cash to prove this town is still De- 
troit, the Dynamic. The money is 
going to be spent on an advertising 
campaign to take the curse off the 
adverse publicity Detroit has been 
getting as a strike center. 

The city’s new mayor, young Ed- 
ward Jeffries, recently took a slug at 
the businessmen, saying they were 
going around with long faces, wail- 
ing the blues, and the cash campaign, 
aimed at the business and manufac- 
turing leaders, came right on the 
heels of the squawk. 

Detroit is going to be ballyed with 
plenty of advertising in the trade 
and professional publications. Amuse- 
ment places are going to be asked to 
kick in heavily, too, since the town 
feels that it is one of the country’s 
leading convention cities, and the 
night life and show trade reaps heav- 
‘ily from Detroit’s industry. 
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WB Chiefs Huddle in N. Y. on ’40-41 
Sked; Budgets Up to $2,500,000, No B 








Jack L. Warner, arriving east 
Monday (22) for home office hud- 
dles on production matters, adminis- 
tration discussions, and for attend- 
ance at the Rainbow Division dinner 
at the Waldorf tonight (Wed.), re- 
turns to the Coast Friday (26), Ex- 
pectation is that the lineup for 1940- 
41 and producing plans, supposedly 
calling for a reduced program to 40 
features, will be discussed. 

Albert Warner, who has been in 
Miami, gets in today (Wed.), while 
Sam Schneider, Warner executive 


close to Harry Warner, came east 
Friday (19) from Burbank. 


On arrival, Jack Warner stated 
that the company's budgeting calls 
for films to be made at a scale rang- 
ing from $350,000 to $2,500,000, and 
that there would be no reduction. 
The Warner policy, said the com- 
pany’s v.p. in charge of production, 
will be to provide no room for what 
he termed ‘eye-burners,’ referring to 
small-budgeted, quickly -thrown - to- 
gether B product, 

Warner's estimate was that pro- 
duction costs had risen 400%, with 
result that the film costing $175,000 
four years ago now would cost $700,- 
000, with the same cast used. 


PAR BD WILL 
ACT ON NEW 
STUDIO 





Leonard’s New M-G Deal 


As Producer, Director, 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Robert Z. Leonard worked out a 
new deal with Metro by which he 
makes three pictures annually, one 
as a director, under producer Hunt 
Stromberg, and two as a producer. 

First effect of the new agreement 
is to relieve Leonard of the di- 
rection of the retakes on ‘New Moon,’ 
which have been turned over to 
W. S. Van Dyke. Leonard takes 
over the directorial job on ‘Pride and 
Prejudice,’ slated to roll soon. 
Stromberg and Leonard have worked 
together on ‘The Great Ziegfeld’ and 
‘Maytime.’ 


Irving Trust Will 
Turn Over RKO 





Assets Fri. (26) 





Federal Judge William Bondy in N. | 


Y. Thursday (18) signed the offi- 
cial order directing Irving Trust, 
RKO’s trustee, to turn over all as- 
sets now in its hands to the re- 


organized company. The order was 


filed Saturday (20) and Irving Trust 
will make the turnover on Friday 
(26). 

The only change in the form of 


PICTURES 
Small in Georgia 


| _ Edward Small, who arrived in 
‘New York from the Coast on Satur- 
‘day (20), planed out early the fol- 
‘lowing morning for Savannah, Ga., 
| where his mother is seriously ill. 

He has no definite plans other 
than to remain in the southern city 
until his mother is out of danger. 
He may then return to N. Y., or fly 
directly to the Coast. - 


WB PAYS OFF 
1! MILLION IN 
BANK LOANS 


_ Long-term loan of $5,000,000 ob- 
_ tained last month by Warner Bros. 
| was employed in paying off $1,500,- 
‘000 of outstanding notes held by 
three different banks, enabling the 
company to cut its interest payments 
over periods extending to 1944 and 
paving the way ostensibly to econo- 
mize additionally on short-term, 


high interest notes. Loan was made 
/ On secured promissory notes from 




















t 





| the Connecticut Mutual Life Insur- 
' ance Co., extending for 15 years. 


By terms of this loan, semi-annual 
payments will be made at the rate 
of $250,000 starting June 15 this year 
and extending through Dec. 15, 1941. 
.After that, semi-annual payments 
drop down to $150,000, starting June 
15, 1942 and going through June 15, 
1954. There is a final payment of 
$250,000 due Dec. 1954. Arrange- 
| ments were made also whereby this 
|loan can be paid on six months 
/notice in five years, with a mild 
| premium attached to such payment. 


| The $1,000,000 payment made Dec. 





order was to have Irving Trust re- | 27 represented notes due Oct. 1 this 


Wednesday, January 24, 1949 


The Ferry to Hoboken 4 


By BILL HALLIGAN 




















Hollywood, Jan. 23, 


looked up at the date it suddenly occurred to us that we wer 
any more, The date was April, 1922, and 1 see by the entry that we wer 
leaving for Paris and points east with Mr. Jack Dempsey, Damon ema 
a youth named Joe Benjamin, Teddy Hayes, the trainer, and Mr. ject 
Kearns, the all-time spectacular good-time charlie of managers. 

All the lads mentioned are still alive and kicking. As a matter o 
saw Joe Benjamin at Santa Anita yesterday. He was looking at 
year-old of Bing Crosby’s in the paddock and telling Winnie s 
plump and handsome as ever, that some day he hoped to have a Derby 
candidate as good. I wouldn’t be surprised if Mr. Benjamin succeeded 
He is a remarkable young man. Just then Mr, Bryan Foy, who was the 
Orson Welles of his day, came along with Mr. Lew Brice, the fashion plate 
and we got to talking about ship concerts. I recalled the one we had on 
the Aquitania that gentle April night and if I was a betting man, which 
I am, I would lay a little odds that there never was a better entertainment 
aboard ship than the one we had that evening. 

It so happened that Mr. David Wark Griffith was also a passenger, and 
the purser prevailed upon the maker of ‘The Birth of a Nation’ to be the 
master of ceremonies. Tommy Lyman and Ray Barton were on the skiff 
on their way to Paris to work for Maurice Movet, who had been the run. 
ner-up with the Castles creating the dance rage that had swept America 
and made the ballroom dancers rich. Lyman and Barton opened the show 
with some songs, then we had the Dolly Sisters. Billy McDermott, the 
tramp comic, told some wheezes; Carl Randall danced; Jack Dempsey and 
Al Woods, the manager, told a few stories, and then Benjamin and 
Dempsey boxed an exhibition. We collected a lot of money for the Seg. 
men’s Fund that night, with Kearns throwing in $1,000 as if it was a 
one-pound note. 

We got into Southampton the next morning, and Charlie Cochrane, 
Sparrow Robinson, Floyd Gibbons and Trevor (Yank) Wignal were down 
to meet us and hustle us off to the Marquis of Queensbury’s estate for 
luncheon. The Derby was only two days away, and Steve Donaghue, the 
great English jockey, was there, and gave us a tip on the ‘iorse he was 
riding. We all bet 4 little, but Kearns was down for a chunk and then 
the unusual happened. The horse won at eight to one, and we were on a 
champagne and caviar diet the rest of the stay in England. 

We left for Paris the next night, and Nell Henry’s New York bar was 
turned into a mint. Hank Wales, Basil Woon, Arno Fleurot and Erskin 
Qwynne, all American correspondents, convinced us that sleep was a non- 
essential. Mrs. Henry B. Harris, Arthur Hopkins, Margaret Hawksworth 
and Peggy Hopkins Joyce all took turns in showing us the sights. We 
shoved off for Berlin a day later, and how we ever got off the train at the 
Zoological Gardens (the 125th street of Berlin) was a mystery. There were 
10,000 people at the station to see Dempsey arrive. Walter Rutt, the 
six-day bicycle rider, had come down to Frankfort to meet the train, and 
he was our interpreter and guide. Hiram Bloomingdale, the New York 
merchant, and Bill Fleischmann, the yeast king’s brother, were the only 
Americans in Berlin we knew, but they made up for it by seeing we 
missed nothing. 

We dined at Hillers, Heinrhots and Lauers and at night we went dancing 
at the Mascotte and Eldorado. 


e€ not so young 


f fact, ] 
a two- 
heehan, 





serve $64,625 as payment to be made 
to Chemical Bank and Trust Co., 
trustee under the collateral note in- 


Board meeting of Paramount, 


year and April 1, 1941. The $500,- 
000 note paid at the same time was 
not due until] April, 1944. Company 


rado. 


Joyce. 


I have never seen anything like the Eldo- 
We were all set to go back to London to see the Carpentier-Kid 
Lewis fight when Dempsey got a wire from Paris from Peggy Hopkins 
The London trip was off. We went back to the Champs Elysee, 


scheduled for tomorrow (Thurs.), 
promises to be one of the most im- 
portant sessions of the directorate 
during the past year, although some 
matters coming up for discussion 
may be tabled for further considera- 
tion. 

With Y. Frank Freeman, vice- 
president, on from the Coast, action 
may be taken concerning the pro- 
posed building of a new studio on 
the far outskirts of Hollywood to- 
ward Santa Monica. While the 
ground has been purchased, no de- | 
cision has been reached to go ahead | 
with erection, nor, from understand- 
ing, has Paramount determined as 
to disposition of its present property 
in the heart of Hollywood, which is 
very valuable due to location. | 
Keith Glennon, studio operating | 
head, came on from the Coast last 
week to participate in the discus- 
sions, 

While Freeman is east, it is ex- 
pecied that program plans for 1940- 
41 will be discussed. It is under- 
stood the company will make fewer 
pictures, but that no figure has been 
determined upon, though 40 has been 
reported as the probable number.. 

Freeman came east by way of New 
Orleans, with E. V. Richards, an- 
other director, accompanying him 
from that point. 


COAST PREVIEW 
PACT SQUAWKS 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Producers at their next. meeting 
will air the preview situation. War- 
ners and 20th-Fox are accused of 
breaching the agreement to clear 
previews through the Hays office. 


Other majors threaten to compete 
against their dates unless the two 
studios again respect the agreement, 
which limits previews of A pictures 
to one a night. 














SAILINGS 


Feb. 2 (Los Angeles to Honolulu} 
Ray Kinney (Lurline). 


Jan. 20 (South Sea cruise) Mr. and 
Mrs. Cole Porter (Kungsholm). 


Jan. 19 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 


denture dated July 1, 1931. The 
bank is turning back to RKO all as- 
sets pledged with it, and was un- 
willing to do so unless its claim for 
services was first taken care of. 
Bondy allowed the bank $4,699 dis- 
bursements and had Irving Trust 
hold the amount sought by the bank 
and its attorneys until he decides 
how much the services are worth. 

Actual return of assets consists of 
sitting around a table and handing 


papers from Irving Trust to RKO | 


representatives, with men from both 
companies checking each item off the 


list until the transaction is com- 
pleted. 


On Wedneday 


allowances by George W. Alger, spe- 
cial master, who had received $34,- 
500 to date. Alger refused to specify 
an account, leaving that to the dis- 
cretion of the court. He was paid 
many compliments by Hamilton C. 
Rickaby, representing Atlas, who 
told the court the master’s services 
had been invaluable. 


Among some salient facts hereto- 
fore not reported contained in the 
transfer order, is the statement that 
Atlas will pick up the 249,272 shares 
of RKO common in the very near 
future, completing the underwriting 
agreement. In the event of liquida- 
tion or dissolution of the new com- 


to the holders of common stock, each 


plus accrued interest and dividends. 
Holders of preferred may convert to 
common at a ratio of eight to one 
at any time before April 11, 1947. 
The number of shares. of common , 


(17) Judge Bondy | 
reserved decision on applications for | 


pany, whether voluntary or involun- | 
tary, before any distribution is made | 


holder of preferred will receive $100 | 
for each share of preferred held, | 


made no estimate of the saving in 
interest as a result of these repay- 
ments, but it obviously was material, 
particularly on the 1944 note, 


ELECT WANGER 
_ ACADEMY PREZ 











Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
| Walter Wanger was elected presi- 
‘dent of the Academy of Motion Pic- 
| ture Arts and Sciences, succeeding 
| Frank Capra, who refused a third 
term, but was drafted to fill the job 
of first vice-president. 

Edward Arnold was named second 


v.p., Robert Riskin, secretary; John 
Aalberg, treasurer, and Donald Gled- 
hill, executive secretary. Selections 
were made by a board consisting of 
Ronald Colman, Capra, Cecil B. De- 
|Mille, Howard Estabrook, Clark 
Gable, Mervyn LeRoy, Robert Ris- 


kin, David O. Selznick, Douglas 
Shearer, James Stewart, Norman 
Taurog, Wanger, Sam Wood and 


Darryl Zanuck. 


The art direction award commit- 
tee, headed by Max Parker, nom- 


inated 12 pictures from which the | 


final winner will be selected. Films 
are: 


‘Beau Geste,’ Paramount; ‘Captain 
Fury,’ Hal Roach; ‘First Love,’ Uni- 
versal; ‘Gone With the Wind,’ Selz- 
nick - International; ‘Love Affair,’ 
| RKO; ‘Man of Conquest,’ Republi¢: 
‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,’ Co- 
lumbia; ‘Private Lives of Elizabeth 
and Essex,’ Warners; ‘The Rains 
Came,’ 20th-Fox; ‘Stage Coach,’ Wal- 


Runyon, Dempsey and I, the rest of the gang left for England. Billy 
Euraziz, a gay young blade from the Argentine, had committed suicide in 
the Claridge hotel, and the Paris press intimated that it was on account of 
Peggy Joyce, who was rarely ever seen on the boulevards without Henri 
Letellier, the owner of Le Matin, one of the town’s biggest newspapers. 
Peggy wanted to sail to America at once, but the American consulate 
was closed and we couldn't get a visa for Katherine Maloney, a concert 
pianist from Ireland, who was Peggy’s companion. I got to -‘loyd Gibbons 
and Lincoln Eyre of the World and they wired the consul at Cherbourg 
and fixed the matter in 10 minutes. 

The next day Runyon and I sailed on the Mauretania, and Peggy was 
on the boat. She gave me a small box to carry, and it wasn’t until a 
day or two later that I found out it was her jewel case with half of 
Cartier’s store in it. Miss Joyce was afraid that she might have some 
difficulty landing, so I wired Bill Fallon, the New York barrister, and 
Val O'Farrell, the Fifth avenue gumshoe, to meet the boat. 

While we were on the pier having the baggage examined, a couple of 
Mr. Whiskers’ sleuths invited me back aboard ship. They took me to a 
sumptuous stateroom and I thought they were going to give me a Turk- 
ish bath, because they stripped me right down to my running pants. They 
had an idea that I might have a few trinkets of Peggy's secreted in one 
of my four jowls that I had forgottent to declare. 

They were dead wrong, however, and I was plenty burned up, as you 
may well imagine. Not about the disrobing, though. They insisted on 
giving my trunk a second going over and down in the inside of the shoes 
they dug up about 20 bottles of kummel that I was sneaking in for my 
grand-aunt in Peekskill. I had nursed it all the way from Wertheimer’s 
department store in Berlin. Those secret agents are sure smart. They 
can smell kummel a mile. So what? We went over to Leonie’s that night 
for dinner and had all we wanted. 

How would you like to make the same trip sometime, pariner? 


A 


WALL STREET SEES U 
PROFIT OVER $1,000,000 


Universal’s financial statement, 
covering the fiscal year ended last 
Oct. 31, is due out next week. 

Company is expected to show be- 
tween $1,000,000 and $1,250,000 net 
earnings, according to Wall Street 
opinion. 


L. A. TO N. Y. 


David Blankenhorn. 





‘Forever’ for Shearer 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Norma Shearer gets the star spot 
in Metro’s ‘Forever,’ recently pur- 
chased from Janet Gaynor, who had 
acquired the yarn as a possible star- 
rer for herself. 

Cameras start in three weeks, with 
Sidney Franklin producing. 











‘HAWK’S’ FEMME LEAD 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Brenda Marshall gets the femme 
lead opposite Errol Flynn in ‘The 


Sea Hawk’ at Warners. 


Nate Blumberg. 


may be increased or decreased by a, ter Wanger; ‘The Wizard of Oz,’ 
majority vote cf the outstanding Metro; ‘Wuthering Heights,’ Samuel 
stock, and of the directors. Goldwyn. 
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Jack Kapp (Lurline), 











Harry Gittleson. 
Keith Glennon, 
Milt Hossfelt. 
Rochelle Hudson. 
Al Jolson. 
Florence Lake. 
Margaret Lindsay. 
Jane Loring. 
Jeffrey Lynn. 
Herbert MacIntyre. 
Al Margolies. 
Ned Marin. 

Louis B. Mayer. 
Wayne Morris. 
Joe Penner. 
William A. Scully. 
Robert Stack. 
John M. Stahl. 


Picture rolls Feb. 1. with Michael 
Curtiz directing. 


N. Y. TO L.A. 


Ingrid Bergman. 
Lon Chaney, Jr. 
John Cromwell. 
Ned Depinet. 
William Dieterle. 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
Robert A. Jones, 
Ray Kinney. 
Dennis F. O’Brien. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Felix Seymour. 
Ted Sisson. 
Kenneth Thomson. 











Jack L. Warner. Howard Strickling. 


We were thumbing the pages of an old diary yesterday and as we . : 
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RKO'S MANPOWER MOVE 


Mary Pickford Setting Up Producing 
Unit, But Expects Outside Star Role 





A 
~~ 
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Mary Pickford, arriving in New 
York last week, revealed that she 
will begin producing pictures with 
her own unit in the late spring and 
also may star in a film herself next 
season. She hopes to produce two 
pictures for release by United Artists, 
of which she is an owner, during the 
1940-41 season, and three films a year 
thereafter. Picture in which she ap- 
pears, however, will not be her own 
production, she declared. 

Tentatively set as the initial pro- 
ducing venture is “The Legion of Dis- 
honor,’ an original by Ivan Lebedeff. 
Screen treatment has been in prepa- 
ration on the Coast for the past three 
weeks by Seymour Robinson and Bill 
Bowers. In case she is dissatisfied 
with it, she said, her unveiler may 
be one of the top Broadway legit 
hits, for which she is bidding with 
reasonable chance of success, 

Film in which she may appear will 
be from a story she has outlined her- 
self. She is now confabbing with 
collaborators on working out a suit- 
able screenplay. It would trace the 
character of one woman from youth 
to old age. 


Ratoff to Direct 


Associated with Miss Pickford in 
producing will be a group of men 
headed by David Tournure, a former 
New Yorker now living in Santa 
Barbara, Cal. They have formed a 
stock company to handle the financ- 
ing. Miss Pickford said ‘it is unlikely, 
however, that they will finance her 
first picture, as she has the necessary 
coin herself and would rather see 
how the venture turns out before 
taking in outside associates. Direct- 
ing the tee-off film will be Gregory 
Ratoff, Miss Pickford said, who will 
also have a small financial interest. 

Production will be on the Samuel 
Goldwyn lot, where Miss Pickford 
maintains headquarters. These were 
recently taken over by James Roose- 
velt’s unit, but she has the right to 
reacquire them whenever she _ is 
ready to start work. She'll remain 
in New York until early March, while 
her husband, Buddy Rogers, fills the- 
atre dates in this territory. 


U OUTPUT SAME 
AS LAST YEAR 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Universal’s 1940-41 program is the 
same, numerically, as last year’s. It 
includes 43 features, seven westerns, 
seven action melodramas, four cliff- 
hangers, 13 two-reelers, 42 one-reel- 
ers and 104 newsreels. 

_Of the 43 features on the produc- 
tion list, four will be produced from 
the outside. Frank Lloyd has con- 
tracted to supply three and Jules 
Levey, one. 

Nate J. Blumberg, president, and 
William A. Scully, vice-president, 
returned to New York after a couple 
weeks of production huddles here. 

Number of pictures which Uni- 
versal plans for next season is the 
Same as for 1939-40 when the com- 
pany skedded 40 of its own and 
three which it was to distribute for 
Harry Edington. 


SILVERSTONE, FARNOL 
TO UA’S COAST HUDDLE 


Murray Silverstone, United Artists 
chief, planes for the Coast in about 
&@ week to confab on the company’s 
Program for 1940-41. He will be ac- 
companied by Lynn Farnol, head of 
advertising and publicity. Mrs. 
Farnol will precede them, heading 
Out by train today (Wednesday). 

Al Margolis, UA publicity chief, 
Teturned Monday (22) from a two- 
week Coast visit in the round robin 
by which members of the publicity 














Staff go out one by -one to keep | 


Others informed of activity. 


Loew-Lewin’s Initial 
UA Deal With Flotsam’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

First picture to be made by David 
L. Loew-Albert Lewin Productions 
is Eric Remarque’s ‘Flotsam,’ re- 
cently bought from Metro. 

New company will produce on the 
RKO-Pathe lot for United Artists re- 
lease. 


KORDA MOVES 
PRODUCTION 
T0 U.S. 


Decision by Alexander Korda to 
switch his film-making activity from 
England to Hollywood has been defi- 
nitely reached. He will start pro- 
duction on the Coast in April. First 
film will be ‘Jungle Boy,’ adapted 
from Kipling’s ‘Jungle Book.’ Star- 
ring in it will be Sabu, East Indian 
player whom Korda used in ‘Drums’ 
and ‘Elephant Boy’ and who will 
shortly be seen in ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ 

Second Korda production on the 
Coast has been tentatively set as 
‘Sinner,’ an adaptation of the novel 
‘Manon Lescaut,’ with Merle Oberon. 
This was originally promised for 
United Artists release by Korda on 
the 1939-40 schedule, but was impos- 
sible to make and deliver because of 
the war abroad. Like ‘Jungle Boy,’ 
it will be released on the 1940-41 
card, 

Sabu will arrive in the United 
States during the first week in Feb- 
ruary. He will precede work on the 
film with a tour through the coun- 
try, arranged by Morris Helprin, 
Korda’s U. S. rep, to plug ‘Thief of 
Bagdad,’ which will be released dur- 
ing the spring. Tour will be merely 
for press interviews and will not 
include any theatre dates or ‘such 
appearances. 

Korda’s ‘Over the Moon,’ which is 
now in Hollywood labs being printed, 
will be released March 27. With 
‘Bagdad’ it will make four of the 
five promised by Korda, ‘Sinner’ be- 
ing the other. He is also planning 
four for next season. 

Gabriel Pascal, English producer, 
who last week inked a three-year 
deal to make films enclusively for 
United Artists release, has named 
Emanuel Silverstone and Morris 
Helprin as his American represen- 
tatives. Silverstone and Helprin 
have served Korda in the same ca- 
pacity for a number of years and 
will act as his eastern reps when 
he switches to Hollywood. Silver- 
stone handles sales and Helprin ad- 
vertising and publicity. 

Pascal is currently prepping pro- 
duction on George Bernard Shaw’s 
‘Major Barbara.’ 


BLANCHE YURKA HAILED 
BY PAR AS FILM FIND 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Blanche Yurka, veteran legit ac- 
tress, has scored a clicko with Para- 
mount officials as the result of her 
work in ‘Woman from Hell.’ She 
got the part while laying off during 




















a tour of college campuses in 
| Shakespeare-Ibsen stuff. 

| Studio is setting great store by 
‘Woman From Hell’ and is crediting 
‘Miss Yurka with lifting it out of the 
run-of-the-mill class. She turned 
‘her back on pictures after making 
her bow in Metro’s ‘Tale of Two 
Cities’ four years ago. 

Par is re-shooting the final se- 
quence of ‘Hell’ at the request of J. 
Edgar Hoover, chief G-man, who 
wrote the tale. Hoover objected to| 
the tag end, which showed G-men | 
i killing a woman. 





NEEDED CHANGES | 
AWAITED REORE 


Shakeup of Personnel, Plus 
Promotions and Additions, 
Following in Wake of Long 
Receivership — Downtown 
Appointees Step Up 








SALES STRENGTH 





Strengthening of manpower in all 
branches with a view to making the 
company second to none in the busi- 
ness, including in that step various 
promotions from the ranks as well 
as some possible shaking up of per- 
sonnel and solidifying of policies, is 
reported to be in the cards for RKO 
following the long period of re- 
ceivership from which the company 
recently emerged. The wheels are 
already in motion and_ various 
changes are likely to come. 

The downtown forces interested in 
RKO, which takes in the Atlas Co. 
and Lehman Bros., plus the Radio 
Corp. of America and the Rockefel- 
lers, latter now finally represented 
on the board, are said to be very 
closely watching the whole situation 
and checking on results, at the same 
time having much to say concern- 
ing plans, 

Moving quickly on reorganization, 
RKO appointees from downtown al- 
ready have been shifted into vastly 
more important executive posts than 
they held during the receivership, in- 
cluding W. J. Merrill and Malcolm 
Kingsberg. Both are expected to 
become vitally important cogs in the 
RKO of the future. 

Long in other fields and reputedly 
close to the Floyd Odlum-Atlas in- 
terests, Merrill on Jan. 10 was ap- 
pointed a vice-president of RKO and, 
at the next meeting of the board of 
directors, will be nominated for elec- 
tion to the office of treasurer of 
the corporation. While RKO Corp., 
the parent company, has had no 
treasurer, the subsidiaries, including 
RKO Radio Pictures, Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum, RKO Orpheum Corp., and 
others, have. Merrill is expected to 
be elected. 

Coming from so-called downtown, 
he was formerly v.p. and controller 
of the Royal Baking Powder Co., 
v.p. and treasurer of the Great Is- 
land Holding Corp. and at one time 
a v.p. and controller of W. & J. 
Sloane, the furniture organization. 
He is an alumnus of the Harvard 
Graduate School of Business Admin- 
istration and during four years of re- 
organization has been in RKO in an 


(Continued on page 46) 


WB GETS CAPRA 





Pix Sked: Zanuck 


. 





Grainger Moves Over 





Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Edmund Grainger moved into the | 

Warner studio under a new contract | 

as associate producer under super- 
vision of Hal B. Wallis. 


He hac been a producer at Uni- 
versal for six years. 


UA STILL LOOKS 


| 


FOR GOLDWYN'S 
"WESTERNER’ 


Visit by James Mulvey, Samuel 
Goldwyn’s eastern rep, to the Coast 
this week for confabs with Goldwyn 
is expected to result in quick action 
in a few days on the stymied dis- 
tribution situation on ‘The West- 
erner.’ With the $975,000 picture 
virtually completed, Goldwyn has no 
release set as yet. 


Although it is denied that Gold- 
wyn has made any peace overtures 
to United Artists, Charles Schwartz, 
counsel and director of the distrib- 











Schenck Sees No Cut in 20th’s 52 


Details Prod. Plans 


Little likelihood that 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox will produce fewer pic- 


' tures in 1940-41 than the current sea- 
To WB as Producer son’s 52 was expressed by Joseph 


Schenck, the company’s chief, in 
New York Friday (19). Schenck, 
who is president of the producers’ 
association, also predicted that other 
companies will do ‘little cutting in 
the number of pictures, despite an- 
nouncements to the contrary. 

Schenck declared that slicing the 
quantity would be a good idea and 
he favors it for 20th-Fox if it were 
certain that other studios would do 
the same. He deplored the fact, 
however, that it is virtually impos- 
sible to obtain any unanimity of ac- 
tion by Hollywood’s majors. Unless 
other studios cut, he said he feels it 
necessary for 20th to produce at least 
one a week to keep up with the pa- 
rade. 

Schenck and Darryl Zanuck, Fox 
production head, came east to con- 
fab with Sidney Kent, Herman Wob- 
ber and other 20th execs on next 
season’s product, and to attend the 
preems of two Fox pix, ‘Blue Bird,’ 
at the Hollywood Friday (19), and 
‘Grapes of Wrath,’ which will be un- 
draped tonight (Wednesday) at the 
Rivoli. Accompanying the pair east 
were Mrs. Zanuck, Gene Markey, as- 
sociate producer on ‘Blue Bird,’ and 
Markey’s wife, Hedy Lamarr. 

Roadshow Pix Plans 

In regard to product for 1940-41, 
Zanuck revealed that 20th will pro- 
duce three films expressly for road- 
showing. One of them, ‘Lillian Rus- 
sell,” will be a runner-up in length 





uting company, declared Monday | 
(22) that the film will definitely be | 
handled by UA. | 


Belief is growing now that the 
Warner Bros. announcement a few | 
weeks ago that they would handle | 
the picture was a trial balloon. Gold- 
wyn has always been on very | 
friendly terms with WB and the pub- | 
licity is reported now as merely an | 
attempt to fathom UA’s reaction to 
an outside release deal. UA imme- 
diately threatened suit and the deal | 
was called off. 
Goldwyn’s suit against UA to ob- | 
tain his producers’ bonus of $54,559, | 
plus interest, was moved last week | 
from the N. Y. Supreme Court to/| 
U. S. District Court because of di- | 
versity of citizenship. Goldwyn’s is | 
a New York corporation, while UA |! 
is chartered in Delaware, | 


Cessation of Goldwyn’s studio ac- 
tivity and layoff of Coast employees 
has been followed by no similar ac- 
tion in New York as yet. 





Goldwyn Drops P.A.’s 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Jock Lawrence is the sole survivor 
of Samuel Goldwyn’s publicity de- | 
partment, which has folded up for 
an indefinite siesta. 





ON 1-PIC DEAL 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Frank Capra is winding up at War- 
ners on a one-picture deal after con- 
ducting negotiation with nearly all 
thé majors. Picture slated for came- 
ras April 15 will be ‘Life and Death 
of John Doe.’ 


Deal, calling for the studio to 
finance and release the film, will be 
consummated this week. Robert 
Riskin figures in the deal as Capra's 
partner, and it’s likely the outfit will 
move production base from the Seilz- 
nick-International lot to WB's plant 
in Burbank. 


Other plans of the Capra-Riskin 
combo are unaffected by the Warner 
tieup. 


One a Year for Henie 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Sonja Henie acts in one picture 














a year under the terms of her new 
contract with 20th-Fox. 
Takes effect March 1. 


Checking off the lot were John 
Peere Miles, Mabel Hill, Oliver 
Honps and Jerry Dale. 


| 
{ 


CHAS. BALLANCE QUITS | 
PAR AFTER 14 YEARS 


Charles Ballance, with Paramount | 
14 years, has resigned as managing | 
director of the Orient due to ill 
health and is presently in Miami. He | 
advises that he will fly to the Coast 
shortly and possibly go to the South 
Seas from there, with no concern 
for the immediate future except to | 
take a long rest. Later on, with, 
health regained and with improve- 
ment in the international situation, ' 
he may return to foreign distribu- | 
tion. | 
A brother, Harry, also long with 
Paramount in domestic sales, is now | 
district manager for 20th-Fox in the 
southeast. 











Following Ballance’s resignation, | 
the sales managers in Calcutta and 
Bombay will supervise sales in the 
Orient for the time being until per- 
manent plans are laid by Par. J 
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to ‘Gone With the Wind.’ It will 
run, from_ present indications, 
Zanuck said, about three hours and 
20 minutes and will cost around $2,- 
000,000, tops in Fox history. He also 
indicated it may emulate ‘Wind’ in 
another way as a straight 70% rental 
is very possible. 

Other roadshowers among 14 pic- 
tures on the program to cost $1,000,- 
000 or more, Zanuck said, will be 
‘Brigham Young’ and ‘Down to the 
Sea in Ships.’ Henry Hathaway was 
recently signed as_ director of 
‘Young’ and a camera crew is now 
working in Utah, production chief 
stated. ‘Ships’ will be filmed in the 
Caribbean this summer if war con- 
ditions permit, Zanuck said. Other 
top budgeters will be ‘Western 


(Continued on page 45) 
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Incomplete List Shows Film Salaries 





Lower in 38; Colbert's $301,944 Tops 








Washington, Jan. 23. 


General lowering of film salary 
scales during 1938 was indicated 
yesterday (Monday) when the Treas- 
ury Department made public the 
annual disclosure of biggest incomes 
in America. Contrary to past pro- 
cedure, when press correspondents 
had to fight for access to one master 
ledger sent the House Ways & Means 
Committee, the Internal Revenue 
Bureau this time put out a mimeo- 
graphed list containing 399 names 
paid more than $75,000 by corpora- 
tions of ali types. 

Film personalities loomed im- 
portantly as usual among the high- 
est brackets, but in a number of in- 
stances the pay-checks for 1938 were 
materially smaller than for prior 
years. The number of picture peo- 
ple whose earnings became public 
knowledge was much smaller, how- 
ever, due to failure of a host of com- 
panies, including some of the indus- 
try’s leaders, to report in time. 

There were only 86 film names in 
the 399 on the Treasury’s blue-book. 
Missing were such prominent execu- 
tives as Louis B. Mayer, the Warner 
brothers, the Cohn Brothers, Arthur 
Loew, J. Robert Rubin, Nicholas M. 
Schneck, Barney Balaban, and a 
whole army of actors, directors and 
writers. Among the companies 
which were not recorded are War- 
ners, Loew’s and Metro, RKO, Uni- 
versal, Columbia, Monogram, Disney, 
Balaban & Katz and others. 

None of the personal holding com- 
panies created by leaders in both 
management and talent fields came 
to light. Previously there have been 
several such disclosures, so the ab- 
sence this time is taken to indicate 
that the Federal drive against tax 
evasion and new laws closing loop- 
holes, combined with unfavorable 
publicity, has discouraged the prac- 
tice in Hollywood. 


Only 6 Over $200,000 


Only a_ half-dozen individuals 
pocketed more than $200,000 in 1938, 
check of the list showed, and the 
only figure exceeding $300,000 was 
given for the highest-paid individual 
in the industry among those so far 
reported. Leader was Claudette Col- 
bert, whose wages from Paramount 
touched $301,944. Second honors 
went to Warner R. Baxter, with 
$279,807, and third to Bing Crosby, 
who pulled $260,000. 

Other toppers included Darryl] F. 
Zanuck, $265,000; Roy Del Ruth, 
$216,741; Charles P. and Spyros 
Skouras, whose salary and bonuses 
exceeded $250,000 each; Wesley Rug- 
gles, $199,061; David O. Selznick, 
$181,500: Adolph Zukor, $170,400; 
Sidney R. Kent, $181,705; 


$180,125. 


Salaries of two of the boxoffice | Raymond Griffith, 
leaders in 1938 were surprisingly 
efforts 
brought her but $114,848 from 20th 
which paid Sonja 


small. Shirley Temple’s 
Century-Fox, 


Henie $112,500. Numerous 


Jack 
Benny, $250,000, and Robert Riskin, 


Glamorous Lil Struts 


Holywood, Jan. 23. 

‘Lillian Russell’ got the gun at 
20th-Fox yesterday with Alice Faye 
in the name role. 

Irving Cummings, directc-, was 
Miss Russell's leading man on her 
final tour in ‘In Search of a Sinner’ 
in 1909. 


PALEY IS TOPS” 
IN AIR WAGES 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Top salary in the radio trade for 
1938 was the $171,849 which CBS 
paid its president, William S. Paley. 
Web head outstripped all other in- 
dividuals in broadcasting, accord- 
ing to the figures issued Monday (22) 
by the Treasury Department. No one 
in radio received as much as $200,- 
000 for 1938, recapitulation shows, 
although some talent with big 
microphone reputations received 
compensation running well into six 
figures from the film industry. 
Notable was Jack Benny’s $250,000. 
The films paid Bing Crosby $260,- 
000 while Bob Burns got $155,952. 

Only three executives of broad- 
casting companies were in the 399 
industrial figures getting more than 
$75,000, but there were nine such 
persons from advertising agencies 
buying substantial amounts of time. 

Besides Paley, the toppers were 
David Sarnoff, president of RCA, at 
$100,000, and Edward Klauber, CBS 
vice-president, at $78,304. 

The fattest agency compensation 
was pocketed by E. Frank Hum- 
mert. His salary was well down on 
the list, only $60,000, but his com- 
missions brought $80,625, so that he 
topped his partners in B-S-H. Sal- 
ary of Hill Blackett and J. G. Sample 
was $120,000. 

Lord & Thomas had two on the 
salary list. David M. Noves got $80,- 
565 and Sheldon R. Coons, $108,- 
921. 

Campbell-Ewald’s head, Henry T. 
Ewald, was down for $76,000; D’Arcy 
paid A. L. Lee $98,495 and P. J. 
Orthwein, $77,282. Biggest check at 
J. Walter Thompson went to Stanley 
Reser, $85,500. 














Warner L. Baxter, $279,807; Harry 
| Joe Brown, $122,041; David W. But- 
ler, $133,000; 
$105,000; Roy Del Ruth, 





| $169,791; Mack Gordon, 


$117,375; 





Irving Cummings, 


Jack | 








Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Jan, 23. 
Jane Drummond inked player pact 
at Metro, 
Warners handed acting contract to 
Jane Clayton. 
Columbia renewed Buster Kea- 
ton’s ticket for two more pictures. 


Patric Knowles signed player deal 
at RKO. 


Twentieth-Fox handed new writer 
ticket to Robert Ellis. 


Norman Houston drew three-pic- 
ture scripting deal at Paramount. 


Robert Shaw’s player option hoist- 
ed by 20th-Fox. 

Hattie McDaniel penned contract 
at Selznick-International. 

Helen Logan’s writer pact renewed 
by 20th-Fox. 

Warners signed William T. Orr to 
player contract. 

Harry Clark inked scripting pact 
with Metro. 

Metro renewed Frank Whitbeck’s 
ticket as studio advertising manager. 

Harry Sherman lifted Russell Hay- 
den’s player option. 

Republic handed player pact to 
Lois Ranson. 

El Brendel signed: for Hopalong 
Cassily series at Paramount. 

Dan Clark renewed as head of 
camera department at 20th-Fox. 

Ragnar Qvale, ski champ, signed 
to 20th-Fox acting ticket. 

20th-Fox handed new cameraman 
pacts to Arthur Miller, Edward 
Cronjager, Edward Snyder and 
Ernest Palmer. 


W. R. Hearst’s Pay Pared 
To Mere $100,000 in ’38; 
Ripley Income $145,000 


Economy axe wielded in the vari- 
ous Hearst enterprises during the 
past coupe of years chopped William 
Randolph Hearst down from one of 
the highest-paid industrial execu- 
tives in the nation to a level below 
numerous other figures in the pub- 
lishing field. 


Monarch of San Simeon, who in 
other years has been paid $500,000 
and more from his various corpora- 
tions, received only $100,000 in com- 
pensation during 1938, according to 
latest roster published Monday (22) 
by the Treasury Department. List 
showing earnings of individuals 
topping $75,000 included nine per- 
sons with fatter pay envelopes than 
W.R.H. 


The peak in the publishing busi- 
ness was $180,461 paid Joseph Pulit- 
zer by the Pulitzer Publishing Co., 
| owner of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
Next best-paid person in the news- 




















$216,741; | paper and magazine field was Bob 
Alice Fay, $85,000 (plus ‘other com- Ripley, the Believe It or Not entre- 
| pensation’ of $2,000); John Ford, preneur. 


His grab from King Fea- 


$100,250; | tures totaled $145,048. Two other 
} ; | Hearstlings also exceeded the big 
Haley, $90,000; Sonja Henie, $112,500 boss—R. E. Berlin, who drew $115,655 
(plus ‘other compensation’ of $500); | 
Nunnally Johnson, $119,166; Henry|E. Boone, paid $103,226 by Hearst 
| King, $133,500; Sidney Lanfield, $92,- | Publications. 

stars | 083; Walter Lang, $89,499; Sonya | 


from Hearst Magazines, Inc., and R. 


The five big-shots of the News 


who have had top billing for years ' Levien, $77,066; Kenneth MacGowan, ' Syndicate Co. (Chicago Tribune and 


passed them, 


| 


including Loretta $104,333; Gene Markey, $87,166; Vic-' New York Daily News combo) all 


Young, Gary Cooper, Marlene Diet-|tor McLaglen, $125,475; Annabelle had fatter checks than W.R.H. Sal- 
rich, George Raft, Fredric March Murat, $87,500; Tyrone Power, $117,- ary of $50,000 and bonus of $64,597 

| 083 (plus ‘other compensation’ of, went to R. C. Hollis, J. W. Barnhart, 
Full list of the film industry units $23,666); Gregory Ratoff, $104,333;'R. T. Wilken, the late Harvey V. 
shown in the Treasury release fol- | William A. Seiter, $117,583; George | Duell, and Max Annenberg. Tops on 

| J. Somerville, $80,000; Shirley Tem- | the Chicago Trib were L. H. Rose, 
Peramount.—John Barrymore, ple, $114,848; Sol Wurtzel, $182,583; | circulation manager, who got $100,- 


and Charles Boyer. 


lows: 


$105,633; Joan Bennett, $94,333; Jack |Jack S. Yellen, 


Benny, $250,000; Claude 
952; 
Ronald Colman, $102,083; Harry L. 
Crosby, Jr., $260,000; Walter DeLeon, 
$89,475; Marlene Dietrich, $130,000: 
William Claude Fields, $93,166; Rob- 
ert Floray, $76,500; Henry Hath- 
away, $115,541; Arthur . Hornblow, 
Jr., $145,166; Lucien Hubbard, $121,- 
000: Harold H. Hurley, $109,416 (and 


‘other compensation’ of $2,538): Tal- | 
bot Jennings, $96,333; Fritz Lang, | 


$85,543; William LeBaron, $182,000 
(plus ‘other compensation’ of $467); 
James Mitchell Leisen, $115,000; Al- 
bert Pavsons Lewin, $114,958; Frank 
Lloyd, $150,749; Fred Mac“fiurray, 
$183,383; Herbert Marshall, $93,750; 
George Raft, $186,964; Martha Raye, 
$81,958; Wesley Ruggles, $189,061; 
Alfred Santell, $122,000; Preston 
Sturges, $143,000; Harlan Thompson, 
$95,791; Raoul A. Walsh, $107,083; 
William A. Wellman, $136,805; 
Adolph Zukor, $156,000 (plus ‘other 
compensation’ of $14,400). 

20'" Century-Fox—Sidney R. 
Kent, $°81,705; Joseph M. Schenck, 
$105,000; Darryl F. Zanuck, $2€5,000; 
William Goeiz, $106,000; Don Amcche, 
$98,000; John L. Balderston, $88,500; 


sation’ of $6,554). 
United Artists.—Maurice 
stone, $87,000. 


Silver- 


Fox-West Coast Agency Corp— 


Charles P. Skouras, $78,000. 
National Theatres Amus. Co.—S. P. 

Skouras, $79,500 (plus ‘other com- 

pensation’ of $175,000); Charles P. 


Skouras (‘other compensation’) 
$175,000. 
| Cosmopolitan Corp.—Marion 


(Davies) Douras, $100,000. 

Samuel Goldwyn, Inc.—Gary 
Cooper, $140,129; Samuel Goldwyn, 
$156,000; Jascha Heifitz, $100,000; 
Archie Mayo, $167,812; Joel McCrea, 
| $152,000; Merle Oberon, $139,285; 
Robert Riskin, $180,125; William 
Wyler, $75,583. 

Selznick-International. — David O. 
Selznick, $181,500; Leslie Howard, 
$141,249; George Cukor, $119,687. 

Myron Selznick & Co.-—Myron 
Selznick, $119,600 (plus ‘other com- 
pensation of $10,400). 

Walter Wanger Pictures, 
Charles’ Boyer, 
Fonda, $105,000. 

Walter Wanger Productigns, Inc.— 
Walter F. Wanger, $130,009, Fredric 
| March, $136,311. 





Inc.— 
$161,000; Henry 








$76,800; Loretta | 000, and W. E. Macfarlane, business 
Howard , Young, $175,060 (plus ‘other compen- | manager, $92,500. 

Binyon, $109,000; Bob Burns, $155,- 
Clceudette Colbert, $301,944; | 


Thomas H. Beck, Collier’s editor, 
|hit the Crowell Publishing Co. for 
$75,000, plus $240 of ‘other compensa- 
tion.’ Aside from Ripley, the best- 
paid cartoonists were the creators of 
Jiggs and Popeye. King Features 
paid George McManus $98,800 and 
E. C. Segar, $77,178. 


PEARL WHITE LEFT 
ESTATE OF $369,067 


Estate of $369,067 was left by Pearl 
| White, who died in Paris in 1938, a 
| tax appraisal in New York revealed 
last week. Principal assets consisted 
of securities totaling $321,438, of 
which $246,769 was in Egyptian 
bonds. 

Charitable bequests amounted to 
$73,500, of which $24,500 was left 
to her executor, Bertram Winthrop, 
| for distribution among charities car- 
|ing for performers, and $49,000 for 
other charities. Actress left her 
father $150 a month for life and to 
| Dmitri Martini, of Cairo, Egypt, 
| $20,000. 











Gets Toasted and Roasted 
By Masquers, with Benny ‘Pouring 





Cromwell Draws ‘Susie’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
John Cromwell gets the director’s 
job on Paramount's “Miss Susie 
Slagle’s,’ Augusta Tucker's best seller 
based on student life at Johns Hop- 
kins U. . 
Producer is Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 


EDWIN CAREWE 
DEAD AT 36 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Edwin Carewe, once notable in 
films as a director and producer, died 
here yesterday (Monday) of a heart 
attack. He was 56. Inactive for the 
past six months because of ill] health. 
he was found dead in bed by a 
nephew, Winston Platt. Funeral ser- 
vices and burial take place in Holly- 
wood tomorrow (Wednesday). 


Carewe, noted as a showman, 
reached the top of his career as a 
director in the silent films of the '20’s. 
Generally conceded to be his out- 
standing job was ‘Ramona,’ released 
by United Artists in 1928. Carewe 
is said to have had a financial in- 
terest in the picture, which neited 
him $380,000 in a single year. ‘Res- 
urrection’ was another big one, 
bringing him $320,000. 

As a director and producer he was 
given credit for development of such 
stars as Dolores Del Rio, Francis X. 
Bushman, Beverly Bayne, Gary 
Cooper, Wallace Beery and Dorothy 
Mackaill. Among the outstanding 
pictures which he directed were ‘The 
Spoilers’ and ‘Evangeline,’ 1929; ‘Re- 
venge,’ 1928; ‘A Son of the Sahara,’ 
1924; ‘The Girl of the Golden West,’ 
1923, and ‘Mighty Lak a Rose,’ 1922. 


Carewe started his film career in 
1914 as an actor with the Lubin Co. 
in Philadelphia. He became a direc- 
tor about five years later with the 
Rolfe-Metro outfit in Hollywood, and 
was later associated with Selig, First 
National, United Artists, Universal 
and Paramount. He also produced 
independently and was a colorful, 
controversial figure in the trade. 


Carewe’s right name was Jay Fox, 
which he changed while in stock in 
New York in 1912, The ‘Edwin’ was 
taken from his favorite actor, Edwin 
Booth, and the ‘Carewe’ from the 
character he was playing at the time. 
His career had begun with the Dear- 
born Stock Co., and he made his 
Broadway debut with Chauncey Ol- 
cott. He appeared later in legit with 
Otis Skinner, Rose Coghlan and 
Laurette Taylor. 

Carewe was married three times, 
twice to a former actress, Mary Akin, 
of Lake Forest, Ill., who survives 
him. First marriage to Miss Akin 
was in 1926 and second in 1929, a 
year after their divorce. She bore 
him three children—Sally Ann, Carol 
Lee and Williams. His first wife, a 
non-professional, had two daughters, 
Rita and Mary Jane. Rita is now a 
featured screen player. Also surviv- 
ing are two brothers, Finis Fox, a 
writer, and Wallace Fox, a director, 
of Hollywood. 

Carewe was born in Gainesville, 
Texas, and studied at the Universities 
of Missouri and Texas. 


LLOYD TO PRODUCE 
SIX FEATURES FOR U 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Frank Lloyd agreed on terms with 
Universal for the production of six 
pictures over a period of two years 
beginning Oct. 1, with the studio fi- 
nancing production and Lloyd shar- 
ing in the profits. 

Contract calls for Lloyd to pro- 
duce and direct the first three pic- 
tures, produce the fourth and act as 
supervisor on the other two. Budgets 
are understood to be around $750,- 
000 per picture. 























ROXY’S 3714¢ DIVVY 


Roxy Theatre, Inc., declared a 
quarterly dividend of 371¢c per shz:e 
on the outstanding preferred stock at 
a meeting of directors last week. 

Divvy is payable March 1 to stock 
of record Feb, 9. 








Hollywood, Jan, 23 

The Masquers testimonialed Para, 
mount’s production boss, Bill Le. 
Baron, last Thursday night (18) at 
the club and to the howling delight 
of an overflow mob of some 350 dug 
up his past and laid it on the festive 
board for the after-dinner speakers 
to make merry with. Not that it 
was exactly a sordid past, the crime 
was being a songwriter, but when 
the funny fellows had their inning 
through, LeBaron was limp as a dish 
rag from the fatigue of how 
That’s how he can take it. But that 
ee boys knew and how they poured 
it on. 

Topping the evening's pri 
bers was Jack Benny, wha cys 
top form. After hammering away 
at LeBaron and Paramount’s other 
headman, Y. Frank Freeman, for a 
half-hour, Toastmaster William Col- 
lier remarked ‘that’s one. of the fun- 
niest talks I've ever heard and I've 
heard a few.’ The mob roared its 
approval. It was a stag affair and 
he who tops Benny tops all. 


Benny Warms Up 


The Jello kid went after LeBaron 
for a once-over lightly, saying he 
was not snly tough to see on the 
lot, but that he even kept the carrier 
pigeons Benny sent with messages, 
Then he sailed into Freeman. 

‘The reason I don’t get good pic- 
tures at Paramount,’ flipped Benny, 
‘is because LeBaron doesn’t think I 
can act and Freeman hates me be- 
,cause I’m a northerner. If Wau- 
|kegan was in Georgia I'd be the 
greatest actor on the Paramount lot’ 
| That ‘Y’ in Freeman’s monicker, 
Benny interjected, is for you-all. 


‘I understand,’ went on Benny, 
‘that Freeman is planning to make a 
Civil War picture. If he goes 
through with it I’m laying 8 to 5 that 
Richmond takes Grant. Why, do you 
know that Freeman saw that Rose 
Bowl game and refused to believe 
it.’ (Tennessee lost). Freeman, 
however, took the ribbing by re- 
mote, having ducked out of town 
the night before. 


Benny Ribs Benny 


Benny also spoofed himself on the 
picture angle and said he was tired 
of trying to steal his own pictures 
from Rochester (Eddie Anderson). ‘I 
understand my next picture will be 
‘The Life of Booker T. Washington. 
However, if Paramount starts build- 
ing a new studio on Central avenue 
(L. A.’s equivalent of Harlem) I'm 
quitting. None of that ‘cork up and 
through the gate by 9’ for me.’ 

Benny had his full Jello air crew, 
with the exception of Mary Living- 
stone, over for a stageroo version of 
\‘the Women.’ They had the mob 
rocking in their chairs the gags 
came so fast. 

Rest of the jesters kept reminding 
| LeBaron of his songwriting days. 
| Rudy Vallee remarked that he broke 
in on the sax 20 years ago playing 
his ‘Miami Shore.’ William Frawley 
even broke into song, warbling Le 
Baron’s fav, ‘Carolina in the Morn- 
ing,’ appropriately parodied. Joe 
Cunningham, summing up the eve- 
ning’s fun, also pointed a few cracks 
that way. ; 

Collier assisted Harlequin Bill 
Davidson and Edwin Earl in hand- 











of filmdom’s figures transplanted 
from Broadway. Cunningham caught 
himself addressing the gang as ‘fel- 
low Friars.’ When the name of 
Zeppo Marx, now an agent, was 
called the cry of ‘speech’ went UP, 
but he said nothing, causing Collier 
to pipe up ‘and that’s about as much 
as his brothers let him say.’ 
Crack-up Kids Missed 

Gene Fowler, Leo McCarey and 
Joe E. Brown, all mending from auto 
crackup hurts, were scheduled to be 
conveyed to the club by ambulance 
but Collier said it had to be called 
off because they were all taking 
driving lessons and that they couldn't 
get together on whose name should 
be painted on the hospital wag? 
Fowler, however, sent a messagé 
which was read for the laughs, which 
were plenty. Fowler, in the letter, 
called Collier the greatest wit of 
our time. 

Others ranged along the speakers 
table were Robert Taylor, Fred 
MacMurray, Pat O’Brien, Harry J0é 
Brown, Jean Hersholt, Lud Gluskin, 
George Burns (sans beret), 5 
Grauman, Harry Edington, J 
| Nolan, Charles Laughton. Latter pin 
|referred to by Collier as ‘an Englis 
i actor.’ 





ling the intros, which took in most , 
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Pander Sentence Before Haling Him 
Into Court on Income Tax Charge 








Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Willie Bioff is scheduled to learn 
this week whether he will be re- 
turned to Chicago to serve a six- 
month jail sentence for pandering 
pefore being called upon to face an 
income tax fraud rap in Federal 
eourt. If Governor Culbert Olson 
signs the Illinois requisition, Gov- 
ernment officials have indicated they 
will not attempt to prevent the Chi- 
cago fugitive from being returned 
east. 

Date for trial of Bioff on the in- 
come tax fraud charges will be set 
Feb. 5 by U. S. District Court. The 
Chicago fugitive pander appeared in 
court Monday (22) to enter a not 
guilty plea. His attorney is expected 
to file a demurrer to the indictment 
accusing him of making improper re- 
turns for '86 and '37. If convicted, 
Bioff faces a maximum prison sen- 
tence of 10 years and fines totaling 
$20,000. It was disclosed that, if 
found guilty, Government would 
order Bioff imprisoned at Alcatraz. 

Leo Silverstein, deputy U. S. at- 
torney, advised the governor’s office 
that the Government did not desire 
the income tax indictment against 
Bioff to be considered a reason for 
either granting or denying the ex- 
tradition request. Answering a plea 
of Bioff’s attorneys that the indict- 
ment prohibited his extradition at 
this time, Silverstein told the gov- 
ernor’s Office: 

“We believe that the necessary ar- 
rangements for the presence of Bioff 
at the trial of this indictment can 
be made with the Illinois authori- 
ties and that neither the granting 
or denial of the extradition will in 
any way affect the rights of the 
United States. We do not, however, 
in any way or manner waive our 
jurisdiction by this statement or by 
Our appearance here.’ , 

Fighting to prevent removal of 
Bioff from California, attorneys 
Michael G. Luddy and Henry Bod- 
kin urged the extradition hearing 
be delayed until the federal charge 
Was disposed of. They expressed 
confidence of establishing Bioff’s in- 


‘nocence, and added they would then 


oppose his extradition on the ground 
that he 
habilitated since he was convicted 
of accepting part of the earnings 
of an inmate of a Chicago brothel. 
Simultaneously, it was disclosed by 


has been completely re- | 


E Pluribus Unum 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

All major studios are impor- 
tuning employes to wire Con- 
gressmen urging defeat of the 
Neely bill. Form letters sent out 
warn that the measure not only 
will inflict insurmountable bur- 
dens on industry, but “will jeop- 
‘ardize your own job and future 
in industry.’ 

Workers are also asked to pass 
along the word to others for 
united front by the industry 
against the measure. 





Neely's Backers 
Put Pressure On 
House Committee 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Propaganda efforts of the Neely 
bill backers have been renewed in 
an attempt to prod the easy-going 
House Interstate Commerce Commit- 
tee. Solid-front maneuvering was 
done last week by the Motion Pic- 
ture Research Council, whose presi- 
dent, Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, somer- 
saulted on the Neely measure last 
year while it was before the Senate. 

Leaflet containing the familiar ar- 
gument went to every member of 
the House last week, accompanied 
by letter bearing signatures of chief 
lobbyists for the women’s organiza- 
tions leading the fight. Appeal for 
votes was hancocked by executives 
of the Young Women’s Christian 
Assn., - Parent - Teachers’ Assn., 
| W.C.T.U., Council of Women for 
|Home Missions, Assn. of University 
| Women, Women’s Home Missionary 
Society, American Home Economics 
| Association, Girls’ Friendly Society, 
; etc. 
With the House committee not 
| planning to consider the legislation 
{for several weeks, all law-makers 
| were asked to urge ‘a prompt and 
ifavorable report’ so there will be 














the governor's office that a telegram ‘time for a vote in the present ses- 
had been received from Mrs. Edwin | sion. Plea touched a new note, with 
Selwyn, chairman of the Women of | proponents declaring that the Neely 
the Pacific, urging Olson to approve | pil] means ‘continuance of political 
the Illinois requisition. Mrs. Selwyn democracy’ and end of ‘industrial 


pointed out that her group repre- 
sented a membership of. 140,000 
women. Several studio unions af- 
filiated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor also are urging that 


Bioff be sent back to complete his | 


sentence. 
Bioff Takes Back Seat 
Since his indictment in Federal | 


court, Bioff has faded into the back- 
ground and is leaving negotiations 
for studio crafts in the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees in the hands of international 
representatives and craft business 
representatives. 

The Screen Office Employees 
Guild has signed up 1,200 white col- 
lar workers and appointed a com- 
mittee to draft a contract proposal 
for submission to the producers. The 
Guild will ask for a closed shop, va- 
cation with pay, severance pay and 
& minimum wage scale calling for a 
Substantial increase over average 
Salaries now paid, 

The following studio delegates 
have been appointed to represent the 
various producing units on the Guild 
board: Metro, Claire Horgan, Bar- 
bara Alexander, Margaret Bennett, 
Bernard Lusher, Albert Weigel; 
20th-Fox, Sy Tanner, Lora Breska, 
Ruby Skelly, 


Pete Clark, Bob Duttle, G. Gifford, 

Lee Gold; Universal, Nat Golter, 

Dennis Bickett, Sally Banner; Re- 
(Continued on page 20) 


Francis Clark, Ben 
Batchelder; Columbia, Blanche Cole, | 


dictatorship as exemplified by the 
motion picture monopoly.’ 


‘SHERWOOD LOSES SUIT 
VS. 20TH ON ‘LINCOLN’ 


New York supreme court justice 
Peter B. Schmuck yesterday (Tues- 
day) dismissed the suit of Robert E. 
Sherwood and the Playwrights Pro- 
| ducing Co, against 20th Century-Fox 
'Film Corp. in which Sherwood 
‘claimed unfair competition in the use 
‘by the film company of the title 
"Young Mr. Lincoln.’ Sherwood had 
| sought an injunction and an account- 
| ing of profits of the film. 
| Justice Schmuck declared, ‘There 
|is no question of copyright or pla- 
giarism involved, and the suit must 
| be confined to the question of unfair 
| competition. Since the source of 
| their material belongs to the public 
| domain, no exclusive right to the use 
,thereof can be acquired, even 
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PAR EXPERIMENTS 
WITH ‘CYCLOPS 


Closes Deal with Tom Fiz- 
dale Agency to Handle 
Entire Publicity and Ex- 
ploitation on Forthcoming 
Feature — May Set Prece- 
dent, Taking Publicity Out 
of Hands of Company 





RKO REPORT 





Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

The future of publicity and ex- 
ploitation forces on the payrolls 
of major producer-distributors is 
threatened as result of a revolution- 
ary move underway to have picture 
plugs and merchandising, through 
tieups and the like, handled from 
the 6utside. 

Presaging such a move is the deal 
Paramount has made with the Tom 
Fizdale office of New York to take 
over the campaign on a forthcom- 
ing release, ‘Dr. Cyclops.’ The con- 
tract, from account, provides that 
the Fizdale agency is to handle and 
plant all publicity on the ‘Cyclops’ 
picture, as well as all exploitation, 


including tie-ups, stunts, radio 
hookups, etc. The publicity forces 
of Paramount, meantime, are to 


leave the whole job to Fizdalers, 
according to understanding here, 
with presumption being that the 
agreement to cover ‘Cyclops’ is in 
the nature of a test to determine 
whether it is practical, as well as 
more economical, to have publicity 
and exploitation administered from 
the outside. 

Fizdale, who was here laying plans 
on the ‘Cyclops’ campaign from this 
end, has returned east after plac- 
ing Pauline Swanson in charge. He 
had as a former partner, Bob Tap- 
linger, who is now head of pub- 


(Continued on page 20) 


MANY READY 
TO SHOOT AT 
WB, RKO 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Warners and RKO have a full pro- 
duction lineup for the next few 
weeks. Former studio has _ nine 
features slated to roll during March, 
while the latter lot has eight to go. 

Warner list includes “The Sea 
Hawk,’ ‘Torrid Zone,’ ‘Brother 
Orchid,’ ‘The Constant Nymph,’ ‘Jan- 
uary Heights,’ ‘City for Conquest’ 
and an untitled James Stewart pic- 
ture. . 
RKO starts Thursday (25) with 
‘Curtain Call,’ followed next Satur- 
day (27) by ‘The Romantic Mr. 
Kinklin’; Monday (29), ‘Smiler with 
a Knife’; Feb. 1, ‘Tom Brown’s 
School Days’; Feb. 5, ‘Bonne Chance’; 
Feb. 15, ‘Anne of Windy Poplars’; 
Feb. 23, ‘Passport to Life,’ and Feb. 
29, an untitled George O’Brien 
Western. 














STEFFES STRICKEN 
AT WASH. MEETING 








Minneapolis, Jan. 23. 


W. A. Steffes, long a nationally- | : 
eae . y |hasn’t got $300 to continue prosecu- | 


‘though they (Sherwood) were the known independent exhibitor leader, 
‘first to discover its value as a me-/is confined in Providence hospital, 


dium to awaken public interest.’ 


Jones Family’s 17th 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 





February at 20th-Fox. 


Seventeenth edition of the Jones | | 
Family series rolls the first week in | fore Steffes, who is Northwest Allied 





| 
} 


Washington, suffering from a serious 
heart attack. He was stricken while 
attending the Allied States directors’ 
meeting. 

Attending physicians say that it 
will be from three to five weeks be- 


president and retiring Twin City 


Otto. Brower is directing from a! Variety club chief barker, can be re- 


' script by Harold Buchman. 


leased from the hospital. 


en 


PUBLICITY GOING 


U.S. Willing to Let Bioff Complete 
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OUTSIDE? 





Majors and Gov t Near Agreement 
On Interrogatories In Anti-Trust 
Suit, Insuring May 


| Trial Date 





Out of Their Shell 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Film Stand-Ins Guild steps out 
for itself for three nights, Feb. 
1-3, at the Wilshire Ebell thea- 
tre in a stage play, ‘Goodbye 
Again.’ 

Robots of the studio sets will 
work under their own steam, di- 
rected by Martin Ashe, under 
supervision of Fred Niblo, Sr. 








U.S. Court Rules 
Against Gov't On 
Schine Expansion 


Buffalo, Jan. 23. 

The Government lost the first 
round of its anti-monopoly fight 
against Schine Chain Theatres, Inc., 
when Judge Knight, of the U. S. 
District Court, denied a preliminary 
injunction requested by the U. S. to 
restrain the Schine interests from 
acquiring additional theatres over 
the 105 houses it now operates. “he 
motion for an injunction was argued 
here last September, the Govern- 
ment asking for a restraining order 
pending the trial of the suit. 

In an 18-page opinion, Judge 
Knight ruled that ‘No reason is 
shown why a trial cannot soon be 
had. It does not seem to the court 
that the acquisition of a few addi- 
tional theatres would either delay, 
or seriously embarrass the Govern- 
ment in the trial of this suit. In- 
deed, a greater loss threatens the de- 
fendants if more theatres are ac- 
quired and if the Government p~-- 
vails.’ 

In its complaint, the Government 
charges that Schine, in combination 
| with Paramount Distributing Corp., 
| Paramount Pictures, Inc., RKO, Uni- 
versal Pictures, Inc., Universal Film 
Exchange, Inc., Warner Bros. ,ic- 
tures, Inc., Vitagraph, Inc., Loew’s, 
Inc., and Columbia Pictures Corp. 
have conspired to restrain interstate 
commerce by the use of the greater 
buying power on the part of the 
Schine group and through block- 
booking methods. 

Judge Knight also allowed 22 de- 
mands made by the defendants in an 
application for a bill of particulars. 


1006 PLAGIARISM SUIT 




















Application to sue as a poor person 
| revealed a $100,000 action of Lola 
| Harris, unemployed actress, against 
| 20th-Fox for $100.000. The plaintiff 
| claims the plagiarism of her scenario 
‘Winning Ways’ in ‘Second Fiddle.’ 

Miss Harris asserts she submitted 
the script to 20th-Fox in August, 
1938, and was informed from time 
to time it was being considered as a 
vehicle for Sonja Henie. ‘Second 
Fiddle,’ she asserts, is based on her 
story. 

The film company’s answer con- 
sists of a general denial, and a state- 


| VS, 20-FOX ON ‘FIDDLE’. 


the alleged plagiarized script. A dis- 
missal is asked. Miss Harris’ affi- 
davit asserts she has been unem- 
ployed for a year and a half an 


tion of the action. 


‘Quo Vadis’ Remake 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 








‘Quo Vadis’ will be remade at 
| Metro. | 
Robert Leonard-Hunt Stromberg 


|production combo will take up this 
chore after they complete ‘Pride 
jand Prejudice,’ now in work. 


. 4 





ment that it never received or saw | 


After discussions in New York of 
over a week, major company coun- 
sel and the Department of Justice 
are reaching an accord which will 
probably settle, once and for all, 
what questions are to be answered 
by the Government and which can 
be eliminated. In the meanwhile, an 
extension to Jan. 30 has been granted 
the Government to object to the de- 
fendants’ questions. 

It is not the type of question that 
is bothering the Government, as first 
assumed, but the quantity. Some 
360 interrogatories have been served 
on them by the major film com- 
panies, with each question averaging 
over four sub-divisions, or more 
than 1,300 questions. The majority 
of these are considered redundant by 
the D. of J. 

The major company lawyers made 
a great hullabaloo before Judge John 
C. Knox in the federal court, New 
York, last week, intimating that if 
the Government does not answer the 
questions they wili be unable to pre- 
pare properly for a May 1 trial. The 
judge’s command, however, that 
they be ready on that date has un- 
doubtedly meant much _ towards 
speeding an agreement, which is ex- 
pected to be reached shortly. 

Such an agreement will bind the 
defendants to a May 1 starting date, 
and no further delays will be 
brooked. It is also understood that 
major company counsel are prepar- 
ing to serve on the Government this 
week objections to the examinations 
before trial of the 26 top film execs. 
It is expected that the ‘rule book’ 
will literally be tossed in the lap of 
the Department of Justice by de- 
fense counsel in an effort to stop the 
pre-trial examinations. 


Col. Files Objections 


Columbia Pictures Corp. yesterday 
(Tuesday) became the first of the 
major film companies to file objec- 
tions to the application to examine 
officers of the company before trial. 
Columbia is first on the Govern- 
ment’s list, with its examination set 
for Feb. 5. 

Columbia, in an affidavit by Louis 
B. Froelich, attorney for the com- 
pany, objected on four’ grounds. 
First, that Harry Cohn is not a resi- 
dent of New York; that the Govern- 
ment has not particularized the gen- 
eral allegations of the complaint; 
that written interrogatories have 
been served on the Government 
which have not yet been answered, 
and that there is no necessity for the 
examination at this time. 

The accompanying 
declares that Harry Cohn 
charge of production for Columbia, 


explanation 
is in 





| and in the past two years the com- 


pany has spent upwards of $10,000,000 
on its films. To compel Cohn to 
come to N. Y. and testify before 
trial, would mean a disruption of the 
entire production program of Colum- 
bia, and consequently a substantial 
loss to that company. The Govern- 
ment, the attorney declares, can get 
its testimony by written questions 
directed to the official. 

Objections were also filed as to the 
examinations of Jack Cohn and Abe 
Montague, vice-president and gen- 
eral sales manager, respectively, of 
Columbia. 

The Department of Justice refused 
to comment on the objection filed, 
other than to state anything it has to 
say will be heard by Judge Bondy 
Tuesday (30). 





Panlotte Goddard Will 
Team With Hone at Par 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Paulette Goddard checked out of 
the Chaplin studio for the lead with 
Bob Hope in Paramount's’ ‘Ghost 
| Breaker.’ 

At picture’s finish she goes back to 
Chaplin for retakes on ‘The Dicta- 
tor.’ now in 111th day of production, 
| with about two months to go. 
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a VARIETY 


Par Concludes Deal With Dembow — 


To Return as Theatre Dept. Exec 





ve 


Paramount has closed a deal with 
Sam Dembow, Jr., to return to the 
company as an executive of the the- 
atre department, 

He will join on Monday (29) in 
charge, with Leon Netter, of theatre 
operation and film buying for the en- 
tire Paramount circuit, the duties of 
this division of administration being 
jointly between the two executives. 
Dembow will be directly under Bar- 
ney Balaban in his new capacity. 


Corporate, general problems and 
real estate will remain under the 
jurisdiction of Leonard Goldenson, 
while M. F. Gowthorpe, as comp- 
troller, will continue in charge of 
financial and corporate matters, plus 
certain phazes of real estate. 

The reports were that Dembow, 
for nearly a dozen years with Para- 
- mount as a top executive, would 
not only return to take complete 
charge of the theatre department, 
but also possibly as a vice-president 
and member of the board. That may 
come later. 

The Par theatre department has. 
been in direct charge of Barney 
Balaban since Y. Frank Freeman 
shifted to the Coast, with a number 
of able executives over various 
theatre functions, among them Gol- 
denson, Netter and Gowthorpe. The 
late E. Paul Phillips, killed two 
months ago in an auto accident, 
headed real estate, with matters of 
that department since then spread 
among others. Although at first it 
was expected a successor would be 
named to Freeman’s post as chief 
of combined theatre departments 
and operation, Balaban took over 
jurisdiction from the top instead, 
with all hands among the theatre 
department executives directly ac- 
countable to him: His duties as 
president of the company was over 
and above the added weight of 
theatre supervision. Circuit has 
around 1,500 theatres in its wide- 
spread operating domain, including 
the United States, Canada, Engiand 
and France. The majority of these 
are in partnerships, pools and in- 
volved ownerships. 

One of the foremost theatre op- 
erating executives in the country, 
with a background which includes 
distribution and buying, Dembow 
was v.p. of the old Publix Thea- 
tres Corp., main subsidiary of Para- 
mount-Publix. He resigned in 1934 
during reorganization to join Na- 
tional Screen and was instrumental 
in setting up National Screen Ac- 


Foy, Out of WB Hive, 
Slated to Make 15 A’s 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Bryan Foy, former keeper of the 
B’s at Warners, is slated to super- 
vise the making of 15 A’s for the 
1940-41 program as associate pro- 

ducer and assistant to Hal Wallis. 
Under the new setup, Wallis will 
assign the writers, directors and cast. 


METRO WANTS 
GIRLS’ FOR 
ROONEY 


Metro is understood to be inter- 
ested in purchase of ‘Too Many 
Girls,’ Imperial, N. Y., George Abbott 
hit musical backed by Warner Bros. 
Metro’s idea is said to call for re- 
writing the show to build up the 
part handled by Eddie Bracken in 
order to make it a starrer for Mickey 








Rooney. 

. Despite the WB financial interest, 
the musical under Dramatists Guild 
rules, is open to competitive bidding 
by other companies. Warners has 
made no imove to acquire it, al- 
though its financial interest has 
pretty much resulted in a hands-off 
policy by other studios until now. 


NEW COPYRIGHT BILL'S 
CHANCES LOOK N.S.G. 


Although the copyright bill intro- 
duced recently by Senator Thomas, 
of Utah, was drafted by conferees of 
the various industry groups con- 
cerned with the question, certain of 
the interested elements are expected 
to oppose its passage. In any case, 
the measure is regarded as having 
little chance of approval at this ses- 
sion, 

Strongest in opposition to the bill 
are the transcription and record in- 











cessories, which now promises to be- 


terests, with the magazine publishers, 


come the agency through which the| radio and film groups also lined up 
ad sales material of all major dis-| against it. Book publishers are be- 
tributors will be handled over and | lieved to favor it, while the authors 
above the trailers, which National| and composers likewise are for it, 


has distributed for most of the com- 
panies for many years. 


bow bought a substantial interest in 
Fanchon & Marco, becoming a v.p. 
While he recently resigned from ac- 
tive executive participation in F&M, 
he retains his interest. 

Presumption is that agreement to 
bring Dembow back to Paramount 
carries with it a long-term contract. 
He is said to have turned down an 
offer from RKO to take charge of 
theatres for that company when Nate 
Blumberg resigned in 1938, because 
under the receivership a contract for 
more than one year at a time was 
not permissible. 


METRO BIDS $200,000 
FOR ‘LIFE WITH FATHER’ 


Bidding continued last week on 
screen rights to ‘Life With Father,’ 
with Metro’s $200,000 offer still high- 
est to date. Sam Goldwyn is re- 
puted to have bid $150,000 and RKO 
is also reported seeking the play. 

After all bids are in, Jock Whitney 
(Selznick International) will have 
something to say about the deal, as 
he’s the major backer, but the au- 
thors, Howard Lindsay and Russel 
Crouse, have final word. 


20th-Fox Asks Out 


Twentieth-Fox Film Corp. will ap- 
ply to federal judge William Bondy 
in New York Friday (26) to dismiss 
a $150,000 triple damage anti-trust 
action brought against the company 
by the Lenrose Amus. Corp., opera- 
tors of a Newark independent. 

Other defendants include 
MPPDA and all the other major 
companies. They are charged with 
depriving the plaintiff of film prod- 
uct. 











the 


but with certain reservations. Al- 


though the authors are opposed to | 
Less than two years ago Dem-| some phases of the measure, they re- | 


gard it as a generally fair compro- 





Morris, Small Co. Suits, 





Los Angeles, Jan. 23. 


John Wexley, writer, and action of 
Small Co. against C. Aubrey Smith, 
totaling $30,940, have been settled 
out of court. Morris office sought 
$20,040 on future earnings of Wex- 
ley, charging breach of contract, 
while Small’s suit was for $10,900. 

Wexley was charged by Morris of- 
fice with walking out on agency pact 
after he had been signed to termer 
at Warners. Small claimed it set 
Smith at Selznick-International on 
deal that netted $109,000, and sought 
10% of this sum. : 


Autry On the March 


Gene Autry, 
Monday (22), makes a p.a. with the 
preem of his latest, ‘South of the 
Border,’ at the Embassy, Reading, 
Pa., tomorrow (Thursday). It'll be 
his only theatre date on the trip, 
occasion being the first time an 
Autry pic has ever played the town’s 
leading first-runner, 

Chaps-and-buskiner will be in New 
York Friday (26) for unreeling of 





mise of all the conflicting viewpoints. 


Totaling $31,000, Settled 


William Morris office suit against 


PICTURES 
M-G Denies Story Lift 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23. 


General denial of plagiarism in the 
Metro picture, ‘Blackmail,’ was filed 
by Loew’s, Inc., Al Levoy, Natalie 
Bucknall and Dorothy Yost in su- 
perior court, 


Denial was an answer to a suit 
brought by Don Miloe, who declared 
the plot of ‘Blackmail’ was lifted 
from his story, ‘Heroes in Hell.’ He 
is suing for $40,000. 


Odets’ ‘Night Music’ 
Sold for Film Prior 
To Its Legit Opening 


Film rights to the Clifford Odets 
drama, ‘Night Music," have been sold 
'to an undisclosed studio on a per- 
centage deal prior to stage produc- 
tion. Show, which is currently in 
rehearsal under the Group Theatre 
banner, is slated to open a Boston 
tryout Feb. 8 and come to Broadway 
about two weeks later. 


Although the terms of the sale 
aren’t known, the purchaser is re- 
ported to be an independent Holly- 
wood producer and the price will be 
determined by a percentage arrange- 
ment based on the gross from the 
legit and picture versions. In that 
respect, the deal is similar to the 
‘Philadelphia Story’ purchase by 
Katharine Hepburn a year ago. Ac- 
tress bought the Philip Barry com- 
edy before its opening at the Shu- 
bert, N. Y., and recently resold the 
rights to Metro, 


Understood one phase of the ‘Night 
Music’ deal will call for a substan- 
tial down payment. That is figured 
one of the prime reasons Odets and 
the Group were willing to sell before 
the New York preem, since the or- 
ganization’s bankroll is believed to 
have been depleted by the failure 
earlier in the season of Robert Ar- 
drey’s ‘Thunder Rock.’ Contracts for 
the sale haven't been signed, but the 
terms have been set. Harold Freed- 
man, of Brandt & Brandt, negotiated. 


In another deal last week Par- 
amount bought the rights to Thelma 
Strabel’s Saturday Evening Post se- 
rial, ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ for a re- 
ported price of about $25,000. It’s an 
adventure yarn of shipwrecks and 
salvaging off the Florida coast in the 
1830’s. Sale was agented by Ann 
Watkins. 


SKOURASES TO COAST 
FOR FOX-WC SESSION 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23. 

Spyros Skouras, prexy of National 
| Theatres, is due here end of this 
| week to preside at annual meeting 
|\of company’s division managers. 
Skouras will come west with his 
brother, Charles P. Skouras, pres- 
ident of Fox-West Coast Theatres, 
who has been in New York for sev- 
eral weeks, 


National Theatre conference will 
be attended by Harold Fitzgerald, 
Milwaukee; Elmer C. Rhoden, Kan- 
sas City; Rick Ricketson, Denver; 
Frank Newman, Seattle, and Arch 
Bowles, San Francisco. 





























Jackie Cooper to Tour 
With Band and Unit 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Jackie Cooper, at the head of his 
own band, will be routed through 
the east next month by Leo Morrison 
and Bobby Crawford. Unit of 18, 
mostly youthful performers, is now 





being framed. 


Louella Parsons goes out on the 
road again next October. Morrison 
is booking an eight-week jaunt 


who arrived east 


through the midwest and _ south. 
Unit will carry youngsters whom la 
Parsons believes will go far in pic- 





Republic’s ‘Village Barn Dance’ at | 
Village Barn, Greenwich Village | 
nitery, then scrams for Washington 


Then hies coastward by plane follow- 
ing day for shooting of 





Grande.’ 


tures next year. 


K-A-0’s Delayed Divvy 


Going back to the quarter ended 
Sept. 30, 1937, Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
is dipping into its operating surplus 








to declare a dividend for that quar- 


ter of $1.75 a share on the corpora- 
tion’s 7% cumulative convertible 


| preferred stock. Board of K-A-O 
on Sunday, where he'll have Mrs, | took this action at a meeting held in 
F.D.R. on his Wrigley broadcast. | New York Thursday (18). 


The divvy is payable April 1 to 


‘Rancho | holders of record at the close of 
' business on March 15. 
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GN Hearing Discloses Educ'l Got 
$1,100,000 for Assets Valued at 436 





Olivier, Garson Team 


In Metro ‘Prejudice’ 


Hollywood, Jan, 23. 
Laurence Olivier and Greer Gar- 
son are slated to co-star in ‘Pride 
and Prejudice’ at Metro. 


It will be their first job together 
since they left the London stage. 


FOXES’ BRINGS 
1006 FROM 
GOLDWYN 


Purchase of ‘The Little Foxes,’ 
Broadway legit hit, by Samuel Gold- 
wyn last week was on guarantee 
against percentage. Price was 25% 
of the net profit, with a minimum 
of $100,000 guaranteed. It is con- 
sidered highly unlikely -that the 
minimum will be exceeded, which 
fixes the price at the guarantee 
figure, 

Play is in its 48th week at the 
National theatre. It has been gen- 
erally expected that Goldwyn would 
buy it as the author, Lillian Hellman, 
worked for him a number of years 
and has a loose agreement by which 
he gets first call on her works. She 
will also do the screenplay. 
Tallulah Bankhead, star of the 
play, will not be in the picture ver- 
sion, although she has expressed a 
yen in that direction. Goldwyn is 
aiming to borrow Bette Davis from 
Warner Bros. for the Bankhead role. 


GARRETT, ROSEN WILL 
DIRECT FOR FINE ARTS 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Fine Arts signed Otis Garrett and 
Phil Rosen to directorial contracts. 
Garrett pilots ‘If This Be Treason’ 
and Rosen handles ‘At Your Age,’ 
starting in two weeks at RKO-Pathe. 


Dorothy Lamour Said 
To Want 20-Fox Berth 


Reaching New York yesterday 
(Tuesday), Dorothy Lamour is re- 
ported desirous of shifting from Par- 
amount to Twentieth-Fox, and is be- 
lieved to be in the east partly to dis- 
cuss such a move with Darryl Za- 


nuck, who came on from the Coast a 
week ago. 


Fussing with Paramount, Miss La- 
mour went off the Par lot for the 
first time in making ‘Dance With the 
Devil’ for 20th. 

On Feb,-2-Miss Lamour goes into 
the Chicago, Chicago, on a personal 
for Balaban & Katz, followed by the 
Paramount, N. Y., when the latter 
house plays ‘Seventeen’ (Par). 


Tippett Suit Out 


Suit for $600,000 of John D. Tip- 
pett, Inc., against Universal Pictures 
Corp., Print Stock Corp., Eastman 
Kodak Corp., Consolidated Film In- 
dustries, Inc., Carl Laemmle, Mau- 
rice Fleckels, Jules E. Brulatour, 
Inc., and Jules E. Brulatour was dis- 
continued in the N. Y. supreme court 
Monday (22), Action charged breach 
of contract and conspiracy. 

The plaintiff asserted breach of a 
five-year raw stock contract with 
Universal entered into in June, 1932. 
It was asserted Consolidated, in or- 
der to secure the film company’s 
business, loaned Universal $1,000,000. 
































Examine Sonja Henie 


Sonja Henie was ordered yester- 
day (Tuesday) to appear for exami- 
nation before trial on Feb. 12 by N.Y. 
supreme court justice Philip Mc- 
Cook, in connection with Dennis R. 
Scanlan’s $92,000 suit against her. 

Scanlan claims breach of a mana- 
gerial contract. 











Examinations under section 21A of 
the bankruptcy act were conducted 
Friday (19) and Monday (22) in 
Federal court, New York, in connec. 
tion with the liquidation of Grand 
National Pictures, Inc. Officers and 
directors of the company were ex. 
amined by Joseph Dannenberg, at. 
torney for the trustee, concerning as. 
sets and affairs of the bankrupt, with 
Earle W. Hammons, former presi- 
dent, due to take the stand today 
(Wednesday). 

First witness on Monday was Nor- 
man C. Nicholson, attorney for the 
company. Nicholson, it was dis. 
closed, was also attorney for Arcadia 
Pictures Corp., of which William 
Skirball was president. Skirball was 
also in charge of production at 
Grand National. Nicholson attempted 
to object to certain questions put to 
him by Dannenberg. In this he was 
overruled by referee Peter B. Olney, 
Jr., who ordered him to answer any 
question put to him. Nicholson ad- 
mitted that a relative of Hammons 
owned some of the 2,506 shares- of 
stock issued by Arcadia. Discus- 
sions were held concerning the loan 
of $15,000 to GN by Arcadia on 
March 16, 1939, for which Arcadia 
received a chattel mortgage. Ar- 
cadia, declared Nicholson, paid the 
same rental at the GN studio as did 
all other companies. Nicholson re- 
vealed the manner in which Grand 
National procured a loan of $25,000 
from the National City Bank in re- 
turn for a second mortgage on stu- 
dio equipment. This money was to 
be repaid out of the never received 
RFC loan. At no time after Jan. 1, 
1939, was the company able to meet 
its then current liabilities. People 
were pressing for money and there 
was no money available. 

The Educ’! Deal 


Then Dannenberg started to bore 
into the transfer of assets of Educa- 
tional to GN at the time of incor- 
poration of the bankrupt in Octo- 
ber, 1938. Educational transferred 
$1,068,922 in assets to GN and re- 
ceived in return $1,100,000 shares of 
stock of GN with a par value of $1 
a share. However, it was brought 
out by Dannenberg that the actual 
book value of the transferred assets 
on Educational’s own books was 
$43,233. The witness argued that this 
discrepancy was due to the fact that 
many of Educational’s films had been 
written off at a value of $1 after 78 
weeks of exhibition. These films, if 
reissued, would have value, he de- 
elared. 

He pointed out that a reissue in 
1934 of Bing Crosby films had netted 
the company $50,000 after they were 
written off at nothing. Dannenberg, 
however, pointed out that the arbi- 
trary figure of $1,068,922 just bale 
anced the actual book assets of Edu- 
cational, and in reality GN did not 
receive full value for its stock. In- 
cluded among the transferred assets 
were Educational’s trade marks, 
granted for 50 years to the bank- 
rupt. 

Harold Saxe, comptroller of GN, 
was another witness. He was quer- 
ried on the same items. Saxe ad- 
mitted that the figure set on the as- 
sets of Educational was an arbitrary 
one, and went into a complicated ac- 
counting of how they were arrived 
at. Hammons and T. W. Williams 
were the men who actually set the 
amounts. It was also disclosed im 
Monday’s testimony that, along with 
the trademarks and re-issue rights, 
GN also assumed all the current lia- 
bilities of Educational, which totaled 
$230,588. 





Pasternak’s ‘City’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Universal assigned Joe Pasternak 
to produce ‘Our City,’ heavy budget 
entry based on Grover Jones’ orig- 
inal. Loretta Young and Gloria Jean 
are top billed. 
Yarn has a Manhattan locale. 








Trevor Pic Resuming 

Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Claire Trevor is making speedy re- 
covery from her recent illness and 
Republic will resume shooting on 
‘Dark Command’ by Feb. 1. By that 
time Walter Pidgeon, male lead, will 
have finished his job in ‘It’s a Date 

at Universal. 

Studio collected $250,000 insurance 
on Miss Trever’s illness. Film has 





about 16 more days of shooting. 
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It’s the Bad Weather in Chi, Too: 
‘Remember'-Vaude 406, ‘Guy -Unit 
$18,000, Sonja 106, ‘Child’ $6,500 





- Chicago, Jan. 23. 
t week it was the number of 
old-over pictures which held down 
grosses, and currently it’s the 
gub-zero thermometer which is keep- 
the public close to their fireside 
end radios. If the weather warms up 
any during the final days of the cur- 
rent session, most of the houses 
ghould respond with a lift at the 
wicket, for the attractions generally 

are okay. 

ag SA & Katz Chicago is step- 
ping out currently with a big cost 
stage show, primarily due to the fact 
that the last show on Thursday (25) 
has been already sold out to the 
rican Can ey for sags as 
rivate party. owever, the line- 
wy show and picture is aiding that 
ouse to bring in a healthy gross 
without the canners, Jones, Linick 

& Schaefer also are going to town 

ith an upped stage budget at the 

riental for the final stage week be- 
fore the house goes straight pictures 
on Thursday (25) with ‘Gone With 
he Wind.’ House also lifted its ad- 
j~ Bide scale from 40c to 55c in view 
of the cost of the show. 

Palace is having some trouble with 
‘Green Hell’ as the top pic in its 
ouble bill, and it’s strictly a one- 
week session. New loop product cur- 
rent in the Apollo, where ‘We Are 
Not Alone’ is ee some coin, the 
Garrick which is going ‘adults only’ 
for ‘A Child Is Born,’ the United 
Artists with ‘Raffles’ and Roosevelt 
with ‘Everything Happens At Night.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Not Alone’ (WB). Plenty of ad- 
vertising resulted in good get-away 
which indicates wif $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Intermezzo’ (UA) wound up a 
ood three-week gallop to neat 
4,200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Remember Night’ (Par) and stage 
show. Guy Robertson, Ray Bolger, 
Anita Louise headlining big stage 
show. Combination going along to 
profitable $40,000. Last week, 
Swanee’ (20th) turned in a fair 
enough $31,600. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Child Born’ (WB). Has an ‘adults 
only’ tag and going in for explosive 
exploitation, which is dragging in 
femmes for good $6,500. Last week, 
‘Herbert’ (Par) completed _three- 
week stay in loop to okay $3,800. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-35-55) 
Big Guy’ (U) and ‘Seeing Stars’ 
nit on stage. Unit with Three 
tooges getting trade and upping 
— to strong $18,000. Last week, 

ain St. Lawyer’ (Rep) faded badly 
towards end to wind up with $11,200, 
mild. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 

‘Green Hell’ (U) and L 
RKO). Combination not getting 
anywhere and will be here only one 
week at murky $9,000. Last week, 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO) wound up a 
strong four-week rendezvous with 
$8.200, okay. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
78)—‘Everything Happens’ (20th). 
Sonja Henie drawing to tune of all 
fight $10,000 for initial stanza. Last 
week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) was forced 
nto a fourth week to sink to sad 
4,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
Ftd London’ (U), and vaude. 

rdinary line-up that is garnering a 
air enough $14,000. Last week, ‘Dr. 

* (WB) was brilliant at $17,100 
with Henry Armetta p.a. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
5-55-65-75)—‘Raffles’ (UA). Doing 
airly well at $7,000 for second and 
urrent week, after taking neat $12,- 
00 for last week’s opener. 


‘FRIDAY’ HOT $7,000 
IN SUB-ZERO OMAHA 


Omaha, Jan. 23. 

‘His Girl Friday’ getting a smash 
$7,000 at the Brandeis for the town’s 
Outstanding biz. Pic will probably 
be held extra days or maybe an ex- 
tra stanza. 

Lots of snow, followed by 20-be- 
low-zero weather, keeping patrons 
at home by the stove, Light com- 
petish from annual Golden Gloves 
affair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-900; 10-25) _— ‘First 
Love’ (U) and ‘That’s Right” (RKO), 
dual, split with ‘Circus’ (M-G) and 
Here Stranger’ (20th). Fair $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Drums’ -(20th) and ‘On 








Toes’ (WB), dual, split with ‘Beware | (U). 


Spooks’ (Col), ‘Not Alone’ (WB) and 
Bright Boys’ (U), tripler, $1,600, 
good. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Friday’ (Col) and ‘Music 
Heart’ (Col). Jam-packed $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Deuces’ (RKO) and 
Christian’ (RKO) n. g. $3,000. 

‘ Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
Victor Herbert’ (Par) 
Chance’ (20th). Fair $6,000. 





‘Spitfire’ | 


week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Turps’ 
(M-G) $7,000, nice. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Oh Johnny’ (U). 
Mediocre $7,000. Last week ‘McCar- 
thy Detective’ (U) and ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th), $7,000, so-so. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘First Love’ (U) and ‘That’s Right’ 
(RKO), dual, split with ‘Circus’ and 
‘Call Messenger’ (U), first run, dual. 
Fair $900. Last week, ‘Drums’ (20th) 
and ‘Yours’ (UA), dual, split with 
‘Monterey’ (Rep), first run, ‘Not 
Alone’ (WB) and ‘Bright Boys’ (U), 
tripler, $900, mediocre. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Outlaws Paradise’ (Cap), first run, 
‘Flight Midnight’ (Rep), first run, 
and ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB), tripler, 
split with ‘Dude Ranger’ (Rep), 
first run, ‘Drums’ (20th) and ‘Yours’ 
(UA), tripler. Good $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Flaming Lead’ (Cap), ‘Irish 
Luck’ (Mon) and ‘Everything Ice’ 
(RKO), first-run tripler, split with 
‘Law Beyond Range’ (Col), first run, 
‘Hidden Staircase’ (WB) and ‘Espion- 
-, Agent’ (WB), tripler, $1,000, 
good. 


15-Below L'ville 
Rides ‘Destry’ to 
$7,500; Shop’ 66 


Louisville, Jan, 23. 

Record cold spell past few days, 
with thermometer hitting a new low 
of 15 below zero, no help to first-run 
b.o.’s. Cold snap moderated some- 
what Sunday (21), and with breaks 
current stanza should shape up for 
pretty good takings. 

‘Brother Rat and Baby’ on single 
at Mary Anderson looks to grab some 
nice coin, while ‘Shop Around Cor- 
ner’ dualled with ‘Earl of Chicago’ 
at Loew’s State, is running about 
even-Stephen with ‘Destry Rides 
Again’ and ‘Framed’ at Rialto. Jane 
Withers opus ‘High School’ coupled 
with ‘Oh, Johnny’ at the Strand is 
garnering attention from the younger 
element of patrons, and looks for 
Okay takings. 

While the cold spell probably has 
an adverse effect on b.o.’s, it has ad- 
vantages, bringing patrons indoors 
for their entertainment. Natives in 
this locality not accustomed to low 
temperatures, and. lack interest in 
outdoor sports as a general thing. 

Tom Muchmore, manager Vogue in 
St. Mathews, a suburb, brought in 
WLW’s Renfro Valley Barn Dance 
Friday (19), but severely cold 
weather and icy roads precluded any 
bumper take. About $250 on day. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) 
and ‘Music Heart’ (Col). Second 
week at this house, and third down- 
town stanza. Current pace aiming at 
light $1,600. Last week neat $2,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Cat 
Canary’ (Par). 
age $1,600. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ 
(UA) and ‘First Love’ (U), in spite 
of bad weather, okay $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3.100; 15- 
30-40) —‘Shop’ (M-G) and ‘Earl Chi- 
cago’ (M-G). With breaks should 








warrant okay $6,000 on seven-day | 
‘Wind’ (M-G) opens Friday | 
(26) with reserved seats at $1.26 for | 


stanza. 


night shows and Sunday matinee. 
Weekday matinees continuous 
reserved) are 75c. Advance sale 


plenty heavy. Last week, ‘Mice’ 
(UA) and ‘Kildare’ (M-G), okay 
$8,000. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 15- 
30-40) —‘Rat and Baby’ (WB). Pull- 
ing plenty of the younger crowd, and 
should cop nice $3,200 with any kind 
of break on weather. Last week, 
‘Child Born’ pulled hefty femme 
trade, with patrons evidently expect- 
ing pic on the ‘Birth of Baby’ order. 
Bad weather slowed trade somewhat. 








and ‘City | ‘Geronimo’ 
Last ' (RKO), fair $3,000. 


but results still shaped up as pleasing 
$3,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)-—Destry’ (U) and ‘F 
Weather will be a deciding fac- 
tor, although early pace looks to hold 
consistently. Should cop fine $7,500. 
Last week. ‘Swanee’ (20th) and ‘City 


; Chance’ (20th), with March of Time 


added, corraled sweet $9,000. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 


/30-40)—‘High School’ (20th) and ‘Oh, 


Johnny’ (20th). Some improvement, 


| with good $3,200 in sight. Last week, 


(Par) and ‘Spitfire’ 


PICTU 


(not | 


‘Framed’ | 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject ta Change) 





(Week of Jan. 25 

Astor—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (6th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (6th wk.). 

Criterion—‘Judge Hardy and 
Son’ (M-G) (2d wk.), 

Globe—‘Lion Has Wings’ (UA) 
(2d wk.). 

Hollywood—‘The Blue Bird’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). 

Music Hall—‘Shop Around the 
Corner’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 10) 

Paramount — ‘Remember _ the 
Night’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Pix—‘Mad Empress’ (WB) 
(26). 

Rialto—‘ Invisible Man Re- 
turns’ (U) (2d wk.). 

Rivoli—‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
(20th). 

Roxy—'Brother Rat and a 
Baby’ (WB) (26). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 10) 

Strand—‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) 
(26). 

Week of Feb. 1 

Aster—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (7th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (7th wk.). 

Criterien—‘Congo Maisie’ 
(M-G) (31), 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 17) 

Glebe—‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ 
(Col) (3). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Hollywood—‘The Blue Bird’ 
(20th) (3d wk.). 

Music Hall—‘Shop Around the 
Corner’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 

Paramount — ‘Remember 
Night’ (Par) (3d wk.). 

Rivoli—‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). ; 

Strand—‘Fighting 69th’ 
(2d wk.). 


the 


(WB) 





CEILING ZERO IN 
DET; ‘WIVES 
$13,000 


Detroit, Jan. 23. 

Looking out of their igloos, local 
movie house managers are sighting 
a let-up in the town’s first cold wave 
and a pick-up in biz. While most 
of the country previously had been 
suffering from cold waves, such 
spells had ducked Detroit. 

Last week-end the thermometers 
took the skids here—the coldest 
weather in four years—and with it 
biz took a drop down. With gen- 
erally good double-bills in town, 
theatres are hopeful of a pickup with 
a let-up of the sub-zero tempera- 
tures. It would enable them to 
finish up around average. 

However, some of the falling off 
might be attributed to the custom- 
'ers saving their pennies for ‘Gone 
| With the Wind,’ opening here Thurs- 
day (Jan. 25) at United Artists and 
| Wilson, and ‘Blue Bird’ due for road- 
| Showing at Adams on Feb. 2. Former 
| picture has had more people in line 
lat the b.o. than anything else in 
ltown. A steady line is keeping the 











Shaping up for aver-|cages open for 18-hour stretches | 


with the buying going weeks ahead. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
|‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Oh, Johnny’ (VU). 
‘Destry’ is moved over after a decent 
week at the Fox considering the 
weather, and house may get a fair 
$5,000. Last week, ‘That’s Right’ 
(RKO) (ist wk, 2d run) and ‘Alle- 
|gheny Uprising’ (RKO) (1st wk, 2d 
run) managed a nice $5,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th). Opening slow 
| because of weather, but a break will 
jlet it struggle up to an average 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Destry’ (U) and 
'‘Song Heart’ (Col) fell away slightly 
'to end up with a not bad $16,500. 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-55) —‘Four Wives’ (WB) and 
_‘Henry Goes Arizona’ (M-G). May 


|see decent $13,000. Last week; ‘Vic-| 5 


;tor Herbert’ (Par) and ‘Flying 
‘Deuces’ (RKO) slumped off to 
$13,800. 


| Palms-State 
(3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Victor Herbert’ 
(Par) (ist wk, 2d run) and ‘Shop’ 
(M-G) (1st wk, 2d run). Bill is a 
combo of best from last week's 


(United Detroit)—'| 


<a 
—— 


Freezing Tem. hers | Bway 
But ‘Hardy’ Hot $17,500; ‘Night’, 
Ink Spots Nice 456; ‘Lion’, 106 


B. 0s, 





Wintry weather in the country’s 
No. 1 key is causing some b.o. suf- 
fering along Broadway, but, although 
maximums are not being reached, 
the figures in most cases are still 
good. A snowstorm Thursday night 
(18) came late enough to avoid inter- 
ference, but the intense cold which 
has prevailed for a week is keeping 
ed ee of the crowds down some- 
what. 


‘Gone With the Wind’ is still 
Sweeping everything in its path, 
however, being less affected than 
other films. While dipping a little 
from the previous week, the fifth 
stanza’s_ Capitol take, ending last 
night (Tues.), stood at a powerful 
$75,000. Since New Year’s, the first 
day the Capitol has gone under $10.- 
000 was this past Thursday (18), 
when the gross was $9,500 on three 
daily shows. At the Astor, capacity 
still reigns, $22,700 being the take the 
fifth week ending last night (Tues.). 


Paramount came in with a new 
show (17), ‘Remember the Night’ and 
a stage complement of Bob Chester’s 
orch, the Inkspots and Bert Wheeler. 
Playing to $45,000 on the first seven 
days, up to last night (Tues.), house 
is doing exceptionally good business 
in face of the weather, and today 
(Wed.) starts a holdover. 


all hands busy at the Criterion for a 
change, with the initial week’s take, 
ending last night (Tues.), standing at 
a sock $17,500, one of the highest 
gros..s the house has ever done. 
Film is being held over. Another 
secondary first-run, the Rialto, is 
going great guns with ‘Invisible Man 
Returns.’ The first week, endin 
Sunday night (21) was $12,500, while 
the second (current) augurs about 


500. 
Another house that takes a back 
seat on film supply, the Globe, is 
doing well with ‘Lion Has Wings,’ 
which it opened Saturday (20). The 
possibilities are good for $10,000 or 
over, and picture will hold. 
The Roxy is having tough sledding. 
‘He Married His Wife’ opened very 
poorly Friday (19), and the week’s 
gross will be only about $20,000, red. 
Second-run State went first-run 
this week with ‘The Amazing Mr. 
Williams,’ and is doing satisfactorily 
in spite of conditions, with stage sup- 
port from Louis Sobol (columnist), 
Joe E. Lewis and Cobina Wright, Jr. 
House may top a nice $22,000. 
Holdovers from the prior week are 
‘His Girl Friday,’ which is off a little 
at the Music Hall, and ‘Invisible 
Stripes,’ plus a stage show at the 
Strand. Latter, with draught of Dead 
End Kids in person regina | juvenile 
attendance, is in pretty good shape at 
around $28,000. Shep Fields is the 
current band on the two-week book- 
ing. M. H. may be around $68,000 
with ‘Friday’ on the second week, 
ending tonight (Wed.), following a 
sturdy, though not sensational, first 
week’s gate of $83,000. 
Strand brings in ‘Fighting 69th’ 
and Paul Whiteman Friday (26), 
while the Hall ushers in ‘Shop 
Around the Corner’ tomorrow morn- 
ing (Thurs.) A terrific campaign 
figures for ‘Fighting 69th.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Wind’ (M-G) (6th week). Tees 
off on sixth hole today (Wed.), fol- 
lowing fifth week’s grab of $22,700, 
capacity. The same has been the 
figure for the prior four stints, with 
|no standing room being sold. 
| Capitol (4,520; 75-$1.10-$1.65) — 
| ‘Wind’ (M-G) (6th week). Breezing 
' along briskly, the fifth week’s take 
j being $75,000, as compared with 
$77,000 for the fourth stanza. Pic- 
| ture opens in Newark and Jersey 
| City tomorrow (Thurs.) and at the 
| Met, Brooklyn, Feb. 1, but not ex- 
| pected that these nearby runs are 
going to cut much ice here or at the 
| Astor. 
| Criterion (1,662: 25-40-55-75-85 )— 
‘Judge Hardy’ (M-G). In here be- 
| cause the Cap is on a long lease with 
‘Wind,’ and going to town in hand- 
'some fashion, with admish boosted 
ifrom prior 55c top. Begins second 
/} week today (Wed.). following first 
seven days $17,500, near to high for 
| theatre in its three years’ existence. 
In ahead, ‘Child Is Born’ (WB), got 
| $7,000, not sugary but o.k. 
| Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Lion Has 
| Wings’ (UA). Got a good start over 
| the week-end and looks for $10,000 
r more, considerably over average, 
and will be retained a second semes- 
ter. Last week, ‘My Son Is Guilty’ 
(Col), got hung, only $6,000. 
Hollywood (1,553; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65) 
—The Blue Bird’ (20th). Opened 
here Friday night (19) before in- 
| vited audience with only handful of 
balcony seats sold. 





picture accounting for most of a sat- 
isfactory $8,500. Preceding doubleton, 
‘Everything Happens at Night’ (20th) 
(2d run) and ‘Man Who Wouldn't 
Talk’ (20th) (ist run), got only $6,- 
500, poor. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
—Remember the-Night’ (Par), with 
Bob Chester band, Bert Wheeler and 
the Inkspots on the stage. Begins 
second week today (Wed.) The first 
seven days ending last night (Tues.) 
totaled $45,000, very good in view of 
the thermometer. Film got excellent 
notices. Week behind that, fourth for 
‘Gulliver’ (Par) and Glen Gray, was 
$22,000, only fair, but, when added to 
first three weeks’ take, spelled heavy 
profit. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Girl Friday’ (Col) 





‘Judge Hardy and Son’ is keeping 


Failed to get, 


Michigan and United Artists’ double-| boost from local press and on first | 


bills. Looks like a nice $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and 
|‘Reno’ (RKO) feil down to $5,000. 

| United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2,000; 30-40-55)—‘Intermezzo’ (UA) | 


| and ‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G). Close to 


an average $9,500. Last week, ‘Shop’, 


(M-G) and ‘Bluegrass’ (WB) froze 


up with only $7,500. 


, three days around $4,000, not good. 
| Attracting the kids more. than 
adults, Saturday and Sunday mats 
were both good, but night business 
is off quite a lot and a short run is 


predicted. 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) —‘Four 
Wives’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Sued for 


and stage show (2d-final week). 
Pranced through to $83,000 on the 
first week, but is leveling off some- 
what on the holdover to $68,000, or 
a little below that; however, very 
satisfactory black on the engagement. 
‘Shop Around Corner’ (M-G) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Invisible 
Man Returns’ (U) (2d week). Just 
what the doctor ordered for this 
cubicle; looks a probable $8,500 this 
week (2d), after snatching $12,500 
the first seven days. Streamlined re- 
issue of ‘Hell’s Angels’ (Astor) has 
been booked for early dating. 
Bivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Grapes of Wrath’ (20th) opens here 
today (Wed.), backed by an extensive 
and effective ad campaign. Theatre 
closed down Sunday night (21) to 
prepare for the ‘Grapes’ preem. It 


g | played ‘Light That Failed’ (Par) four 


weeks and three days, turning in a 
nice profit. Final three days was 
$4,500, while the fourth week was 
$16,000. 

Rexy (5,836; 25-40-55-75) — ‘He 
Married His Wife’ (20th) and stage 
show. Hobbling along on one leg 
and only about $20,000 seen, very 
poor. Last week ‘Raffles’ (UA), 
under $35,000, disappointing. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Amazing 
Mr. Williams’ (Col). and vaude bill 
including Louis Sobel, Joe E. Lewis 
and Cobina Wright, Jr. Business 
satisfactory at approximately $22,000. 
Last week, ‘Another Thin Man’ 
(M-G), under $23,000, good. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and Shep 
Fields, plus ‘Dead End Kids,’ on stage 
(2d-final week). Holdover pace good 
at $28,000 or thereabouts, following 
first week’s nab of $39,500, excellent, 
Dead Enders have proved good b.o., 
drawing the kids of the town. 


‘FRIDAY’ NICE $4,100 
PACES PUNKO LINCOLN 


a Lincoln, Jan. 23. 

Activity of all kinds featured the- 
atre row this week, the Lincoln com- 
ing out of a five-week recondition- 
ing layoff (19) which puts 1,500 
more seats on the row. Opening pic 
is ‘He Married His Wife,’ which, cou- 
pled with the ballied opening, is do- 
ing pretty good. ‘Wind,’ being ad- 
vanced now, comes in (25) for a 
two-week stretch, and the advance 
sale is good, 

Forecast demise of the Varsity, 
Nebraska Theatres, Inc, 1,100-seat 
action spot, was read in city council] 
appraisal of the property at $58,000 
It'll be torn out in a street widening 
project, if vote carries this week. 
‘Elizabeth and Essex’ is doing 
fairly well at the Nebraska, while 
‘Brother Rat and the Baby’ never got 
under way. 

Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) 
(750; 10-15)—Taming West’ (Col) 
and ‘Pride Navy’ (Rep) split with 
‘Strange Faces’ (U) and ‘Fighting 
Gringo’ (RKO). Bad weather hurt, 
$800, so-so. Last week, ‘Roll, Wagons’ 
(Mono) and ‘Forbidden Valley’ (U) 
split with ‘Son Frankenstein’ (U) (re- 
issue), very nice $1,000. 

Liberty (NTI -Noble-Federer) 

(1,000; 10-25-35)— ‘Friday’ (Col). 
Nice $4,100. Last week, ‘Raffles’ 
(UA), would have been bigger, but 
weather was stopper; neat $2,900, 
however, 
Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1.500; 10- 
25-35)—‘Married Wife’ (20th). Infor 
six days. Good $3,000, opening week. 
Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40 )}—‘Elizabeth and Essex’ (WB). 
Rretty fair $2,800 for five days. Last 
week, ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G), excellent 
considering, $4,200. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1.900: 10-25- 
35)—‘Rat and Baby’ (WB). Never 
got away, and temp hit 19 below 
opening night. Weak $2.800. Last 











‘Libel’ (RKO) (st run), paired. Top! 


week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G), slowed 
sharply, $3,300, light. 
Varsity (NTI- Noble-Federer) 


(1,100: 10-20-25)—‘Zero Hour’ (Rep) 
and ‘Covered Trailer’ (Rep). Luke- 
warm $1.800. Last week, “Road to 
Glory’ (20th) and ‘Cafe Hostess’ 
(Col), unexpectedly okay $2.390. 
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50th Anni Campaign 
Cost Only $1,200, But 
Got Excellent Results 


The 50th Anniversary of Motion 
Pictures campaign has produced 
comparatively satisfactory results for 
the industry, according to a com- 
pilation of results achieved in the 
nation’s press. List has been com- 
piled by the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn., which 
handled the entire drive beginning 
last fall. 

While not as much publicity ac- 
crued as during the Greatest Picture 
Year campaign during 1938, the net 
result obtained is rated as excellent 
considering the small cash outlay. 

Check reveals that only $1,200 was 
spent on the Golden Jubilee cam- 
paign as against about $1,000,000 on 
the Greatest Motion Picture Year. 
Bulk of money for the 50th anni 
went for preparing and mailing an 
exploitation manual to exhibitors, 
circuits and circuit heads, 


NATURAL TIEUPS HELP 
‘SWANEE’S’ PITT RUN 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 

City fathers, Pittsburgh Symphony 
and number of other civic-minded 
agencies have made it pretty soft for 
George Tyson, advertising head of 
Harris outfit, in putting over ‘Swanee 
River’ (20th). Picture is currently 
in its fourth downtown week be- 
tween two Harris houses, Alvin and 
Senator, only spot in country so far 
where it has clicked so spectacularly. 

Right in middle of run, Stephen 
Collins Foster’s hometown staged a 
big celebration commemorating 76th 
anniversary of composer’s death and, 
a few days later, Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony, under Fritz Reiner, featured 
gallery of Foster works by Morton 
Gould. Both events snatched big 
spreads in all three dailies and Har- 
ris outfit was quick to cash in on 
wide publicity. 

Tyson himself started ball rolling 
with special screening for Foster’s 
granddaughter and great grand- 
daughter, who still live here, and 
that was good for plenty of space. 
Hardly a day’s gone by in the last 
four weeks that there hasn’t been 
some mention or other of Foster and 
it’s all reacted in favor of ‘Swanee,’ 
which was rated just a fair picture, 
but is proving one of long-run hits 
of the year locally. 


RKO Pitting ‘Pinocchio’ 
Vs. ‘Robinson’ in R. C. 


Opening of ‘Pinocchio’ at the Cen- 
ter, New York, Feb. 7, and ‘Swiss 
Family Robinson,’ now scheduled to 
go into the Music Hall early next 
month immediately after ‘Shop 
Around the Corner,’ will place RKO 
in the position of having two films 
running in competitive houses only 
a block apart on Sixth avenue. Walt 
Disney’s new cartoon feature was set 
for the Center because the Music | 
Hall would not give ‘Pinocchio’ a | 
guaranteed minimum 10-week en- 
gagement. 

RKO now has scheduled a string 
of productions for the next three or 
four months. Preceding ‘Swiss Fam- 
ily Robinson’ on release will be ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois,’ set for Jan. 22. 
In February, the company has ‘Vigil 
in the Night,’ Carole Lombard’s lat- 
est starrer, as well as ‘Pinocchio.’ 
The following month the company 
will have Ginger Rogers’ latest, 
‘Primrose Path,’ and also ‘Irene,’ 
with Ray Milland and Anna Neagle. 

For April release, the company has 
set ‘My Favorite Wife,’ new Irene 
Dunne-Cary Grant film. ‘Bill of 

Divorcement’ is slated for early May 
release. 























Transportation Tieup 


Hamilton, O., Jan. 23. 
After Feb. 1, patrons of the Para- 
mount, flagship of local Northio 





By John 


If the Metro publicity barrage incidental to the 
launching of ‘Gone With the Wind’ dominated other 
film publicity in important first run spots for a few 
weeks, the exploitation staffs at Warners, 20th-Fox and 
RKO seem determined to get into the middle of the 
fight in behalf of their own product. Currently, at- 
tention is centered on forthcoming films from these 
companies. Special effort has been expended in high- 
lighting the premieres of ‘The Fighting 69th’ (WB), 
‘The Blue Bird,’ ‘Grapes of Wrath’ (20th-Fox), ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois’ and ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO). ” 

There is nothing like competition to stir showman- 
ship into action, and although each of the new films 
would ordinarily have received special handling and 
emphasis, the temporary blanketing of the field for 
and in behalf of ‘Gone With the Wind’ now has stimu- 
lated trade attention to other pictures. 

Warner Bros, has gone martial and even Broadway, 
which takes film ballyhoo right in stride, has been 
perking up its military stance to the accompaniment of 
the 165th Regiment band. The brass and woodwind 
soldiers have appeared publicly on several occasions 
in connection with some exploitation stunt for “The 
Fighting 69th’. It has been a lively campaign which 
will strike its top note tonight (Wed.) at a number of 
reunion dinners in a score of cities given by veterans 
of the Rainbow Division, of which New York’s 69th was 
a unit. In Manhattan the dinner will be held at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. Film personalities who will speak 
include Jack L. Warner, James Cagney and Pat 
O’Brien. Day and date first runs have been set for 


Fri. (26). 
20TH’S $3,000,000 IN FILMS 


To the gaiety of the month, 20th-Fox offers some 
$3,000,000 in films. ‘The Blue Bird’ was lifted from 
general release and promoted as a two-a-day attraction 
in the Hollywood theatre, the premiere (16) having all 
the familiar bally accoutrements of arclights, lobby 
broadcasting, police lines and chinchilla. Studio execu- 
tives and some of the players came east for the occa- 
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OWMANSHIP : 





C. Flim 


remaining over for today’s (Wed.) launching of 
~ e of Wrath’ at the Rivoli. Third entry from the 
company is ‘Little Old New York,’ coming to the Roxy. 
Away from the Broadway scene, RKO selected 
Washington, D. C., for the premiere last night (Tues.) 
of ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ based on the Robert E. 
Sherwood play, and the showing there is at advanced 
admission prices, similar to the ‘GWTW’ scale. Walt 
Disney’s ‘Pinocchio’ comes to the Center theatre on 
Feb. 7 for an extended run with stepped up admission 
scale. : 
Instances cited should dispel any prevalent ideas 
that there is any material letup in the drive behind 
the better class of film product. At the same time, the 
very pressure on the outstanding films proves the 
point that scores of pictures, which comprise the great 
bulk of theatre bookings, are lost, strayed or forgotten 
in the excitement. They, too, are entitled to a place 
in the spotlight, but the method of special showings is 
unsuited to their needs. 


POTENTIAL B. 0. FILMS 


Any major distributor will discover upon close ex- 
amination of film rental returns from early season re- 
leases that half a dozen ‘smaller’ pictures might have 
moved into substantial profit if the sales department 
and the theatre circuit bookers had known in advance 
more about their merits as entertainment. The rou- 
tine of heavy production schedules and the showman’s 
instinct to play the favorites (meaning the more heav- 
ier budgeted product) makes recognition of lesser films 
difficult. And this, despite the fact that the run of the 
mill films, in total, cost more than the specials, employ 
more talent and occupy more playdates. 

It is only through channels within the trade that a 
good word can be spoken for the less spectacular pro- 
duction. Any of the major producing organizations 
would profit by more advertising on the general re- 
leases. These are the films which keep the wheels of 
the industry in motion. They are the pictures which 
sustain the millions invested in theatre properties. 





WISC. SUPREME COURT | Sidney Holland Wins 
$1,000 Columbia Prize 


Gloversville, N. Y., Jan. 23. 


UPHOLDS BINGO BAN 


Milwaukee, Jan. 23. 
Theatre men are jubilant over the 





Sidney Holland, 


decision just handed down by the, district manager for Schine Theatres, 
Wisconsin supreme court upholding | who is stationed at the Glove here, 
the ban on bingo as a lottery and a l received from Joseph Miller, eastern 
public nuisance that must be sup-/sales manager for Columbia, a check 
pressed. The high court unanimously ;for $1,000. Award represented first 


affirmed a decision by Circuit Judge | prize in a national 


Charles L. Aarons, granting an in- test on the ‘Only Angels Have Wings’ 


(Col). 
Holland put on 


junction to Charles W. Trampe, 
owner of the Climax and Rainbow 


theatres, distributor of Monogram | cently when he was stationed at Elk- 
He used an airplane 
Inc., against Mr. and Mrs. Edward | Squadron, among other things, to ad- 


pictures, and head of Film Service, | hart, Ind. 


F. Zrimsek, operators of Bahn Frei | Vertise the picture. 





CENSORSHIP THREATENS 
ALL L. A. THEATRES 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23. 
Censorship of film and legit the- 
atres in Los Angeles is threatened 
by an ordinance giving the Police 
Commission complete control over 
theatrical operations. By a vote of 
10 to 4, City Council instructed the 
city attorney to draft such an ordi- 
nance, which will become effective 
if passed by the Council and signed 
by the mayor. Measure would give 
the Police Commission authority to: 
Investigate every theatre in the 
city. 

Revoke permits when there is 





Mohawk Valley 


exploitation con- 


the campaign re- 





Hall, which, with a capacity of 1,000 
persons, ran bingo games four or five 
nights a week. 

Similar games throughout the city | 
have seriously dented show biz, par- 
ticularly in the nabes, and the Su- 





Goldsmith on the 


to completely wipe out this opposi- | 
to ‘What a Life,’ 


tion. | 
Prizes in the Bahn Frei bingo} 3: 
games ranged from $2.50 to $165 a! Henry Aldrich.’ 


tavern operated by the Zrimseks in |} 
connection with the hall. 


Katherine Brush Will 
Write Next ‘Hardy’ Film, 





will also rewrite 


‘Hartman, Goldsmith Work 
On ‘Life’ Sequel in N.Y. 


Don Hartman, Paramount writer, 
preme court decision is expected now | is in New York working with Clifford 


titled ‘The Further Adventures of 


game, and winners received certifi- | wind it up in about two weeks, after 
cates which could be redeemed at a! which Hartman will return to the 
Coast to begin adaptation of ‘Man in 
Half Moon Street,’ a London play. 
Writers came east to finish the 
‘Aldrich’ script after working on it 
at the studio four weeks. 


‘Up Spoke the Captain,’ which may 
be done on Broadway in the fall. 


found, in its own estimation, justi- 
fication for the act. 

Deny permits for theatre opera- 
tions to persons unable to convince 
th» commission of their moral quali- 
fications. 

Raise the license application fee 
from $1 to $10 to cover expenses 
caused by the ordinance. 


Center Well Staffed 


For ‘Pinocchio’ Run 


In anticipation for the run of Walt 
Disney’s second full-length produc- 
tion, ‘Pinocchio,’ which will have its 
world premiere at the Center Thea- 





script for a sequel 
Yarn is tentatively 





They expect to 





Hartman 
his legit comedy, 








Katharine Brush, writer, has been 


tre, Radio City, on February 7th, 
John Kenneth Hyatt, managing di- 


signed by Metro to a one-picture 
pact. She will do the story for the 
next ‘Judge Hardy’ film, studio hav- 
ing decided on a change from the 
formula of the writers on the lot, 
who have turned out the series in 
the past. 


Miss Brush, on the Coast for con- 
fabs on the story, returns to New 
York this week, where she’ll do the 
writing. 





Miranda Winding Up 


Carmen Miranda, Brazilian singer 
in ‘Streets of Paris,’ Majestic, N. Y., 
should wind up this week the se- 
quences being taken in New York at 
the Fox Movietone studio for use in 
‘South American Way,’ which 20th- 
Fox will produce. 

Full technical crew was brought on 


from Coast to do the shooting in the 
east. 





SELANDER’S 3 FOR PAR 


Roach Casts ‘Turnabout’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Hal Roach signed three top male 
|players for his next picture for 
| United Artists release, “Turnabout.’ 
| Adolphe Menjou, William Gargan 
‘and John Hubbard get the jobs in 
|the film, which Roach will produce 
|and direct. 

Carol Landis is under considera- 
tion for the femme lead. Shooting 
starts about Feb. 15. 


M-G Story Huddle 


William James Fadiman, eastern 
story editor of Metro, leaves for the | 
, Coast early in February for a series | 
| Of confabs with Kenneth McKenna, 
studio story head. 

Chinfests will pave way for spring 
announcement of 1940-41 product. 


BIG CHIEF STAYS 


Holywood, Jan. 23. 
Bill Wilkerson was re-elected pres- 




















Hollywood, Jan. 23. 





chain, may purchase theatre tickets 
on city buses after 6 p.m. at the reg- | 
ular evening admission of 40c. 

They are thus entitled to free bus | 
transportation to and from the the- 
atre. 


Lesley Selander closed a deal to 
direct three pictures for producer 
Harry Sherman at Paramount. 

First job is the initial Hopalong 
Cassidy feature for the 1940-41 pro- 
gram, rolling Feb. 12. 


ident of the Indian Actors Assn., 
with Joe Molina, v.p.; Clarence 
Davis, secretary, and Lucian Max- 
well, treasurer. 

New board of directors consists of 
Sky Eagle, Harold Melendrez, Ralph 


rector of the theatre, has engaged 
50 additional ushers, bringing the 
staff to a total of 75. Ten more 
cashiers, a nurse and seven projec- 
tionists have also been engaged. 

Four additional doormen for the 
Rockefeller Center Garage, which 
Hyatt also manages, have been hired 
to handle traffic. 

Press offices for the Walt Disney 
production have also been opened in 
the Center theatre. Richard Con- 
don is directing exploitation, with 
John McGeehan assisting. Douglas 
Whitney is in charge of publicity, 
assisted by Toni Spitzer, of RKO, 
and Robert Baral. Sydney Goldman 
is theatre manager. 

Center has 3,200 seats and the 
price scale will be 75 cents, mats, $1 
and $1.65 at night. Reserved seats 
will be sold only in the mezzanine. 


Benedict-Woodruff’s 2d 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Second picture for the Howard 
Benedict-Frank Woodruff combo at 
RKO is ‘All This and More.’ Duo 
is now turning out ‘Curtain Call.’ 
Benedict is former publicity head 
at the studio and Woodruff was re- 














Moranda, Harold Rogers and Oscar 
Cody. 


cruited from radio’s Lux Theatre, 
which he directed. 





Dixte’s Color Line 
Draws Negro Pickets 
To ‘Lincoln’ Premiere 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

World premiere of ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ here last night at Keith's 
theatre, sponsored by Newspaper 
Women’s Club as charity benefit, 
drew smartest audience for movie 
affair in local history—and they a) 
paid from $2.50 to $5. Mrs. Roose. 
velt headed celebs who included up. 


ward of 60 from the diplomatic corps, 
scores of congressmen, senators, 
cabinet members and even had a 
Supreme Court justice sitting in the 
balcony and liking it. 

Pic was screened Sunday night 
(21) at White, Hgyse for President 
and family. Among guests at White 
House supper and preview were Mr, 
and Mrs. Robert E. Sherwood, Mr, 
and Mrs. Max Gordon, Mr. and Mra, 
Harry Goetz, Mr, and Mrs. John 
Cromwell and Mr. and Mrs. Raye 
mond Massey. Also Mr. and Mrs. 
Hardie Meakin and Ruth Gordon and 
Mary Howard. All but Sherwood 
stuck for bows at last night’s pre- 
miere, Massey skipping single legit 
performance in Chicago. 

Possible trouble in view of pres- 
ence of nine Negro pickets in front 
of theatre failed to materialize, boys 
picketing peaceably and apparently 
no qualms on celebs’ part about passe 
ing line, if they even saw it. Pickete 
ing, announced by committee after 
conference with theatre managee 
ment, marks first questioning here 
in years of local set-up barring 
Negroes entirely from white thee 
atres. Plans to picket National thee 
atre last night also during opening 
of ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ were called 
off when Fredi Washington, like Bil] 
Robinson during recent run of ‘Ho¢ 
Mikado,’ advised against it as intere 
fering with Negro artistic endeavor, 

‘Abe’ premiere also drew hefty 
delegation of RKO theatre execs ine | 
cluding Mr. and Mrs. John J. O’Cone 
nor, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Meyers, Male 
com Kingsberg, William England, 
Harry Mandel and Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Brennan, 

Barrett McCormick had been in 
town for three days and two advance 
men had spent three weeks building 
up the ballyhoo which even outdid 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ due for local 
opening this Friday (26) at same rée 
served seat policy and hiked price 
scale, : 

Gordon, Cromwell, Massey, Ruth 
Gordon and Mary Howard appeared 
on network broadcast (NBC), show 
including dramatizations of scenes 
and chatter about opening. WJSV 
(CBS), did show from lobby before 
premiere and snagged Mrs. Roose 
velt for a few words on strength of 
White House preview night before. 


MARTIAL CAMPAIGN 
FOR ‘FIGHTING 69TH’ 


As part of the reunion celebration 
for the 69th regiment, a brief cere- 
mony of tribute to Father Francis 
Duffy, war-time chaplain of the unit, 
will take place at noon today at the 
base of the Duffy monument, Broad- 
way and 46th street. 

The regiment band, the color 
guard, and some of the officers will 
attend. Wreaths will be placed by 
James Cagney and Pat O’Brien, who 
have come east from Hollywood to 
attend the reunion dinner tonight at 
the Waldorf-Astoria and the pre- 
miere of ‘The Fighting 69th’ at the 
Strand on Friday (26). Ceremony 
will be broadcast by Kate Smith over 
her national hookup (CBS). 

Jack Warner and a party from the 
studio arrived at Grand Central yes- 
terday to be greeted by a crowd of 
10,000, that thoroughly enjoyed & 
concert of national airs played by 
the military band. 


Tieup With Civic Drive 


Worcester, Jan. 23. 

Loew’s Poli is cashing in to some 
extent on Worcester’s safety cam- 
paign. Manager Harold H. Maloney 
timed showing of ‘Drunk Driving,’ 
Metro’s prize-winning two-reeler, to 
coincide with current ‘Sane Driving 
Week’ here. 

As result, house has obtained €x- 
tra publicity in newspapers and on 
one occasion made page one. 
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Philly's Sole B.0. Breeze Is ‘Wind, 
$60,000 in Two Spots; ‘Rat’ $16,000 








Pailedeiphis, i. 3. ‘ 
roads are leading e Boy 
All Tarle this week where ‘Gone 
with the Wind’ is having simultane- 
ous runs to capacity houses at tilted 
prices. Both places sold out for the 
next two weeks for their reserved 
ats. Lines agers apd blocks are 
the rule at the ‘catch-as-catch-can’ 
ormances at the morning and af- 
ernoon showings at the Earle. 

The latter house, running three-a- 
day, (night and Sunday shows re- 
gerved), is set for a smash $32,000, 
only $1,000 under the house record 
set by Joe Penner heading a stage 
show four years ago. It is the high- 
est gate chalked yp for a film here 
in recent years. The take for 
‘Wind’ at the de luxer Boyd (two-a- 
day, reserved) is an estimated $28,- 
000. Prices have been upped from 
68-cent top to $1.14 (reserved) and 
5 cents (unreserved) at the Earle; 
and $1.14 and $1.71 at the Boyd. _ 

Outside of the Selznick film biz 
in midtown Philly is fiothing to brag 
about. ‘Mice and Men’ taking a dive 
at the Aldine and ‘Hunchback of 
Notre Dame slumping badly at the 


Keith. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68 )— 
‘Mice’ (UA) (2d wk.). Skidding very 
badly with a bare $6,000 for round 
two. First sesh —- discourag- 
ing with $10,300. ‘Green Hell’ opens 
tomorrow (Wed.). 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—Rulers Sea’ (Par) (2d run). A 

d $1,600 for four days. ‘ - 
ferters (Par) n.s.g. with about $1,100 
or the first three days of the week. 
Last week ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G), fair 
$2,600 for the second week of a third- 


run showing. 
(2,350; 1.14-1.71)— 


(WB) 

‘Wind’ (M-G). With every pew in 
the house taken at each performance, 
and the newspapers and radio still 


beating the drums, this opus is set 





for a long ride with $28,000 in the 
tiiy for the first sesh. Last week 
‘Shop’ (M-G) under par with a medi- | 
ocre $13,500 for eight days. { 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 75-1.14)—"Wind’ | 
(M-G). Three shows daily to ca-| 
peey audiences is dropping a supe- | 
orte $32,000 into the cash bin. | 
ane ay prices are under that of the | 

oyd, more seats and extra show; 
pocmnng the b.o. here. Last week 
‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) slumped badly 
after a start and wound up with 
a 90-80 $10,700. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Rat and Baby’ (WB). Will be held 
or nine days in order fo bring house 
0 a Friday opening. Set for a fair 
$16,000 for the period. Last week 
Balalaika’ (M-G), poor $9,100 for 
its second canto. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
—‘Shop’ (M-G) (2d run). Moved | 
over from Boyd with a profitable 
$4,700. Last week ‘Four Wives’ 
(WB) brought a fair $4,400. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68 )— 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d run). Can’t 
get going with a sad $3,900 for the 
week after panning by word-of- 
mouth. Last week ‘Destry’ (U) 
equally sour with $3,900 for its sec- | 
ond run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) | 
—Victor Herbert’ (Par) (2d wk.). | 
Is set for a fair $8,000 for five days | 
of the second sesh. Winds up today 
(Tues.) to allow house to get back | 
to Wed. opening with ‘Friday’ (Col). | 
Last week ‘Herbert’ brought a neat 
$16,800. 

Stanton (WB) 
‘Geronimo’ (Par). Opened Sat. and, 
looks like a nice $6,000. Last week 
‘Mr. Williams’ (Col). okay $5,700. 
na His Wife’ (20th) opens Sat. 





! 


(1,457: 32-42-57)— | 





‘“HUNCHBACK’ 19G, B’KLYN 


$17,500— 





‘Destry’ - ‘Turps’ 
‘Gulliver’ 


Brooklyn, Jan. 23. 
RKO Albee is running ahead of 
all other downtown deluxers by dis- | 
playing ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ 
plus flock of shorts including ‘In- 
formation, Please.’ Closest competi- 
tor is Loew's Metropolitan with 
Destry Rides Again’ and ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Turp Call on President,’ 
Which boasts of local angle and 
which received editorial page men-| 
tion in local gazettes. Fabian Para-| 
mount’s second week of ‘Gulliver's 
Travels’ and ‘Cisco Kid and Lady’ | 
Will come through with profitable 
Strand up this week with 
‘Street of Missing Women’ and_| 
North Sea Patrol.’ | 
w’s Metropolitan reports com- | 
Plete sell out for first two nights of. 
Gone With the Wind,’ opening | 
Thursday, Feb. 1. House plans to 
Tun opus at least two weeks at 
higher prices than usual. 
Estimates for This Week 
bea (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Hunch- 


Swell 
H.0. 16G 





| 


(RKO) plus ‘Information, 
Please’ short. Excellent $19,000 ex-. 
pected, Last week, ‘Remember’ 


(M-G) and ‘City Darkness’ (20th). 
Quiet $13,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Child Born’ 
(WB) and ‘Big Guy’ (U). Quiet $14,- 
500. Last week, ‘Four Wives’ (WB) 


i this week. Last week $32,000. 


|‘We Are Not Alone’ at the Denver 
‘collected most coin by a narrow mar- 
gin. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... ... - $1,592,900 
(Based on 24 cities, 162 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, incruaing 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$1,586,900 
(Based on 26 cities, 180 theatres) 
i ansttaeeeeaeninaeie chaeeiaiellaeeeneeieennnientien email tame named tian te oe 


end ‘One Hour’ (U) (2d wk.), fine 
$16,000. 








Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘Destry’ (U) $ 


and ‘Turps’ (M-G). First rate $17,- 
500. Last week, ‘Housekeeper’ (UA) 
and ‘Bad Little Girl’ (M-G), okay 
$15,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Gul- 
liver’ (Par) and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) 
(2d wk.). Good $16,000. First stanza 
drew satisfactory $18,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—‘Street of 
Missing Women’ (Col) and ‘North 
Sea Patrol’ (Ind). Better than usual; 

$5,500. Last week, ‘Music 
Heart’ (Col) and ‘Exile Express’ 
(GN) okay $5,000. 


HUB STALLING; 
REMEMBER’ 
$16,000 


Boston, Jan. 23. 

‘Gone With the Wind,’ now com- 
pleting a five week run at two houses, 
shows only the slightest weakening, 
and it now looks like six weeks or 
more for this smash hit at tilted 
prices. Rest of the town is so-so this 
week, with the Keith-Boston better 
than usual with four days of vaude 
and Duke Ellington added on stage 
for one day (Sunday) only. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Phantom Strikes’ (Mono) and ‘Mar- 
ried Love’ (RKO), with vaude four 
days and Duke Ellington added to 
stage show Sunday only; and ‘Tropic 
Fury’ (U) (lst run) and ‘Blondie 
Baby’ (Col) (2d rum), four days. 
Headed for dandy $10,000 or better. 
Last week, ‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and 
‘South Border’ (Rep), with vaude, 





|four days; and ‘Tower London’ (U) 


and ‘Mr.. Williams’ (Col) (both 2d 
run), three days, strong $10,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) 
—Child Born’ (WB) and ‘City 
Chance’ (20th). Medium $5,000 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Everything Hap- 
pens’ (20th) and ‘Emergency Squad’ 
(Par), $5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Swanee’ (20th) and ‘Fly- 
ing Deuces’ (RKO). Just meander- 
ing to around $15,000. Last week, 
‘Hunchback’ (U) (3d wk) with ‘In- 
formation Please’ closed with a 


| pretty $14,000. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- | 


40-55 )—‘Remember Night’ (Par) and 
‘Barricade’ (20th). Pallid matinee 
and good evening biz will add up to 


|} about $16,000. Last week, ‘Ninotchka’ 


(M-G) and ‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G), 


t booming $26,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75-$1.10- 
$1.50) —‘Wind’ (M-G) (5th wk). Still 
very hefty on matinee and evening 
biz, but easing off in the mornings. 
Fifth frame will take around $34,000, 
socko. Last week $37.500. 


Paramount (Mé&:P) (1.797; 25-35-40- | 


55)—‘Child Born’ 
Chance’ (20th). Hitting average gait, 
around $7,000. Last week, ‘Every- 
thing Happens’ (20th) and ‘Emerg- 
ency Squad’ (Par), $7,500. 

Scolay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) | 


(WB) and ‘City 


—Victor Herbert’ (Par) and ‘Etern- 
‘ally Yours’ (both 2d run). Around 
$5,500, so-so. Last week, ‘Invisible 


Stripes’ (WB) (continuous run from 
Par and Fenway) and ‘Winter Car- | 
nival’ (UA) (2d run), $7,300. | 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— | 
‘Wind’ (M-G) (5th wk). Making his- | 
tory in this town, aiming at $28,000 | 





‘NOT ALONE,’ $9,000, 
PACES POOR DENVER 


Denver, Jan. 23. 
With below-zero weather putting | 
a crimp in grosses over the weekend, | 








lall first runs are off considerably. | Albee. 


| 





Estimates for This Week | 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Destry’ (U), after a week at the 
Denver. Bringing a fair $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Four Wives’: (WB), okay 

$3,500. 
(1,750; 25-35- | 


Denham (Cockrill) 


40)—‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Possible $6,100, for second 
canto, ast week, nice at $9,000. 
Gross built almost every day to 
warrant holdover, 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Not q Ay 3 Fair $9,000. Last 
week, ‘ , was very nice at 
$11,000. tad 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—‘Shop’ (M-G) and ‘Flying Deuces’ 
(RKO). Fair $8,500. Last week, 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Reno’ (RKO), 
strong $10,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Barricade’ (20th) and ‘City Dark- 
ness’ (20th). Fine $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Child Born’ (WB) and ‘On 
Your Toes’ (WB), strong at $5,000. 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Four 
Wives’ (WB), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Laugh 
It - Off? (U). Good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Swanee’ (20th), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
$2000 Could Not Hang’ (Col), nice 





EARL -POWELL 
$16,000, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Jan. 23. 

‘Earl of London’ with Dick Powell 
on stage as chief-warmer-upper is 
first to recover from effects of 14- 
degrees-below zero spell, hiking the 
Palace’s temperature faster than 
most of the other frost-bitten houses. 

Hipp also getting benefit of 
‘Swanee River’s’ Southern breezes, 
which are sweeping it up to a mark 
that is okay if not bullish. ‘Great 
Victor Herbert’ having trouble lick- 
ing the phenomenally bad weather, 
as third-runner, but it’s far from be- 
ing in the red. Move-over of ‘Judge 
Hardy and Son’ to Stillman proving 
to be one of its most reliable hold- 
overs. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,120; 10-20- 
35)—‘Blondie Baby’ (Col) and ‘Hour 
to Live’ (U). Likeable duo, certain 
of $1,500 for four, days. Last week, 
‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and ‘Big Guy 
(U) (2d run) got fair thriller trade, 
$1,100 for same spell. 

Alien (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Destry’ (U). Nice going for this 
shift-over, $4,500. Last week, ‘Hunch- 
back’ (RKO) copped only satisfac- 
tory $4,500 on third week after be- 
ing milked by Hipp on previous fort- 
night. 

Cirele (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—Mr, Smith’ (Col) (2d run) and 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (revival). Jus- 
tifying policy switch with excellent 
$3,600. Last week, ‘Eternally’ (UA) 
held to mild $2,300. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Swanee’ (20th). Running up to 
$15,000, not bad ~t all in these cold 
times. Last week, ‘Destry’ (U) got 
benefit of swell publicity breaks, $13,- 
500, neat but not hot enough. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 





vaude. Latter practically given the 
keys to the town, and 
opening, should wind up with at least 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Invisible Stripes’ 
(WB) with ‘Hellzafire’ unit melted 


[. A. Coin All to the ‘Wind’ for Sock 
$48,100 4th Wk.: ‘ 
Barricade'-"Wife’ Weak at $13,600 


Rat’ Okay $15,000, 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ............$350,200 
(Based on 12 theatress 
Total Gress Same Week 
Last Year.............$285,500 
(Based on 12 theatresy 








ice off house’s doors and surprised 
with $17,500, very worthwhile. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Victor Herbert’ (Par). Nostalgic 
music offsetting raps at story, and 
Mary Martin’s recent p.a. keeping it 
from going under $10,000, average. 
Last week, ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) went 
above it, $13,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Sockier than ordinary first runs. May 
hit $6,000. Last week, ‘Housekeeper’ 
(UA) was a coaster, $3,000. 


‘Wife -Whiteman — 
Snowed Out, 176, 








Buffalo, Jan. 23. 

Buffalo b.o.’s are taking a brutal 
boffing from the worst blizzard of 
the winter which raged through 
most of the stanza. Zero tempera- 
tures combined with traffic tie-ups 
in decimating the wickets. 

Estimates for This Week 

Baffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Married Wife’ (20th) and Paul 
Whiteman band on stage. Fine re- 
ception for this show but miserable 
weather will clip gross to around 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Four Wives’ 
(WB) (8 days), passable $14,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) and ‘Emer- 
gency Squad’ (Par). Nicely handled, 
but will probably not get better than 
slow $7,500. Last week, ‘Raffles’ 
(UA) and ‘Thoroughbreds’ (RKO), 
about as expected, $8,200. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Congo 
Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Bad Little An- 
gel’ (20th). Soft going. Probably 
$5,500, slim. Last week, ‘Not Alone’ 
(WB) and ‘City Darkness’ (20th), 
tapered to dull $6,000. 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Beast Berlin’ (Ind) and ‘Bright 
Boys’ (U). Novelty booking of anti- 





—‘Earl Chicago’ plus Dick Powell in | 


Nazi film may see fair $7,000. Last 
| week, ‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and 
|‘Mutiny Black Hawk’ (U), dropped 
ito tame $6,500. 

| 20th-Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,- 
000; 30-40)—‘Child Born’ (WB) and 


espite poor |‘Smashing Money Ring’ (WB). Un- 


ider hopes. Around $6,000. Last 
| week, ‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d wk.), 
dipped at close to $7,000. 








Cincinnati, Jan. 23. 

Kay Kyser, playing his first local 
theatre date, is geysering the burg’s 
mightiest cage upheaval since the 
heavy-folding-money days of 1928. 
RKO is giving him good screen sup- 
port in ‘Everything Happens at 
Night.’ After the first two perform- 
ances Friday (19), when the tem- 
perature was 12 degrees below zero, 
Kyser: magneted holdouts. He’s do- 
ing five-a-day and worked in an ex- 
tra show Sunday (21). His weekend 
overflow helped other downtown 
houses. Admish scale upped a nickel 
over RKO’s usual vaudfilm rate. 

Severe cold hurt all the pic par-'! 
lors except the Capitol, where ‘Wind’ 
is continuing tremendous in its fifth 
week, 

Of the fresh releases currently at 
the major cinemas, ‘Great Victor, 
Herbert,’ in the Palace, is b.o. tops 
on fair returns. ‘Earl of Chicago’ is | 


doing okay at the Shubert, which is | 4.200 


recessing its vaudfilm policy this! 
week so Kyser can occupy the larger 


Is Born.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 42-65)—! 


‘Everything Happens’ (20th) and Kay 


‘Kyser band. Sensational $37,000 for | 


Cincy’s record gross since the 1928 
golden era. Previous high for that 
period was $28,000, tugged early last 
month on Eddie Cantor’s p.a. here at 
same scale. Last week, ‘Gulliver’ | 


Keith’s has a mildie in ‘Child | $11.0 


Happens Kyser Smash 376, Cincy 


‘Wind’ 5th Still a Gale at $22,000 — ‘Herbert’ Okay 
$10,000—12 Below No Help 


(Par) at regular 35-42-cent pic scale, | 
okay $12,500. 
Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1-$1.50) 
—Wind’ (M-G) (5th wk), thrice 
daily showings. Nipped only slightly 
by sub-zero spell. Wham _ $22,000. 
Last week (4th), titanic $25,000, hit- 
ting $103,000 for first 28 days. Will 

hold at least three more weeks. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— ' 
‘Framed’ (U) and ‘Thoroughbreds’ 
(RKO) split with ‘Nick Carter’ (M-G) 
and ‘North Sea Patrol’ (BFR). All 
right $2,100. Ditto last week on 
‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and ‘Dr. Chris- 
tian’ (RKO) split with ‘20,000 Men’ 
(20th) and ‘Flying U’ (Ind), 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Child Is Born’ (WB). Mild $3,500. | 
Last week, ‘Four Wives’ (WB) (2d 
run), fair $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—Gul- 
liver’ (Par). Transferred from Albee 
for second week. Tame $3,800. Last 
week, ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB), fair 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Vic- 
tor Herbert’ (Par). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Mice’ (UA), fairly good 


Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
‘Earl of Chicago’ (M-G). House is 
straight screen this week to permit 


Baff.; Rest Sorry |= 


. a — 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23. 


Town is pretty well shot, with the 
sole exceptions of Carthay Circle 
and United Artists where David O. 
Selznick’s ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
continues record-breaking pace. New 
arrivals are not setting any recor 
and holdovers hitting normal spe 
for continued runs. 
Newcomers include ‘Brother Rat 
and a Baby’ at the Warner day- 
daters, Hollywood and Downtown 
and ‘Barricade’ with ‘He Married 
His Wife’ at Loew’s State and Grau- 
man’s Chinese. ‘Destry Rides Again’ 
is due for second lucrative week at 
RKO and Pantages while Paramount 
should have another profit-making 
hata with holdover of ‘Victor Her- 
ert.’ 


Estimates for This Weck 


Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 75- 
1.00-1.50}—“Wind’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 
Continues playing to near capacity 
with weekend biz remaining terrific. 
Will add another big $26,500 on fifth 
week, after excellent $21,200 on 
fourth stanza. ; 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-65)—‘Barricade’ (20th) and 
‘Married Wife’ (20th). A complete 
washout and lucky to hit $6,000 
mark. Last week, ‘Secret Kildare’ 
(M-G) and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), very 
poor $6,300. 

Dewntewn (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Rat and Baby’ (WB) and ‘Brit- 

Intelligence’ (WB). Showing 
some strength and should finish with 
okay $8,000. Last week, ‘Raffles’ 
(UA) and ‘Reno’ (RKO), good $8,500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Mice’ (UA) (5th wk.). Will prob- 
ably stick couple of more stanzas, 
although no longer in profit class. 
Current session bringing weak $2,100 
after fourth stanza managed to hit 


- Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Rat and Baby’ (WB) and ‘Brit- 
ish Intelligence’ (WB). Hasn't the 
appeal with the Hollywood crowd 
that it has downtown, and windup 
will probably show around $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Reno’ 
(RKO), fell to $7,900, below expec- 
tations. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Destry’ (U) ‘Blondie Baby’ 
(Col) (2d wk.). After initial week 
of $11,700 should add another good 
$9,000 on holdover. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and stage 
show (2d wk.). Holdover is for nine 
days which should bring okay’ $15,- 
000. First week finished with nearly 
$19,000. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Destry’ 
(U) and ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col) (2d 
wk.). Holdover rating good $8,500 
after big $12,500 on first seven days. 
State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Barricade’ (20th) and ‘Married 
Wife’ (20th). Brutal - $7,600. Last 
week, ‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G) and 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), so-so $9,700. 
United Artists (F-WC) (2-100; 75- 
1.00-1.50)—“Wind’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 
Biz continues in the phenomenal 
class here, and third week nearly a 
grand better than preceding stanza. 
Looks like another terrific $27,600 on 
fourth week, after colossal $29,300. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G) and 











change of combo policy to the biggie 


Albee for accommodation of Kay | 
Kyser’s b.o, sock. Okay $4,800. Last | 


week, ‘Spitfire’ 


local personal, 


very good $15,000. 


‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). Doing $3,700 on 
moveover, not encouraging. Last 
week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Turps’ 


| (M-G), fair $4,800. 





‘Swanee’” $6,500, ’20’s’ 
Ditto, Montreal N. G. 


Montreal, Jan. 23. 

Couple of left-overs running cur- 
rently, leaving ‘Swanee River’ and 
‘Roaring Twenties’ to top a s2-so 
week at around $6,500 apiece. Balance 
of English pix will hardly total five 
figures between them. French pix 
Static at average takes. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Swanee’ (20th). Pointing to okay 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Hunchback’ 


(RKO) (3d wk), good $5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB). Good 
$6.500 in. sight. Last week, ‘Charlie 
McCarthy’ (U), better than expected 


$6,000. 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G) (3d wk). Fine 


outlook at $5,000 after nice $7,500 
last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Mr. Williams’ (Col) and ‘Blind Alley’ 
(Col). Good $3,600 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Night of Nights’ (Par) and 
‘Television Spy’ (Par), fair $3.000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 25-49-50)— 
‘Raffles’ (UA) (3d wk). Fair $2,000, 
best estimate, after good $3,200 last 
week, 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Les 3 Valses’ (4th wk), 
Still holding for good enough $1,200, 
after fair $1,400 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 


re’ (RKO) and Dick | 34)—‘Vous Seul que j’aime’ and ‘Le 
Powell headlining vaude for his first; Dompteur.’ Sighting for good $6,000. 


at 42-60-cent scale,| Last week, ‘Grand Pere’ and 


; ‘Mon 
Cure chez les Riches’ gonad $5 RAN 
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Arctic Temps Cost 
But Rooney 





PICTURE GROSSES | 
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Mpls. 126: 
$8500, ‘Wives 76 








Minneapolis, Jan. 23, — 

Weather provides the current alibi 
for lightweight grosses. In the face 
of 21 below zero temperatures, box- 
offices have been left pretty much in 
the cold. Show circles figure that 
the extreme frigidity cost loop houses 
alone anywhere from $10,000 to $12,- 
000 last week. And the mercury still 
continues to flirt with the bottom 
level, causing many prospective thea- 
tre patrons to remain close to their 
firesides or to fork out entertainment 
funds for fuel. ‘ 

For the first time in months there’s 
nary a stage show, aside from the 
legit ‘Thanks for the Wife’ at the 
Lyceum and the Gayety’s stock bur- 
jesque windup. Moreover, no vaud- 
film is in prospect for a month, 
principal underline being ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ which goes into the Or- 

heum for a fortnight, starting Feb. 
>. on a three-a-day schedule scaled 
at 75c for the morning and afternoon 
showings and $1.10 at night, with re- 
served seats for the last named. 

A pair of better-than-average box- 
office performers currently, ‘Judge 
Hardy and Son’ and ‘Four Wives, 
while hurt by the wintry blasts, 
nevertheless are giving a pretty good 
account for themselves and will keep 
the State and Orpheum well out of 
the red. Two hold-overs, ‘Great Vic- 
tor Herbert’ and ‘Intermezzo,’ are 
holding their own. 


Estimates for This Week 


35-40) —‘Rat and _ Baby’ 





Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Llano Kid’ (Par) and ‘Big Guy’ (U), 
dual first-runs, split with ‘Women 
Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Fugitive at 
Large’ (Col), also dual first runs. 
En route to fair $1,400. Last week, 
‘Nick Carter’ (M-G) and ‘Honey- 
moon’s Over’ (20th), dual first-runs, 
$1,600, pretty good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25-35- 
40)—Victor Herbert’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State after good 


and ‘Heroes in Blue’ (Mono) with 
vaude. Average $4,000. Last week, 
‘Woman Doctor’ (Rep) and “Panama 
Patrol’ (GN) with vaude ‘Florentine 
Garden’ Revue, $4,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Geronimo’ (Par) 
and ‘City Darkness’ (20th). Weak 
| $4,300. st week, ‘Victor Herbert’ 


(Par) and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) regis- 
tered well at $5,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
(WB) and 
‘Framed’ (U). Fair $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Shop’ (M-G) and ‘Big Guy 
(U), $4,500 


FRIDAY-VAUDE 
$15,000, BALTO 


Baltimore, Jan. 23. 

Persistent cold, hovering close to 
the zero mark, not helping local biz 
any with only fairish returns noted 
all around in spite of good product 
line-up. Combo Hipp, with ‘His 
Girl Friday’ and vaude_ layout 
headed by p.a. of Johnny Downs, is 
setting the town’s pace, thanks to 
nocturnal doings, which are consid- 
erably better than daytime response. 
Attracting similar type of trade is 
the Stanley, with ‘Great Victor Her- 
bert,’ and also indicating good figure. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ at Loew’s 
Century, and ‘Remember the Night,’ 
at Keith’s, both disappointing at b.o. 
in spite of favorable reception from 
crix. Both counted on to build dur- 
ing latter portion of week on 
strength of helpful word-of-mouth 
plugging. 








first week. Looks like fair $4,000. 
Last week. ‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), $4,500, fair, weather nicking | 
takings plenty. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-35-40) 
—‘Dark Journey’ (UA). Bringing | 
back this old one, never offered in | 
loop before, to capitalize on Vivien | 
Leigh’s present ‘Wind’ fame and U- | 
boat angle. Hitting somewhat above | 
average clip, and may reach pretty 
good $1.000. Last week, ‘Rasputin’ | 
(French) (4th wk), $700, okay con- 
sidering highly profitable previous | 
take. | 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB). Critics not so! 


kind to this Dead Ends kids’ opus. | fair $7,000 the possible count. 
Got a heavy week-end play from the | 
| 


juvenile trade, but is slipping now. 

Mild $2.800 in prospect. 

‘Child Born’ (WB). $4,200, big. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 25- 


-40 )—‘ ives’ (WB). S la- | 
TO ened “cn thin cae.’ Fini| town-leading $15,000. 
in nearly two| ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO), thanks to 


tives spilled on this one. 
straight film here 


Last week, | 
| 


| plus vaude headed by p.a. of Johnny 


Sale for ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
slated to open at the Century Fri- 
day (26), is hanging up a local rec- 
ord for advance action. Reserved 
seats for single night shows for two 
weeks announced. Practically all 
gone at $1.10 and $1.50. Day-time 
continuous performances, planned at 
75c jolt for entire house, also at- 





do a lot better if the mercury were 
higher. A mid-week ris€ would make 
quite .a difference. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 10-30-40)— 
‘Housekeeper’ (UA). Word of mouth 
is upping this one toward $5,600. Last 


_week, ‘Raffles’ (UA), four days, and 
'*Earl Chicago’ (M-G), three, $3,750, 


terrible. 

Warner’s (Warner) (2,300; 10-30- 
40)—‘Rat_and Baby’ (WB). Monks- 
Finklehoffe characters well liked 


‘here, and might get $5,500 if weather 


‘thaws. Last week, ‘British Intelli- 
gence’ (WB), $3,400, about as ex- 
pected. 


Malco Palace (Lightman) (2,200; 
10-30-40) —‘Victor Herbert’ (Par). 
Beethoven Club spgnsorship helping 


this one along toward $5,500. st 
week, ‘Destry’ (U), $6,250. 
Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) (2,800; 





15-40-55 )—Pride of Bluegrass’ (WB), 
with Jane Withers in person. Terrific 
kid business, but few adults. Closes 
today after three and a half days 
with safe $4,500. Last week, ‘Henry 
Arizona’ (M-G), with Blackstone 
magic show, six days, $8,000, socko, 
Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20- 
'30)—‘Barricade’ (20th), two days; 
‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO), two days, 
and ‘Llano Kid’ (Par) last two. Will 
probably average out to $1,750. Last 
week, ‘Mutiny Big House’ (Mono), 
‘Women Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Man 
Montreal’ (U), $1,600, okay. 


‘CHILD’-SKELTON 
OK $14,500, 
D.C. ICY 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Prolonged and bitter cold snap is 
taking plenty toll at every b.o. in 
town this week. World premiere 
yesterday (22) of ‘Abe Lincoln’ and 
opening next Friday (26) of ‘Gone 
with the Wind’ has been hogging the 
interest. Two vaude spots are fight- 
ing neck and neck for top honors, 
‘A Child Is Born’ and Red Skelton at 
the Earle runhing slightly ahead of 
‘Disputed Passage’ and Major Bowes 
Anniversary Revue at Capitol. 











‘Of Mice and Men’ at Palace was 


tracting considerable attention, indi- | only pic able to break through with 


all-time house record. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—‘Mice’ (UA). Nicely re- 
ceived by crix, but public rather 
slow in reacting at b.o. with only 
Last 
weck, ‘Shop’ (M-G) turned in pleas- 
ant $10,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Friday’ (Col) 
Downs. 


Holding strong pace to 


Last week, 





cating rosy doings and an anticipated | strong advance publicity, helped 
| plenty by flying visit of Burgess 
| Meredith and Lon Chaney, Jr., for 


critic interview. Pic got sock 
notices, but inability to interest the 
femme trade is holding it below 
house average. 

Keith’s pulled unprecedented stunt 
by closing all day yesterday (22) 
before premiere of ‘Abe’ last night, 


| plan generated largely through fact 


that ‘Green Hell’ concluded full 
week Sunday night and had dwin- 
dled steadily following blasting re- 
views third day of run. Advance 


| sale on ‘Abe’ is strong and house is 


months and seems capable of holding | Martha Raye and stage unit, chalked | counting on capacity for both con- 


up box-office front. 
toward good $7,000. 
‘Everything Happens’ 
Lawrence Welk band, 
‘Rascals,’ etc., on stage, $13,000 very 
big, considering bad weather break. 
With normal temperature 
have copved $4,000 more. 
State (Par-Sinzer) (2,300; 25-35-40) 
—Hardy Son’ (M-G). 


Last week, 
(20th) 


Last week, ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par), 
$9.000, good. 
Uptown (Par) (1.100; 25-35)— 


‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) split with ‘Roar- 
ing Twenties’ (WB). First neighbor- 
hood showing. 
tops. Last week, ‘That’s Right’ (RKO) 
split with ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G), $2,700. 
mil”. 

World (Steffes) (350: 2° -35-40-55) 
—In‘ermezzo’ (UA) (2d wk). Profit- 
ing from ‘adult entertainment’ ex- 
ploitetion, critics’ praise and cus- 
tomers’ word-of-mouth _ boosting. 
Should reach fair $2,000. Last week, 
$2,200, okay. 


PORT. N.G.; ‘GERONIMO’ 





MILD $4,300, ‘RAT’ 46 





Portland, Ore., Jan. 23. 


No grosses better than fair this | shivering Southerners to their fami-| 


week. ‘Geronimo’ at the Paramount 
has tne biggest gross with $4,300, 
but this is a weak figure compara- 
tively. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and ‘Dr. 
X’ (WB). Fair $4,000. Last week, 
‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Intermezzo’ 
(UA), closed a good first week for 
$5,700 and moved to the Mayfair. 

Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
000; 30-35-40)—‘Swanee’ (20th) and 
‘Beware Spooks’ (Col) (2d_ wk.). 
Okay $3,800. First week got over 
nicely for good $5,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 30-35-40)—‘Raffles’ (UA) and 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA). Second 


week at the Broadway. Last week, 
‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Turps’ (M-G) (3d 
wk.), good enough $2,300. 
Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) 
15-30-40)—‘Heritage Desert’ 


Stretching 
coaae: | Keith’s (Schanberger) 


and | 25-35-40)—‘Remember Night’ (Par). | Friday, when nobody knows what 
Minevitch | Good reviews and well spoken of by | will happen. 


Spells box- ' 
office pay-dirt. Good $8,500 indicated. 


Mild $2.500 looks 


up nice $15,900. 
(2,406; 15- 


| stubholders, but not catching on in 
jmanner expected. Might build to 


might | fairish $8,000. Last week, second of |—‘Disputed Passage’ 
~ | *Destry’ (U), added all right $6,600 


to strong opening round at $10,200. 


55 )—‘Kildare’ (M-G). 


n.s.2. at $3,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Victor Herbert’ (Par). Attract- 
| ing some trade to this deluxer and 


pointing to okay $10,000. Last week, | 


‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) didn’t catch. on 
at $6,300. 


| ‘BLUEGRASS’-WITHERS 





436, MEMPHIS, 3} DAYS 





| Memphis, Jan. 23. 
Old Man Winter is giving show 
‘business the cold shoulder this week. 
Attractions that normally wouid 
draw heavy dough are sliding along 
|On average business as first sub-zero 


{temperatures in many years hold 


ly firesides. Rival attractions plus 
the heavy advance 


ets also account for the continued 


pheum stage brought cops on the run 
to handle matinee crowds, but nights 
are too cold for oldsters to venture 
;out in great numbers. 
moppet opened Saturday and will 
close after today’s matinees. Man- 


phis Symphony orchestra concert for 





| that Withers available. 
star’s stay to three and one-half days. | 
week | 
averaze $2,000, following first good | 


tonight, long in advance of learning 
Cuts. kid 


Only pic doing better than expect- 
ed is ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ at 
Loew’s. 
ing ad campaign have helped. ‘Vic- 
tor Herbert’ at Malco Palace and 


New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
Mild response 
at $4,000. Last week, “Turps’ (M-G), 


investment of | 
public in ‘Gone With the Wind’ tick- | 


/lack of excitement at the boxoffices. | 
Jane Withers’ personnel on the Or- , 


Hollywood | 


agement had already booked Mem- | 


The title and eyebrow-lift- | pojice’ at Darennens. 


Only important role left vacant is | 
(1,800; | ‘Brother Rat and Baby’ at the War-|that of the French-Canadian girl, 
(Par) ‘ner aren’t laying any eggs, but they'd ; Lupette. 


tinuous mats and _reserved-seat 
nights, at least until ‘Wind’ bows in 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
. (Par) and 
| vaude. Big bally on Dorothy La- 
|mour as first star signed for local 
| President’s Birthday Ball helped 
| some and Major Bowes’ Anniversary 
| Revue geting a few radio fans, but 
| week won’t better light $14,000. Last 
eo gn and Bev- 
|erly Roberts p.a. sli d slightly to 
: Still nice $21,500. ee ete 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
| downtown after fair week at Palace 
| and will see good $5,500. Last week, 
‘Gulliver’ (Par) (2d run) passable 
| $4.000. 
| Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Child Born’ (WB) and vaude. Red 
Skelton attracting the pop trade to 
ofiset lack of pic’s appeal for jitter- 
bugs. and result should hold at okav 
| $14.500. Last week, ‘Rat and Baby’ 


(WB) and streamlined ‘Desert Song’ | 


| fair $14,000. 
| Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘Abe 


in Iilinois’ (RKO). Opened last 
/night at $2.50 top for benefit, and 
| today starts continuous daytime 


policy at 55 and 75 cents with re- 
served seats at night at $1.10 and 
$1.65. Last week, ‘Green Hell’ (U) 
opened sock and tapered to finish 
with surprisingly nice $9,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—'Rat and 
Baby’ (WB) (2d run) opens today. 
Last week, ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) 
(2d run) ended full week yesterday 
with passable $4,500. 4 
| Palace (Loew) (2,242: 35-55)— 
‘Mice (UA). Hefty bally despite 
Abe’ and ‘Wind’ build-ups, and 
strong notices won’t lift it over com- 
‘paratively light $11,500. Last week 
‘Swanee’ (20th) fair $12,000. 


| 
| 


, 





Cooper in ‘Mounties’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Samuel Goldwyn loaned Gary 


| Cooper to Cecil DeMille for one of 


the top spots in ‘North West Mounted 
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Frisco Marking Time; ‘Shop’ Dual 
$14,000, Geronimo’ 11146, H. 0.s Okay 





PROV. IN HIGH GEAR: 





Providence, Jan. 23. 

Above-average takes being re- 
ported all around with exception of 
‘City of Chance’ at Majestic which 
looks only so-so. ‘South of the Bor- 
der’ in combo with vaude at Fay’s, 
giving house one of biggest weeks in 
some time. 

‘Four Wives’ switched to Carlton 
for second downtown week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Green Hell’ (U) and ‘Little Accident’ 
(U). Stepping along to nice $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Invisible Man’ (U) and 
‘Spitfire’ (RKO), good $6,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th) (2d. run). 
Holding nicely for good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Everything Happens’ (20th) 
and ‘Balalaika’ (M-G), fair $2,800. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘South Border’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Hefty play promising swell $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Swanee’ (20th) (2d run) 
and vaude, good $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘City Chance’ (20th) and ‘Married 
Wife’ (20th). Not catching on and 
looks like weak $6,000. Last week, 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th), swell $8,500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Shop’ (M-G) and ‘Turps’ (M-G). 
Drawing heavy trade for swell $13,- 
800. Last week, ‘Secret Kildare’ 
ao? and ‘Raffles’ (UA), good $12,- 


Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Friday’ (Col) and ‘Shalt Not Kill’ 
(Rep). Nicely geared for peppy 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Geronimo’ (Par) 
orton On Floss’ (Stan), strong 


LAUGHTON HOT 
16G IN ICY PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan, 23. 
Business dived with the thermom- 
eter at all stands this week as the 
coldest weather in four years blasted 
the takes. It’s strictly a case of 
frozen assets even where powerful 
attractions hold forth. Four-day 
frigid spell now shows signs of re- 
laxing and managers are hoping lete- 
up will give them at least a couple 

of days in which to dilute red ink. 
‘Hunchback,’ while considerably 
slowed down by Arctic blasts, will 
give the Penn the town’s most rep- 
resentative take. Eddie Duchin band 
on Stanley stage, usually good for 
a substantial week here, is way off 
and: even strong screen help in ‘In- 
visible Stripes’ not much help here. 








with morning paper to whose Fin- 
take was donated. 


weather are advance sales for Sonja 
Henie’s ice show at Garden. (29) and 
‘Wind’ at Warner opening Friday 
(26). ‘Wind’ first week a sell-out 
already, and ticket sales for second 
booming. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Green Hell’ (U). Tie-up with morn- 
|ing sheet to donate first night re- 
|ceipts to Finns not helping after crix 
|and weather got to work on it. 
Lucky to get $4,000. Last week, ‘High 
bond oo and ‘Music Heart’ 

ol), six days and tough goin 
| $3,600. , 7 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700: 25-40) 
'—‘Geronimo’ (Par). Extra space and 
| billing not helping, and will eke out 
(a frigid $2,500. Last week, ‘Sons’ 
|(RKO) and ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO), 
; dull $2,500. 
| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35-50) 
_—‘Hunchback’ (RKO). Making a 
, brave showing in face of weather 
, and would have done at least 30 
| percent better. Great $16,000 under 
conditions. Last week, ‘Housekeeper’ 
| (UA), in six days to put house back 
,On Friday opening, good $13,000. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
'—‘Swanee’ (20th). Fourth week 
downtown, and the weather just too 
imuch, $2,000. Last week, good 
' $3,200. 
| Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
|‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and Eddie 
Duchin orchestra. Good bill taking 
a severe buffeting and will be lucky 
to hit $17,000, way off for Duchin and 
| theatre. Last week, ‘Remember’ 
(M-G) and ‘Folies Parisienne’ fin- 
ished up with good $22,500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 








4 
} 


| (WB). 
000. 
| ‘British 
| $3,800. 


Limping in at mediocre $4,- 


Intelligence’ (WB), 


‘SHOP’-‘TURPS’ $13,800 


Everything else is out of sight. 
Alvin with ‘Green Hell’ diving in 
spite of front page breaks in tie-up 
nish relief fund all of the first night’s 


Two things perking in spite of 





| 25-40)— | 
|\‘Mazie’ (M-G) and ‘Private Detective’ | 


Last week, ‘Reno’ (RKO) and | 
slow | 
| $11,000. 





San Francisco, Jan. 23, 
A couple of holdovers, a flock of 
cold weather, and a scarcity of ¢ 
pictures makes for not-so-hot busi- 
ness, generally speaking. Best bet 
for any kind of a satisfactory take is 
‘Shop Around the Corner’ at the Fo 
bin with P.. Epnning mate ‘City 
0 ance’ should click off 
$14,000. _—_ 
Warfield, which usually has t 
attractions, creating a lull before the 
storm (‘Wind’ opening next week) 
with ‘Return of Dr. X’ and ‘Every. 
thing’s on Ice,’ which look good for 
a_scant $11,000. Golden Gate has 
‘Reno’ and a fairly good vaude bill 
headed by Nick Lucas, bui week will 
do only a warmish $13,000, 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Shop’ 
(M-G) and ‘City Chance’ (20th), 
Week's top take with $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and 
ae aoe, (WB) went well 
above original estimate for a ni 
$15,000. — 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Reno’ (RKO) and vaude. Looks 
like none too substantial $13,000, 
Last week, ‘Hunchback’ (RKO) fin- 
ished three-week run with good 
$10,000. . 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Mr. Williams’ 
(Col). Held for fourth week and 
should do $8,000, which is okay for 
so ee a stay. Last week, good 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
—‘Geronimo’ (Par) and ‘Night of 
Nights’ (Par). Should draw $11,500, 
which is pretty fair. Last week, 
‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and ‘Women 
Secrets’ (Par) (2d wk), wound up 
with $10,000, good. ; 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and ‘Pri- . 
vate Detective’ (WB). Moved over 
from the Fox and set for an adequate 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Four Wives’ 
(WB) and ‘Emergency Squad’ (Par), 
which was a move-over, did okay 
$5,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) 1.200; 35- 
§5-75)—‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA). 
Goes into its second week for what 
looks to be a tasty $7,000. Last week, 
good $10,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
‘Dr. X’ (WB) and ‘Everything’s Ice’ 
(RKO). Set for mediocre $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) and 
‘Covered Trailer’ (Rep) did better 
than anticipated for nice $13,000. 


indpls. Buying Coal; 
‘School’-Ted Lewis 
Best at Fair 116 


Indianapolis, Jan, 23. 

The cold wave, which was at its 
worst on opening day and continued 
over the weekend with no letup in 
sight, has been keeping customers 
away from boxoffices in the down- 
town sector. All extra coin is being 
collected by the coal companies, with 
most of them unable to fill orders. 
What coin there is for amusements 
is being equally divided among the 
downtown houses, with all of them 
just on the line or in the red for the 
week, 

Loew’s heads the cortege with 
‘Mice and Men’ and ‘Dr. Kildare.’ 
Indiana holds a close second with 
‘Remember the Night’ and ‘Emer- 
gency Squad.’ Circle passed up Sun- 
day matinee in favor of concert on 
stage by Marian Anderson, but didn’t 
lose much as business is bad anyhow 
with ‘Geronimo’ and ‘Mexican Spit- 
fire.’ Apollo feels the pressure with 
a first-run for a change, showing 








‘Child Is Born.’ 


Lyric, which depends on out-of- 


| town trade for weekend take, is also 


under par with ‘High School’ and 
Ted Lewis orch on stage. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Child Born’ (WB). Not so 
good $2,200. Last week, ‘Hunchback 
(RKO), held over after first showing 
at Indiana, in the same class with 
weak $2,400. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Geronimo’ (Par) and ‘Spitfire 
(RKO). Puny $4,600, which is red. 
Last week, ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) 
and ‘Women Secrets’ (Par), sickly 
$5,500. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Remember Night’ (Par) and 
‘Emergency Squad’ (Par). Bucking 
weather man despite good campaign 
on first picture which has Indiana as 
its setting. Not-so-good $5,700. Last 
week, ‘Rat and Baby’ (WB) and 
‘British Intelligence’ (WB), $5,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Mice’ (UA) and ‘Kildare’ (M-G). 
Also bucking the weather to_ un; 
healthy $6,000. Last week, ‘Shop 
(M-G) and ‘Nick Carter’ (M-G), 1ce- 
bound to weak $6,200. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1.900; 25-30-40)— 
‘High School’ (20th) and Ted Lewis 
band on stage. Fair $11.000. Las 
week, ‘Money to Burn’ (Rep) an 
vaude headed by Andy Devine an 
Dead End Kids, slightly in red be- 
cause of higher cost with simila! 
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FROM THE PULITZER PRIZE PLAY 
DIRECTED BY 
Production Designed by . .WILLIAM CAMERON MENZIES 
Associate Designer..... HARRY HORNER 
Director of Photography . .,BERT GLENNON, A.S.C. 
Art Direction ...... .LEWIS J. RACHMIL 
Technical Adviser...... EDWARD P. GOODNOW 
Costumes by ....... EDWARD LAMBERT 
Production Manager. .... BARNEY BRISKIN 
THE CAST 
WILLIAM HOLDEN as. .George Gibbs 
MART:iA SCOTT as . .Emily Webb 
FAY BAINTER as. . . .Mrs. Gibbs 
‘ BEULAH BONDI as. . .Mrs. Webb 
THOMAS MITCHELL as_ .Dr. Gibbs 
GUY KIBBEE as . . . .Editor Webb 
STUART ERWIN as. . .Howie Newsome 


FRANK CRAVEN 


AS 


The Narrator 





A SOL LESSER PRODUCTION 


Released Thru United Artists 
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New Australian Law Demands U.S. 
License for Importation of Pictures 





Sydney, Jan. 23. 

Under the new customs regula- 
tions dealing with countries not hav- 
ing a_ sterling monetary system, 
American distributors must secure 
official license to import films. Dis- 
tribs also must prepare a base re- 
turn from 1939 importations, under- 
standing here being that Iast year’s 
totals will be used in fixing amount 
of imports allowed for 1940. 

Following heavy pressure, federal 
authorities have removed the one- 
penny per-foot tax (1-1/3c American 
money) on British-made pictures. 
Britishers now only pay primage 
duties, which were in effect before 
the penny tax. Primage duty is 5% 
on raw stock and 10% on exposed 
film. 





N.Y. Viewpoint 

U.S. film company foreign depart- 
ments interpret the new Australian 
customs regulations as a money- 
making proposition aimed particu- 
larly at American picture companies, 
No word has been received regard- 
ing how much licenses will cost. 

On the importations regulation, 
executives in N.Y. claimed it meant 
American distributors could ship 
into Australia this year only as 
many as they distributed there in 
1939. 


SNAG ON YANKS 
ANGLO COIN 
PROBLEM 


Settlement of a working basis 
whereby seven of eight major Amer- 
ican companies (Universal, which 
has a solo deal, is the exception) will 
receive a pro-rata share of the 
$17,500,000 rental coin to be allowed 
annually out of Great Britain, is 
proving a tough nut to crack despite 
innumerable huddles of foreign 
chiefs in New York. 

There are sO many ramifications 
of different product deals involved 
that now it promises to be a bone 
of contention for weeks to come. 


‘LEADER’ RIBS FUEHRER, 
BUT N.G. IN LONDON 


London, Jan. 23. 

A burlesque on Teutonic dictator- 
ship, ‘Follow My Leader,’ opened at 
the Apollo here last Tuesday night 
(18) to spotty returns. 

It’s occasionally funny, but main 
fault is a constant repetition of the 
same joke in different forms. 


Heat Wave Wilts 

















Latin-American B. 0. 





Rio de Janeiro, Jan, 23. 


Heat wave has hit pix b.o. hard 


throughout Brazil. 


heat subsides. 


War Facilitates U.S. Pix 
Distribution in Holy 


Jerusalem, Jan. 1. 





Local theatre operators are highly | 


pleased over the present distribution 
setup, which is an emergency one 
brought on by the war. They claim 
that in pre-War days they had to 
wait from six to 12 months for the 
bigger pix to come from America, 
since most of Europe had first call on 
them. 

Now that a great many of the mar- 
kets are closed, with the Near East 
still open, local cinemas are getting 
the big ones within three months of 
their appearance in the U. S. 


Prop Bomb Injures 4 


Mexico City, Jan. 23. 
Explosion of a property bomb sent 
to the hospital four leading pic play- 
ers, Carlos.Lopez, Emma Roldan, 
end the brothers, Domingo and Ju- 
lian Soler. 
Production was disrupted. 








Keeping Busy 





Paris, Jan. 10. 

The American Josephine Baker 
is one of the busiest persons in 
Paris. In addition to her star 
role at the Casino de Paris, in 
Paris-London, she reports daily 
to the French Red Cross, shuttles 
to the front at least once weekly 
to entertain French and British 
troops and has approximately 
1,500 military godsons. 

At Christmas, dusky singer 
sent 1,500 gifts to the front, each 
with a photo of herself with 
autograph. 


N. Y. Dailies 


Continued from page 1 

















Transradio, A.P., the two major net- 
works, NBC and CBS, have listening 
posts. So do various local stations, 
such as WNEW and WOR, colleges 
and propaganda analysts, as at 
Princeton, the British Library of In- 
formation, the German consulate and 
other organizations which, for pro- 
fessional or patriotic reasons, are 
keenly interested in the official re- 
marks and communiques of all the 
governments across the pond. 


Since the war, foreign govern- 
ments have been particularly eager 
to know. how well their shortwave 
stuff is received in the United States. 
A tip from an American frequency 
expert that results were inferior on 
a certain megacycle has, in several 
instances, resulted in astonishingly 
prompt correction, action from Japan 
in one case having occurred within 
48 hours of a complaint that recep- 
tion in New York was poor. 


Radio frequencies are affected by 
sun-spots and transmission has to be 
shifted or adjusted seasonally. Power 
increases have been notable since 
September, with little regard (since 
the war) for international rules. The 
Germans are credited with the great- 
est general efficiency by professional 
radio men, although there is also re- 
spect for Italy. In the last several 
weeks London has been coming in 
stronger than the surf at Jones 
Beach. 

Future Uncertain 


The future of the newspaper ‘radio 
watch’ is apparently not a matter of 
unanimity of opinion. As yet it is 
an uncertain and poorly-paid craft. 
One publisher-comment claims the 
long hours at the shortwave dials 
during August and September yield- 


and trouble. This school is also 
fearful of being hoaxed by foreign 
propagandists and fearful of any 
news that does not come through the 
regular, if more costly, transmission 
channels under the signature of the 


ed too little of value for the time | 


Canada Shows Ist Film 
Asking Huge War Fund 


Montreal, Jan. 23. 

First of a series of government 
film shorts, in an effort to enlist the 
savings of the nation for the suc- 
cessful prosecution of the war, has 
been released for showing in ap- 
proximately 800 Canadian picture 
houses. It’s entitled ‘Call to a Na- 
tion.’ Produced by Associated Screen 
News for Canada’s National Film 


Board, film is part of a nation-wide 
drive to put over “the $200,000,000 
First Nationai War Loan. 

Premier King, Finance Minister 
Ralston, Defense Minister Rogers 
and Justice Minister Lapointe ap- 
pear in the film sounding the call to 
‘make dollars fight for freedom’, Fi- 
nance minister points out that the 
war will cost Canada approximately 
$1,000,000 a day, making it too great 
a burden to impose on the populace 
by taxation alone. 


Improved British 
Quota Films Hike 
Chances in U, S. 


Improvement in the quality of in- 
expensive quota pictures made in 
England, forced by requirements of 
the law, is likely to witness numer- 
ous additional British films being 
distributed in the U. S., a decided 
departure from former procedure. 
Several majors, notably Columbia, 
Universal and Warner Bros., which 
seldom have tried to distribute sin- 
gle or double quota to American 
accounts, now consider this product 
strong enough for U. S. exhibitors. 
RKO, Metro, 20th-Fox and Para- 
mount also have slated sufficiently 
strong quota productions to dis- 
tribute in this country. United Art- 
ists, of course, shifted its British pic- 
tures to U. S. because of tie up with 
Alexander Korda, since his produc- 
tions have consistently been strong 
enough to stand up in the American 
market, 

New trend is motivated by the 
necessity for new distribution outlets 
for American firms due to curb on 
former markets through the war. 
| Heretofore, these: pix seldom broke 
through British distribution. 














Paris in Wartime 











Paris, Jan. 10. 
Camera crew with British Army 
at the front for ‘Old Bill and Son’ 
has returned to Denham to begin 





appointed correspondent. They 
charge, too, that atmospheric condi- 
tions producing static make radio 
‘fishing’ undependable as a news 
method. 


The radio watch has a strong re- 
buttal point in the economies claimed 
to be possible over cable, commercial 
wireless, or transoceanic telephone 
if arrangements are properly set up 
under a guide who knows his way 
| through the ether maze. Standing 





as complicated as it looks, or worse. 
Knowledge of foreign languages, 
codes, frequencies, government: poli- 
cies and general technical prerequi- 
sites makes the trained all-around 
| radio cperator a unique addition to 
‘the newspaper payroll, 


prompt to admit or appreciate the 
growing importance and challenge 
of DX. 





Glamour Girl 


Continued from page 1 














ning the present incumbent of the 
mayor’s office, Zeidler asks ‘Just 
what is going on in the city hall? 
Let’s see!’ Which is the cue for two 
more modishly gowned girls to draw 
in a small wagon on which is 
mounted a replica of the city hall. 


With a feather duster, the candi- 
date proceeds to sweep ‘the dust of 
24 years’ from the building, then 
reaches inside and grabs out bundles 
of age-yellow papers, representing 
plans of long contemplated improve- 
| ments, and disgustedly flings them 
| to the floor. 





gho .__| watch over the radio waves is about | 
Majority of American companies | 


are aligning their product so that! 
ace pictures will not go out unti] the 


although | 
Land , newspaper publishers, with a 15-year | 
| history of hatred for radio, are not ' 


| studio work with Mary Clare, play- 
ling Maggie, and John Mills, Old 


| Bill, Jr. 





| French and British soldiers and a 
ifew civilian actors will present 

shortly a Franco-British play writ- 
iten by Andre Julie Dubreuil, now a 
| military interpreter. It will be 
| staged somewhere on the front and 
imark the opening of the Anglo- 
| French army theatre. 





| Helena Greasley and her line girls 

of the Casino de Paris, together with 
| Josephine Baker, Mireille, George 
| Dorliss, Zenty Sisters and Ben Ty- 
ber, dashed up to the front last week 
to entertain British troops. 





French language conversational 
lessons now being broadcast over 
Radio Paris three times weekly for 
British troops. 





French want to do some propa- 
ganda picts patterned after the Brit- 
ish R.A.F. pic, ‘Lion Has Wings.’ 
Deplore fact that nothing turned out 
as yet. 





Almost $700 realized in auction 
sale of French pie showing downing 
of nine Messerschmidts at ‘Lions 
Have Wings’ gala at the Olympia. 
Show was preceded by a cocktail 
party in the afternoon at the Hotel 
Continental, with UA acting as 
hosts. 





Of all interrupted picts at start of 
war, only one not to get a visa so 
that work can be continued is 
‘Tempete Sur Paris’ (‘Storm Over 
Paris’), based on the Stavisky scan- 
dal, 





Coming Into Own 





operations of U. S. film companies’ 


added attention recently is that of 


Opinion in trade circles is that the war is focusing attention on the 


foreign departments and awakening | 


the realization that they have become increasingly important cogs, 
Although foreign operations of larger companies are responsible for 
40% of their total revenue annually, it has been a department hereto. 
fore largely overlooked in the concentration on domestic problems, 
Need for efficiency in the foreign field, both in the distribution and 
also in the producing end, is being stressed. One topic coming in for 


ear-marking sets, stories, sequences 


and producing methods on the Coast for use in British film making, 
Necessity for keeping production overhead down to a minimum, plus 
higher costs in England and variable rate of exchange, of course, is 
back of this arrangement, often advocated but formerly overlooked. 


French Pic Prod. Has Slight Boost: 
Xmas Week Curfew Extension Flops 








Paris, Jan. 10. 

The New Year was ushered in 
with a slight upbeat in local pic pro- 
duction, with nine pix on the lot, two 
in the cutting-room and with four 
or five others about to be released 
in deluxe showcases. 

Six of the picts on the lot are films 
started before the war and dropped 
Sept. 1. Leon Poirier was demobil- 
ized a few days ago and he imme- 
diately picked up work on ‘Brazza.’ 
Max Ophuls was temporarily re- 
leased from the army to wind up 
‘Meyerling and Sarajevo,’ with John 
Lodge Clippering in this week to 
complete his role of Archduke Fran- 
cis. Edwige Feuilliere is starring 
with him. 

Bernard Lancret, featured in ‘Sere- 
nade’ with Lilian Harvey, was given 
a special leave recently so that Jean 
Boyer could complete the film. 
Jacques Feyder is directing ‘La Loi 
du Nord’ (‘The Law of the North’) 
with Michele Morgan, Pierre Rich- 
ard Wilm and Pierre Vanel. ‘Paris- 
New York’ also went on the lot, 
megged by Yves Mirande, with Gaby 
Morlay, Michel Simon, Andre Le- 
faur, Jules Berry and Claude Dau- 
phin. ‘“‘Tempete Sur Paris’ only has- 
a few days work left before it heads 
for the cutting-room. 


72 Picts Started 
Two completeiy new picts have 
been started. Jules Duvivier is 
turning ‘Untel, Pere et Fils’ (‘John 
Doe, Father and Son’), underwritten 
by Columbia, in Nice. Scenario is 


Moral Blockade 


Paris, Jan. 10. 

French papers proudly point 
out that the Allied moral block- 
ade against Germany has af- 
fected German picts on the Con- 
tinent to such an extent that 
within the last seven days only 
two German films have been 
shown in six European capitals 
out of 88 pix presented. 

Stockholm, Amsterdam, Lis- 
bon, Copenhagen, Oslo, Athens 
showed 46 American pictures, 30 
French, 10 British and the two 
German. The latter were shown 
in Amsterdam and Copenhagen. 














by Duvivier, Marcel Achard and 
Charles Spaak, with whole list of 
marquee names including Raimu, 
Louis Jouvet, Mile. Morgan, Suzy 
Prim, Le Vigen and Colette Darfeuil. 
‘Miquette et se Mere’ (‘Miquette and 
Her Mother’) has gone before the 
camera in a Paris studio. Jean Boyer 
is directing this remake, with Lilian 
Harvey, Lucien Barroux, Andre Le- 
faur and Marguerite Pierry fea- 
tured. ‘Mes Crimes’ (‘My Crimes’) 
is approaching its final stages. It is 
based on the horrors of the Nazi 
regime and is partly documentary. 

‘Chantons Quand Meme,’ directed 
by Pierre Caron with Annie Vernay, 
Paul Cambon and Raymond Cordy 
featured, and ‘Le Roi du Gajeteur’ 
are in the cutting-room. Among the 
films due for release sometime this 


month are ‘Menaces’§ (‘Threats), 
‘Le’Homme du Niger,’ with Harry 
Baur, and ‘Cavalcade’ d’amour’ 


(‘Love Cavalcade’), done by Ray- 
mond Bernard, with Michel Simon, 
Simone Simon and Corinne Luchaire, 
all three pix started before the war 
and recently completed. 
Curfew Extension 

Although 18 theatres, 15 music- 
halls, 19 cabarets, one circus and 
about 300 showcases opened over the 
Christmas holidays, the extension of 
the curfew from 1i p.m. to midnight 
for the one week proved to be a dis- 
mal flop. 

The cinemas and theatres all re- 
fused to alter their program for one 





week and shuttered at 11 p.m. as 


usual, Furthermore, most of the 
employees insisted on getting out in 
time to catch the last metro (bus) at 
11:30 p.m., so that cafes, which hoped 
to capitalize on the extension, closed 
down only a few minutes later than 
customarily, 
Seek to Extend Bus Sked 

Although the Municipal Council 
last week officially invited the mili- 
tary authorities to permanently ex- 
tend the curfew to midnight, no 
change’ is expected or will be ac- 
cepted by the public until the metro 
is put back on its old schedule, run- 
ning until 12:45. The blackout has 
also had its effect on receipts, with 
theatre-going crowds showing some 
reluctance to go out once night has 
fallen, 

Schwob d’Hericourt, film magnate, 
this week revealed that showcase 
receipts are off 50% from normal. He 
and others indicated that production 
costs will have to be halved in order 
to correspond with the decrease in 
gross. The only other alternative is 
permission to admit larger audiences 
in the various showcases as well as 
later closing times and the later rune 
ning of the metro. In this connection, 
exhibitors are now clamoring to the 
authorities to permit them to fill 75% 
of their seats, irrespective. 

It appears that the Passive Defense 
has finally gotten around to realizing 
that something must be done to hypo 
gross receipts. They seem suddenly 
to have understood that increased biz 
would give work to thousands now 
unemployed and increase the amount 
of poor tax. 

The French and British are work- 
ing on a plan for joint production. 
Edward Villiers, head of the pie 
section in the British Ministry of In- 
formation, was over recently to see 
Jean Giraudoux, Commissaire of the 
French Bureau of Information. The 
idea was originally broached by 
Andre Maurois. Villiers told VARIETY: 

‘We have pooled our armies, our 
economic forces, so why not our 
cinema? We could turn out some ex- 
cellent films with the talent of both 
countries collaborating in  two- 
versioned films.’ 

He admitted that motion pictures 
were the best. existing propaganda 
vehicles and admitted that some of 
the films were intended for American 
distribution. 





Lease Covent Garden 


London, Jan. 9. 

William E. Butlin, amusement park 
operator, in association with Bernard 
Mills, head of the Bertram Mills’ Cir- 
cus, has formed a new company and 
leased Covent Garden Opera Houseé 
for six years, Immediate policy of 
| the property will be that of a dance 
hall, and negotiations are on to pre- 
sent a season of ballet. , 

In the summer there is a p0OsSi- 
bility Sir Thomas Beecham will pre- 
sent light operas there. 


2 Down, 1 to Go 


Tel Aviv, Jan. 1. 
Cameras are rolling in the third 
attempt to film a feature picture 3n 
Palestine. A new company has been 
formed, based mainly on the local 
newsreel outfit, Carme] Film Co. 
The other two attempts achieved 
mediocre results. 


MEXICO BANS ‘CONQUEST’ 
Mexico City, Jan. 23. 

‘Conquering Man’ (Rep) called 
‘Man of Conquest’ in the U. S., got 
the gong locally on the ground that 
it takes liberties with the history of 
the southwest and offends the di8- 
\nity of Mexico. : 

It’s first U. S. pic in some time to 
be banned for this reason. 
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Abe Lincoln in Illinois | 


RKO-Radio release of Max Gordon pro- 


duction. Features Raymond Massey, Gene 
Tockhart, Ruth Gordon, Mary Howard, 
Dorothy Tree, Harvey Stephens, Minor 
Watson, Alan Baxter. Directed by John 


screenplay by Robert EK, Shere 
Adaptation by 
James Wong; 
film editor, 
Roy Webb; 


Cromwell. 
wood, from his stage play. 
Grover Jones; photography, 
montage by Douglas Travers; 
George Hively; musical score, 





dance director, David Robel. Previewed 
in. projection reom, New York, Jan. 18, | 
40. Running time, 110 MINS. | 
Abraham Lincoln......+.- Raymond Massey | 
Stephen Douglas... ..cceeceee> Gene Lockhart | 
Mary Todd Lincoln.....ceee-- Ruth Gordon | 
Ann Rutledge.........eeee+.+Mary Howard 
Elizabeth Fudwards.........-+- Dorothy Tree 
Ninian Fdwards.........- llarvey Stephens 
Joshua Speed...............-Minor Watson 
Billy Herndon.........-cecceee \lan Baxter 
Jack Armstrong......cceece Howard do Silva 
Judge Bowling Green.......- Aldrich Bowker 
John MecNeil..............Maurice Murphy 
Mentor Graham.........++ Louis Jean Heydt 
Ben Mattling....--.ccsccccess Clem Bevans 
Denton Offut......cceeeeeees Harlan Briggs 
Seth Gale...cecccscccsccsece Herbert Rudley 
Stage Driver.....e.-eeeseseeeese Andy Clyde 
Mr, Crimmin......-ccccccccess Roger Imhof 
Mrs. Rutledge......cecessoee Leona Roberta 
Mr. Rutledge......+--cceeess Edmund Elton 
Mis. Bowling Green......- Florence Robert 
Dr. ChandleFs......-ccccose George Rosener 
eS <! “Serr Fay Helm 
John “Hanks..... Rada ia Trevor Bardette 
John JOHNSTON... cree seee scones Syd Saylor 
Sarah Lincoln.......e.. Elisabeth Risdon 


The tomb of Abraham Lincoln is 
situated in the center of a grassy 
plot of some two or three, acres in 
Oak Ridge Cemetery. on the out- 
skirts of Springfield, Ill. Behind an 
embankment of trees there is a large 
automobile parking space. It is not 
unusual during the tourist season for 
as many as 4,000 visitors from all 
states of the union and foreign coun- 
tries to make a pilgrimage daily to 
the memorial. Year by year the 
throng increases. Old and young, 
of all creeds and colors, they pass 
slowly and silently through the gran- 
ite structure, many stopping to read 
the inscriptions on two bronze 
plaques which are on opposite sides 
of the main hall. 

One of these tablets contains the 
familiar text of the Gettysburg ad- 
dress, the immortal reaffirmation of 
democratic principles. The other, 


‘are exceptional. 
‘films are extended to the utmost of 


mental torment which the stage play 
strongly stresses. The melancholia 
in Lincoln’s soul is talked about, but 
never dramatized. Likewise, little 
emphasis is given to the deep re- 
ligious nature of the man. 

Much footage is devoted to ex- 
citements of the popular elections, 
the reading of bulletins and the surg- 
ing and singing crowds. The Lin- 


' coln-Douglas debate is well done. 


On the production side the film 
shows careful handling. Roy Webb's 
musical score is splendid, and_ the 
photography by James Wong Howe 
is clear, while some of his portraits 
In a day when 
audience endurance, ‘Lincoln’ is 
commendably concise. 


picture should not shatter the legend 
that Lincoln on the screen does not 
draw patronage. It is a subject, 
however, which needs strong selling, 
hustling exploitation and showman- 
ly handling in order to attract the 
large public which holds back and 
waits for the unusual attraction. 

‘Lincoln’ is in that category 


THE BLUE BIRD 


(TECHNICOLOR) 

Twentieth Ceatury-Fox release of Darry! 
F. Zanuck's production. Associate | pro- 
ducer, Gene Markey. Sereenplay by Ernest 
Pascal, from the play by Maurice Muaeter- 
linck: additional dialog by Walter Bullock, 
Cameras, Arthur Miller and Ray Rennahan, 





scarcely two-thirds as long, is what 
Lincoln, as President-elect, said in 
farewell to neighbors and friends | 
when he left Springfield on his jour- | 
ney to the White House. | 

It was a moment, he said, of ‘op- | 
pressive sadness,’ adding ‘For more | 
than a quarter of a century I have | 
lived among you, 


but kindness at your hands. 
I have lived my youth until I am 
now an old man. 


Here all my children were born; and 
here one of them lies buried. To 
ou, dear friends, I owe all that I 
ave, all that I am.’ 
That, and a plea for divine guid- 


ance in the task he was about to | was young. Not even ShirleyTemple, | 
undertake, was all he said. conclud- |in a gallery of sparking technicolor | 


ing, ‘With these words I must leave 
you, 
Friends, one and all, I must now bid 


you an affectionate farewell.’ Po 
In the screen version of Robert E. | piece of material as fragile as this is 


Sherwood’s play, ‘Abe Lincoln in Il- 


linois,’ produced by Max Gordon for | ing that some of the essential pat- 
| tern of the original may be lost in| 


RKO, the scene of the Springfield 
parting (as in the stage play) is the 
final fadeout. Because of what has 
gone before, it is a deeply moving 
moment, an emotional smash which 
will send filmgoers out of theatres 
to laud this latest piece of screen 
Americana. Whatever _ traditions 


exist in the trade that a Lincoln pic- | quips brighten an otherwise luster- | % 


ture does not possess big boxoffice 
appeal are likely to be dispelled en- 
tirely by the new film. It contains 
in somewhat magnified form the en- 
tertainment qualities and timeliness 
of the successful stage version. 

It has the benefit also of Raymond 
Massey’s characterization of Lincoln, 
highly praised on the stage, and 
much more intimately drawn for the 


mS film because of the picture’s wider | 


range of scene and action. Of per- 
haps equal importance is that Sher- 
wood himself prepared the screen- 
play, deleting some scenes and in- 
troducing much additional incident 
about the younger Lincoln. 

Human qualities of the Lincoln 
biography, however, rather than the 
historical verity of the picturiza- 


tion, are the likely impelling factors | 


by which the film will win wide 
popularity. Action spans a period of 


30 years, the story beginning when | 


the youth made the trip down the 
Sangamon, Illinois and Mississippi 
rivers to New Orleans. Then fol- 
lows his unsuccessful years as a 
store keeper, and his brighter ca- 
reer as legislator and lawyer. 
ally the call to national leadership 
and martyrdom. 

Massey is surprisingly athletic as 
the younger Lincoln, and tender and 
effective when declaring his love for 
Ann Rutledge, appealingly played by 
Mary Howard. Ruth Gordon, as 
Mary Todd, overplays her early 
scenes, but handles capably the later 
portions, when her shrewish nag- 
ging arouses stern reblike from her 
husband. In a short scene, Elisabeth 
Risdon makes a deep impression as 
Sarah Linceln, step-mother, whose 
admonitions and teachings shaped 
the Lincoln character. 

Far more effective than the women 
are performances by Gene Lockhart, 
as Stephen Douglas, and Roger Im- 
hof, in a standout part as the poli- 
tician, Crimmin. 

Cromwell’s direction is straight- 
forward and conventional, making 
no pretense to capture any of the 
mystic and psychological phases. In 
this ore respect, the film loses com- 
vletely the mood of indecision and 


Here the most | ness 
sacred ties of earth were assumed. | 


|found only in the unselfish human 


| 





for how long I know not. | srory of the finest technical work- 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
(RKO). Emotional biog which 


challenges exhibitor showman- 
ship to cash in on its potential 
audience. Raymond Massey in 
title role of Sherwood play. 
‘The Blue Bird’ (20th-Fox).— 
Shirley Temple in the Maeter- 


linck fantasy. Lavishly done in 
technicolor. Limited boxoffice 
appeal. 


‘Sidewalks of London’ . (Par). 
British-made with Char le s 
Laughton and Vivien Leigh 


There appears no reason why the | should garner potent grosses. 


‘The Lion Has Wings’ (UA). 
First official British propaganda 
picture is passable entertain- 
ment. 

‘Adventure in Diamonds’ (Par). 
Poor script and stilted direction 
drop this one to lower rungs. 

‘City of Chance’ (20th-Fox). 
Meller about gambling is an ex- 
hibitor ‘sleeper’; lack of marquee 
luster alone keeps it in dual 
setups. 

‘Green Hell’ (U). Strong cast 
may carry weak meller through 
key spots for nominal biz. 

‘The Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col). 
Above par for Lone Wolf series; 











Music by Alfred Newman; film editor, Rob- will satisfy as program sup- 

ert Bischoff; dances seuss y fe reed ty porter. : 

oa > WOOK entre, wN.d., . 

— ie a od peg prices, 5S0e to! ‘Wolf of New York’ (Rep). 
2.00. Running time, 83 a iia | Mediocre crime thriller. “a 

Myty] ....ccccccccccccesers eur ¥ ‘ ‘vin uv’ ( . 

Mummy Tyl...eeeeeeeeeees Spring Byington | Chip of the F d 4 » Baker 

Mr, LUxury...cccesccccses ; BT Beet Johnny Mack Brown, Bo : r, 
2(:) 4 (Bere mile Sone t : =e ‘a 

Cs vicsncend Exdie collins; Fuzzy Knight lend class to typ! 

Angela Berlingot ...ceeeesecees Sybil Jason | cal cowboy thriller. 

Fairy Berylune.........sceee- Ss sang Marya 

Toight ..ccccccccccccccccccces elen Ericson | 

we seseeceeeeeeteees SE meee worldly life, te spritely and humor- 

Mrs. Luxuryeecooescrceshai tura ope rews J 7 th as- 

Daddy Tyl.ccccccescoccsccccs Russell Hicks} ous. However trite some 0 er pas 

Granny Tyh, Ss eK Cecilia, Loftes isages of ‘The re -_— to be, 

Grandpa Tyl..ccoccccccccccecesere Shean} . : : ing an ne eerie 

Studious HoY..cccccsccscvees Gene Reynolils | pe amen is touching 

Mra, PBerlingotss.ososssesess Leona Roberts | Story telling. ‘ 

Wilhelm ....seeeeeeeeees Stanley Andrews} Although her role is a long one, 

So amyl A lla aay Dorothy Dearing there is a minimum of opportunity 

Warns richie AAEOORERAE REL Claire Du Brey | for Miss Temple to display the tal- 

Wild PININ- sacesesencacts Sterling Holloway | ents which have kept her at top rat- 

Rather Fiinh.ss00s 50505540 24 Thurston Hall) ing as a film star. The role of Mytyl 

aver ere Ty er ee rer ere Edwin Maxwell | 


—_——— 
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Despite overwhelming evidence of 
earnest effort and liberal expendi- 


and during all | ture, Darryl] F. Zanuck’s venture into 
that time I have received nothing | the field of film whimsy, whence 
Here | 


comes ‘The Blue Bird,’ is a disap- 
pointing excursion. Whatever fresh- 
and imaginative charm the} 
| Maurice Maeterlinck poem play pos- 
sessed a generation ago seem to have 
tarnished through the years. The 
{idea that happiness is something 


|heart was old stuff when the Sphinx 


settings, and aided by all the wiz-| 


manship, can make it seem new. 
There always is the risk when a 


|resurrected and adapted for screen- 


is straightforward and demands little 
but the ability to speak lines. Like 
the scenic, costume and camera de- 
partments, which extended them- 
selves in the production, the child | 
also, for the first time, seemed to be} 
straining for her points. Wisdom of 
casting her in ‘The Blue Bird’ may 
not be judged safely on the results 
of the first engagements in New York, 
Detroit and San Francisco, where 
the film is being presented at ad- 
vanced admissions and on a two-a- 
day policy. The vast Temple audi- 
ence is pegged on a lower round. 
Film is set for general release at 
Easter. Flin, 


Sidewalks of London 


(BRITISH-MADE) 





| the transfer. It is necessary also in 


| the construction of the screenplay 


| to improvise and change, which ne- | 


| cessitates new dialog and plot inven- 
|tion. There is no fault to be found 
|on either of these points. As a mat- 
\ter of fact, one or two interpolated 


|less script. Recalling the stage pro- 
duction and its beautiful presenta- 
jtion by Winthrop Ames, playgoers 
| will remember that ‘The Blue Bird’ 
| never flew very far, or very high. 
|It was a great outing for the kids 
| and their nurses. The film is in the 
| Same groove. Mats big, with plenty 
| of running up and down the aisles: 
| nights, so so. 
It’s an allegory, and it all takes 
place in a dream—all of it except a 
|brief prolog and epilog which are 
| laid In a woodcutter’s home. 
| ley is first glimpsed as a naughty 
| little girl who talks back to her 
mother and father. She is unkind 
to a playmate who is ill. She's a 
bad example in behavior for her 


, Sell and just as cute as Shirley used 
; to be. So the two are oat ult to 
| bed. and it isn’t soon enough. 

Comes the dream and the appear- 
}ance of Jessie Ralph as the Fairy 
| Berylune, who sends the children 
| into the wide open spaces to find 
| the blue bird of happiness. The fam- 
| ily cat and dog go along for com- 
| pany in the persons of Gale Sonder- 
gaard and Eddie Collins. Helen 
Ericson steps from a backdrop as 
Light, to show the way. 

The search is conducted into the 
past, and the children come to a 
graveyard, which is transformed into 
a lovely garden. They talk with 
| Granny and Grandna, who awaken 
| from their sleep. Thereafter is an 
adventure into the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Luxury, but happiness is not 
to be found there. Nor in the great 
| forest where the trees conspire with 
ao and Fire to frighten the chil- 
n. 


That portion of the film which is 
devoted to the Land of Unborn Chil- 
dren is the best and perhaps com- 
plete justification for the production. 
It is a series of striking views in 
color, peopled by scores of young- 
sters, waiting their time to come to 
iearth. Walter Lang, the director. 
| handles this piece of sheer imagery 
with delicacy and feeling. The load- 





|ing of a ship, soon to set sail for his street act, and finally is pushed 


Shir- } 


younger brother, who is Johnny Rus- | 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Paramount release of Pommer-Laughton 
| Mayower production. Produced by Eric 
| Pommer. Stars Charles Laughton, Vivien 
Leigh. Features Rex Hatrison. Directed 
by Tim Whelan, From the story St. Mare 
tin’s Lane’ by Clemence Dane. Camera, 
| Jules Kruger; film editors, Hugh Stewart 
land Robert Hamer. Previewed at West- 
| wood Village Jan. 19, ’40. Running time, 
| 84 MINS, 


eS ee eer Charles Laughton 
b BADDY. coccisccccccccccsccceves Vivien Leigh 
ii PPR TRER TT TERT ee Rex Harrison 
SF MUINNSOO i kt occ vo ceceeeeswae Larry Adler 
DOMEEN co rescccecescneereanene Tyrone Guthrie 
Co Oe ee ree Gus McNaughton 
Ss 6.0 50:0.0.565 FOC Se bb 9 oR ROE Bart Cormack 
CMeNG PEER bo cb eke src ereeeuees Edward Lexy 
BER, BOG ii ciscisesicccecsects mane CO nel 
ES Sere err es ee Basil Gill 
PEM MEMES 6.8 bb 56 oe osicd eonceebed Claire Greet 
P PIMCROEES 66 6b0b 06 6ss'ccceeeneees David Burns 
[ EROMEOEO. bokeh 0ssessscsccceces Cyrit Smith 
Pa FA Ronald Ward 
fo.) a eee ere Romilly Lunge 
2) ee eee eee Helen Haye 
eT eee eee Phyllis Stanley 
Bi reer Tere eee Jerry Verno 
EE Cee ee eet hee Polly Ward 
PORTE iti lepNenewesaaneneecal Alf Goddard 


| ‘Sidewalks of London’ was turned 
}out in London more than a year ago 


and has been acquired by Paramount 
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side while she goes on to fame &s a 
camaie hall star. Miss Leigh then 
seeks out Laughton to repay him by 
attempting to get him a part in her 
new show, but it’s no go, and he 
blithely returns to his busking. 

Laughton’s characterization of the 
amateurish entertainer who performs 
for street pennies is an excellent por- 
trayal. or class audience it's 
amusing, but general audiences will 
tab setting as decidedly colloquial. 

Miss Leigh is provocative and per- 
sonable, displaying fine acting ability. 
Rex Harrison, as minor romantic in- 
terest opposite Miss Leigh and spon- 
sor of her climb to the top, stands out 
prominently. Harrison catches atten- 
tion of the women, despite his brief 
role, and may get a trip to Holly- 
wood when returns on the picture 
are in. 

Supporting cast is excellently set 
up for display of London a. Most 
prominent are Tyrone Guthrie and 
Gus McNaughton, busker partners of 
Laughton. Bart Cormack, who has 
done much writing in Hollywood, is 
also in support. 

Picture } 
production layout to provide neces- 
sary color of London street. Produc- 
tion number, in which song by Ar- 
thur Johnston and Eddie Lola, ‘Straw 
Hats in the Rain,’ is presented, has 
an elaborate presentation, although 
brief in its execution. Camera work 
is of high calibre. 


Tim Whelan's direction delves into! 


human characterizations, but is too 
slowly paced to hit wide American 
audience reaction. Eric Pommer, who 
also has had Hollywood experience 
as a director and producer, is credit- 
ed with production guidance, 


The Lion Has Wings 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
United Artists release of Alexander Korda 
production, Features Merle Oberon, 
Richardson, June Duprez. Directed by 
Michael Powell, Brian Desmond Hurst, 
Andrian Brunel Screenplay, lan Dal- 
rymple; narrater, Lowell Thomas, At 
Globe, N. Y., Jan. 20. °40, on dual bill; 
running time, 76 MINS, 
Cast: Merle Oberon, Ralph Richardson, 
June Duprez, Flora Robson, Robert Doug- 
las, Anthony Bushell, Derrick de Marney. 





First of the official British propa- 
ganda pictures to reach the U. S. 
since the outbreak of hostilities, ‘The 
Lion Has Wings’ demonstrates how 
fflM propaganda as well as the other 


instruments of warfare have pro-, 


gressed since the last war. Which 
isn’t to say that this picture is a mas- 
terpiece. Far from it. But at least 
it’s much more skillful than anything 
of the kind heretofore shown, As 
has been observed before, the Eng- 
lish are shrewd propagandists. 

Film is part dramatic and part 
documentary. First portion is aimed 
to justify Britain’s war stand, while 
the second part dramatizes the de- 
velopment and activities of the Royal 
Air Force. Although it presents 
nothing that hasn't been repeated 
over and over before, the early part 


dealing with the alleged war ‘guilt’ | 
Using shots of | 


is rather impressive. 
Hitler addressing the Reichstag and 
purporting to take the Fuehrer’s own 
words, it shows time and again how 


he made solemn pledges to the Ger- | 


man people and the other nations. 
Then in each case the picture shows 
scenes of Nazi troops marching into 
territory which Hitler had promised 
not to violate. 
many and its surrounding countries 
is used to illustrate how the Nazis 
swallowed smaller nation after na- 
tion into the present Reich. In that 
part of the picture, producer Korda 
has even gone back to 1914 to revive 
the incident of the German ambas- 
sador railing at the British for going 
to war over a ‘scrap of paper.’ 

After that argumentative (and rea- 
sonably convincing) portion, the pic- 
ture swings into the dramatic story 
of the air force, First is heard the 
voice of Chamberlain addressing 
Parliament and _ broadcasting the 

















declaration of war against Germany, 
and, as the scene shifts to a private 
home in London, Merle Oberon is 
shown listening to the radio. In one 


| of the two or three genuinely affect- 
| ing moments of the picture, she and 


for American distribution. Inclusion | another girl silently listen as the 
of Vivien Leigh as co-starrer with|,Prime Minister concludes and the 


| market, 
| first breaks of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
| in this country, which Paramount 
apparently did in this instance, ac- 
| centuates grosses for both the dis- 
tributor and exhibitor. Both will 
}collect through the buildup and 
| widespread publicity accruing to 
| Miss Leigh as Scarlett O’Hara of the 
| Selznick production. Booking of 
| ‘Sidewalks of London’ prior to show- 
| ings of ‘Wind’ will give audiences a 
| preview of Miss Leigh’s screen acting 
_abilities—with reactions definitely on 
the favorable side. 

| Picture will provide nominal en- 
| tertainment for American audiences, 
although it is handicapped by slow 
| motivation of plot which so generally 
| characterizes English pictures. Major 
| drawback, however, is broad cockney 
; accent of the characters, which be- 
comes unintelligible in many dialog 
| passages, 

| Story, although not new, has a 
| fresh setting. Charles Laughton is a 
busker—London street entertainer. 
Miss Leigh is a street gamin subsist- 
ing on petty thefts. Laughton takes 





the girl under his wing, puts her in 


Charles Laughton make it a poten-| Strains of ‘God Save the King’ are 
tial boxoffice attraction in the U. S.| 


heard. 
That leads into the human story 


Holding the picture’s release until | that runs faintly through the rest of 


the film. But most of the dramatic 
portion stresses more the manufac- 
ture of munitions and planes for the 
war in the air. While much of the 
munitions-making shots are routine 
stuff,a few bits are instructive. And 
the parts dealing with the plan of 
defending England against air raids 
is intensely interesting. Re-enacted 
air battles with raiding squadrons 
and the re-staged Royal Air Force 
raid on the Nazi pocket battleships 
in the Kiel Canal are too obviously 
one-sided to be convincing, however. 
As one Missourian in the audience 
remarked loudly, ‘If it’s as easy as 
that, the war’d already be over. 
Even so, the picture has undeni- 
ably logical arguments in the earlier 
portions and abounds in graphically- 
effective air shots and illuminating 
technical details in the latter por- 
tions. If the dramatic story is hum- 
drum and the acting negligible, the 
picture is still far above par in en- 
tertainment—for propaganda. And, 
because of its timely quality and the 
obvious U. S. sympathy for its view- 
point, the film should also coin a 
neat profit. ' Hobe. 


as been given adequate | 


Ralph | 


Thus, a map of Ger- | 


---—— aay 
— 


Adventure In Diamonds 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Paramount release of A. M. Rotsfora 
production, Stars George Brent, 
Miranda, Features John Loder, Nige} 
Bruce, Elizabeth Patterson, Cecil Kelloe 
way. Directed by George Fitzmaurice, 
Screenplay by Leonard Lee and Frang 
Schulz; story by Frank O'Connor; camera 
Charles Lang, Jr.; film” editor, Le Roy 
Stone. Previewed at Westwood Village 
Jan. 15, '40, Running time: 72 MINS,’ 


Capt. Stephen Dennett........George Rrent 
Felice Falcon. ....e.eeeeeeeee--I8a Miranda 


Tsa 






| Michael BORPOIRY «00 c.ccncccccccecd John Loder 
Col, J. W, Lansfield..........-Nigel Bruce 
Nellie.cccccodeccccscscs Flizabeth Patterson 
TAOYA. ccoccvecccccsscccese Matthew Boulton 
TAMMY. coccccccevcssessrseresens Rex Evans 
EMErson, cecoocevescesses:s- Cecil Kelloway 
Wakefield. ccccccccccssess Walter Kingsford 
TOUtasche. .cocecsetecrserseees Ernest Truex 
Mr. PerrinBecccccccscsccccsccces Ralph Forbes 
Mra, Perrin8.....sscesssereeees-Nikolayeva 
Mr. Macpherson... .cccocersseces FE. E. Clive 
Mrs. Macpherson..... ae Vera Lewis 
LOW. cose hor ecchoars eeeess Edward Gargan 





Provided with a story that has 
semblance of freshness in its back. 
‘ground, ‘Adventure in Diamonds’ js 
handicapped by an_ uninteresting 
script and sagging direction. Un.- 
| winding slowly and inconclusively, 
/ picture fails to arouse interest until 
the final reel, and then it’s too late, 

This is Isa Miranda’s_ second 
| American production. As in her 
| initial picture, ‘Hotel Imperial,’ she 
shows snatches of ability, but is 
snowed under by poor material and 
routine direction. 


| Story deals with the intrigue and 
hawkshawing of diamond-snatching 
| crooks in South Africa. Miss Mi- 
'randa is the female accomplice of 
international gem thief, John Loder, 





} 


diamonds from both the mine and 
the country. George Brent, govern- 
ment flyer, falls for the girl’s charms, 
and makes an innocent assist in 
helping the pair get the diamonds 
out of the mine area. Despite the 
girl’s criminal tendencies. Brent 
stands gallantly by and finally the 
two work together to uncover the 
identity of the ring-leaders. 


The script fails to clearly define 
motivation, and direction deficiencies 
accentuate the story faults. Pace is 
slow and dull until the final 
sequence, when it rolls into the 
tempo of a suspenseful episode remi- 
nescent of the ‘Perils of Pauline’ era. 

Miss Miranda does as well as she 
can under handicap of script and di- 
rection. Brent is adequate as the 
hero of the piece. John Loder, in 
‘first Hollywood appearance after 
several years abroad, is the leader 
of the gem ring; Nigel Bruce is a 
, typical British intelligence officer, 
; while Elizabeth Patterson has some 
' choice bits as a light-fingered maid. 


Production layout provided is of 
top calibre, with interesting narra- 
tive shots intercut to show operation 
| of diamond-gathering in the mines, 
}and the protective measures used to. 
‘prevent inside thefts of the gems. 
| An ostrich race provide: novelty in 
‘the early portion of the film. 


—_—— 


CITY OF CHANCE 


2th Century-Fox release of Sol M. 
| Wurtzel production. Features Lynn Bari, 
©. Aubrey Smith, Donald Woods, Amanda 
| Duff. Directed by Ricardo Cortez. Screen- 
| Trivers; 





| 





|; play by John Larkin and Barry 

musical direetion, Samuel Kaylin; editor, 
| Norman Colbert; camera, Lucien Andrict. 
; At Pix, N.Y., dual, week Jan. 20, '40. 


; Running time, 57 MINS, 

SURI POMNDONIB 6.6 6.00 oo 000508sekes Lynn Bari 
ee WU 66646400065 0:6:6 5 C. Aubrey Smith 
SEGVS Weiss cvivecctecvtes Donald Woods 
| EOE BURRS s sc cticviswctoccceed Amanda Duff 
Bo SPP rere rrr reer June Gale 
| Marty COmMmers,. .ocsccoseececs Richard Lane 
| Ted Blaine. .ccsovsccccecesss Robett Lowery 
| BAPON JOROPD i ccccecesssed Alexander Lb’ Arcy 
| MEBRCIOS, ccc cceooceeccsccess George Douglas 
By | A errr Harry Shannon 
CBT NGVINGs ccccctdcnecens Kdward Marr 
PECR WICC « cidcccsoceveuces Robert Allen 
MeYS,.. WPMICOlE 6060000540 Charlotte Wynters 
PATS. GIRINGSPs cccccccecscccccess Ore Lane 





| ‘City of Chance’ unquestionably 
| was put into the hopper as a program 
| production, but it has turned out 
| stronger than some of those intended 
i;as A films. Ricardo Cortez has 
/turned in a craftsmanlike assign- 
; ment in directing the film, which is 
'hindered only by lack of names. 
Picture has gambling as its main 
theme and Cortez has never lost 
sight of this. There's a touch of the 
girl reporter angle, a smattering of 
gangster operations and a hint of 
crusading coppers—all of which have 
been used before in a single produc- 
tion with varying results. But Cor- 
|tez has interlaced them trimly and 
‘has kept the chance element in the 
| foregrcund. 


The director atso rates a bow for 
' several thespian performances which 
' make a couple of familiar actors ap- 
pear like different persons. The 
{characters of ‘the judge,’ veteran 
| gambler; Steve, the gambling casino 
| operator, and the girl reporter, for- 
/merly from the ranch country of 
Texas, are particularly sharply-de- 
| fined. Even the foiled gunman, 
Charlie; the newly-wed socialite and 
ithe casino’s cloakroom stooge are 
| made into living personages instead 
of the accepted, unimportant sup- 
| port. Z 
Starting off with a series of typical 
metropolitan scenes, as an unseen 
narrator points to the various chance 
| ames operated in a big city, the 
story swings deftly into the gambling 
casino of one Steve Walker. There 
_the plot unfolds—a sort of ‘Grand 
hotel of gambling.’ Fact that a gir! 
reporter gets inside, is quickly dis- 


| covered by the casino’s operato’s 


and is thwarted at every turn in he: 
(Continued on page 22) 


and arrives to smuggle out a load of . 
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SHOWMEN AND PRESS HAIL 
‘THE BLUE BIRD’ 


FOLLOWING SPECTACULAR 
N. ¥. WORLD PREMIERE! 





“Unquestionable appeal 
to audiences of all ages, 
types and places. A mas- 
terpiece of imagination, 
spectacular, rich in sen- 
timent.” —M. P. Daily 


“Colorful and enchant- 
ing. A beautiful film. 
Sets are opulent, photog- 
raphy gorgeous! Should 
prove an enchanting ad- 
venture for the young- 
sters...and their elders, 
too!” —N.Y. Daily Mirror 


“A screen masterpiece. 
Something radiant—new 
in screen history. Touches 
deeper wells of senti- 
ment... women will be 


dissolved in tears!” 
—~L. A. Times 


“Zanuck and 2Oth Cen- 
tury-Fox can well be 
proud. Most unusual en- 
tertainment for young 
and oldalike.Charmingly 
different.” 

—L. A. Herald-Express 


bee re 


_ BLUE BIRD’ WAS AGREAT | 





PICTURE. THAT WAS A 


MILD STATEMENT. AFTER — 


SEEING THE PICTURE AND — 






HOPE EVERY EXHIBITOR 


| ENTHUSES OVER ‘THE | 
BLUE BIRD’ AS I AM EN. | 
_ THUSED AND THAT THEY | 


_ GIVEIT ALL THE SHOW- | 
MANSHIP THAT THE PIC- 
TURE DESERVES.” 
A. R. BOYD 


“Complete enchantment is in store 
for the millions who unquestionably 
will see this. Will send children into 
ecstacies and give their elders 
supreme entertainment. Moving, 
poignant story...and tender drania 
which brings many a lump to the 


throat!” —Hollywood Reporter 


THE KEYSTONE OF YOUR FUTURE 








AGAIN REVIEWING THE 
_ VARIOUS SCENES,IAM 
_ CONVINCED THAT THE | 
GREAT BEAUTY AND 
_ CHARM OF THIS PRODUC- ——= ence. A picture with a 


- TION WILL CAUSE THE -: 
PUBLIC TO LOVE IT. I 


“Will enchant children 
and delight mature audi- 
ences. Brilliant fantasy 

.. superbly projected to 
the screen.” —Film Daily 


“There is comedy... 
pathos, too. Surprisingly 
emotional in its effect. 
Apt to bring out all the 
handkerchiefs in an audi- 


charm of its own.” 
—N. Y. Sun 


“Big treat for young and 
old. Will undoubtedly 
delight both adults and 
children all over the 
country. Done on an 


elaborate scale.” 
—L. A. Examiner 


“Opulent and eye-filling 
spectacle ...to beguile 
those of all ages who are 
lucky enough to see it. 
A pictorial gem... de- 
lightful.” 

—N. Y. Daily News 


- 
3 
z 





"f 





























16 VARIETY 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 





Wednesday, January 24, 1949 


























PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Bob Chester Orch. (15), Dolores 
O'Neill, Al Stuart, Buddy Brennan; 
Roy Davis, Gracie McDonald, Bert 
Wheeler (4), Four Inkspots; ‘Remem- 
ber the Night’ (Par), reviewed in 
Variety, Jan. 10. 











| 
| 
Current hour layout is_ well, 
rounded, smartly knit and solidly en- | 
tertainng all the way. Coupled to the | 
strongly received Fred MacMurray- | 
Barbara Stanwyck screen fare, ‘Re- | 
member the Night,’ the house should | 
acquit itself creditably at the b.o. | 
this stretch. 


This is the first important theatre 
stand for the new Bob Chester band , 
and it gets over with plenty to“spare. | 
Formed only last summer, Chester's 
group has had some 13 weeks of 
hotel work and a few one-nighters 
and preparatory theatre dates before 
reaching the Par, which seems to) 
label it as one of the fastest settling | 
of the new outfits. It evidences a 
wealth of ability, rolling with re- 
laxed smoothness without, however, 
losing enthusiasm so necessary to a 
click crew. 


Strangely enough there isn’t one 
hard-drven tune being used by the 
outfit. It’s not styled that way of | 
course, but nevertheless the group is 
capable of taking off. Numbers it! 
uses are pretty evenly balanced be 
tween rhythm and ballad writings. | 
Opening, after the theme, is of ail 
things, ‘In the Mood,’ generally as- | 
sociated with Glenn Miller because | 
of that band’s standout arrangement 
of it. Chester and Miller have been 
at slight odds of late because of sim- 
ilarity in style. Chester, too, has an 
interesting arrangement of the tune, 
but it’s not quite the equal of 
Miller's. 

Probably the best arrangement 
used here by Chester is ‘Sorrento,’ 
a lilting Italian piece that’s well done 
with muted brass and sax breaks. 
Following closely is one of the ‘St. 
Louis Blues.’ There’s also a show- 





‘out technique and eat up the a 





ing for some time, which suggests 
that new arrangements are in order. 
-Leo Morgan lighted and staged the 


STATE, N. Y. 





layout well. Business good when| Jjouis Sobol, Sinclair Twins, 
caught last show Thursday (18). Jimmy and Mildred Mulcahy, Cobina 
Wood. | Wright, Jr., Joe E. Lewis, Ruby 





Zwerling’s House Orch; ‘Amazing Mr. 


Paramount, Newark —_ | Williams’ (Col). 








Stage show opens with an apology 
by Louis Sobol, Broadway columnist 
for the N. Y. Journal-American, who 
is doubling as m.c. for the week. 
Sobol says he doesn’t know why 
he was booked in, and it’s quite 
possible that no small percentage of 
the customers is even more puzzled, 
He doesn’t take up much of the run- 
off time but he does produce a cuffo 

uest at each performance. Henny 

oungman made that ‘surprise’ and 
impromptu appearance at the per- 
formance caught, and he proceeded 
to tell some of the same jokes that 
Joe E. Lewis, the headliner for the 
week, had just finished telling. The 
audience guffawed at the coinci- 
dence> It seems that Youngman was 
libbing that figuratively lands the | just en bis way to Hollywood. To 
lady in their laps. Vocal offerings | prove it, he told his jokes clad in 
suit perfectly her brand of warbling. |balmacan and muffler and with hat 
‘Three Little Fishies,’ sung after the in hand. 
manner of Miss Raye’s ‘six-year-old | The proportion of legitimate talent 
niece,’ is ea in this department, but! on this bill is pretty high. Sobol 
there’s nothing wrong with rendi- tries a couple of gags on his own for 
tions of ‘Want the Waiter’ and ‘I jaughs but all is forgiven when 
Can’t Dance.’ ‘Lewis finally goes into his own spot, 

Miss Raye works in front of Joe the closing. Lewis ribs along with 
Fecher’s house band, which has been | the columnist and pitches a few with 
lifted out of the pit this week and | Cobina Wright, Jr., the tall blonde 
does creditably on stage. Schedule | beauty from the Social Register, and 
gives the unit two numbers, includ- | little of it sounds witty or funny. Yet 
ing an appropriate opening with | when Lewis gets into his own routine 
‘Martha. . ..  |he topples ‘em over like so many 

Senor Wences offers a fascinating powling-pins. As an entertainer the 
bit of ventriloquism, using the back | guy's in full bloom. As a mimic he’s 
of his hand for the face of a whim- jn a class by himself. As satirist 
sical dummy that even smokes! of current foibles, particularly the 
cigarets. With another dummy | choice of songs, he can hold the No. 1 
planted in a large box, the senor niche against even Fred Allen. But 
tosses around three voices with re-' his surefire quality doesn’t stop him 
markable effect, numerous ‘interrup- | from bending down for a clod of 
tions’ from the man in the box get-| mud. He doesn’t need it but habit is 
ting lots of laughs. ‘apparently too strong. As a case in 

The Lazanders, three men and a | point, there’s that crack about win- 


Newark, N. J., Jan. 20. 
Martha Raye, Senor Wences, The 
Four Lazanders, Pat Rooney, Jr., & 
Herman Timberg, Jr., Variety 
Dancers (6), Joe Fecher House Orch 
(11); ‘The Fatal Hour’ (Mono). 





Accent on silliness marks Martha 
Raye’s personal at the Adams Para- 
mount this week, but it’s infectious 
stage fare that’s drawing good busi- 
ness. Same boisterous quality that is 
featured in her films is highlighted 
by the headliner. 

Miss Raye launches her turn at top 
speed and is never off the pace. Cus- 
tomers go for the knockdown, ree 





girl, appear completely daft at first | hing the daily doubles and clean un- 


manly number led by trumpeter Al glance but as the act progresses the | 
Stuart that shows up fine. It’s ‘On audience is convinced they are deft. 
the Sunny Side of the _ Strect,’' Their acrobatics are dispatched with | 
in ‘Marie choral style, with nine a nonchalance that moves the house | 
members of the band stretched to the edge of their seats. 
across the stage behind Stuart, out- The juniors, Pat Rooney and Her- 
fitted with phosphorescent derbies man Timberg, booked at the last 
and canes and echoing the lyrics. It’s minute to replace a_ cancellation, 
good, and for laughs one musician is were a little shaky opening day, but 
always out of step with the rest. Rooney clicked with imitation of soft 
Chester is still not clear of ner- shoe number made notable by his 
vousness at the helm without his father. 
sax. With his instrument the out-| Variety Dancers, five femmes and 
fit’s composed of five sax, four .a masculine hoofer, offer collection 
rhythm and five brass, latter the of neat costumes, songs and so-so 
usual three and two. Leader’s baton- | routines. ‘Loch Lomond,’ vocal solo 
ing could be smoother, too, but that by one of gals, is particularly pleas- 
will take care of itself with more _ ing. 
stage work. Dolores O’Neill, vocal- 
ist, clicks solidly with ‘Baby, What | 
Else Can I Do’ and ‘Want Waiter | 
with bp = well done. She’s 
CR Bae Oe Sars. ee) Dayton, O., Jan. 19. 
Each of the extra turns, which Andy Devine, St. Clair & O'Day, 
work in front of the band is solidly po ris Mae, Four Franks, Red Dona- 
appreciated. First is Roy Davis, who hue: ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) 
explains his novel stint before going , , x 
into it. He puts records on a phono- | 
graph and then, with perfectly timed | 
lip movements and gestures, makes it | 
appear that he’s doing the singing. | 
It obviously required extensive and 
patient rehearsing to acquire perfec- 
tion, and he sustains the 
throughout. He’s good for laughs 
and strong returns. Uses Jerry ¥ 
Colonna’s recording of ‘Sonny Boy,’ 
Andrews Sisters’ ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ 
and the extremely funny Rudy 
Vallee cutting of ‘The Old Sow.’ 


Colonial, Dayton 








Old-style vaudeville, with its open- 
ing ‘dumb’ act, its musical turn, 
knockabout comedy turn, dancing 
and even a skit, with everyone on 
his own, returns to the Colonial this 
illusion | Week. As a whole, the bill is pleas- 
Interest is centered on Andy De- 
ine, who furnishes the sketch, a 
scene from his recent picture, ‘Ger- 
onimo.’ Clad in a somewhat bizarre 


| western outfit as an Indian scout, | 


derwear. 

There’s a special stage setting for 
he week. It’s supposed to suggest a 
cabaret. Ruby Zwerling and his 
house musicians are brought up from 
the pit and when the performers 


jaren't performing they’re seated at 


‘tables to help round out the effect. 
|The Sinclair Twins follow up Sobol’s 
| apologetic opening with some pleas- 
| ing tap dancing and acrobatics. Their 
|tango reutine marks them as quite 
| beyond the dancing academy stage. 
| They have an eccentric number that 
‘shows off their nimble figures nicely 
and by the time these good-looking 
brunets get through with their head- 
stand bit they have earned them- 
selves a solid round of appreciation. 


It’s harmonicas next and Jimmy 
and Mildred Mulcahy are the ex- 
ponents. It’s a crack little act and 
the pair make a big impression. 
‘From the ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ they 
leap to the intricate ‘Carnival in 
Venice’ and the musical web that 
} this twosome weaves gets them up 
;as worthy candidates for any source 
,of popular entertainment, be it the 
; Stage, nitery or radio. 
| Miss Wright played this heuse 
last year with an Eddie Cantor unit. 
| The throaty quality of her singing is 
supplementary to her vivid beauty 
and flair for wearing clothes. iss 
, Wright has been specializing as an 
|entertainer in the swankier niteries, 
recently returning from the west- 
coast. 





} 
} 


Gracie McDonald is on and off 


‘Devine has a scene with a newly-| Don Loper and Maxine Barrat 


Yr | 
pet i. ho car cae ue , pack a wealth of rhythm and grace 
the tribulations ‘the lieutenant is |! the ao ee Ea 
likely to meet in his first contact 244810 at le MB —— ai 
with the Indians. Then gives a cry- | {0'C© Ma ~~ aioe ery 
ing recital of the loss of his Laura, | W@r™ for a my. hit ng they do 
ending with a comedy tag line since '*, ® — of sheer precision and 
Laura is a horse and not his girl as | U!tva harmony of movement. Their 


quickly. She might do more than 
her two numbers but the brevity | 
helps the pace of the layout. ‘Smarty 
Pants’ enables her to impress with 
okay pipes, and she follows with a. 
neatly done tap to ‘Stop, It’s Wonder- 
ful.’ Gal is cute and has much per- 


sonality in her delivery. 


the audience is led to believe. 


routines contain so much finely 


Bert Wheeler breezes through a |} 


routine heavy with laugh content. 
With a clever stooge, a gal who re- 
cites, and a screwy acrobat who in- 
terrupts things now and then in 
‘Hellzapoppin’ style, the act gets over 
strongly, with Wheeler as the focal 
point. Unbilled stooge is a clever 
foil for the comedian’s zanyisms, 
which seem to follow no set pattern, 
yet reveal painstaking preparation. 
High point in the act is near the 
finale, when Wheeler, left onstage 
alone, gets confidential, telling the 
audience how the stooge is trying to 
steal the act, reasons for him and 
the other people being in it, how 


they’re tied together by relationships, | 


etc. Another is when the already 
mentioned acro comes on and asks 
Wheeler if he’d ‘like to have his 
palm read.’ Whereupon the out- 
stretched hand is brushed over with 
red paint. That and other gags are 
elementary laugh provokers but good 
for strong returns. 


linked rhythm and cadence that they 
gives a dissertation on the 18-inch ©2" 40 without music, as attested by 
‘dew’ on the Coast and some humor- | the duo’s finale. Theirs was a swell 
ous remarks about his uncle and , *¢ndoff. ; ’ 
Jack Benny’s ability to ride side-| Business fair Thursday night (18). 
saddle, with a safety belt. Even if | Odec. 
his material isn’t a knockout, the | 
audience likes him for his genial, | 
homey manner and the fact that he | 
does give something within his capa- | 
bilities, | 
St. Clair and O’Day have a good 
bicycle act, with novelty wheels 


Then, appearing in one, Devine 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 20. 
‘Florida Frolics’ with Three Ryans, 





large and small, low and tall, that, Grace Drysdale, Large & Morgner, | 


he carried them around the circuit Billy Papon, Barney Grant, House 
,for a quarter century. f 
member, who's name is really Grover , YOu Can Love’ (U). 
|Hay, is a former Daytonian who} 
| grew up with the bicycle business in’ Stage bill is trimmed this week to 
_ the bike shop of Orville and Wilbur 40 minutes, unusually short, but car- 
| Wright. |ries the regular quota of entertain- 
| Doris Mae, an attractive miss. beats ment. 

| several turns on her xylophone, sings; Acrobatic turn by Large and Morg- 
| a medley of Irving Berlin’s melodies, | ner is likely the only one of its kind 
dances a bit and hammers the bars on the boards. Opening the bill, two 





his imitations would enhance con- 
derably. 

OS brystels, with her puppet, 
Lulu Belle, is on as the second stand- 
ard, Working behind velvet screen, 
she puts her doll through easily rec- 
ognizable dance routines and winds 
up by emerging from the curtain to 
show customers how it’s done. Run- 
ning time on this novelty act neces- 
sarily must be short because of time 
allotment, and it wisely manages. 

House line is back for a hot num- 
ber with resort setting, and gives at- 
mosphere to the show. Grant has a 
brief turn to spiel line of gags and 
finishes with a novelty song. 

Closing standard is the Three 
Ryans in knockabout and comedy. 
Dust the stage off with a slapstick 
dance and carry it through their oral 
comedy. They work hard for their 


response. 

tives is by girls in beach costumes, 
using their jackets to produce a 
clicko whirling-cape number. Their 
opener, however, when caught, was 
a little under par. Quin. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 19. 
Ted Lewis Orch, Radio Aces, Marie 
Hollis, Dennis Sisters, Hackers (2), 
Betty Jane Smith, Muggsy Spanier, 
Charles ‘Snowball’ Whittier; ‘High 
School’ (20th). 








In his 26 years as a band leader, 
Lewis hes had this town as one of 
his regular spots in the circuit. And 
each time he has put on a revue out- 
standing for its showmanship. This 
week’s bill is no exception. 

Particularly pleasing in the Lewis 
routining are the effective sets and 
nice lighting. As usual, Lewis him- 
self is the major show, keeping up 
the neat pace of supporting acts by 
his comments. Present, too, is his 
‘shadow,’ ‘Snowball’ Whittier, who, 
after 13 years, is still a silhouette 
edition of the band leader. The orch 
performs well on pop tunes and 
plays the acts in polished style. 

Lewis opens with a soliloquy based 
on his show experience, telling the 
audience he gets away with murder. 
Band follows with a swing version 
of ‘St. Louis Blues.’ Whittier then 
joins Lewis in warbling ‘Are Ya 
Havin’ Any Fun?’, following with the 
theme, ‘When My Baby Smiles at 
Me.’ They also work together on 
‘Leader of the Band,’ for baton 
twirling, and the inevitable ‘Me and 
My Shadow.’ Betty Jane Smith 
werks in two spots, for a tap of ‘Song 
of India,’ and later on her toes as 
Lewis sings ‘Over the Rainbow.’ 

Dennis Sisters do nice trio work on 
‘No, Mama, No,’ followed by a com- 
edy ballroom dance done by the 
Hackers, Marie Hollis does a nice 
acro dance to good _ response. 
Muggsy Spanier gets eight pieces out 
of the band to swing a couple of 
tunes down front. He works on hot 
trumpet. Radio Aces are heaviest 
mitt winners of show. In knockabout 
style, they sing ‘Don’t Let Rhythm 
Go to Your Head’ and a medley of 
Victor Herbert tunes. Finish with 
‘South American Way,’ blended into 
La Conga dance with Dennis Sisters. 

Lewis closes with special curtain 
speech set to music of ‘To You.’ He’s 
wise in not wearing out his welcome, 
bringing new acts with him on each 
succeeding visit, and acts which 
come up to standard, too. 

Biz fair at third show Friday in 





Playhouse, \ Winnipeg 





Winnipeg, Jan. 18. 
Stevens Bros. (4) & Big Boy, 
Stalac Bros. & Pearl, Rudy Wheeler, 
Tom O'Neil, Bankoff & Cannon, Don 
Wright’s House Band; ‘Private Lives’ 
(M-G) 


Judging by the newspaper copy, 





The male Line, Jack Wendover Orch; ‘How | 








|it is difficult to tell whether dinner- 


650-pound bear are headlining. 
Dishes have been introduced as an 
added lure to femme patrons. 

The Stevenses have played this 
town before and still seem to possess 
their crowd-pleasing touch, with 
slapstick being their forte, apart from 
the antics of the bear, which garner 
plenty of laughs. Kids from the 





part of the turn. 


| Slight touches and appear smoother 
than when last seen in town. Their 
finale, when one springs into a chair 
carried on the shoulder of the cther 
from teeterboard, is still a customer 
favorite. 

Bankoff and Cannon are a couple 
of engaging acrobats and dancers. 
Gal works mainly on her toes and 
|looks good. Rudy Wheeler, hold- 
|over, is working without a partner 





spite of below-zero weather. Kiley. | 


| ware or the Stevens Bros. and their | 


audience take a ride on its back as 


The Stalacs and Pearl have added | 


n the dark with an arrangement, one-leggers work their entrance ina|this week and had discarded the 


i 

Inkspots close and have little that has the 
trouble getting to their audience. sparks, 
Open with ‘Undecided,’ then ‘Feet’s The Four Franks come near being 
Too Big’ and the well done ‘My the life of the party. Two men and 
Prayer.’ Terping of one member in two girls offer a mixture of singing. 
latter number could be discarded. | dancing, trumpet and sax playing and 
It’s not in keeping with the blue conclude with a burlesque on ‘Gone 
lighted setting or the mood of the With the Wind,’ 
tune. ‘Honeysuckle Rose’ snaps ’em because of its eccentric acrobatics. 
back to the jump side and then they, Devine brings Red Donahue and 
do last 16 bars of ‘If I Didn't, his mule along because, he says, he 
Care,’ the tune whose’ waxing/ never gets tired of viewing this act. 
sent them originally soaring t 
popularity. Condensing ‘Care’ is here time and time again, but the 
smart since it tends to lessen its mule’s stunts are still amazing. 
monotcncusness because of its fre-' Donahue says the animal is now 34 
quent use bv them. However, all the years old and been doing his stuff 
tunes thev do here they’ve been us- for 28 years. Kany. 


pounding emitting | 


It’s bearable only | 


to' It is the same turn that’s been seen | 


clever get-up as one body and two | tramp costume in favor of white tie 
‘heads. Then they doff their cape and tails. Top item is in rolling out 
and gloves and work out in a routine | onto platform in front of stage on a 
of handstands. Fact that one of the juncycle to provide a thrill particular- 
team _is under doctor’s treatment for | ly for those in the first few rows. Tom 
neuritis of the arm failed to make a O'Neil, m.c., takes over the midway 
dent in their performance when spot for a session in comedy and} 
caught here. ‘dancing. Works easily and uses a 
| M.ec. Barney Grant runs on Billy mouth organ for a couple of tunes, | 
Papon, juve Monday discovery night backed by the band, both of which | 
_ produci, for a full act. The 12-year- are good. His imitation of a ballet’ 
'old youngster handles a harmonica dancer is the high spot. 
‘masterfully and diversifies with ant Don Wright’s housemen, complete , 
authentic imitation of Donald Duck|in new uniforms, hold their own 
and other vocal gymnastics. With| with ‘My Prayer,’ ‘Indian Summer’ 
Grant chiming in here and there, kid ' and ‘Little Red Fox,’ wherein ‘Tiny’ | 
has worked up an act above amateur ; Trimble, guitarist, solos a | 

orm. ! 


| rating, but a few bits of business in! backed by band chorus. 


————— 


ROXY, N. Y. 


The Eton Boys (4), Johnny B 
Mazzone & Abbott Co. (5)” Trine 
Wynne, Brock & Ames, Gae Foster 
Girls, Paul Ash House Orch; ‘He 
Married His Wife’ (20th-Fox), re. 
viewed in Vantety, Jan.17, 

With 20th-Fox booking ‘Blue Birq’ 
and ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ which farwe- 
nermally play the Roxy, into other 
Broadway theatres this week, pres- 
ent lineup shows screen b.o. weak- 
ness. And it fails to get much sup- 
port from the stage. Too much rests 
on veteran Johnny Burke’s should- 
ers, and he can’t carry it alone. 


Gae Foster line tosses out three 
production numbers as a prelude to 
three acts, even these fail to 
bolster the lukewarm material. 
ane is one of those rusticscene 
affairs, leading into appearance of 
Trixie, femme juggler. Apparently 
an er agile but somewhat chub- 
by miss mixes acrobatic spins with 
juggling. Stunt of permitting audi- 
ence members to toss a large rubber 
ball at her and catching it with stick 
in her mouth needs further build-up 
On the whole, however, she stacks 
up as well as some outstanding male 
jugglers. 
|. The Eton Boys, radio harmonizers, 
| launch a nice array of rhythm tunes 
| but fail to sell themselves. Swingo 
arrangement of ‘McDonald’s Farm’ 
,as starter doesn’t help. Satire on 
| radio quiz shows is a honey of a pos- 
| sibility but fails to stress humor an- 
‘gle sufficiently. 


| Wynne, Brock and Ames (New 
Acts) are spotlighted in the second 
/ensemble number, with the Foster 
girls doing one of their typical party- 
.gown affairs with white background. 
Effect is soothing but little else. 

_ Burke, wearing a typical Ameri- 
,can doughboy trench outfit, then 
‘comes to the rescue with his familiar 
| vaudeville monolog about a soldier's 
‘experiences in the World War. He 
‘sensibly ducks all reference to the 
present European conflict and keeps 
;his audience in stitches. Burke is 
‘billed as a Mack Sennett comedian, 
|doubtlessly because he starred in the 
iSennett talking comedies produced 
some years ago. He segues into a 
| Paris cafe setting as a neat intro to 
Lea Mazzone and Abbott dance com- 








Latter were at the Roxy last late 
‘in 1938, and continue to highlight ab- 
solute mayhem in rough-house acro 
| dancing. The four girls, one being 
| garbed as a man, and one male race 
‘through a typical apache routine 
with the muffler wide open to leave 
the crowd gasping. Preceding latter 
act, the Fosters do a colorful can-can 
number in which the whole line 
takes daring splits from a_ twirling 
mid-air stance, an ace bit of business 
by the accomplished line. 


Business off more than usual at 
the last show Friday, the severely 
cold weather being a factor. Wear... 


a 


STANLEY, PITT 








Pittsburgh, Jan. 19. 
Eddy Duchin-Orch (12), June Rob- 
bins, Lou Sherwood, Stanley Worth, 
Johnny McAfee, Sunny Rice, Del 
Rios (3), Don Cummings; ‘Invisible 
Stripes’ (WB). 





A class show, just the right lay- 
;out for Eddy Duchin’s plush music, 
and the sort that could fit just as 
easily on piano-playing maestro’s 
home grounds, the swank Persion 
Room of the Plaza in New York. 
Just a bit too restrained perhaps for 
the WB deluxer, but hardly enough 
to make a great difference. 

Keyboard wiz has been smart in 
surrounding himself with sock acts, 
since that leaves his band with a 
minimum to do, which is all right 
inasmuch as outfit’s forte is dansapa- 
tion and specializes little in the gen- 
eral whoop and holler of the typical 
stage crew. Only at the beginning 
and the end, when Duchin himself is 
tickling the ivories spectacularly and 
with his customary showmanship, 
does the orch hit it out on its own, 
all of the other numbers are backed 
by vocal specialists. 

Opening theme is followed by 
‘Scatterbrain’ and then Duchin intro- 
|duces his new femme vocalist, June 
|Robbins, blonde looker with pipes 
, that have a rather appealing quality, 
She gives ’em ‘Stop, It’s Wonderful, 
‘Didn't Know What Time It Was’ and 
the Duchin inevitable, ‘Old _ Man 
Mose.’ Her exit brings on Sunny 
| Riee, a tapster with plenty of oomph 
and talent. Gal’s outfitted appealing- 
ily in clinging pajama getup, an 
‘flashes oodles of grace and ability in 
a smart rhumba tap, followed by @ 
perfunctory routine which is a build- 
up for an airplane spin across the 
stage that seems to go on for min- 
utes and sends her off a bonafide hit. 

Stanley Worth, saxman,_ steps 
down from stand to baritone ‘All 
Things You Are’ and ‘Careless.’ Nice 
voice but he doesn’t put much into 
the lyrics and could use a showler 
delivery. Del Rios, two boys and a 
girl, are next with some of the most 
amazing acrobatic stunts this side 0 
a Rube Goldberg cartoon. Young- 
sters have everything and make 
toughest stunts look easy. Lou Sher- 
wood, band’s trumpet ace, keeps, . 
going with novelty version of E 

(Continued on page 18) 
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|’ SHIPWRECK by 
tidal wave! 


ESCAPE on a raft 
made of barrels! 


TAMING jungle 
denizens for 
household pets! 


EXPLORING the 
' mysteries of the 
forest and hills! 


LIFE-ON-THE- 
THRILL on ad- 
venture isle, a 
thousand miles 

from nowhere! 
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we» THOMAS MITCHELL - EDNA BEST GENE TOWNE | 
FREDDIE BARTHOLOMEW- TERRY = °°" 
KILBURN - TIM HOLT - BABY BOBBY 


UILLAN Directed by EDWARD LUDWIG 
Produced by GENE TOWNE and GRAHAM BAKER 


Screen Play by Walter Ferris, Gene Towne and Graham Baker 
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STANLEY, PITT 


(Continued from page 16) 


Rancho Grande’ and then into a 
tooter solo, seconded by the band, on 
‘Alexander's Ragtime Band,’ demon- 
strating past and present styles of 
ragtime, jazz and swing. It's 
Duchin’s piano soloing, and rightly 
ern musical idiom, and then just a 
brief flash. 

Don Cummings mops up easily 
with his rope-twirling and breezy | 
chatter which he spills in a _ nice, 
comic off-hand manner. Spot's a! 
cinch for Cummings since up to this | 
time show has no comedy at all and | 
mob’s waiting for some. Johnny 
McAfee, best of Duchin’s male vocal- 
ists, next with ‘South of Border’ and 
Robbins gal comes back to team up | 
with him on ‘Oh, Johnny.’ They top 
this one off with an idea of what 
their ‘Oh, Johnny’ might be like 25 
years hence. It’s much too slow. 

Finish, of course, is reserved for 
Dunchin’s piano soloing, and rightly 
so. Asks audience what they want 
to hear, but only as a gag, for he 
gives ’em only what he wants, ‘Over 
the Rainbow’ and the familiar 
‘Stormy Weather’ with the lighting 
effects. Spot’s centered on Duchin’s 
hands and makes a swell effect. Okay 
curtain on all counts with the maes- 





value of her film name without hav- 
ing a pall of lethargy fall as a re- 
sult of i — thane played ° sia saul 
demurely on instrumen B Goodman Orch ; 

Ray Bolger used to get laughs first | ampion, Charles Christian, Helen 
with his knockabout dancing comedy, | Forrest, Muriel Winsor, Gene Shel- 


Strand, Portland, Me. 








{ 


and then applause. Now he gets ap-' gon Loretta Fisher; ‘Joe and Ethel 
plause before he starts anything and bo (M-G). 

softens the audience _ into | 
laughter later. He really rocked ‘em | 
at the last show on Friday (19) with | 





Stage show policy at house is at 


{his pantomime prizefight in dance 
and i 
Bolger now rates as sur 
added strength of his picture name. 
Closing is the dance team of Georges 
and Jalna, who do best with their 
foreign dances, for they have a knack | ters. 
of putting over a Viennese waltz and | 
a Polish mazurka. 
have flash and color. They try to do 
American jazz in ballroom style and ; 
miss because they seem to lack the the swing hounds are concerned, if 
necessar 

over this. sort of routine in ballroom 
satire. 


tango number. 
as surefire on the 


For these they 


humorous touch to put 


Should stick to their forte 


least temporarily resuscitated with 
\eostliest bill ever brought into local 
‘filmer. Figuring seems to be that if 
‘Goodman doesn't bring ’em out, no 
j one will. Presentation is a solid 60 
‘minutes of the type that still regis- 


Outfit has gone through some per- 
'mutations since it played a dance 
‘date at a nearby beach last summer. 
| But it more than‘holds up as far as 


|reaction in this town indicates any- 
| thing. Opening ‘Don’t Be That Way 
| (with Ziggy Elman talking back on 


where they are exceptionally clicko. trumpet) has the kids wrestling with 
House line turns in three fair num- | the ushers. 


bers for flash and volume. 
Business good. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Jan. 20. 


Gold. 








tro registering as usuul, in click 
fashion. 


| 


Paul Whiteman Orch (18) with 
Joan Edwards, Four Modernaires, 


Max Adkins’ house crew in pit and | Charlie Teagarden, Mike Pingitore, 


its overture is an ear-easy arrange- 
ment of group of Friml tunes. 

Biz off, but understandable be- 
cause of sub-zero weather, coldest 
spell here in several years. Cohen. 


BEACON, VANCOUVER 


Vancouver, Jan. 20. 
‘Florentine Garden Revue’ with 
Taynton Dancers (8), Bob and 
Norma Taynton, Ross & Stone, Ches- 
ter Dolphon, Jack Pons, June Hart, 
Frank Maracci’s House Orch (5); 
‘The Forgotten Woman’ (U). 








been considering for weeks—bringing 
in a line of girls with the possibility 
of holding it a month or so. Bow in 
with the Taynton Dancers (8) on a 
two-week contract, with an option of 
two more if they click. They don't. 

Act is a sort of commercialized 
ballet, much too arty for this house, 
which is on the fringe of the east 
end sector and plays to a working- 
class clientele that likes its humor 
bread and its perspiring acrobats. 
Sepune at the opening show was 
co. 


Gals work hard and achieve fair 
success in their closing Bolero, with 
tom-toms thumping and Bob and 
Norma Taynton doing an effective 
twirl at center-stage, all in black. 
Their ‘Doll’s House’ is colorfully cos- 
tumed and staged but for the most 


part it’s over the heads of this audi- | 


ence. 


Bob Hannon, Al Gallodoro, ‘Goldie’; 
‘Married His Wife’ (20th). 














Celebrating its 14th birthday. this 
ace deluxer has chosen Paul White- 
man’s band to foster. the occasion. 

Whiteman still stands out as one 
of the ace bandsmen, by virtue of his 
smart musicianship, experience and 
consummate showmanship. And the 


| present setup illustrates why he con- 


tinues to hold a top rung. 

As a musical organization, orches- 
tra is excellent. In individual per- 
formances and group instrumenta- 
tion, as well as in its unique ar- 


;rangements, outfit has the suave, 


With a deep breath, this house | 
opened Friday (19) with an idea it’s | 


richly musical qualities which give 
it distinction. Unit dispenses music 
primarily and it’s 100% melodic and 
ear-comforting. 

Whiteman’s bo. reception on 
Saturday (20) by localites was 
warming despite a blizzard and zero 
temperatures. Repeated encores for 
band and its specialists had the 
leader begging off for them. 

Joan Edwards clicks big with her 
effective vocals. Buffalo’s own Four 
Modernaires are spotty in their har- 
menizing, mostly okay but at times 
overboard slightly on mugging. Bob 
Hannon’s smooth tenor balladry is 
notably a femme appealer, his ‘All 
the Things You Are’ brightening pro- 
ceedings considerably. The sax 


pyrotechnics of Al Galladora;/pan pantomimist. 


Goodman as a young chap whom he 


‘Goldie,’ trumpeter, who contributes 
comedy, and Mike Pingitore drew 
warm receptions. But in the final 
count-up, it’s the general sure mu- 
sicianship of the ensemble, together 


while not ‘America’s foremost come- | touches, which bring the kudos. 


dians’ (as they are modestly billed), 
manage to coax what few laughs 
there are out of this show. Ross 
handles himself well with some 
subtle quips but his langorous part- 
ner seems much too bored with it 
all, despite the fact that she’s called 
on to be droopy. 

Jack Pons is out of place as m.c., 
as he aptly demonstrates with the 
telling of a vicious gag midway. It 
was accorded a frigid reception 
when caught. June Hart works hard 


Burton. 


STATE, HARTFORD 





Hartford, Jan. 21. 


Linda Moody, Phil Regan, Barr & 
| Estes, Ben Yost New Yorkers (12), 
| Lew Parker Co. (5), Tip, Tap & Toe, 
| Sam Kaplan House Band; ‘Fatal 
Hour’ (Mono). 





With two vocal acts and three 


on her accordion and taps but it’s | dance turns there is too much same- 


‘Rigoletto’ and other familiar stuff 


all the way. | 
Biz at opening show (19) satisfac- 
tory. Stu. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


: Chicago, Jan. 20. 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals (9), Guy Robertson, Anita 
Louise, Ray Bo , Georges & 
Jaina, Chicago Ballet (16); ‘Remem- 
ber the Night’ (Par). 





| ness here this week though bill gen- 
erally is entertaining. 

Once again the pit band, aug- 
mented by four, has been moved on 
stage to back the acts. Lew Parker 
m.c.s and brings on the first specialty, 
Linda Moody, tapologist. Gal’s tap- 
ping is clear and seemingly effortless 
in two numbers, but she fails to sell. 
Better use of makeup, costuming and 
general improvement of personality 
| would help. 
| Ben Yost New Yorkers, six boys 





Most obvious disappear- 
‘ance is that of Jess Stacey from 
‘piano, but Johnny Guarnieri, who 


now fills the place, is, nevertheless, 


ahead of the ‘adequate’ qualification. 
\Stacey- is now with Bob Crosby. 
'Helen Forrest, new femme vocalist, 
‘is sufficiently conservative looking to 
blend well with Goodman's equal 
-sedateness. She handles three sweet 
itunes nicely after the torrid opener, 
providing a needed alteration in pace 
and volume. 


Band’s program includes nothing 
that isn’t familiar to outfit’s radio 
followers, which may be a short- 
jcoming; folks in the smaller burgs 
‘enjoy being told that they’ve been 
singled out for the premiere of a 
‘ditty or an arrangement. Of the 
‘library items, the comedy setting to 
\‘T’aint Whatcha You Do’ (with 
satirical references to Kyser, T. 
Dorsey, et al.) seems to be the No. 1 
audience-rouser; the more esoteric 
‘‘One O'clock Jump,’ with its ever- 
‘mounting swirls of brass, also has 
|’em panting but asking for more. 


The relatively unblarey trio, quar- 
tet and sextet garner their respec- 
tively just deserts, with Charlie 
| Christian (guitar) the standout in 


| the specialty groups. Lionel Hamp- 


\ton at the vibraphone is also out- 
standing. However, the spotting of 
| these at the end impresses as ques- 
itionable programming—ttre finale 
finds several of the regulars missing 


'and probably halfway back to the | 


hotel. 


Muriel Winsor, purveyor of sophis- 
| ticated taps, is on for a few minutes 
accompanied by the band. Miss Win- 
sor’s deft hoofing might achieve the 
sock inherent in the turn were she 
permitted better spotlighting. 

Gene Sheldon, deuced, is a dead- 
Introduced by 


was about to audition, comic’s hoke 
banjo solo, as well as his subsequent 





: Perce: ‘ |and Laeretta Fisher, 
Benny Ross and Maxine Stone, With the ubiquitous maestro’s neat | proves mildly amusing. 


| Local city council and a repre- 
|sentative of the governor gave Good- | 


interlude of gesticulating at audience 
his partner, 


|! man a royal reception on his arrival 
|here Sunday (21). This and sub- 
sequent spread in dailies should help. 
B.O. good at second show of second 
day. Don. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 
| (NEWSREELS) 
| This week’s clips are plenty win- 
itry, and consequently right in sea- 
son. Many of them are from over- 
| seas and include scenes in war-torn 
| Finland. Details of a Russian motor 
truck division taken by the Finns 
verify some of the press accounts of 
the fighting in the bitter cold. 
Most of the Finnish shots were 
cameraed by Arthur Menken, and 
}one short bit pictures war corre- 
| spondents with the defenders. Along 
| the roadside, where the captured lor- 
ries are seen, are several soldiers, 
described as Russians, lying in the 
| snow, probably frozen to death. Such 





‘and six girls, get over with harmony | clips were evidently passed by the 
|Singing. Nice looking group but lack | censor but could hardly be phoney. 
Five-act show of five headliners is | sock. C with a medley from Burning homes of the Finns are 
primarily for the American Can con- |“Babes in Arms’ and follow with ' shown, the explanation being that 
vention mob, which has bought out “Good Morning,’ ‘Summertime,’ and as the defenders fell back to draw 





house for last show Thursday (25). | ‘Old Man River.’ Parker ups the 
Layout generally gives the customers’ | Pace with a novelty number, ‘Soused 
their money’s worth. |on_the der.’ 

Borrah Minevitch’s MHarmonica|. Then Hildegarde Halliday, who 
Rascals continue to do the same | impersonates a dame with a bad cold 
tricks, but there is lacking the | well. Gal later returns for Parker’s 


in the Red Army, no places of Finn 
| Shelter remained. 

In addition, a somewhat extended 
explanatory set of scenes of the 
| western front and the Maginot Line 
}are displayed. Similar shots have 


needed showmanship to point up all |turn. Easily selling themselves are | been filmed before but there is still 


the comedy touches, a factor made | Barr and Estes, mixed comedy danc- 
particularly evident by Minevitch’s |ing team. Standard stuff is strong, 


allied defense lineup. Several scenes 








absence. All the comedy is now be- | With Barr especially clicko in his 
takeoff of a rider on a crowded 


ing handled by the runt, who has; 


developed a fine sense of pantomime | street car. 


and comedy mugging. He gets laughs, | 
but if Minevitch were around, it | 
would be so much better. He hasn't 


been with the boys in some time. | 


Parker takes over here and has the 


ence, Miss Halliday and a sawed-off 


Be certain amount of interest in the 
| 


|of Belgium and Hoiland, both now 
| well mobilized to defend an antici- 
pated Nazi invasion, are likewise in- 
c 


| luded along with those of the men 


payees eating out of his palm. Works | who watch the dikes, which are to 
with two stooges planted in the audi- | be opened in case of eventualities. 


Ski scenes,-both militaristic and 
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For the rest, they play the mouth- dead pan stooge. Timely crossfire | 
organs well enough and manage to patter and gagging between Parker and then as a change of pace there is 
deliver an all-around variety turn. |and the stooges bring belly laughs. something from Florida, with bathing 
Guy Robertson is doubling as m.c, |Comedy skit between Parker, the gal beauts in a contest. Lew Lehr makes 
in addition to his own straight vocal- and the deadpan is also a winner. _cracks about the girls and is nick- 
izing. He knows his way around,| Tip, Tap and Toe, colored tap trio, | named Sun Tan for the nonce. In 
handles his audience with class and | next, work hard atop an | another clip the Foxite is alluded to 
scores solidly in his brief singing |oval platform. They’re solid in chal-| as midget. Perhaps that defines 
routine of operetta and musical com- ony work and sell themselves to | what he thinks is a mustache. On 
edy tunes with which he has been | the hilt. — the sports end, the games in which 
identified. _In closing, Phil Regan neatly sells | the Rangers tied the winning streak 
Anita Louise might do better if she his vocal efforts. Ex-cop has a pleas- | record is shown and there are bits 
were up ahead in the lineup with |ing personality, easily ingratiates | of the football game on the Coast 
her harp playing. She makes a_/himself and has to beg off. Does 10) in which the Green Bay Packers 
sweetish appearance, and at the harp , numbers, Jack Carroll ably assisting | licked the All-Stars for the season's 
forms a pretty picture, but it is too |at the ivories. | farewell to the game. Some bob- 
quiet for a variety house. She has| At show caught Saturday night | sledding at Lake Placid, a freak con- 
be surrounded carefully with | (20) there were plenty of empty | test called tomato wrestling down in 
other acts so that a show can get the‘ seats. . Eck. |the cracker country and amateur 


otherwise, add to the winter setting, 


xing in Washington are briefly 
—_ A Hialeah race clip and a 
Bette Davis award win are treated 
sparingly also. Show was interrupt- 
ed early in the evening Friday (19) 
to announce the death in Washing- 
ton of Senator Borah. 

Newsreel bill is not notable unless 
the showing of the slain soldiers in 
Finland is so considered. Indicted 
Earl Browder and a reel of the 17 
men arrested in Brooklyn charged 
with a terroristic plot in the cause 
of the ‘Christian Front’ show little 
more than stills in the dailies. : 

Fox Movietone figures as tops this 
week in numbers with 19 clips, there 
| are 10 by Pathe and eight each from 


‘Paramount and Universal. Ibee. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Jan. 20. 
Flo Mayo, Three Samuels & Har- 
riet Hayes, Four Squires, Red Skel- 
ton with Edna Stillwell, Sixteen 
Roxyettes; ‘A Child Is Born’ (WB). 











This is straight vaude tied smoothly 
together by the line and swell m.c.- 
ing of Red Skelton, whose frequent 
appearances here over past three 
seasons are making him a _ local 
favorite. He gives impression of hav- 
ing unlimited material, most of his 
stuff being new over last visit. Best 
gag, however, is still his stunt of go- 
ing up center aisle and standing by 
ae to chat with customers as they 

ve, 


Bill opens with pit overture, 
snap arrangement of ‘The Little 
Red Fox,’ with nut vocal by trum- 


‘peter Jimmy Taylor. Show proper 


is launched with four linegirls 
warbling ‘Tinkle Song,’ travelers 
then opening on full stage and en- 


tire line, with different tone bells on 
ankles, waists and wrists, hoofing in- 
dividually and in sections to follow 
tune smartly. 


Linegal introduces Skelton, who 
bounces out for pertinent chatter 
about current bitter cold snap, cracks 
about folks trying to find seats and 
incidental impersonations of different 
types of ushers, all getting him in 
solid pronto. Nice plug by Skelton 
brings on Flo Mayo in long-sleeved, 
white chiffon pajamas as swinging 
bar is lowered to front center. She’s 
hoisted immediately and goes through 
succession of standard bar stuff, ef- 
fect doubled by fact that trapeze 
constantly swing from wings to 
wings slowly. She pauses to make 
explanation that she'll do ‘next trick 
the regular way and then in slow 
motion.’ Stunt carries her from sit- 
ting position to hanging by knees to 
reverse sitting position. Repeat, done 
so slowly as to accent even change of 
finger positions, is graceful, dramatic 
!and builds to terrific hand. Flash 
|finish is 10 one-arm twists a la Lillian 
Leitzel on single ring. Worki in 
| pajamas and high heels instead of 
conventional aerialist garb heightens 
effect smartly. 


Skelton out again to demonstrate 
| types of walkers and people at vari- 
ous stages of drunkenness. Tricking 
up explanation of next line number 
via ‘now when these old bags come 
out...’ gets a howl though it’s in bad 
taste, and he works in nice introduc- 
tion of Three Samuels and Harriet 
Hayes, whose specialty is worked 
into production number. Gals ap- 
pear in white satin pajamas and top 
hats for hot jumping session, eight 
of them remaining to back up Sam- 
uels, two men and a girl, in slick 
precision tapping highlighted by just 
enough gag mix-ups. Miss Hayes 
then takes it, dressed in blue chiffon, 
for smart rhythmic acrobatic bit. 
She and gals melt off on applause 
and other eight femmes reappear as 
sailors to set mood for two male 
Samuels in military uniforms and 
with toy guns, joined shortly by gal 
in similar garb for tricky taps. Miss 
Hayes, in same costume, is out for 
finish, clever quartet precision drill, 
| mixed with rhythmic slapstick, earn- 
| ing three solid bows. 

Skelton chatters about the new 
era in stagehands as two girls roll on 
small piano. He turns stage over to 
Four Squires. 





| begin by announcing ‘Eenie, Meenie, 
| Miney, Mo, we may stink but here 
we go,” and operate in same vein 
throughout. ‘Chicken Reel,’ with 
jitterbug clucking chorus,’ ‘Tahitian 
Chant,’ with tom-toms and native 
grunts, and ‘His Old Cornet,’ tale of 
hick with mail-order instrument, 
have house in uproar. Encore, 
lengthy pantomime of four guys 
watching an old William S. Hart sil- 
ent, is beautifully done, but building 
entire Scene around stench from a 
guy’s feet strikes most of house as 
unnecessary. 


Skelton’s specialty, done with Edna 
Stillwell, is more whirlwind impres- 
sions of anything and everybody, in- 
cluding various couples saying good- 
night and gents helping ladies over 
mud puddles, ‘Our chorus of 65— 
some are younger’ takes it next in 
red, white and blue drum major cos- 
tumes for stair dance, working in 
three sections and together for finish. 
Offering to show audience ‘how we 
put on a finale,’ Skelton hops into pit, 
yells instructions to line, calls acts 
out of wings for applause and orders 
curtains closed while he dashes to 
— of house to take up position at 
exit. 

Biz fair at show caught. 

Craig. 





Pianist, guitarist, | 
trumpeter and bespectacled goof bass | 


fiddler, all in brown business suits, | 
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APOLLO, N. Y. 


Erskine Hawkins Orch wi 
lores Brown, Jimmy Mitchelt ae 
Avery Parrish; Apus Brooks, Sandy 
Burns, George Wiltshire, Three Pep. 
pers, Velez & Marquita, Mardg 
Brown & Estralita Brooks; ‘The Wit- 
ness Vanishes’ (U). 








Brassiness of Erskine Hawkins’ 
crew to sway the jitterbugs, bright 
and screwy humor of the skits and 
the novel production add up to sur 
prisingly pleasing entertainment at 
the Apollo this session. That it is 
meeting with Harlem approval was 
evident from strong house when 
caught at the dinner show Opening 
a A sage 1 

Show’s curtain-parter is in 1j 
with the theatre’s continued stants 
to get something different. Clarence 
Robinson, producing this show, em- 
ploys a lobstersc to screen a com- 
patriotic subjec 
on a scrim while George Wiltshire 
does a patriotic recitation. It's ef. 
—e one > pee up by the 
girl line o na drum and 
Se h. vents 

inson doesn’t leave the th 
at that either, inserting Mards 
Brown into the number. Starting 
out twirling a drum-major baton in 
amateurish fashion, he quickly sur. 
prises with his facility with the 
chromium-plated staff. Elks’ con- 
vention parade could certainly use 


piled newsreel 


im. 

Three comics who are pretty much 
standard at the house follow. They 
are Wiltshire, the straight; Apus 
Brooks and Sandy Burns. Their stuff 
is silly, as usual, but its good-natured 
nonsensicality gets it over power- 
fully. A pip for laughs is a ] y 
blackout, with one of the trio play- 
ing a western bad man who beats up 
his wife only to be beaten in turn by 
a western bad gal. Audience booing 
| when he returns to the stage after 
being shellacked by the femme stops 
the proceedings. 

Three Peppers, trio well known to 
Lenox avenue, get a smash reception 
for their fingering of piano, guitar 
and bull fiddle. Lads’ vocalizing 
adds to the rhythmic prescription, 
with the toothy spotlight-catching 
grin and the handy fingerwork of the 
boy at the ivories especially out- 
standing. 

Adhering to an occasional prac- 
tice, the Apollo adds one ofay turn, 
Velez and Marquita, dance team. 
There's little percentage in it, the 
male being a total loss and the 
femme chiefly noteworthy for her 
close-to-earth body shakes. Estralita 
Brooks, tall, tan and shapely, makes 
a worthy foil for the comics and is 
used generally to add decor. 

Hawkins’ portion of the bill is 

lenty noisy. Vocalist Dolores 

wn exhibs some dulcet piping in 
‘Well, All Right’ and a_ hot blues. 
Jimmy Mitchell also takes to the 
mike, doubling from his sax spot. 
Only fairish with ‘You Can't Escape 
from Me.’ Avery Parrish’s work on 
the ivories is also tops. Herb. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Jay Mills Orch, Ruth Robbin, Nellie 
Arnaut & Bros., Two Zephyrs, Bar- 
en Lee Dixon, Jimmy Du- 
rante. 








When Schnozzola Durante begins 
to tear formality to tatters, the effect 
is likely to be catastrophic. He’s 
never yet demolished a theatre, but 
only a rash prognosticator would say 
he never will, With the same old 
routine, the roughhouse comic is top- 
ping the show at the Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, this week and the result 
is the usual pandemonium onstage 
and hysterical glee out front. 

As always, Durante’s act is as loud 
and obvious as his clothes. He hurls 
hats and insults at the band, keeps 
complaining that ‘everybody wants 
to get in the act,’ slams electric lamps 
and parts of the piano across the 
Stage, tosses a telephone into the 
wings, tells those hilariously corny 
jokes and rasps a couple of songs. 
He has the audience helpless with 
mirth a moment after his entrance 
and limp when they finally let him 
get off some 30 minutes later. And, 
as has undoubtedly been noted be- 
fore but may as well be again, he 
doesn’t have to use smut to get his 
laughs. It’s broad, loud, fast and 
furious comedy—and it’s clean. 

The rest of the show is all at least 
passable and some of it’s good, but it 
seems unimportant compared with 
Durante’s contribution. Lee Dixon 
(New Acts) is a proficient hoofer 
with so much confidence he arouses 
a certain amount of audience re- 
sistance. But he’s so determined to 
please and works so hard at it that 
presently he wears down the re- 
sistance to score a solid click. 

Nellie Arnaut and Bros. from 
years and years of vaudeville (they 
were once known as the_ three 
Arnauts), repeat their standard acro- 
batic violin playing and bird imita- 
tions, registering strongly as always. 
The Zephyrs, two colored boys with 
washboard music and_ crap-game 
pantomime, also ditto the successful 
vaude appearances they’ve been 
| making elsewhere in New York. Jay 
|Mills orchestra (Band Reviews), 
| playing its first date in the east, 
| handles the show satisfactorily, but 
| fails to make much impression on its 
own portions of the bill. Mills has & 
pleasant personality, but the outfit is 
merely average musically. Hobe. 
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CROWDS. .CROWDS..STORMING THE BOX-OFFICE 


FROM 9 A.M. ’TIL 1 O'CLOCK NEXT MORNING AND 
OFF TO RECORD WEEK AT THE GLOBE THEATRE! 


Alexander Korda 
Again Stirs The Enter- 
tainment World... 

































“Magnificent... absorbing and vivid.” 


—New York Daily News 


“Worth seeing because it is enorm- 
ously entertaining. How England de- 
fends itself is told vividly, excitingly.”” 

—World-Telesram 


“A tremendously interesting and ex- 
citing motion picture. The facts them- 
selves are wildly melodramatic. The 
German raid is a gripping and fearful 
sequence. The British raid over Kiel 
a suspenseful bit of film business.”, 


—New York Times 


“A fascinating film...brilliantly staged 
and staunchly performed. The most 
fascinating section describes the 
secret defense system. Spectacular 
scenes. Even those to whom the war 
seems very remote are likely to find 
it extremely interesting.” 


— Herald-Tribune 


“Interesting and well made. Lowell 
Thomas as narrator was expert touch.” 


— New York Sun 
“Every minute of it is absorbingly in- 
teresting.” —Daily Mirror 
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LOWELL THOMAS 


Narrator 
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Continued from page 5 


licity at the Warner studio under 
Charlie Einfeld. Reported here dur- 
ing the past week that Fizdale made 
his deal with Paramount after the 
company had sought to line up the 
Russell Birdwell agency or Steve 
Hannagan to handle ‘Cyclops’ out- 
side Par’s own pub-ad department. 








Both are said to have demanded too 
much money. 

Formerly from Chicago and re- | 
putedly a close friend of John Hertz, | 
a director of Paramount, Fizdale is ' 
reported to have made his final deal 
with Barney Balaban and associates 
in New York by way of the Hertz 
connection. Meantime Paramount 
higher-ups are said to have been dis- 
satisfied with the publicity and ex- 
ploitation results on various features 
lately, notably ‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ 
although the company’s p.a.s were 
up against severe drawbacks because 
of the natura] tendency of publicity- 
exploitation outlets to favor Walt 
Disney's ‘Pinocchio,’ which is due 
for release next month. 

Following the deal made with 
Fizdale by Paramount, which may 
mean a long-term contract to super- 
vise publicity-exploitation on all 
Par product in future—or at least the 
big pictures—another major distribu- 
tor has been approached, it is de- 
clared. The company is mentioned 
as being RKO. Another agency (not 
Fizdale) is said to have put in a 
feeler with this producing-distribut- 
ing organization to take publicity 
and exploitation out of the hands of 
the major’s own puff staffs. 

Some producers, notably those dis- 
tributing through United Artists, 
have their own publicity organiza- 
tions on the outside, but they work 
in close co-operation with the UA 
staff. 

Years ago all advertising was)| 
placed direct by majors, whereas now 
all of it is handled through agencies, 
Having a contract with the Buchanan 
agency in New York, Paramount re- 
cently shifted its entire force of 
artists into Buchanan at what is re- | 
ported to have been a saving. That | 
may ultimately happen to publicity. 

More recenily Par made a five-. 
year deal with National Screen un- 
der which this organization, orig- 
inally a  producer-distributor of 
trailers, will not only handle the! 
company’s trailers, but also its ac- 
cessories. The contract goes into ef- 
fect Feb. 1 and one of its conditions 
is thet National absorb Par’s whole 
ad sales department, headed by Don 
Velde, who has been in charge of 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 


PICTURES 








mais | FILM BOOKING CHART 





all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
reviews as given in VaRiETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


COPYRIGHT, 180, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 












































accessories from the home office for 
many years now. Absorption in- 
cludes the artists maintained at the 
h.o. by ad sales. 

Ultimately, with progress assert- 
edly well under way in that direc- 
tion, National expects to handle the 
accessories of all the majors through 
exchanges in all the key centers, a 
sufficient number of such exchanges 
to be opened for the storing and sale 
under one roof of the ad sales ma- 
terial of all distributors. 


"39 AMUSE. TAX BITE 
TOTALS $19,946,307 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Although the trend was no more 
sustained than a pendulum, the 10% 
admission bite brought the Federal 
Treasury more money in 1939 than 
for any year except 1937 since up- 
ping of the rates early in the decade. 
Total take was $19,946,307. 

Constant up and down in haul 
from amusements refiected the un- 
steadiness of the trade, but the in- 
creases were so much bigger than 
the declines that the register at the 
end of 12 months stood $284,977 
higher than at the 1938 finale. Total, 
however, was $1,009,720 behind the 
record-breaking year, 1937. 

December receipts, showing a 
marked falling off in turnstile click- 
ing during November, were dis- 
couraging, ending a series of rises 
which looked as if the industry had 
turned that corner. Payments of 
$1,974,534 were $203,110 smaller than 
in November, and $45,842 less than 
for December, 1938. The December, 
1939, total, although the second high- 
est during the entire year, was the 
smallest for the stanza in four years. 
Early Thanksgiving apparently was 
no boon to amusement proprietors. 











‘Zone’s Starring Trio 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Pat O'Brien gets third co-starring 
spot with George Raft and Ann 
Sheridan in ‘Torrid Zone,’ slated to 
go before the cameras late this 


month at Warners. 













































































William Keighley directs. 











Rev. in Var.—Keviewed in Variety Key to Type Abbreviations R. T.—Running Time 
M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical 
Sa = — 
WEEK Rev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R.T. 
RELEASE Var. 
11 /17/89 11/15 ANOTHER THIN MAN (M-G) RD M.Loy-W. Powell-C. A. Smith 101 
11/15 THE PHANTOM STRIKES (Mono) MW. Lawson-S. Hale 58 
RAIDERS OVER ENGLAND (Mono) D No Cast 
9/20 RULERS OF THE SEA (Par) D__OD=«. Fairbanks, Jr.-M. Lockwood 96 
11/22 TOWER OF LONDON (U) M __siOB. Rathbone-B. Karloff 92 
11/15 THE COVERED TRAILER (Rep) C J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 63 
10/18 MEET DR. CHRISTIAN (RKO) DJ. Hersholt-D. Lovett-P. Lee 63 
11/1 TOO BUSY TO WORK (20th) C J. Prouty-S,. Byington-K. Howell 64 
11/1 ON DRESS PAKADE (WB) M_scODead End Kids-J. Litel 62 
11 /24 /39 1/3 AMAZING MR. WILLIAMS (Col) CJ. Blondell-M. Douglas 86 
11/22 SECRET OF DR. KILDARE (M-G) D_sOL. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day 83 
12/20 ROLL, WAGONS, ROLL (Mono) Ws Tex Ritter 58 
11/8 OUR NEIGHBORS (Par) CD __sCWF~«.« Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe 83 
11/22 THAT'S RIGHT, YOU’RE WRONG (RK) MU _ K. Kyser-A. Menjou-E. E. Horton 91 
11/15 DAY-TIME WIFE (20th) CD iT. Power-L. Darnell-W. William 7i 
11/29 BIG GUY (U) D  V.McLagien-J. Cooper 78 
11/15 WE ARE NOT ALONE (WB) D_sOP.. Muni-J. Bryan-F. Robson 112 
12 /1 /39 12/6 A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT (M-G) CD Asz Sothern-W. Gargan-L. Stone 69 
1/10 CAFE HOSTESS (Col) CD CPP. Foster-A. Dvorak 65 
GENTLEMAN FROM ARIZONA (Mono) Ww iC, Reynolds-J. King 71 
1/10 YUKON FLIGHT (Mono) D_ dJ. Newill-L, Stanley-D. O’Brien 56 
12/6 COWBOYS FROM TEXAS (Rep). W_sR.« Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 57 
11/29 NIGHT OF NIGHTS (Par) CD _C+P. O’Brrien-O. Bradna-R. Young 85 
12/13 RENO (RKO) DR. Dix-G. Patrick-A. Louise 13 
11/22 CITY IN DARKNESS (20th) M _ ésS« Toler-L. Bari-R. Clarke 42 
10/25 INSP. HORNLEIGH ON HOLIDAY (20th) M_ 4G. Harker-A. Sim-L. Travers 90 
12/20 LAUGH IT OFF (U) C J. Downs-C. Moore 64 
11/29 RETURN OF DR. X (WB) MH. Bogart-J. Litel-R. Lane 60 
12 /$/39 11/15 FUGITIVE AT LARGE (Col) M J. Holt-P. Ellis 66 
10/11 TAMING OF THE WEST (Col) W Bill Elliott 54 
12/13 HENRY GOES ARIZONA (M-G) CD _sF. Morgan-V. Weidler-G. Kibbee 
LUCKY TEXAN (Mono) Ww John Wayne 
1/24. THE LLANO KID (Par) WT. Guizar-A. Dunn-A,. Mowbray 69 
TWO THOROUGHBREDS (RKO) DD 4J.Lydon-J. Kerrigan 
12/13 BARRICADE (20th) CD Alice Faye-W. Baxter-A. Treacher 70 
MAN FROM MONTREAL (U) D_ R.«. Arlen-A. Devine 
12/6 PRIVATE DETECTIVE (WB) M J. Wyman-D, Foran 57 
12/15/39 | 12/13 NICK CARTER, DETECTIVE (M-G) MW. Pidgeon-R. Johnson-H. Hull 
; WESTBOUND STAGE (Mono) Ww “Tex Ritter 
11/22 ALL WOMEN HAVE SECRETS (Par) RD J. Allen, Jr.-J. Cagney-V. Dale 59 
12/13 SOUTH OF THE BORDER (Rep) WG. Autry-S. Burnette-J, Storey 
12/20 THE HONEYMOON’S OVER (20th) D_ S.Erwin-M. Weaver-P. Knowles 69 
11/22 MISSING EVIDENCE (U) M sSs#é?P-«. Fostter-I. Hervey 64 
THE MAD EMPRESS (WB) D M. Novara-L. Atwill-C. Nagel 
12/22/39 12/13 JUDGE HARDY AND SON (M-G) CD iL. Stone-M. Rooney-C. Parker 88 
12/20. GULLIVER’S TRAVELS (Par) CD Cartoon 15 
1/3 MONEY TO BURN (Rep) CD J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 69 
12/20 HAPPENS AT NIGHT (20th) RD _ S. Henie-R. Milland-R. Cummings 76 
12/20 CHARLIE McCARTHY, DETECTIVE (U) M sé, Bergen-R. Cummings 718 
11/22 FOUR WIVES (WB) RD Lane-Sisters-G. Page-E. Albert 120 
1/10 SLIGHTLY HONORABLE (UA) CD_ Rz«. Terry-B. Crawford-E. Arnold 85 
12/29, 39 12/20 BALALAIKA (M-G) MU _CNN«y. Eddy-I. Massey-C. Ruggles 102 
11/29. GREAT VICTOR HERBERT (Par) MU M. Martin-A. Jones-W. Connolly B4 
12/13 THOU SHALT NOT KILL (Rep) DC. Bickford-O. Davis, Jr.-D. Day 64 
12/27 DAYS OF JESSE JAMES (Rep) Ws sR.z. Rogers-G. Hayes-D. Barry 63 
12/20 HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME (RKO) D_ C. Laughton-M. O’Hara 115 
11/29 CISCO KID AND LADY (20th) . RD C. Romero-M. Weaver-C. P. Martin 173 
12/6 DESTRY RIDES AGAIN (U) Ww  M. Dietrich-J. Stewart-M. Auer 90 
1/3 INVISIBLE STRIPES (WB) M_ 4G. Raft-J. Bryan 81 
12/20 RAFFLES (UA) CD OCD: Niven-A. de Havilland-D. Digges 70 
1/5/40 1/10 TWO-FISTED RANGERS (Col) W_seC. Starrett-I. Meredith 62 
1/3 THE EARL OF CHICAGO (M-G) C 8. Montgomery-E. Arnold-R. Owen 85 
EMERGENCY SQUAD (Par) RD  W. Henry-L. Campbell-R. Denning 60 
LEGION OF LAWLESS (RKO) Ww 4G. O’Brien-V. Vale 
12/27 SWANEE RIVER (20th) RD ODz«. Ameche-A. Leeds-A. Jolson 85 
HOW YOU CAN LOVE (U) CD T. Brown-P. Moran-B. J. Rhodes 
| 1/17 A CHILD IS BORN (WB) RD G. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn 15 
/1/12/40 1/10 MUSIC IN MY HEART (Col) MT. Martin-R. Hayworth-E, Fellows 69 
| 1/10 SHOP AROUND CORNER (M-G) CD Mz. Sullivan-J. Stewart-F, Morgan 97 
DANGER AHEAD (Mono) MJ. Newill 
THE SECRET FOUR (Mono) D_séOF. Lawton-H. Sinclair-A. Lee 
| 11/22 GERONIMO (Par) Ww P. Foster-E. Drew-A. Devine 89 
| 1/17 SANTA FE MARSHAL (Par) Ww WwW. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Hayes 66 
| 12/13 MEXICAN SPITFIRE (RKO) RD iL. Velez-D. Woods-L, Errol 67 
1/17 HEROES OF THE SADDLE (Rep) W R.Livingston-R.Hatton-P.L.Parsons 56 
1/24 CITY OF CHANCE (20th) M L. Bari-C. Aubrey Smith-D. Woods 56 
1/17 INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS (U) M _OV«z. Price-N. Grey-J. Sutton 81 
1/3 OF MICE AND MEN (UA) D B.Meredith-B.Field-L.Chaney, Jr. 104 
1/10 BROTHER RAT AND BABY (WB) Cc Sz. Sryan-P. Lane 87 
1/19/40 1/10 HIS GIRL FRIDAY (Col) CD C, Grant-R. Russell 92 
1/17 CONGO MAISIE (M-G) Cc A. Sothern-J. Carroli-R. Johnson 69 
1/17 THE FATAL HOUR (Mono) M Boris Karloff 67 
HIDDEN ENEMY (Mono) D W. Hull-K. Linaker 
1/10 REMEMBER THE NIGHT (Par) RD B.Stanwyck-F.MacMurray-B.Bondi 93 
MARRIED AND IN LOVE (RKO) RD_ A. Marshall-B. Read-P. Knowles 
1/17 HE MARRIED HIS WIFE (20th) Cc J. McCrea-N. Kelly-R. Young 82 
WEST OF CARSON CITY (U) Ww J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F., Knight 
REBECCA (UA) ML. Olivier-J. Fontaine-J. Anderson 
BRITISH INTELLIGENCE (WB) M _  M. Lindsay-B. Karloff 61 
1/26/40 1/24 LONE WOLF STRIKES (Col) MW. William-J. Perr 66 
LAMBETH WALK (M-G) CL, Lane-S. Gray-S. Hicks 
PIONEER DAYS (Mono) W Jack Randall 
1/24 WOLF OF NEW YORK (Rep) M_ E. Lowe-R. Hoart-J. Cowan 69 
SAINT’S DOUBLE TROUBLE (RKO) M_ G. Sanders-H. Whitney-J. Hale 
1/10 HIGH SCHOOL (20th) C J.Withers-L.Brown,Jr.-C.Edwards 14 
1/24 GREEN HELL (U) D_sOD.«. Fairbanks, Jr.-J. Bennett 87 
1/10 FIGHTING SIXTY-NINTH (WB) D_ 4J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 89 
2/2/40 CONVICTED WOMAN (Col) M  R Hudson-G. Ford-F. Inescort ey 
STRANGE CARGO (M-G) D J. Crawford-C, Gable-M. Douglas 
CHASING TROUBLE (Mono) D_ Frankie Darro 
PAROLE FIXER (Par) M_ W. Henry-V. Dale-R. Paige 
VILLAGE BARN DANCE (Rep) RD R. Cromwell-D. Day-G. Barbier 
THE MARINES FLY HIGH (RKO) DR. Dix-C. Morris-L, Ball 
1/17 MAN WHO WOULDN'T TALK (20th) ML, Nolan-J. Rogers-R. Clarke 712 
DANGER ON WHEELS (U) DR. Arlen-A. Devine 
- CALLING PHILO VANCE (WB) M_ J. Stephenson-M. Stevenson 
2 /9 /40 LITTLE PEPPERS AT HOME (Col) CE. Fellows-C. Kolb 
BROADWAY MELODY OF ’40 (M-G) MU _sF. Astaire-E. Powell-G. Murphy 
EAST SIDE KIDS (Mono) M Vince Barnett 
12/27 LIGHT THAT FAILED (Par) DR. Colman-J. Huston 
VIGIL IN THE NIGHT (RKO) D  C.Lombard-B. Aherne-A. Shirley 
LITTLE OLD NEW YORK (20th) RD A. Faye-F. MacMurray-R. Greene 
MY LITTLE CHICKADEE (U) C Mz. West-W. C, Fields 
CASTLE ON THE HUDSON (WB) RD J. Garfield-A, Sheridan-P. O’Brien. 
2/16/40 MAN FROM DAKOTA (M-G) RD W. Beery-D. Del Rio-J. Howard 
/36, MURDER ON THE YUKON (Mono) M James Newill 
1/24 SIDEWALKS OF LONDON (Par) D C. Laughton-V. Leigh ; 84 
SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON (RKO) D T. Mitchell-E, Best-F. Bartholomew 
YOUNG AS YOU FEEL (20th) C J. Prouty-S. Byington-J. Valerie 
— HONEYMOON DEFERRED (U) DE. Lowe-M. Lindsay-E. Risdon 
/ GRANNY GET YOUR GUN (WB) CD M. Robson-H, Davenport 55 
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public, Glenn Fast, Michael Alex. 
ander, Hilda Heman; Selznick-In. 
ternational, Coline Traxler; Walter 
Wanger, Elsie Childs; Samuel. Gold. 
wyn, Ed Mannix, Frank Egan, Frank 
Capra, Chester Sticht; Hal Roach, 
Helen Jacobs. 

Studio Carpenters Local 946 has 
amended its by-laws to prohibit 
members from driving their own 
cars to location spots. This action 
was taken to aid Studio Transporta. 
tion Drivers Local 399, which is in. 
sisting its members be employed to 
drive all cars used on location. 

The Society of Motion Picture Art- 
ists and Illustrators is drafting a con- 
tract proposal calling for a Guild 
shop, minimum wage scales and im. 
proved working conditions. George 
E. Bodle has been retained as attor- 
ney for group. 

A special meeting of the board of 
directors of the Society of Motion 
Picture Film Editors has been called 
for Thursday night (25) to discuss 
the failure of producers to act on the 
Society’s request for a flat 10% pay 
tilt. 

Press Agents’ Pact Ready 

The proposed agreement between 
major film companies and the Screen 
Publicists Guild has finally been 
completed by producer attorneys and 
turned over to the SPG for ap- 
proval. The pact calls for a mini- 
mum wage guarantee of $100 week 
for senior P.A.s. 

Los Angeles police have been 
asked to aid in the search for R. L. 
Hayward, business representative of 
Moving Picture Operators Local 150 
of International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employes. He has been 
missing about 10 days. Officials of 
the IATSE stated funds of the union 
are intact, but admitted there had 
been reports that Hayward had been 
contacting outside operators and 
selling them work ermits without 
making a report to the union. Hay- 
ward only recently was re-elected 
for a seventh term. 

Marek Windheim has been elected 
executive committee chairman of the 
Coast branch of the American Guild 
of Musical Artists. Andre de Segu- 
rola takes over the office of first 
vice-chairman, with Richard Hage- 
man serving as second vice-chair- 
man. Others elected to the execu- 
tive committee are Mario Chamlee, 
Radiana Pazmor, Alex Steinert, Wil- 
helm von Wymental, Olive Arnold 
and Frank Forest. 

Mass meeting of Los Angeles Chap- 
ter of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists has been set for Mon- 
day (29). A nominating committee 
will be appointed to select a list of 
candidates for AGVA offices. New 
constitution also will be submitted to 
the membership. 

The Building Service Employes 
Union has filed a complaint with the 
National Labor Relations Board, 
charging that major film companies 
have refused to negotiate with them. 
Joseph Gould, NLRB field examiner, 
stated NLRB probably would order 
an election of workers to select a 
bargaining representative unless 
company representatives agreed to 
talk with the producers. Union rep- 
resentatives claim the service work- 
ers were entitled to 10% wage tilt at 
the same time other American Fed- 
eration of Labor unions were given 
an increase. 

IA’s 10% Raise Uncertain 

Mixed earning statements’ by 

major studios for the final quarter 
of 1939 leave up in the air the ques- 
tion of whether the Hollywood craft 
unions will. retain after Feb. 15 the 
10% wage rise they won shortly 
before the end of the year, it was 
disclosed in New York last week by 
Joseph M. Schenck, 20th-Fox chief- 
tain and prez of the Producers’ As- 
sociation, which negotiated the union 
agreement. 
According to the pact by which e@ 
threatened IATSE general strike 
was called off, Schenck said reten- 
tion of the 10% depends on the 
studios showing reasonable earnings 
for the final quarter of the year. 
It was not stated whether profits 
by one company counteract losses 
by another, so that the whole indus- 
try must be equally affected, or 
whether the increase can be levied 
on one studio and not on another. 
Decision, Schenck: said, would be 
up to the arbiters named by both 
sides before the Feb. 15 confab on 
the wage rise. 


Couldn’t Wait 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
‘All This and Heaven, Too’ got the 

















gun at Warners yesterday (Mon.), 
one week ahead of the original 
schedule. 


Picture co-stars Bette Davis and 





Charles Boyer. 
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CITY OF CHANCE 








efforts to tip off the police, keep 
things moving at a swift pace. 

Scripters have the femme news 
writer win thousands at the gaming 
tables, fall in love with her fo:mer 
sweetheart from Texas (operator of 
the swank joint) and .by chance 
eventually win him away from his 
racket and into marriage. It's just 
by chance that he ducks in time to 
avoid an cnemy gambler’s gun slugs, 
disposes cf his casino seconds be- 
fore the cops raid it and escapes a 
loaded dice plent because the girl 
from Texas overhears a conversa- 
tion. 

It takes the superb trouping of C. | 
Aubrey Smith, in the role of ‘the 
judge’ to tie in all the loose threads 
and sustain proper suspense. The 
vet Britisher is at his best. Lynn 
Bari forwards her chances for s.av- 
dom by a likeable portrayal of the | 
scribe. Donald Woods, as Steve 
Walker, surpasses innumerable of h’‘s 
recent efiorts, while Amanda Du’, 
as the socialite worried by a b'°ck- 
mailing attempt, makes some? in’ 
of a su»porting role. Lesser roles 
which siandout are plaved by June 
Gale, Rich*rd Lane. George Dou- 
glass and Edward Marr. 

Norman Colbert has cut the film 
expertly while John Larkin and 
Barry Trivers, who wrote this as a 
screen oricinal, have dished uy some 
telling dialog. Wear, 


GREEN HELL 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Universal release of Harry Edington pro- | 
duction. Stars Dougias Fairbanks, Ji., 
Joan Bennett. Fentures George Sanders, 
Alan Hale, George Bancroft, Vincent Price, 
Gene Garrick. Directed by James Whale. 


Original story and screenplay by Frances 
Marion: camera, Karl Freund; film editor, 
Ted Kent. ¢Previewed at Pantages, Jan. | 
16, °40. Running time, 87 MINS, 
Keith Brendon..... Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. | 
Stephanie Richaruson........ ozn Bennett | 
Se er eer John Howard | 
eer eee: George Sanders | 
NEN oi5'6:5:5 50 0:0 60.660 bea ol Alna Hale | 
*Tex’ Morvan. ............George Bancroft 
David Richardson......cccse. Vincent Price 
SNE 5 GAG 0 wig. e asco Relewee Gene Garrick | 
EN iG 6thew shes 256504 Francis MeDonnald 
EM a Sigs sa-nige¥.b-6e ha nklmaleen ed Rav Mala 
SNE kn oh oh sbi 5's Soe eh aca Peter Bronte 
mera Lupita Tevar 





Although ‘Green Hell’ is rather ob- 
vious melodrama for the customers 
in key runs, it’s sufficiently adven- 
turous and rousing in melodramatic 
content to satisfy in the subsequent 
houses. | Picture, with broad hoke 
predominent, will carry through the 
key houses for nominal biz entirely 
on the power of the cast names. 


Frances Marion’s original screen- | 
‘ries being turned out by Columbia is 


play is old-fashioned in both setup 


inten 


| Louis 





rom page 14 





ago. 


action and dialo é 
believable. Under the basic story 
handicap, the cast does fairly well 
with the material provided. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., heads an 
all-male expedition into the interior 
to uncover the Inca treasure, Af-cr 
Vincent Price is killed, native guide 
Francis McDonald comes back from 
the base town with supplies and 
Joan Bennett, Price’s wife. Presence 
of girl in the camp generates jeal- 
ousics and bickerings, and after Fair- 


‘banks has fallen for her and then 


determines to send her back, the 
neighboring. savages attack. It's a 


' typical cowboy-and-Indian affair a 


la stockade stand but, when the last 
ammunition is used, the miraculous 
appearance of friendly natives saves 
the band from savage torture. 

The straightforward narrative ad- 
venture of the early part maintains 
interest, but when Miss Bennett ar- 
rives in the camp both action and 
dialog gets tangled in an unsolvable 
riddle. The excellent cast 


iterchange of the string provides 


| 


'the suave and personable reformed 


, heiress. while Alan Baxter and As- 


| 


|and dialog; reminiscent of the 10- ment to assist a friend in regaining 
20-30 melodramas of three decades |g string of pearls stolen by slick op- 
It's a wild tale of seekers of erators, William plays his usual lone 
Inca ruins and treasure in the South | hand in going through a series of ad- 
American jungle with most of the ventures to get possession of the 
synthetic and un- gems, although his plans are continu- 


‘Perry, whose father had been killed 
|originally. Switch of the originals 


PICTURES 


| one of the best of the group. Its con- 
tent of suspense and suave detecting 
| will provide adequate program en- 
| tertainment for the secondary audi- 
ences, 

Warren William, as the former 
slick criminal, comes out of retire- 


ally upset by intrusions -of Joan 


and the imitations in rapid-fire in- 


much of the excitement, but William 
finally not only regains possession of 
the originals, but also conveniently 
hands over the culprits to,the law. 
Warren William grooves neatly as 


crook. Joan Perry is adequate as the 


trid Ailwyn provide strong support 
2s the gem-thefting team. Eric Blore 





is a butler, and Montagu Love por- 
trays the fence who buys up hot mer- 


' chendise. 


never | 


quite overcomes the dialog. 
Fairbanks and Miss Bennett are! 


/ co-starred, with featured group in- 


cluding George Sanders, Alan Hele, 
George Bancroft, Vincent Price, 
Gene Garrick and John Howard, 
James Whale’s direction is spotty, al- 
though he does struggle to build up 
a semblance of suspense on the ad- 


| venture side. 


Productionally, ‘Green Hell’ is of 
top calibre, with fine settings of the 


' 


tropical jungle and the Inca temple. | 


; Camera work by Karl Freund is ex- 


cellent. 





The Lone Wolf Strikes 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 


Columbia release of Fred Kohlmar pro- 
duction. Stars Warren William. Features 
Allwyn, Montagu Love, Robert Wilcox, Di- 
rected by Sidney Salkow, Screenplay 
Harry Segall and Albert Duffy; story by 
Dalton Trumbo. Eased upon a work by 
Joseph Vance. Camera, IlIenry 
Freulich; film editor, Al Clark. Previewed 


at Pantages, Jan. 17, '40. Running time, 
66 MINS, 

Michael Lanyard........¢. Warren William 
TIOTID DOCU s 6:05 0000.0 ctecbseens Joan Perry 
PRUE 6586 ob 0k00s F4eesaeneRes Eric Wiore 
J OGG cae csiscicccvescotnegeare Alan Baxter 
Binnie Weldon. .crcccccvesseesd Astrid Allwyn 
RS er Montagu Love 
Ralph Bolton. occ. scceces Robert W. Wilcox 
CONTOF ccccccvccestrcvcessvccece Don Beddoe 
DICKONDs 6.500060 et ocecseus Fred A, Kelsey 
BIABIOY TOURB ec anicccseccied Addison Richards 
PRIMip Jordan. ccovecessccvesecs Roy Gordon 
ATHOrts. cccses SNCS SC eKE RS Harland Tucker 
| ee rere errr Peter Lynn 





Latest entry in the Lone Wolf se- 
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- 


Jan, <At Central, N. Y¥., dual, week of Jan. iittala 

1S, HHO, Rupeine time, 68 MINS, . 

ee OR MA. cleeageoe Tito Gutzar| Varsity, Lincoln, Dates Wreckers 
yous RORVONEs 615.4540 e Nanna \lan Mowbray Lincoln, Jan, 23. 
RR. TIBVAUSs i556 inc eaene Giale Sondergaard . . . : 
RIN ook: Chess ends o odbees ee dane Clayton Varsity and Colonial, in path of 
anne TOPORN sc 0 0ecsceees eoeee- Emma Dunn 

Sheriff? Meclfuane....cccccccs +» Miner Watso . 

Dissipated Mex!an...cccccece Mar ry Worth been appraised, one for complete de- 
Oe a es Anna Demetrio | struction, and the other for con- 
lt Oe Peer ee ea ree Chris Mertin | 

FOO PE 050% pce sceaaee Curios 20 Vales (ee cman: 
PROHOGPSON » 1.5 0:04.60 5006005000 Glenn Strang eee 
Paik ieeareeceeecte Tony ous Lowe, the criminal lawyer turned | 
| \district attorney, his eventual 
| nemesIs. 


| Joan Perry, Eric Blore, Alan Baxter, Astrid | 


by | 


Sidney Salkow directed on a 
straight line and at a speedy pace | 
from) above-averaze script by Harry 
Segall and*Albevt Duffy. Production | 
cettings are okay for a moderate. 
budgeter of this calibre. 


' 
i 
| 





THE LLANO KID | 


Porameunt release of ilorry Sherman ; 
production, Stars Tho Culger: features | 
Gole Sonder ri, Alan) Mowbray, Jane 






Clayton, 
Screenplay 
story by O 


Directed by Edward V. Venturini. | 
t “wanda Tuchock; based on 
Ilenry, Camera, Russell Hare | 





Badly conceived as a vehicle for 
Tito Guizar, this film will find a 
hard road ahead, even with the 
Latin-American audiences at which | 
Paramount primarily aims the se-| 
ries starring him. It seems one of | 
Hollywood's unexplainable quirks 
that the studio takes a star whose 
name was built on his vocal abilit 





, and puts him into a film in whic 








GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


While these engagements are limited, 
GWT W will not be shown except at 
advanced prices... at least until 1941. 

















ASTOR Daily 2:15, 8:18. Prices: 

B'wayA4Sth MATINEES (Exe. Sat., 

AllSeats Sun., Hol.) 75e te $1.10. 

Reserved EVENINGS $1.10 — $2.20. 
e 


PIT Come in at any time and see an 
os sn entire show. Last presentation 
y starts at 9 P. M. PRICES: Before 
Doors Open 5 P.M. ; 
Hol.) Orch, @ Bal. 
$1.10, After6 P.M. (3 P.M. Sat., 
Sun. & Hol.) Orch, & Bal, $1.10; 
Loges $1.65. All Pricesincludetax 








Jan, 25th 


Marlene Dietrich 
James Stewart 
“DESTRY 
RIDES AGALN" 


Last Times Wed. 

“The AMAZING 

WR, WILLTAMS" 
Louls Sobol 
Joe E, Lewis 


In Person 
Benny FIELDS 
dihers 





city MUSIC HALL | 
“SHOP AROUND 
THE CORNER” 


Speciacular Stage Productions 














} cvcalre 








Starts Friday, Jan. 26th 
Pat O’BRIEN ® Geo. BRENT 
James CAGNEY in 


“The Fighting 69th” 


PAUL WHITEMAN & ORCH. 
STRAND 


B’way 
& 4%th St. 








he is given no opportunity to ex-| 
hibit his forte. ‘The Llano Kid’ not 
only wastes the singer, but may re- | 
tard his marquee value in future 
product. 

Story is adapted from one of the 


best known by O. Henry, ‘A Double | 
Dyed Deceiver.” For Hollywood | 
purposes it has been switched 


around so that the author’s usual 
surprise ending is eliminated and 
the romancing bandit marries the | 
gal who is obvious to become his | 
from the start. 

Guizar, as ‘The Llano Kid,’ robs | 
a stagecoach and in the process | 
kisses Gale Sondergaard, who thus 
becomes the only person to see him 
without his mask. He is arrested on 
curn'cion later, but Miss Sonder- 


rofuses ty identify him. For | Johnny 
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Herbel Vice Callaway As WB's Coast 


Mor.; Other Theatre-Exchange News 





A bunch of shifts, involving pro- 
motions as well as a demotion, went 
into effect Monday (22) in Warner 
Bros. be 

W. E. Callaway, long with Warner 
Bros. and formerly a sales executive 
in First National, has been moved 
down from the post of West Coast 
division manager to head the Los 
Angeles branch, succeeding Jack 
Brower. 

Callaway’s district on the Coast has 
been taken over by Henry Herbel, a 
promotion from his middle western 
district. Rud Rlohrenz, head of the 
so-called prairie district, with head- 
quarters in Kansas City, takes over 
Herbel’s zone, while James Winn, 
Kansas City exchange manager, 
succeeds over the prairie district. 

Another shift is the appointment 
of O. W. Williamson, Jr., branch 
manarer at Memphis, to the Kansas 
City office, while Homer Hisey, San 
Francisco salesman, takes over at 
Memphis. 

Changes followed a brief visit in 
the field by Grad Sears and a Coast 
trip by Ben Kalmenson, western di- 
vision manager. 





Rose Hobart deserves a_ beiter 
fate. She’s an enterprising actress 
normally, but this pic doesn't afford 
her much chance beyond gracing it 
with looks and handling a compara- 
tively insignificant part well. 


A factor in the plot is the State's 


execution of an innocent prisoner 
convicted of having slain the police 
inspector (Charles D. Brown). Lowe 
is the prisoner’s attorney, who, 
through the slaying of an all-impor- 
tant witness, is unable to save the 


lad from paying the extreme pen- | 


alty. The witness’ killing forms a 
particularly weak link in the story, 
the scripters dismissing it perfunc- 
torily, though it suggests consider- 
able importance. 

The featured trio do well enough, 
as does the support, headed by Wil- 
liam Demarest and Jerome Cowan. 
Some of the dialog, however, though 
designed for comedy, falters badly. 


Chip of the Flying U 


(With Songs) 
production and release. 
Mack Brown; features 


Universal Stars 


Fuzzy 


this favor he becomes a partner with | Knisht, Bob Baker, Doris Weston, Forrest 


her and Alan Mowbray in a plot to 
the riches from an old Mexican 























"THE GRAPES 
OF WRATH" 


UNITED 
Artists RIVOLI 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M, 


Broadway) 
at 49th Si. 
MIDNITE SHOWS 





is a few bars of a song in the Ca- 
lypso manner of inventing rhymes 
to fit the occasion. He is satisfac- 
tory enough in the straight role he 
is handed which can hardly be said 
for other members of the cast. Miss 
Sondergaard is overanxious, while 
Mowbray’s_ sinisterness’ is hardly 
convincing. The’ innocent little 
femme whom Guizar marries is Jane 
Clayton. Garbed in the mantilla of 
a Mexican senorita. she frequently 
slips into a Kansas corn country 
twang. Emma Dunn, as the matri- 
arch and Miner Watson, as the sher- 
iff. also fail to make much of their 
roles, Herb. 


| Cuamennmnenineneee 
'WOLF OF NEW YORK 


Republic relense of Robert North produc. 
tion, Fentures Edmund Lowe, Rose Hobart, 
James Stephenson, Directed by William 
MeGann, Screenplay, Gordon Kahn and 
Lionel Houser; story by Leslie T. White 
and Arnold Belgard; camera, Regeie Lan- 

















HELD OVER 


“REMEMBER | Bert Wheeler 


4 Ink Spots 


| THE NIGHT” | Bob Chester 


and Orch, 


PARAMOUNT 


A Paramount Picture ! 





TIMES 
SQUARE 





Taylor, “Texas Rangers.’ Directed by Ralph 
Staub, Screenplay by Larry Rhine and 
Andrew Bennison; story by B. M. Bower; 









woman, whose son disappeared and | camera, William Sickner. At Pix, N. Y., 
in whose place the plotters sub | hg Jan, 20, ‘40. Running time, 
Guizar. Miss Sondergaard almost | 55 MINS. oD laced 
: P | Chin’ Bennett........ Johnny Mack Rrown 
ruins the conspiracy by falling for | «busty... Bob Baker 
the banditto, but he spurns her, | ‘weary’ a ee Pik chhineeneks Fuzzy Knight 
turns pure, becomes a good son to Margaret We MILINIONO. 6 6s caeces J Joris Weston 
the old woman, whose real son he hy hitmor: sie bienitdy it mn ae 
discovers he murdered, and marries | jfennessey. 2.2272. nat tackeit 
the adopted daughter of the woman, | \ilson........... .Henry Hall 
as she wishes, Miss Robinson... 5 aire Whitnes 
Guizar's only musical contribution | Wher... -..seseseeeeeeeene. roo yee! de 
BOT ene cose cose rses eoocecss GeCl Ve@llopg 


Johnny Mack Brown, Bob Baker, | 





land funster Fuzzy Knight, with the 
‘in for extra measure creates 
lnotch entertainment for devotees of 
prairie mellers. 

‘Chip of the Flying U’ is the none 
00 original fable of the robust fore- 
man who’s misjudged by a 

ranch owner and blamed for the vil- 
lainies of the bank robbers. Only 
| here, these bank bandits are vaguely 
hooked up with a bunch of foreign 
munitions runners (their chief is 
| Supposed to speak stilted English, but 
;Only manages to appear awkward). 


There’s the payroll snatch, the 
shooting of the bank president, the 
|chase and then a couple of new 


wrinkles as the cowboys lay siege to 
the cabin where ammunition is 
stored Fadeout is more effectual 
than usual, possibly due to the mu- 
sical setting. 





; ning; editor, Ernest Nims: musical di- P 
rector, Cy Feuer, Previewed tn Projection Johnny Mack Brown is a natural 
| aoe, we ¥., Jan, 18, 40, Running time;|as the hell-bent-for-leather horse- 
aN Fie man. He has a couple of fist fights in 
*hris Fawlkner...ccceccecees a Low fa Stites os 
|RSS gu deeelntanshane Fitowe Hobart (Mis film that match his riding pro- 
| Hiram Rogers. ...seeeeees James Stephenson ‘ficiency, Baker is handed a subordi- 
Congrave, ». Foes ho sesaden oy Jerome Cowan /nate role, but this doesn't keep him 
vt MMMNIB. cece nvees eooee Wiliam emarest | ; j . MIC . } 
Frankie Mason...... eveess Maurice Murphy | rom singing a couple of ty pical neato 
Constable Nolan. cceses sees Chas, D, Brown | oy ballads. Fuzzy Knight, as Br so 
BoE Cee ceuewsn Kdward Gargan ‘pal, grabs plenty of laughs and chips 
| Senene Terr crrrer eovced A wd ss san ba with a piano-playing, song spe- 
Gladys. yieiiie LulisieesseseeAnn Baldwin ¢alty. Doris Weston, as the new ranch 
| Governor... v.cesees pakavisees es Roy Gordon ,OWner, appears suited for this type 


Questionable story materia) mill- 
tates against ‘Wolf of New York’ 
| Mild diversion for those myopic to 
stereotyped yarns. 

The plot is built around the ‘wolf’ 
in sheep's clothing and his ultimate 
denouement as the brains behind a 
crooked bond-selling ring. James 
Stephenson handles this role as wel] 
as can be expected, with Edmund 


|Of western role, though the camera 
| 4s unflattering several times. For- 
'rest Taylor, Anthony Warde and 
| Sener Hall head the support. 

| “The Texas Rangers,’ combo of four 
instrumentalists and four singers, 
help to tide over a counle of o‘her- 
wise dull moments. Act is from 
Radio Station KMBC, Kans*s City, 
and owned by Arthur Church, 


Wear. 


| ‘Texas Rangers’’ musical didos tossed | 
top- | 


lady | 


struction of a wall to replace the 
present one, which will be ripped 
out. Varsity, operated by L. L. Dent 
Allied Nebraska Theaters, Inc., and 
owned by Jennie R. and Frank Kim. 
ball, has been appraised at $58,000, 
The 1,100-seater will be completely 
torn down. Wall which must go up 
for the Julian Buck-owned Colonial 
(George O. Monroe operated) is es- 
timated at $6,685. 


Wally Johnson, manager of the Fil- 
Mor, Exeter, Neb., is Closing the 
house Feb 1 for two months. Busi- 
ness has been way off. 


Alvin Hendricks, former assistant 
to gm. Howard Federer, Nebraska 
| Theaters, Inc., after six months out, 
|is back on the job. 


Lincoln, the re-conditioned 1,500- 
seater, belonging to J. H. Cooper, 
| opened Friday (19), after $20,000 had 
|been spent in an interior re-trim, 
‘Harvey Traylor is manager. Spot 
‘had been shuttered since mid-De- 
cember. 








New N. Y. House Goes Duals 

Pix theatre, Harry Brandt opera- 
tion on 42nd street, New York, 
/ Which has been open only about a 
| month, already has gone in for a 
, double feature policy. Co-incident 


'planned strect opening here, have | with two pictures which were on the 


|program starting last Saturday, the 
|; house also materialy trimmed its 
Seale, 


Pix originally opened with a for- 
| @ign-language film policy. 
' switched to first-run American pic- 
,tures. House is using first-runs, too, 
for its dual setup. 





Columbus, Jan, 23. 


The nabe Hollywood theatre went 
dark Saturday (20). Ralph Reisinger, 
| who operated the house under lease, 

is retiring temporarily, though it is 

, understood he plans to build a new 
ee house in the same neighbor- 
hood, 


| Myer Rothstein, owner of the East 
;Columbus theatre, will reopen the 
| house within two weeks. This will 

mark his first venture into the oper- 
| ating field, house having been leased 
| On previous occasions, 


| One House Closes, One Opens 
| 





Schwartz Re-Elected in Cleve. 
Cleveland, Jan, 23. 

Ernest Schwartz again was re- 
elected prexy of Cleveland Motion 
| Pictures Exhibitors’ Assn. Thursday 
| (18), making the seventh time he has 
‘held the office, A. E. Ptak was 
; elected v.p. for fourth term by ex- 
hibs, who voted in G. W. Erdman as 
secretary for 14th term and L. S. 

Baldwin as treasurer. 

Don Reilly, after spending only 
| one month in Warner advertising de- 
| partment, was made assistant man- 
| ager of Hippodrome last week. Suc- 
; ceeds Norman Wheaton, who re- 
/signed. Tony Lurie, former assistant 

at WB nabe Variety, transferred to 
Warner ad dept. 





Philly Chatter 


Philadelphia, Jan. 23. 

Warner Brothers Theatre Manage- 
ment is asking for revised bids for 
, the rebuilding of the Astor in North 
Philly. John Eberson, New York 
architect, made the plans. 

The New Congress, Marcus Hook, 
formerly’ the Spielmont, opened yes- 
terday (Monday). Owner is Mel 
Koff. : 

Grand National exchange here 1s 
shuttered. Herb Givens, manager, 
and Charles Donahue, booker, tem- 
|porarily esconced at the offices of 
| Clark Film Distributors. 
| The Capitol, Summit Hill, re- 
,opened after extensive renovations. 
| Executive Board of Film Exchange 
Employees Union will hold its first 
| meeting Friday (26). 

Indie exhibitors raised more than 
$2,000 for the Southern Home_ for 
Destitute Children through collec- 
| tion boxes placed in their lobbies. 





Austin Mgrs. Move Around 


San Antonio, Jan. 23. 
Interstate Circuit has made 
{changes in staffs of its houses in 
| Austin. 

The past week has seen Jesse Mel- 

|inger. manager of the Texas, shifted 
‘to the same post at the Varsity; 
Mose Macow, from manager of. the 
| Queen to the State; Gerald Raines, 
assistant skipper of the State to man- 
|}ager of the Texas: Charles Root was 
shifted from the Varsity to the 
Queen as manager. 





H 
| 


| 


Abrams’ Sales Tour 
Leo Abrams, short subjects sales 
chief for Universal, started on a 
swine through the middle west and 
to the Coast last week. 
He will visit the studios on, the 
. )! 


Coast before returning to N. 
nbout three weeks. 


Then, 
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LONDON PRESS ACCLAIMS! | 


“THE STARS | 


A. J. CRONIN’S POPULAR NOVEL 


SUNDAY TIMES—'I place it far above The 
Citadel.” 


EVENING NEWS—"“Hollywood could not have 
done so honest and accurate study. I do not 
recall being so gripped by a film sequence 
since D. W. Griffith. ‘Stars Look Down’ is a 
grand film.” 


LONDON STAR—'Stars Look Down’ sends up 
our film stock. A British picture to evoke 
pride and admiration. Is a triumph, and witl 
be one of the outstanding pictures of the year, 
not a note of false sentiment in the picture.” 


EVENING STANDARD—"Out of depths comes 
a fine British film. As a film, it has not one false 
touch. It is great. Full of good characters.” 


NEWS CHRONICLE — “Cronin’s novel makes 
great screen drama with real people in real 
situations and an atmosphere which breathes 
realism from beginning to end.” 


SUNDAY DISPATCH — “One of the best pic- 
tures in British film history.” 


‘LOOK DOWN” 


AN ADAPTATION OF 


OF THE SAME NAME 


DAILY MAIL (Seton Margrave)—"‘I was one 
of the rash people who said Cronin’s novel 
could not be filmed. I was wrong. It has 
been and done very well. The climax is the 
most realistic representation of pit disaster 
ever seen or even attempted in films. Make 
no mistake about it, this is a great picture and 
is the kind of picture that British film producers 
must turn out if they are to make impression 
on the film world. It gets four very glowing 
stars from me.” 


DAILY MIRROR—"Most vivid spectacle ever 
seen in a British film. Unequalled. Really 
first-class piece of screencraft and gripping 
entertainment.” 


DAILY TELEGRAPH—"Triumph of ‘Stars Look 
Down’ finest Britisn film. Not a single false 
touch to mar its exciting realism. Atmosphere 
perfect.” 


DAILY HERALD — “Triumph of ‘Stars Look 
Down.’ Pleasure to hail such a magnificent 
film. Superb acting. It is imaginative, forc- 
ible and deeply moving throughout. Millions 
will see it.” 


DAILY SKETCH—"!I salute this company for 
turning out this grand British film.” 


SUNDAY CHRONICLE — "An outstandingly 
good film.” 


DAILY EXPRESS (Paul Holt) — “Best home- 


made British film since ‘Four Feathers’.” 


SUNDAY OBSERVER—"Unforgettable and in- 
escapable and I congratulate everyone.” 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL — “In my opinion it is 
finest film ever to have come out of a British 
studio.” 


SUNDAY GRAPHIC—"Prophecy this one of the 


best films of year.” 


SUNDAY EXPRESS—"I should like to make 
every woman, every schoolboy and every 
schoolgirl in this country see it, whether they 
wanted to or not. This film is hundred per- 
cent.” 





Produced by I. GOLDSMITH 


WITH 


MICHAEL REDGRAVE, MARGARET LOCKWOOD, 


AND A LARGE CAST 


Directed by CAROL REED 


EMLYN WILLIAMS 
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TRANSCONTINENTAL SEQUEL IS ‘MYSTERY’ 
TELEGRAM FROM WORLD TRANSCRIPTION 








Blackett-Sample-Hummert Business May Go Via 
Platters — Jack Adams to Florida on Doctor’s 





Orders + 


World Broadcasting System has 
undertaken to salvage the $3,000,000 
worth of business that the Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agency had made 
tentatively available to the proposed 
new cross-country network, the 
Tr-ascontinental Broadcasting Sys- 
tem. In a circular telegram which 
was shrouded in mystery as _ to 
agency and sponsors, WBS. last 
weekend called upon over 100 sta- 
tions to submit a flat rate for two or 
three hours of afternoon time. 
Transcontinental had on Friday (19) 
announced that it would not be able 
to commence operations Feb. 1, ‘due 
to circumstances beyond our con- 
trol and the attitude of others.’ Lat- 
ter was believed to refer to Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, wHich, it is re- 
ported, had deemed TBS’ latest plan 
of financing unsatisfactory. 

World’s wire was addressed to 
more than one station in each mar- 
ket. The contract it offered was for 
six months and nou-cancellable, and 
for successive 13-week periods for 
three years without any change in 
rate over this entire period. There 
would be eight or 12 quarter-hour 
programs for early afternoon place- 
ment and one 15-minute program to 
be spotted between five and six p.m. 
The previous block of programs 
could be scheduled between 12 and 
3 p.m. or between 1 and 4 p.m. The 
etarting date stipulated was Feb. 19, 
with the weekly schedule for each 
series running from Monday to Fri- 
day, inclusive. 

World’s Angle 


The telegram explained that there 
would be the usual agency commis- 
sion, but that World would limit itself 
to production costs on transcriptions 
for the campaign. The wire also 
stated that World was not contact- 
ing station reps because they knew 
nothing about this business and 
specified that all between-program 
breaks were to belong to the adver- 
tiser except between the half-hours. 
The afternoon period, it is believed, 
involves the proposed Double-Bub- 
ble gum program, “Bruce Scott to 
the Rescue.’ 

John T. Adams, chairman of the 
TBS board, is now in*Florida. A 
statement issued by his office said 
that he had to go'there for a rest. 
Physicians, it added, had ‘found him 
approaching a breakdown as a re- 
sult of day and night work since Oc- 
tober to throw TBS to the air.’ 





Wisconsin Survivors 
Of Transcontinental . 


Form Own Regional 





Milwaukee, Jan, 23. 

Wisconsin has another regional 
link. The latest one originates from 
MEMP, Milwaukee, and has been 
tagged the American Broadcasting 
System. Others in the group are 
WHBL, Sheboygan, WRJN, Racine, 
WHBY, Green Bay, KFIZ, Fond du 
Lac, and WIBA, Madison. 

All but WIBA had contracts with 
the. Transcontinental Broadcasting 
System and lines had been installed 
for the originally-announced opening 
date, Jan. 1. When the scheduled 
debut failed to materialize the five 
outlets decided to convert the state 
hookup into a regional proposition, 
with WIBA as the sixth member. 


F.D.R. Delays ‘Ranger’ 
And Fans Pretty Irate 


San Francisco, Jan, 23. 

KFRC switchboard was clogged for 
several minutes Friday evening (19) 
and some indignant people were on 
the other ends of the hot lines. They 
demanded, and in no_ uncertain 
terms, ‘The Lone Ranger,’ as sched- 
uled. 

Program was late that night, held 
up because of a speaker, and many 
of the masked rider’s loyal follow- 
ers were plenty sore. 

The speaker was Franklin Roose- 
velt. 








George R, Nelson, Leighton & Nel- 
son agency, Schenectady, back on 
the job after a tussle with flu. 


Program Percentages 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Local live programs still dom- 
inate broadcasting. During the 
week of Dec. 11, 1938, a FCC re- 
port discloses, local broadcasts 
accounted for 33.6% of the total 
time 660 stations were on the air. 
Network originations were next 
with 29.2%, transcriptions took 
No. 3 rating with 22%, phono- 
graph records filled 10.9% of the 
time, and regional network pro- 
grams, 4.3%. 

The report also shows that 
stations in the metropolitan cen- 
ters still devote more of their 
time to network programs. Com- 
puted on a cumulative basis, 329 
outlets in such areas gave 36.6% 
of their time to web programs as 
against 32.6% for local origina- 
tions of live programs. 








Sock to Restrain Revival 
Of ‘Information, Please’ 


Mag; Judge Cogitates 


Supreme Court Justice Louis A. 
Valente, Monday (22) reserved de- 
cision on application of Daniel and 
Ann Golenpaul, owners of the radio 
program ‘Information Please,’ for a 
temporary injunction pending trial 
against Walter Rosetti, Shelley Bra- 
verman, Peter B. Payne, Stanley S. 
Borlssoff, and the Information Pub- 
lishing Corp. 

The plaintiffs assert that the de- 
fendants did have a magazine en- 
titled ‘Information Please,’ which 
published two issues, in October and 
November, 1936. It is alleged tnat 
when the radio program became in- 
ternationally famous, the defendants 
sought to take advantage of it and 
revived the magazine. Much confu- 
sion has arisen and unfair competi- 
tion is claimed. A permanent in- 
junction against the publication and 
damages are sought. 


Radio’s Longest Queue 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Another batch of attorneys with a 
yen to represent the radio indus- 
try approved last week to practice 
before the Federal Communications 
Commission. Added to the mile- 
long list of broadcast barristers were: 

Austin F. Canfield, Russell P. 
Place and John C, Spearman, of 
Washington, D. C.; James Alfred 
Avirett, Cumberland; Md.; John A. 
Chambliss, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Le- 
roy Hallman, Dallas, Tex., and M. A. 
Hutchinson, Richmond, Va. 

















Weems Succeeds ‘Grouch’ 
‘Calling All Cars’ Off 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Two of the top Coast shows lost 
their sponsors last week? ‘Grouch 
Club,’ a product of KFWB and nur- 
tured into a network diversion for 
General Mills, goes back to station 
as a sustainer, 


Rio Grande Oil withdrew its 
bankrolling of ‘Calling All Cars’ 
after six years of continuous airing 
on the Coast. 

Ted- Weems moved into the Sun- 
day NBC red spot for General Mills’ 
Korn Kix. 


SWING ASKS 
PACE EASE-UP 


Raymond Gram Swing has asked 
WOR, N. Y., to reduce his schedule 
from five to three days a week, 
namely, Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. White Owl cigar is slated 
to extend Swing’s Mutual hookup to 
crosscountry proportions this March. 
He broadcasts for this account Mon- 
day and Friday nights. 


Swing has given the poor state of 
his health as the reason for wanting 
to cut down on his work. He de- 
votes over 10 hours a day in prepa- 
ration for the 15-minute broadcast, 
reading newspapers, press associa- 
tion reports, magazine articles, etc., 
and making personal contacts for in- 
formation. Swing has been offered 
a syndicated column, but he hasn’t 
as yet decided whether to take it or 
turn it down. 














QUIETLY SETTLED 


Indian Singer Withdraws ‘Ridicule’ 
Litigation in N. Y. 








Wesley L. Robertson, American In- 
dian concert baritone, settled and 
discontinued his $50,000 action in the 
N. Y. supreme court against Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, Inc., Gen- 
eral Food Sales Co., Inec., Young & 
Rubicam, Inc., and Ralph Allen, 
known as Kuruks Pahitu, Friday 
(19). Action claimed misrepresenta- 
tion, involving discredit to the plain- 
tiff’s reputation. 

Robertson asserted that on June 
13, 1939, Allen was presented over 
WAEC on ‘We the People’ as an In- 
dian baritone who sang two days 
previously before King George and 
the President. It is asserted that Al- 
len accompanied Robertson on the 
tom-toms at this performance, and 
Allen’s singing on the air was suf- 
ficiently poor to ridicule the plain- 
tiff, and hurt his reputation. 
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Standard Brands Wide Open 











Standard Brands account has become wide open for the first time 
since it's been with J. Walter Thompson, with a piece of the busi- 
ness already assgined to Sherman K. Ellis. : 
concerns the advertising on Royal Desserts, which now has the ‘Those 
We Love’ serial on the NBC-red Thursday nights. 

Food combine started listening to the presentations of other agencies 
than Thompson several weeks ago. 
some of the Standard Brands business are McCann-Erickson, Lord & 
Thomas and Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn. 


Serlin Nixes Radio For Legit Hit 


The Ellis appointment 


Among those still pitching for 
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‘Life With Father’ as Radio Serial Must Wait 
Until Much Later 





J. B. LYMAN TO DENVER 


Steckton Concentrates on Sloan 
Foundation’s Program 








Denver, Jan. 23. 

John B. Lyman has been named 
production manager of KOA by 
Lloyd E. Yoder. He succeeds Roscoe 
K. Stockton, who has Feld the job 
for 11 years. Stockton resigned to 
give all his time to his duties as 
director-producer of the ‘You Make 
America’ half-hour weekly broad- 
casts sponsored by the Sloan Foun- 
dation over KOA weekly. 


Lyman started as an announcer at 
KFSD in San Diego. Latterly with 
NBC production department in San 
Francisco, he was given a leave of 
absence to direct radio special events 
at the Frisco fair, He will join KOA 
Feb. 1. 


10-Cent Cigarettes Buy 
Local Sports Programs; 
Weiss, Keyes Both Busy 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Two 10-cent cigarettes, the Twenty 
Grand and Avalon brands, are seek- 
ing national spot coverage with local 
sports reviews and are buying 
widely. Ed Weiss is purchasing 
some 20 markets for the Axton- 
Fisher weeds while Freeman Keyes 
(Russel Seeds agency) is buying 
time and shows for the Brown & 
Williamson nails. 

Contracts generally dated to start 
in April simultaneous with the base- 
ball season get-away. 


Reggie Scheubel Will 


Honeymoon in Hawaii 


Reggie Schuebel, radio director for 
the Milton Biow agency, married 
John H. Ballard, president of the 
Bulova Watch Co., Jan. 12, but she 
won’t disclose in what town the cere- 
mony took place. The honeymoon 
will be in Hawaii, when and if they 
can get away in February. 

Biow is in Florida and in addi- 
tion to that Miss Scheubel is busy 
on some new campaigns for the Joe 
Lowe Corp. The groom is occupied 














with a company convention. 





National Biscuit Co.’s proposal to 
use Martin Block’s ‘Make-Believe 
Ballroom’ as a spot proposition on 
16 stations: has aroused opposition 
from the. National Association of 
Performing Artists and agents for 
music copyright owners. The NAPA 
has warned the account that in 
broadcasting the phonograph records 
involved in the program series it 
would be violating the property 
rights of interpretive artists, while 
publishers’ agents have been hud- 
dling with counsel for the past week 
trying to decide on the course of 
legal action they should take against 
the advertiser and the 16 stations. 
The baker’s campaign is slated to 
start Feb. 12, 

The contracts placed through Mc- 
Cann-Erickson are for six half-hours 
a week, The programs, in routining 
and contents, are to be the same as 
those aired by Block over WNEW, 
N.Y. The advertiser is to furnish 
the phonograph records, a mimeo- 
graphed continuity and a transcrip- 
tion containing the plugs. 

After McCann-Erickson had last 








week prevailed upon the stations in 
the list to take out the required 
license from RCA Victor, the agency 
learned that NAPA intended to con- 
test the right of the stations to air 
the phonograph records without first 
getting premission from the bands on 
these discs. Later it was disclosed 
that licensing reps for music publish- 
ers were also preparing to lodge a 
protest. This quarter was thinking 
of attacking the tieup from two 
angles. One was that regardless of 
the airing of phonograph records the 
use was tantamount to a transcrip- 
tion right and that the biscuit com- 
pany ought to obtain the usual 
transcription license and pay the 
customary fee of 25c per number. 
The music royalty derived from 
phonograph records is from 1%c 
to 2, 


Other Tack 


Other contemplated line of legal 
attack concerns the question of un- 
fair competition. The publishers’ 
licensing reps argue that the licens- 








ing of transcriptions has, over the 


Natl. Biscuit’s ‘Ballroom’ Program 
Is Best By Royalty Counterclaims 


years, become an established source 
of income and that the advertiser 
through the use of phonograph rec- 
ords is merely resorting to a ‘sub- 
terfuge’ for avoiding the payment of 
such transcription fees. The fact, 
say the pubs’ reps, that a transcrip- 
tion is to be included in their batch 
of records shipped to station tends 
to bear out this contention. 
McCann-Erickson has meanwhile 
asked the 16 stations to hold off any 
license deals with RCA Victor. The 
agency wants to be sure that if there 
is a deal with Victor the latter will 
assume the costs of defense and in- 
demnify the commercial against any 
litigatory damages. The agency has 
been assured by Victor counsel that 
under, the Jaw it has nothing to 
worry about. It is probable that 
McCann-Erickson will solve the op- 
position of publishers’ agents by 
agreeing to take out transcription 
licenses and pay the required tran- 
scription fee on all musical numbers 
used in the series, Also that Victor 
will agree to defend any actions 
brought by the NAPA, 





Oscar Serlin, producer of the 
Broadway show, ‘Life With Father,’ 
has refused to consent to a radio 
version of the script’s characters, J, 
Walter Thompson scouted him out 
on the subject before suggesting the 
script as a serial to one of its clients. 

Serlin’s turndown was explained by 
him as being merely temporary. 
With himself and Howard Lindsey 
holding all dramatic rights, Serlin 
said that he was afraid that the ra- 
dio version would seriously hurt the 
boxoffice but that he might consider 
a proposition after the play has run 
its course. 





Experience Opposes 

Although back in 1923 a radio 
build-up helped an old Casino the- 
atre musical, ‘Wildfire,’ turn from a 
flop into a semi-hit and there have 
been scattered examples of b.o. aid 
for legit, on the whole most experi- 
ence of Broadway managers induces 
them to believe the best way to kill 
a good thing at $3.30 or $4.40 is to 
give it away in excerpt form via 
radio. Particularly with the uncer- 
tain ability of radio to do right by 
the play’s flavor and reputation. 


SUES WMCA, ALLEGING 
PROGRAM WAS STOLEN 


Suit for $100,090 damages by the 
Broadcast Producers of New York 
against the Knickerbocker Broad- 
casting Co., operators of WMCA, was 
revealed Friday (19) in the N. Y. 
supreme court, when the plaintiff 
made application to examine Sidney 
Flamm, secretary, Alfred Hall, pro- 
gram director, and Matty Cohen, 
script writer of the defendant before 
trial. The defendants are charged 
with plagiarizing material of the 
plaintiff. 

Broadcast Producers are in the 
business of producing radio shows 
and selling them. It is asserted that 
they produced a program entitled 
‘Makers of Men’ and submitted it to 
various stations including WMCA, 
The latter station, it is charged, made 
electrical transcriptions of the pro- 
gram and sold them as their own. 
WMCA is also charged with interfer- 
ing with a sponsorship of the pro- 
gram obtained by the plaintiffs in the 
Emergency Shelter, Inc. An injunc- 
tion as well as damages is sought. 











WON’T DISMISS SUIT 


Donald Besdine Libel Action Still on 
The Docket 








Supreme court justice Valente in 
N. Y. Thursday (18) denied an ap- 
plication of Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Co., Edwin C. Hill, Leroy A. 
Lincoln, Wodaam Corp., and the 
Bamberger Broadcasting Service, 
Inc., to dismiss a $500,000 libel action 
against them by Donald Besdine. The 
plaintiff is an insurance advisor. 

Plaintiff claims to have over 10,- 
000 clients, and to have spent $50,000 
during the past year in radio adver- 
tising. The defendants are charged 
with conspiring to put Besdine out 
of business, and of having broadcast 
false and defamatory information 
concerning him over WHN and 
WOR. 


Gordon Hughes at Kastor 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Gordon Hughes has obtained a 
leave of absence from the NBC pro- 
duction staff here to take over the 
reins of the ‘Painted Dreams’ show 
for American Family soap flakes. It’s 
one of the Kastor shows under Bob 
Jennings. 

Hughes vacancy in the NBC set-up 
will be filled by Roy Winsor, for- 








merly with the Leo Burnett agency. 
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nADIO AUDIENCE 
MUCH LIKE VAUDE 


Sharp Rise on Chase & San- 
born Hour Just Before 
Charlie McCarthy Special- 
ties — ‘Pot O’ Gold’ Gets 


’Em for the Door Prize 








OTHER ANGLES 





Radio audiences display the same 
tendency as the old vaudeville 
crowds: they’re apt to miss the early 
acts and they’re apt to walk out on 
the late ones. It’s the mid-section 
of the program they want, the next- 


to-closing feature turn. The great- 
est danger in this regard, because of 
the time span, is the full hour radio 
variety program, especially if the 
auspices use stereotyped set-ups. 
Variety-type radio programs should 
mix up the ingredients and not stick 
to a fixed sequence of items or spe- 
cialties week after week. If the 
public knows the precise point at 
which a favorite entertainer per- 
forms or a climax occurs there is a 
danger of less-than-maximum listen- 
ing before and after the key period. 
While all this will not startle experi- 
enced showmen these conclusions 
may come as a surprise to many in 
the radio trade because the lesson is 














VARSITY 2 








WALK OUT ON CLOSING ACT 





now told not on the authority of 
judgment, which showmen respect, 
but statistical evidence, which ad- 
vertisers respect. 

C. E. Hooper, Inc., has been taking 
‘samples’ at regular intervals dur- 
ing a program and then relating the 
percentage of listening thereby re- 
vealed to the program element on 
the air at the moment of measure- 
ment. Tagged as ‘A Listening Pat- 
tern Report’ the survey’s results, 
when arranged by five-minute inter- 
vals, is a method of correlating 
what’s happening, in entertainment 
terms, to the fall or rise of the audi- 
ence’s size, in statistical terms. 


Hooper’s samples on this score 
tend to bear out a theory of many 
critics that the average listener 
doésn’t stick along with a variety 
show from start to fnish, but more 
often either skips in and out from 
other programs or tunes down the 
loudspeaker just enough to keep in 
touch with the backgrcund until the 
listener’s favorite feature on the 
program comes on. Over a period 
of time the listener gets to know 
just what point in a program cer- 
tain features are scheduled so that 
he’s able to dial around elsewhere 
through the hour without missing his 
favorite bits. 


This tendency is pretty well con- 
firmed by a study of such programs 
as Chase & Sanborn (Charlie Mc- 
Carthy), Maxwell House’s ‘Good 
News’ and ‘Pot of Gold.’ The pat- 
tern of ‘Good News’ doesn’t in any 
way resemble that of the C & S 
show when the latter ran an hour. 
‘Baby Snooks’ wasn’t always spotted 
in the same points of the program’s 
hour so that the act’s fans had to 
keep in consistent touch with the 
goings-on. As for the ‘Pot of Gold,’ 
listeners know just about where each 





step of the lucky name picking takes 


Concerning Method 





Hooper’ coincidental chart, 
shown below, illustrates clearly 
the strong points of the coinci- 
dental (simultaneous) system of 
determining program ratings. 
By subdividing the Chase & San- 
born stanza into five-minute seg- 
ments, the coincidental method 
shows how the commercials at 
either end fared rather miser- 
ably, while the middle bogged 
down like an old mattress. De- 
tailed info on the _ intestinal 
workings of a program are not 
so clearly obtainable by other 
systems of phoning listeners. 


On the other hand, the chart 
suggests that Hooper might—by 
the coincidental methods — rate 
the whole of the program too 
low. Assigning the stanza a sin- 
gle, over-all figure would mean 
that those listeners who dropped 
out between 8:31 and 8:46 would 
uniformly be classified as non- 
listeners, whereas they may ac- 
tually have been listening prior 
to 8:31, or would possibly have 
tuned in after 8:46 to catch the 
McCarthy dummy. The recall 
phone method used by the C.A.B. 
would have assigned a fairer rat- 
ing from this standpoint. 








place. They shift over in droves 
from ‘Information, Please,’ just about 
as the winner is to be called. 


Showman’s Hunch 


The showmanly contingent in radio 
has always been leery of any show 
of novelty description which is so 
routined as to build up to a surprise 
or dramatic climax. It has been their 
contention that unlcss a program has 





a compact unit there is always the 
chance of listeners splitting up their 
attention among other programs 
during the same hour or half-hour, 
with the result that the sponsor loses 
out on his main objective, and that 
is, getting and holding an audience 
for his plugs. 

A specimen ‘Listening Pattern Re- 
port,’ as carried below,’ deals with 
the Chase & Sanborn program dur- 
ing October, November and Decem- 
ber of 1939, during which period it 
occupied a full hour. The data for 
the pattern was obtained from a 
retabulation of the coincidental in- 
terviews which Hooper gathered for 
its regularly published program rat- 
ings. 

The sample pattern report becomes 
vividly pointed when compared with 
the way the C & S program was 
regularly routined. Following is ap- 
proximate time schedule for the 
various items on this show when it 
ran an hour: 


8.03: Nelson Eddy. 

8.10: Charlie McCarthy. 
8.17: Dorothy Lamour. 

8.21: Drama with film name. 
8.31: Chainbreak. 

8.32: Nelson Eddy. 

8.35: Guest comedy spot. 
8.40: Don Ameche in song. 
8.44: Charlie McCarthy. 
8.52: Nelson Eddy. 





VENUTA JOINS JESSEL 
Benay Venuta set to sing and foil 
for George Jessel on the latter’s 


NBC Vitalis show beginning with 
tomorrow’s (Thursday) broadcast. 
She’s booked for 10 weeks, the re- 
maining stanzas of a 13-week stretch. 
Miss Venuta has dropped her Mu- 
tual Friday sustainer temporarily, 
returning with it to a Sunday night 
non-net 9-9:30 p.m. slot Feb. 11. 





A FREE RADIO 
DEMOCRACY'S 
MUST 


Hartford, Jan. 23. 

The future of democracy depends 
largely upon who controls radio, 
Roger N. Baldwin, director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, told 
a church group here last week. 
Warning against control of the radio 
by the government or by a business 
monopoly, he declared that radio is 
a greater power for democracy than 
even a free press or free speech. 

With a business or government 
monopoly control of broadcasting, 
only one side of all questions will 
be presented to the public and a dic- 
tatorship may result, said the civil 
liberty adherent. 


Don Ameche Deal Set; 
Starts NBC-Red in April 


Old Gold will return to the NBC- 
red April 5 with a variety show 
headed by Don Ameche. It will be 
the Friday 10-10:30 p. m. There will 
be a production orchestra, a singer 
and other elements, but none of these 
has been settled. Nor has the for- 
mula been set. The series will origi- 
nate from Hollywood. 

Lorillard is also about to decide on 
the show for Union Leader. The to- 
bacco company may use Fulton 
Lewis, Mutual commentator, to plug 
one of its brands on the west Coast 











by way of the Don Lee network. 
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Dishonorable to Accept Business, 
Account Suggests, If Station 
Not Capable of 3/1 Payoff 








Omaha, Jan. 23. 

In a circular letter addressed to 
stations throughout the middle west 
the Buchanan-Thomas Advertising 
Co., of Omaha, has in a more or less 
subtle way undertaken to introduce 
the honor system in the broadcast- 
ing business. The account in ques- 
tion is the Interstate Nurseries, of 
Hamburg, Ia., and the agency wants 
to know whether the station queried 
honestly believes that it ‘can return 
erders at the rate of $3 in one dollar 
units for each $1 billed and prom- 
ises to give its ‘heartiest cooperation 
in an effort to make good’ if it is 
used. 


The letter follows: 
Gentlemen: 


We are making up a list of stations 
for Interstate Nurseries of Hamburg, 
lowa, which will be tested with a 
series of five-minute transcriptions 
made by Mr. Carl Sjulin whose ra- 
dio personality is so interesting that 
it has enabled this great institution 
to grow from a very small beginning 
to its present huge size in a decade. 
Mr. Sjulin started his business with 
the help of his brothers and built it 
almost entirely with radio programs 
which they personally conducted. 

Today Interstate owns well over 
a thousand acres of the finest nursery 
land in Southwestern Iowa; has one 
of the most medern nursery buildings 
in the world, and publishes a very 
fine catalog which goes to an active 
list of home owners in every state 
in the Union. 


Our radio series will feature inter- 
esting talks and offers by Mr. Sjulin 
... the same that have succeeded 
so notably on a dozen or more mid- 
western stations for the past ten 
years. The audience enjoys and 
profits by the talks which are like a 
breath of beauty from the garden in 
the midst of the routine offering of 
dramas and music of the day’s pro- 
gram. Orders are mailed to the sta- 
tien, acknowledged by the Nurseries, 
and filled with the finest quality nur- 
sery stock money can buy. 


Interstate does not attempt to 
make a profit on these special offers. 
They make them in order to secure 
the names of people who are prop- 
erty owners . .-. people who are in- 
terested enough in fine nursery stock 
to send an order. Such people are 
logical prospects for the expensive 
Interstate catalog which is a master- 
piece of information for garden 
lovers. 

What we want to know is this: 
Would you like to be placed on this 
schedule? Do you honestly believe 
you can return orders at the rate of 
$3 in one dollar units for each $1 on 
your invoice? Will you give us the 
benefit of your most favorable rate 
and your heartiest ceoperation in an 
effort to make good if we use your 
station? 

Stations that do make good will 
have an account clear through this 
season and future seasons as well. 
But the initial order for the test will 
not be large enough to justify yeu 
in asking for the business unless 
you’re reasonably sure yon can make 
goed. If you feel you can justify a 
trial, please write us immediately as 
to availabilities and rates. We can 
assure you the contacts you will 
create between your listeners and 
Interstate Nurseries will be most 
pleasant and that you will be proud 
of your right to list this institution 
among your regular clients. 

Because of the wide-spread ac- 
ceptance of Interstate Nurseries as 
a radio account that denotes a sta- 
tion’s ability to produce results, we 
suggest that you will be wise to de- 
cline the business unless you are 
willing to give it your very best ef- 
fort to make the broadcasts produc- 
tive. 

Orders will be ready to go out 
within a very few days, so we trust 
you will write us fully by return 
mail. 

_ Adam Reinemund. 
Buchanan-Thomas Advertising 
Company, Radio Department. 





Mrs. Earl Gammons a Wow 
Minneapolis, Jan. 23. 
Eddie Gallaher, WCCO announcer, 
sports expert and ace bowler, is 

hanging his head. 
His boss’s wife, Mrs. Earl Gam-| 
mons, outscored him in three suc- 





cessive games. 


4 
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What, Not Sponsored? 


Buffalo, Jan. 23. 

Cocker spaniel cwned by Fred 
Parkhill, Niagara Falls, is a 
crooning dog. Mutt creditably 
follows tunes played in high key 
on radio, but just howls when 
they’re lower. 

Big specialty is ‘South of the 
Border.’ 


Malo Deplores 
Deadhead Blurbs 
For Web Shows 


Hartford, Jan. 23. 

A growing practice of advertising 
agencies is to request radio stations 
to donate free mentions calling at- 
tention to network commercials on 
the station. Bill Malo, commercial 
director of WDRC and also chair- 
man of the NAB’s salesmanagers’ 
group for this district, strongly 
frowns upon the deadhead blurb re- 
quests for which, he notes, usually 
coincide with a given program’s 
failure to show up well in the popu- 
larity check of the Cooperative 
Analysis of Broadcasting. 


Malo proposes to bring the issue 
up for discussion with his fellow- 
members of the NAB but has mean- 
while adopted policy at WDRC of 
plugging all programs impartially in 
periods set aside for institutional 
build-up on behalf of the entire pro- 














gram schedule. 


MOODY BIBLE SEEKS 
FREE RADIO TIME 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Moody Bible Institute, which also 
operates its own WMBI radie sta- 
tion, is readying a series of 13 plat- 
ters of music and drama to pub- 
licize the school. Platters will be 
given free to any station which will 
run the show on a regular schedule 
for the entire series. 

Station manager Wendell Loveless 
is sending a letter to station men 
everywhere asking them for their 
opinion of the idea and any sug- 
gestions they might have as to the 
make-up of the discs. 


Biow Spots Coming Up 


Milton Biow agency is working on 
a mass of spot broadcasting for the | 
Joe Lowe Corp., which it proposes 
to start this spring. 

Campaigns involve not only Lowe’s 
Popsicle business but its various 
enterprises. 
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|‘What’s My Name?’ Moves | 


“‘What’s My Name” 


on the NBC-red Feb. 9. 


nights (7-7:30). 


Washington, Jan, 23. 
Complaints about objectionable 
radio continuities led to formal ac- 
tion involving 14 sponsors last year, 
although less than half of the pages 


thing more than casual scrutiny. 
Numerous’ programs 
stopped by the time the blue-pencil- 
some of the statements deemed mis- | 
leading. 





Bob Berger Unaffected 
Personally as Funds 
Are Denied for Platters 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Abolition of the Office of Govern- 
ment Reports which sponsored the 
elaborate series of transcribed ‘edu- 
cational’ features about federal ac- 
tivities in the past couple of years 
was decreed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives last week to President 
Roosevelt’s deep displeasure. Re- 
quested appropriation of more than 
$1,000,000 was withheld because Con- 
gress never has ehacted legislation 
authorizing continuance of the out- 
fit, which was shifted to the White 
House last summer coincident with 
scrapping of the former National 
Emergency Council. 

Death sentence was passed by the 
Appropriations Committee, which 
was told that 32 discs of 15-minute 
duration were fabricated to inform 
the taxpayers what services are ren- 
dered by outfits they support. Press- 
ings totaled 150 and approximately 
175 transmitters were reported to 
have used the gratis features. 

Radio activities, supervised - by 
Robert I. Berger, formerly radio di- 
rector of the Democratic National 
Committee, were denounced during 
debate on the Independent Offices 
Appropriation Bill. Justifying re- 
fusal to recommend the outlay de- 
sired by the President for the O.G.R., 
Rep. Everett M. Dirksen, Illinois Re- 
publican, termed the feature inde- 
fensible ‘claptrap and tommyrot’ and 
said the organization ‘is nothing but 
a political bureau.’ 

Effort to get the money will be 
made in the Senate, but outlook for 
favorable action is dark for many 
Democrats agree with Republicans 
that the O.G.R. involves unneeded 
expenditures. President Roosevelt 
wants a bill making possible continu- 
ance of the activities beyond June 
30, when present funds expire, and 
has hinted he will use relief appro- 
priations—unless Congress specific- 
ally forbids, which is likely—to keep 
it going. 

Action does not affect Berger's 
status, as he is technically an em- 
ployee of the Office of Education, 
although taking orders directly from 
the White House and the President's 
advisors. 








Million in Time Cuffos 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Radio time chiseled by the Federal 
Housing Authority during the last 
fiscal year was valued at $968,760, 
House of Representatives learned 
last week. Outfit is the most accom- 
plished free time grabber in the en- 
tire U. S. Government. 

With both CBS and NBC kicking 
in along with locals, the agency en- 
joyed seven cuffo hours over the 


transmitters. Report showed 28 fea- 
tures were presented by the chains 


broadcasts. All were live talent fea- 
tures, and the totals did not include 
3,650 15-minute discs. 

The House Appropriations Com- 
mittee also revealed the U. S. Hous- 
ing Authority, promoting the Govern- 
ment’s slum-clearance activities, has 


propaganda, which takes the form 


for the underprivileged classes. 











| 


of script examined by the Federal | 
Trade Commission required any- cine). 


WGAR CHORUS ON ROAD 
Cleveland, Jan. 23. 


Neil Collins, former publicity man | 
| for WHK-WCLE, going out on road | 
as advance man for Worth Kramer’s | 
| ‘Wings Over Jordan,’ chorus, origin- | 
(Oxydol) | ating at WGAR and a Sunday fea- 
moves to the Friday 9:30-10 p.m. spot | ture over CBS. 


Taking over work of Morrey Con- 


It’s now on the same web Saturday | don, WGAR p.a. who had been break- 


ing ground fer troupe. 


44444444444 


14 Sponsors ‘Spanked’ in 1939 
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Taylor Washington Machine Co. 
Bromo Quinine. 

Syrup of Pepsin. 

Seyon Products Co. (laxatives). 
Knox Co. (eczema cure). 
Kolynos. 

F & F Laboratories (cough medi- 


Nash Bros. Drug Ce. (malaria 


had been | remedy). 


In addition, written promises to 


ers got around to inquiring about; cease and desist from continuing 


criticized ballyhoo were given by 
Bristol-Myers, Bayer Co. (Calirad 


List given the House Appropri- | wafers, not aspirin), United Drug, 


ations Committee showed that offi- 
cial orders to quit making certain 
claims over the air were served on: | 


General Foods (plugging certain 
brand of salt), Scholl Arch-Support 
Shoes, and Alka-Seltzer. 


webs and 7,526 hours on independent | 


and the local plants put on 45,158 | 
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FCC's 


Program Complaints 








investigation” sevesceveeess 





‘Frivolous, unsubstantiated, or otherwise not warranting 






Peete eee eeeeeeeeseenses O86 





Nature of Complaint 


Disliked some radio personality .. 


Uz 4 Stations) eeeveeveeeaeeeaeeeenee 
Religious bias alleged .........+. 
Charges of denial of free speech . 


General inferior program service 


Lottery complaints ........seseee 
Parental objection to kid shows .. 
Pension plan protests ........00- 
Horse race gambling complaints . 
Fortune telling complaints ...... 
Solicitation of funds over air .... 
Editorial policy of station ....e0. 
Piracy of programs ......scccsece 


35,000,000 Radio Se 


Orson Welles’ ‘War of the Worlds’........ 
Fraudulent or misleading advertising .......ee.sccecseccsceseus 


Obscene, indecent or profane language COPA OO eH e He He eer reeeeeses 
Charges of propaganda, including foreign-language broadcasts (on 


Contests—failure to receive merchandise ........ccsecccecscecees 


Failure to provide for political candidates COCR O Ee eeeesseses 





_ —~ _— sett ee 


Number 

Received 

625 
123 
113 
93 


tee ee YY) 


84 
71 
69 
38 
52 
29 
24 
21 


COHHHHHOHHHE HEH ERE EE EL ELO Cee L Oe 


SC HCHOHHHH TOES HET EO LES esesecens 


CeCe HR ATHEROS HEE EE EEE OLE OEE EES 
CPPCC HOHSE Ret ereereseeresece 
CPCHHHOHSOHA HEH e seer eseseseesers 
SHCSHHHOHHH eH eee eeeeneeneeeeee 
SPSS HHEHeeseseeseesesesesese 


CCCP HSH OREO eeeeeeseeseeese 


PRCT HHOHOHHASEHE ETE Eeeeesese 
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ts in America: 





Only 1,982 Protest Letters to FCC 





Columbia’s Invasion 
Of Transcription Biz 


William Schudt, former CBS sta- 
tion manager, has moved in as gen- 
eral manager of the brand-new 
transcription and commercial phono- 
graph division of Columbia Records. 
With headquarters in Manhattan he 
reports to a new boss, Edward Wal- 
lerstein, president of the record com- 
pany. Schudt was formerly general 
manager of WBT, Charlotte, and 
WKRC, Cincinnati. 


The Columbia platter division will 
be gradually expanded both in New 
; York and ultimately, possibly not 
{until fall, in Chicago. Schudt will 
| spend the next several months get- 
ting acquainted in the new field and 
blueprinting the development. His 
competitors are World, Thesaurus, 
Standard and Associated. 


Columbia Records has no present 
expectation of establishing a library 
service but will seek custom-built 
assignments. 

















‘WLW Sends Staffers For 


| Interviews In New York 
Cincinnati, Jan. 23. 


| To give its listeners a line on New 
| York's current theatre and night club 


| fare, WLW will send Paul Kennedy 
| there for a remote broadcast Jan. 25 


induced over 300 stations to carry its | 


to originate backstage in the Music 
Box. Besides interviewing stars of 


of 13 transcriptions ballyhooing the | the ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ cast, 
effort to oven Maer te housing | Playing that theatre, Kennedy will 

comment on other New York shows 
; and cafe entertainment. 
| accompanied by Herby Flaig, of the 
| WLW special events department. 


He will be 


Kennedy, who is radio editor of the 
Cincy Post, does a semi-weekly air- 
ing on WLW as the ‘Nighthawk Re- 
porter,’ spieling about pics, plays and 
nitery shows here and radio net 
stints. 

Idea of an inland station piping a 
program on show world doings in the 


first for Crosley’s 50,000 watter. 





WINS COWLES’ PRIZE 


‘America’s Money Belt’ Gets 5C’s for 
G. F. Drake 








Des Moines, Jans 23. 
George F. Drake, copywriter in 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert’s Chicago 
office, won the $500 prize which the 
Cowles Stations offered in its name 
picking contest. Ad men were in- 
vited to submit name suggestion for 


was ‘America’s Money Belt.’ 

Contest’s advertising copy took as 
its ~slogan, ‘What’s sauce for the 
goose is Sauce for the gander’ and 
pointed out that at last advertising 
men were getting a dose of their own 
medicine. Earl Allen Co., of Omaha, 
as the Cowles stations’ agency, 
handled the contest. 





big town is thought to be another | 


the primary area covered by these | 
stations, and Drake’s winning tag | 


vv 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Break-down of the ‘protest mail’ 
received by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission (as just re- 
ported to subcommittee of Appro- 
priations in the House of Repre- 
sentatives) constitutes a provocative 
picture of both the broadcasting in- 
dustry as a whole and the various 
elements in American life as re- 
flected through and by radio. The 
vast number of complaints have been 
pigeon-holed as ‘frivolous and un- 
substaniated.’ Most significant of all 
perhaps is the failure of parental ob- 
jection against children’s programs 
to register in the FCC mail. Only 21 
letters were received in the last 
fiscal year and all were considered 
‘frivolous’ in character. 


Largest volume of protest occurred 
in a 15-day period beginning Jan. 
16, 1939, when the issue of Father 
Coughlin drew 21,118 pieces of cor- 
respondence, either denouncing the 
priest or denouncing others for not 
allowing him to do his stuff over the 
air. 

The European tension (fiscal year 
ended June 30) was reflected in 
charges of propaganda slipped over 
in foreign language programs on 
American stations. In the wider 
sense anti-semitism and other big- 
| otries are related to the pressures of 
a world on the brink of chaos. 
| There was a wide sprinkling of this 
type of complaint. 

Some 1,582 program complaints are 
covered by the FCC report which is 
partially analyzed in the accompany- 
ing tabulation to this story. This is 
the proverbial drop in the bucket 
when contrasted with the 120,000,000 
population and 35,000,000-odd radio 
sets of the United States. 


Hot Rivalry 














| 


| Cold Weather 


} 


| St. Paul, Jan. 23. 
| 


| Catholic High School has appointed 
Station KSTP its ‘official’ tempeta- 
ture-giving station. If the inercury 
goes down to 25 below zero in this 
Finland of America, the school au- 
thorities admit it’s cold enough for 
the ‘no school today’ signal. Stu- 
dents are told to tune in KSTP. 
KSTP is making capital of the fact 
that there is a considerable vatla- 
| tion in broadcast reports as to just 
how cold it is at any given hour. 
Radio stations invariably stress this 
type of news in this kind of weather. 








Other cities report rivalry between 
radio stations over the alleged ac 
curacy’ or ‘inaccuracy’ of the ther- 
mometer readings. 





| Bert Mitchell, formerly in State 
vet , ert 
| chandising department of “a KABC, 


| Network, named manager 0 
| San Antonio. 
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Over News Of * 
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E blush in embarrassment—and 


are very naturally proud—when Red Network Wins 7 Out of 10 Places in 

i we think of the way the NBC Red Net- ‘ . ss 

i work has swept to victory through poll Favorite P rogram Classification 

. after poll. We had no sooner finished 

: celebrating the Red Network’s over- Programs Network 

; whelming triumphs in the World 

7 Telegram, Cleveland Plain Dealer and Jell-O Program. «. . . 2 1 1s Red 

; Fame Polls when we were flashed the Chase & Sanborn Program . 4<o3 Red 

; news of an equally great triumph in 

: the vote conducted by Radio Daily. Kraft Music Hall 7 e© «© © © © # @ Red 

: Top ranking shows—broadcast over the Information, Please . . .... . Blue 

finest facilities in radio—make the Red hits ....... Red 

. the network most people listen to most. . 

t That’s why in 1939, for the second Bob Hope Program . ..... . Red 

0 ° ° ° ; 

0 consecutive year, advertisers invested , 
hick tebeas to RE eb en ee Lux Radio Theatre ....... CBS 
other single advertising medium in the Ford Sunday Evening Hour . . .. . CBS 
uate iad Kay Kyser’s College . . . . . «~~~ Red / 

=n Again our thanks go out to the adver- | 

tisers and agencies who made this show- Good News of 1940 . . . . ws. Red 
ing possible, as well as to the men and ans a . 

j ideas wine coat dhe ballets. National In all 16 classifications of the Radio Daily Poll, the NBC Red Net- 


; . work won 8}; first places. 414 went to CBS and 3 went to the NBC 
Broadcasting Company, a Radio Cor- Blue Network. More firsts for the NBC Red than all others combined! 


poration of America Service. 





_ NBC NETWORK 


z The Network Most People Listen to Most 





28 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, January 24, 


1940 


























a 





Kenneth Thomson, 
Fly to Miami 


Conference; Mum on Strategy 


ae 


Henry Jaffe 
for Joe Weber 





2 
a 


Henry Jaffe, attorney for the | 
American Federation of Radio Artists 
and several other unions in the As- 
sociated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica, and Kenneth Thomson, execu- 
tive-Secretary of the Screen Actors 
Guild, planed to Miami last night 
(Tuesday) for a one-day huddle 
with Joseph N. Weber, president, and 
members of the American Federation 
of Musicians executive board. They’re 
expected back in New York tomor- 
row (Thursday). 

Neither of the actor representa- 
tives would reveal the object of the 
confab. However, the fact that 
AFRA is currently setting up a pro- 
posed code for the transcription field | 
indicates that might be the subject of | 
the talks. Co-operation between the 
actors and musicians might strength- | 
en the bargaining position of both. 
unions in dealing with the disc prob- 
lem. 

Thomson's presence in the meet- 
ings suggests that more than the 
AFRA interests are being considered. 
Figured he and Jaffe may alco take 
up the matter of a working agree- 
ment between the Associated Actors 
& Artistes of America (Four A’s) 
and the AFM. Such a deal was ten-. 
tatively called for last summer in’ 
the peace settlement between the! 
Four A’s and the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
(stagehands), but nothing further 
has been done about it. 

Also seen possible that the actor 
spokesmen may be seeking to reach 
a co-operative deal with the mu- 
sicians to cover the vaudeville-nitery | 





18-YEAR-OLD WDAF 
INTO NOBBY STUDIOS 


Kansas City, Jan. 23. 
Dean Fitzer has set feed to NBC 
red to signalize new studios of 
WDAF, which open Sunday, Feb. 4. 
The 85-piece Kansas City Philhar- 
monic orchestra will participate in 
the hour program, as station now be- 





‘Make Good on Radio Or 
Go te Work for Me’ Is 
Pa-in-Law’s Proposition 


New London, Conn., Jan. 23. 
Charles Cutler, announcer-writer 





Radio Pay Average: Tha 





munications Commission’s annual 





at WNLC, has made a deal with his 
father-in-law: Either he_makes good 
in radio or becomes partner in fath- 
er-in-law’s transportation biz. 

A former legit actor who has 
worked on most Connecticut radio 
stations, Cutler a few weeks ago 
married Alice Albert, actress at 
WBRY, Waterbury. #n-law’s offer 
of executive job and partnership 
followed, but Cutler decided that 
he’ll give broadcasting one more 
full-sized try, and therefore leaves 
next month for California and air 
job on Coast. 





sample week of Dec. 11, 1938—a 


covering salaries to 14,879 employees. 


Washington, Jan. 23. 


Analysis of paychecks distributed among employes of 660 U. § 
broadcast stations last week revealed an average weekly wage for 
entire full-time personnel of $41.17. Contained in the Federal Com- 


report, survey showed—during the 
total full-time Payroll of $612,609 
This included paychecks to 


executives, who drew an average weekly compensation of $78.51. 


Fact that the general average was down $3.95 from figures taken in 


March, 1938, was explained in a statement issued by the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters to the effect that numerous smal! transmitters 
had been added between March and December where comparatively 


low wage rates prevailed. 








AFRA-KWK Negotiate 


St. Louis, Jan. 23. 
Preliminary talks pointing to a 
new wage scale for legit members 











comes one of few in middle-West to 
| have a studio large enough to house 
'such a crew. Lenox Lohr, NBC | 
| prexy, will respond from New York 
to Fitzer’s opening slants. 


Station’s new set-up will include 
a eentral control room, the jumbo 
studio, regular studio for general 
broadcasting, an audition room, spe- 
cial studio for announcers, news dis- 
patching and forums and enlarged 
office space. WDAF is property of 
the: Kansas City Star, and with the 
special net broadcast commemorates 
its 18th year on the air. 

Fitzer has added Ralph Nelson as 
a spieler. 
who has taken doctors orders to 
work outside. Shelby Stork takes 
newly created post on the staff as 
newsman, writing, editing and air- 
ing station’s three newscasts daily. 


Esty’s Lifebroy Show 


William Esty agency is understood 
to be working on a half-hour pro- 








of AFRA employed at KWK have 
UJ N | ON STRIFE begun and Nellie Booth, exec. sec. 
_of the St. Louis Chapter expects the 


He replaces Bob Davis, | 


BREAKS OUT IN 
SEATTLE 


Seattle, Jan. 23. 

Drive of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers to obtain 
recognition for its radio engineer di- 
vision from local stations has as- 
sumed drastic proportions. KOL, 
Mutual’s affiliate, which is being 
picketed by striking IBEWites, has 
had to curtail its broadeasting time 
and eliminate all local live music 
because union musicians refused to 





final inking of the pact within a few 
weeks. Huddles are being held by 
Bob Convey and Ray Dady of sta- 
tion and Miss Booth. Move follows 
the definite enlistment of a major- 


ity of talent as AFRA members and 
ends a drive by the local AFRA 
group for a majority at this station. 


In Dec., 1938, when AFRA was 
litigating before NLRB for recogni- 
tion as the bargaining agency for its 
members employed at KMOX, KSD, 
WEW and KWK all stations, except 
the latter, were found to have a ma- 
jority of its studio talent who were 
members of AFRA. The labor group 
insisted that it had a majority at 
KWK, a contention resisted by the 
station which ultimately was upheld. 
AFRA then began a quiet campaign 





pass the picket line. KIRO, CBS 
outlet, signed up with the IBEW | 
Friday (19) after a strike had been 
called and the station was off the 


to enlist a majority and it is re- 
ported that all of the talent staff at 
this station has joined. 


field. Thomsem is eurrently im the} gram in Lifebuoy’s behalf which, if 


east to assist in organizing the field 
for the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, the Four A’s union holding 
that jurisdiction, so that may be the | 
prime object of the trip. 

SAG official is slated to attend the 
AFRA national board meeting on his 
return tomorrow and he will prob- 
ably fly back to the Coast im- 
mediately after that session. 





David M. Botsford, of Botsford, 
Constantine & Gardner, chairman of 
the speakers’ committee for the Pa- 
cific Coast Conference of Sales Ex- | 








ecutives, to be held in San Francisco | 
in February. 
—_ 


approved, would go on one of the 
networks, preferably CBS, in early 
spring. 

The account came over from Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan several weeks ago. 


WMCA Schoolroomers 


WMCA, New York, will become an 
outlet for a new course in radio 
writing to be instituted by the 





The last station to kick in with a 
air for 22 minutes the day before. | mew wage scale for AFRA members 
KOMO-KJR will face similar action | was KSD. Wage approach to WEW 
if its rep doesn’t appear before the| ig expected after negotiations with 


local Central Labor Council tomor- | 


row (Wednesday ). | 

The strike at KIRO broke at 5:30) 
p.m. Thursday as one of its local 
commercials was about to go on.}| 
There was a hurried conference with | 
union officials and 22 minutes later | 
union engineers were back at the! 





dramatic department of Hunter Col- 
lege, N. Y., girls school. Series of 
five programs will start the latter 
part of February. 

They’ll be enacted by a school 
cast. 











controls and broadcasting was re- 
sumed. The walkout at KOL oc- 
curred at 5 p.m. the same day, but 
this station was off the air but 20) 
minutes, with the chief engineer, not 
an IBEW member, taking over the 
| controls. 

Walkout involved four technicians 
at KIRO and five at KOL. The union 
is demanding $42.50 for 40 hours per 
week as against the present scale | 
which varies between $130 and $140 | 
a month. Archie Taft, of KOL, stated 
that his station was willing to pay 





mit itself to a closed shop. 


to the wage scale. 

In addition to picketing KOL the 
union is using two sound trucks in! 
front of the studio building. Postals | 
are being mailed out to advertisers | 
by local union declaring the station | 
unfair. KOL’s curtailed operations | 
will take the station off the air at) 


If p.m. 


| 


WPEN Is Pick2ted 
Philadelphia, Jan. 23. 
A ‘fight to the finish’ against 
Bulova-operated WPEN was prom- 
ised by officials of Local 77, Amer- | 


‘tion of the 


the wage scale but would not com- | 
The | 
IBEW denied that KOL had agreed | 

| 


KWK are out of the way. 





WLW ACT AT FILM EVENT 


Cincinnati, Jan. 23. 

Lulu Belle and Scotty, of WLW’s 
Boone County Jamboree rural ex- 
travaganza, will personal at the 
Grant Theatre, Georgetown, O., Jan. 
25 for the first showing in this sec- 
‘Village Barn Dance’ 
(Republic) picture, in which they 
appear with Don Wilson and Vera 
Vague (Barbara Joe Allen). 


Georgetown, 35 miles from Cincy, 
was selected for the sectional pre- 
miere as a typical village tie-in with 
the pix. 








eee 


Chicago Scale 
Not Set, AFRA 
Wants Arbitration 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists filed a demand on the net- 
works and agencies yesterday (Tues- 
day) for arbitration of the Chicago 
local scale under the code of fair 
practice. According to the terms of 
the code, the question will be settled 
by the American Arbitration, with 
hearings to begin within two weeks 
and a decision to be handed down 
two weeks later. 


When the network :ode was signed 
a year ago the question of a Chicago 
scale was left open for future set- 
tlement. Agencies favor a lower 
scale for Chicago, with AFRA de- 
siring the regular network scale for 
all programs from network o7igina- 
tion points. Since the question has 
remained unsettled, AFRA finally 





i has demanded arbitration. 





Edgar Shutz Dies 


St. Louis, Jan. 23. 
Edgar P. Shutz, commercial man- 





'ager of WIL, died Saturday (20) of a 


cerebral hemorrhage after collapsing 
in the station’s office. Formerly in 
the business office of the defunct St. 
Louis Times, Shutz joined WIL in 
June, 1932, as a salesman, and several 


months later succeeded Broadus 
Hendry as commercial manager. 
Shutz’s aggressiveness in closing 


deals was largely instrumental in biz 
at WIL picking up. He had been in 
good health until the collapse. 
Shutz was 49 and is survived by 
his widow and two children, The 
funeral was held today (23) at St. 





Peter and Paul’s Cemetery. 














ican Federation of Musicians, who L Anvaviaeet amed. W'S.AI's carts 
Meio } 

returned over the week-end after} J cucaienin dhe 14 ciel Cou Pues 

huddles with international officers EASA NS Iisa Jalpraga cis 


ef the union in Miami. 
The union has been picketing Ze 
WPEN since last Sunday (14) when vite 
n : the ten-man band was dropped by \{ Ae oie Ka yee Hue Rs 

dich capita retail sales top the na-| the station, when they couldn't agree | j ? 
tional average by nearly 40%. on the amount of money the station | 


What’s more, the records show stil | S0uld_ annually spend for music. | 
ginttver 1,900,006 poeple eutalde cur Local 77 called the action a ‘lockout, 
| 


This 6 to 8 A. M. program features 


Scant Coverage has its place... BUT— 


For a real selling job in the pros- 


ans like 
time and 


And 


idimiliar things Vimcinnat 


J 


perous Southern New England mar temperature and weather reports 
news—lots of. it 


ket you need the kind of thorough 


coverage no other station delivers immediate coverage area who rank but was not supported by the an- The unique is not found in this show 


nouncers and engineers at the sta-|. 
WTIC at the top of their list of real | tion, members of the CIO’s American | 
neighbors, Put our 50,000 Watts to | Communications Association. | ee ties 
work for you — to do a thorough ‘ia 
selling job not in Hartford alone, new ‘wa & 


Washington, Jan. 23. | 
pce gir ieaaiias New England With two of five eligible voters 
as we 


union,’ labor squabble at WQXR, 
New York, was settled by the Na- 

A“’MUST’’ FOR A BIG’ JOB IN THE BIG SOUTHERN NEW-ENGLAND MARKET 

The Travele 


except that, liké. roses. its taypthar qua 


so effectively as WTIC. In our pri- 
au appreciated 


f mary area alone WTIC is an estab- 
lished listening habit with 1,863,570 
people—more than live in Cleve- 
land and St. Louis together. Their 





Write or wire today *to 


law cost participating progran 


tional Labor Relations Board in 

|favor of International Brotherhood | 
‘of Electrical Workers, A. F. of L. 
| Contest over representation among | 
technicians at the station was be-' 
‘tween the Brotherhood and the 

+ | American Communications Associa- 

tion, CIO affiliate with which WQXR 

| had previously been dealing. 
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MORE 


WEBS SPENDING 
FOR SUSTAINERS 


John Royal Scanning Holly- 
wood at the Moment— 
Patriotism Emphasis In- 
spired by ‘Pursuit of Hap- 
piness’ 





—_——_—_-— 





FEW SINGERS | 





Plans are under way for NBC to. 
increase its sustaining program costs | 
appreciably. The network's produc- 
tion staff is already at work on sev- 
eral pretentious half-hour features, 
most of which blends entertainment 
with educational and _ patriotic 
themes. Trip of John F. Royal, NBC 
program chief, to the Coast last week 
had this programing move as the 
main objective. W. B. Lewis made a 
similar trip not long ago. | 


Under the new program plan | 
which NBC has under consideration ! 
the network would intensify its 
building of shows for client presen- | 
tation. The sustaining periods would 
serve as development media and | 
showwindows for such half-hour | 
features. Billy Hillpot would serve 
as contact for the NBC Artists 
Bureau and the production depart- 
ment, while I. E. Showerman, easte~n 
sales manager, would do the go- 
betweening for the sales department. 

For the first quarter of this year 
Columbia will be spending 22% more 
for sustaining programs than it did 
for the like period of 1939. While a 
goodly part of the increase is at- 
tributable to the cost of news cover- 
age, the network is way up over the 
usual quotas on such sustainers as 
‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ ‘The Adven- 
tures of Ellery Queen,’ ‘Gay Nineties 
Revue’ and ‘The Columbia Work- 
shop.’ 

With less time to fill the trend in 
the case of CBS has been to concen- 
trate its production and talent ap- 
propriations into the few half-hour 
spots it has available. These have 
replaced the 15-minute vocal periods, 
so that the network has less staff 
singers than ever before. 

WOR’s New Sustainers 

WOR, N. Y., program, ‘Laff ’n’ 
Swing’ shifts from local to network 
coverage Feb. 12. Same night WOR 
itself picks up a new one, ‘Dinner at 


Home’ with Gaynor Maddux in 9:15- 
9:30 spot. 


‘Comedy By,’ with a guest come- 
dian each week gets its first airing 
Feb. 16, local, 9:30-10 p.m. All are 
sustainers, 
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$100,000 AWARD 


Small Radio Sets Involved in Chicago 
Jury Decision 








Chicago, Jan. 23. 
Jury here last week awarded 
Viadimir Polydoroff damages of 
$100,000 against the Johnson Labora- 
tories and its president, Victor S. 


Johnson, on breach of contract in- 
volving the use of the Polydoroff 
core, 

Suit alleged that Johnson had not 
given Polydoroff the promised five 
percent of stock in the laboratories 
in return for patent rights to Poly- 
doroff patents, including the core, 
which is used in construction of 
small radios. 





Mostly Entertainment, 
Minimum of Gab, On 
KDKA Infantile Bit 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 

Following its recently adopted 
policy of cutting straight talk to a 
minimum, KDKA last week sold 
local President’s Birthday Ball com- 
mittee against usual practice of se- 
ries of five-minute speeches by civic 
and political leaders. 
man D. Gregory, station manager, 
persuaded charity org to use stage 
celebrities on the brief spots, letting 
them use most of the time in enter- 
tainment specialties and _ utilizing 
only 30 seconds for the plug. 

Result was that Simone Simon, 





Instead, Sher- ! 


Jello’s 7c Charity Charge 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

For the first time in Coast history an admission will be charged to a 
commercial broadcast when Jack Benny airs his Jello program from 
Oakland Civic Auditorium Jan. 28. NBC let down the bars when 
Young & Rubicam asked for permission to put a price of 75c. on the 
ducats. Figured the double airing will net around $5,000 for FDR’s 
pet charity. 

Benny flies his full crew north including Phil Harris’ band. For their 


six bits ducat holders will see the broadcast and a special afterpiece 
the troupe will put on. 








_ Mitzi Green, Stepin Fetchit, Jack 
| Whiting, Mary Brian, Art Jarrett 
/and Marty May, all of ‘Three After 
| Three,’ put on individual show-wise 





chin, Johnny (Scat) Davis, Cliff Ed- 
wards and 3 Stooges expected to fole 
low up in next week, along with 





_brevities and got the message across | Willie and Eugene Howard, Ben. . 


much more effectively. Eddy Du-/! Blue, Ella Logan and Ann Miller. 








Mid-Western Farmers 


Listen Because — 


The WLW Microphone Brings 
Them All Major Farm Events 


Records show that the: WLW Agricultural 


Special Events Staff 


miles in 1939 (enough mileage to go one and 


one-half times around 


every important event of interest to farmers 


in WLW-land. 


Whether it is an Exposition in Kansas City, 
New Orleans or New York, or an event ona 
nearby farm, if it is attuned to the life of 
rural WLW-land our Agricultural staff is 


there to bring it to 


That is one reason why listening to WLW is 
an established farm habit—one reason why 
WLW is the Number One buy for manv- 
facturers wishing to reach the greatest rural 
audience in the country. 





WLW 


pee Sort 
%; 


traveled 36,312 man- 


Se | 








LUCKY BOY THE 2ND, Grand Champion Fat Steer 
at the International Livestock Show at Chicago— 
an event thoroughly covered by WLW. 





the world) in bringing 


mid-western farmers. 


IN 1939, FARMERS HEARD THESE SPECIAL FARM 
EVENTS BROADCAST ON WLW. 


International Livestock Exposition, Chicago, Ill. 

American Royal Livestock Exposition, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

World Poultry Congress, Cleveland, O. 

Farm Programs at World’s Fair, New York. 

Ohio State Grange Annual Meeting, Columbus, O. 

National 4-H Club Congress. 

American Farm Bureau Annual Meeting, Chicago 

Ohio State Corn-Husking Contest 


Farm & Home Weeks from State Agricultural 
Colleges in Ohio, Indiana, West Virginia, 
and Kentucky 

Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Conventions 


Mid-American Farm Chemurgic Conference, 
Columbus, O. 











Editor WALTER LLOYD 
of the Ohio Farmer 
and WLW Farm 
Announcer Ed 
Mason at the Ohio 
State Corn-Husking 
Contest at Dela- : 
ware, Ohio, October ; 
27, 1939. 


STUCK IN THE MUD, but the WLW Mobile Unit gets through to pick up 
another farm event for rural listeners of the Nation’s Station. 
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BUREAU OF MISSING BUSINESS 





(Of widespread interest to all radio stations is the question of how 
to crack the local department store which snoots the “new adver- 
tising medium, professes itself fully satisfied as is, gives most of its 


advertising to dailies, and to the e 
has often wished it to fail. 
Intermittently this problem ha 
‘Bureau of Missing Business’. 
all odds the most significant 


The present report is, however, by 
development, as distinct from mere 


table talk by and between broadcasters. ) 


xtent that it has tried radio at all 


s been discussed by VARIETY’S 





An extended discussion on the use 


staged last Wednesday (17) at the National Retail Dry Goods convention, 


assembled at the Pennsylvania hotel, 


from the big stores really let down their hair, 
crusading terms, and sometimes asking questions about the medium which 
bespoke a sub-grade school acquaintance with the ether art. Attended by 
(including one agency man who sneaked in a plug 


perhaps 150 persons 
for the 15% commish), the conclave 


of the whole convention—a fact which should give broadcasters heart that 
the department stores may. yet pour out the milk. 


of radio by department stores was 


New York City. The boys and gals 
sometimes touting radio in 


was informally voted as the hottest 





Basically, the following tenets? 
about the use of radio by department | 
stores were more or less formally 
established: 


1. That radio has definitely proved | 
that it can do a good job for depart- | 
ment stores by providing a medium | 
for personalized, institutional plugs; | 
by expanding the store’s advertising 
into outlying trading areas, or even 
creating new marketing territories; 
by providing a means of dramatiz- 
ing store policies (such as credit 
business, etc.); and by directly help- 
ing to sell merchandise on the same 
footing with the visual media. Great 
emphasis was put on the fact that 
radio is an ‘intimate,’ personal me- | 
dium of approach. 

2. That it is foolish to ‘test’ radio | 
by using a few announcements and 
expecting walloping results. Con- 
sistent campaigning, preferably 
every day of the week in 15-minute 
parcels, was advocated heavily. Spot 
announcements were generally 
frowned upon as lacking proper con- 
sistency and sock. A.year was not 
considered too long as a trial period. | 


3. That the best way to set up a) 
radio budget is to take it from the} 
general advertising appropriation, or 
create a special budget. Stealing 
money from other media, or forcing 
the buyers of certain departments to 
act as guinea pigs by using some of 
their specially-appropriated money, 
was characterized as inviting head- 





It was repeatedly pointed out that it 
is difficult to assign definite ‘pull’ to 
any one medium when the store uses 
several media. Hence, radio should 
not be penalized. It was also pointed 
out that radio's effectiveness can only 
be established after a fair trial— 
which means, preferably, a year’s | 
trial. | 

5. That department stores should 
willingly take the advice of radio 
people in using radio; and, vice versa, 
the radio people should offer depart- 


department stores, were answered by 


cluded Erwin Wolf of Kaufmann’s, 
Pittsburgh; Lois Munn of Hengerer’s, 
Buffalo; George Slockbower of Bam- 
berger’s, Newark; and Benjamin 
Posen of Hochschild-Kohn, Balti- 
more. The second panel was com- 
posed of Kenneth Taylor of Taylor’s, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Marvin Oreck of 
Oreck’s, Duluth; C. I. Burtanger of 
Rike-Kumler’s, Dayton; and Manus 
Roizen of Edward's, Buffalo. Walter 
Johnson, sales manager of WTIC, 
Hartford, read the queries to the two 
boards of experts—the ‘experts’ be- 
ing department store people who 
had used radio over a fairly extend- 
ed stretch. 

Stenographic transcripts of the 
confab are being prepared by the 
NRDGA, and will be ready in about 
'a week. The following is by a 
Variery reporter present at the 


meeting: 
PART I 


(This portion of the discussion 
was devoted to the general topic of 
radio’s effectiveness.) 


Q. Why use radio? Erwin Wolf 
answered by stating that the me- 
dium’s coverage is excellent and 
hence valuable advertising ammuni- 
tion. He also identified progressive 
stores with a progressive new busi- 
ness, such as radio. 


Benjamin Posen added that radio’s 
use is justified on the grounds that it 


| ean sell reasonable amounts of mer- 


chandise. 
Lois Munn claimed that the spoken 





ment stores the type of cooperation | 


word is friendly and attention-get- 
ting, and that one great virtue in 


which is necessary to the stores’|radio advertising lies in providing 


complicated kind of business. 


It was also hinted quite point- 
edly—and importantly—that the 
media now used by department 
stores (window displays, counter 
displays, newspapers, and direct 
mail) are just about at the 
zenith of effectiveness. . Hence 
any expansion of advertising 
strategy might well be in the di- 
rection of radio. This important 
point was coupled with a corol- 
lary to the effect that radio cov- 
erage, generally being bigger 
than newspaper coverage (in 
terms of potentials), can open 
new market areas and promote 
new customers. 


‘Infe, Piéase’ Pattern 


“The two-hour session, patterned 
after ‘Information, Please,’ was 





aches and courting disaster. 
4. That measurement of the re- 


chairmanned by Willard Campbell 
of the G. Fox store in Hartford. 


the store with a certain kind of per- 
sonality. 


George Slockbower figured that 
radio had a double-edged effective- 
ness in being able to build individual 
departments and/or general store 
traffic. 


All the experts agreed that radio 
was out of the kiddie stage, and de- 
served a better break than it is cur- 
rently getting. 

Q. Has size of city anything to do 
with radio’s effectiveness? George 
Slockbower briefly answered that 
there was no apparent reason why 
radio shouldn’t be as effective for a 
small-town store as a metropolitan 
store, or vice versa. 

Q. Is radio flexible enough? Wil- 
lard Campbell, an ardent radio en- 
thusiast, claimed that radio was more 
flexible than anything yet invented. 
He cited instances where his store 
had prepared scripts in advance for 














sults radio produces should be fair.' Questions, submitted im advance by such contingencies as storms, etc., 


ee 











two panels of experts. First one in-| 


and had sold a whale of a lot of mer- 
chandise by tying up with the 
weather, etc. . 


PART II 


(This discussion was devoted to 
suitable programs) 

Q. What is the best time for a re- 
tail program? Ken Taylor said this 
was an individual problem depend- 
ing on whom the store wanted to 
reach by way of audience, and what 
was for sale. Early morning and 
periods in the evening were cited as 
times to catch a good adult audience, 

Q. Dees the type ef merchandise 
advertised have anything to de with 
the time peried selected? Manus 
Roizen said there was a very definite 
correlation. It would be silly, he 
said, to advertise workmen’s shoes 
in the morning when workmen are 
at their jobs. He added that radio’s 
value lies in being able to catch the 
right audience for the right merchan- 
dise by manipulation of time periods. 

Q. Which type of program is best 
for the department store? Marvin 
Orek answered by saying that all 
types of programs are useful. Ken 
Taylor interposed by saying that 
spot announcements are of limited 
usefulness, and serve best as re- 
minder advertising tying in with 
other ads. Orek argued that spot 
announcements are not thus limited, 
and that they are especially useful 
in giving long sales a shot-in-the- 
arm when newspaper plugging has 
worn out its effectiveness. Taylor 
countered by saying spot announce- 
ments are too short to sell much of 
| anything. Orek persisted in his 
point that they are not too short. 

C. I. Burtanger made the point 
that a department store can’t com- 
pete with major chain programs, and 
‘ therefore should try fields which the 
chains overlook. He cited the ‘per- 

sonal shopper’ stanza as most effec- 
tive in terms of its pull and the ‘per- 
sonality’ angle it delivers. He ad- 
vocated non-musical shows for ob- 
taining ‘personality’ auras and sav- 
ing coin. : 

By implication, ‘personal shopper’ 
and other gab programs got the ma- 
jority vote, with musical clocks run- 
ning No. 2. 

Q. How many times per week 
should the program go on? C. I. 
Burtanger flatly answered that the 
oftener, the better. He said the es- 
sence of ether plugging was consist- 
ency. A shorter program broadcast 
every day was vastly favored over a 
long, infrequent stanza. 

Q. What type of music is best? 
The question drew some hemming 
and hawing, most of the experts ap- 
parently not being great music en- 
thusiasts. They advocated that the 
station should be consulted in select- 
Ing music, and finally forgot the 
matter entirely when they became 
interested in upbraiding both sta- 
tions and department stores for not 
showing better cooperation. 

Q. How should radio be promoted 
with the store personnel? Ken Tay- 
lor said the same aids should be 
given as are accorded newspapers, 
1. e., informing the clerks of adver- 
tised items, etc. The point was 
quickly cleared up. : 

Q. How can department buyers be 

interested in radio? This all-impor- 
tant angle provoked some hot discus- 
sion. Marvin Orek said that buyers 
like newspaper ads because they see 
them when they appear, but fail to 
derive this reward for creative ef- 
fort as regards radio because they 
are at work when their show goes 
|on. Ken Taylor said that putting 
buyers on the air at judicious mo- 
ments might stimulate their interest. 
| This suggestion drew pro and con 
| discussion. Some of the experts 
thought that buyers already are 
| prima donnas enough without turn- 
| ing them into actors. Others thought 
| they might get mike fright and queer 
the show. It was finally decided that 
if the right buyer can be put on the 
, air at the right time, he might be- 
come a bell-cow to lead other buyers 
into using radio. It was also sug- 
gested that the most progressive 
buyer be talked into using radio, and 
work the bell-cow trick this way 
without actually putting the buyers 
on the air. Everybody agreed that 
buyérs are tough nuts to crack. 

Q. How can programs be promoted 
outside the store? Manus Roizen 
, said via ads and displays. He advo- 
cated integrating all media. 

Q. What is a geod, year-around 
radio formula? This question was a 
big order, but C. I. Burtanger came 
to the rescue. He specified: (1) care- 
ful selection of time periods, with 
| especial attention to preceding and 
| following programs to prevent mo- 
| notony and conflict; (2) primary em- 
| phasis on having a personality in the 











program who can transmit that per. 
sonality to the store itself; (3) con. 
sistency in radio advertising; and (4) 
some connection between the ether 
personality and the store, so that the 
personality can pep up the show 
among the clerks, buyers, etc. 


PART III 


(This discussion was devoted to 
radio costs.) 


Q. Has any store reported that tak- 
ing money from other media pro- 
duces better results in radio? Lois 
Munn emphatically said such an im- 
plied procedure was haywire. She 
said a brand-new budget should be 
set up in the same way newspaper 
budgets are set up. She repeatedly 
emphasized the headaches of jug- 
gling existing budgets. 

Q. How big a percentage of the 
budget is needed to give radio a fair 
trial? Erwin Wolf answered the 
question by saying that use of a defi- 
nite formula would prove to be a 
certain trap. The money spent must 
be on the basis of attempted cover- 
age, trading area to be considered, 
etc. He advocated a long radio trial 
period, preferably 52 weeks. Short 
periods in his opinion were a waste 
of money, for they resulted in no 
showing, one way or another. 


Q. What is a fair ratio of radie 
costs to sales produced? Benjamin 
Posen thought about 3%, or possibly 
3%-5%, about the same as in other 
media. Erwin Wolf disagreed de- 
cidedly. He said that ‘personality’ 
delivered by radio is not measurable, 
and that furthermore the multiple 
use of media bars effective measure- 
ment of any of them singly. George 
Slockbower pointed to radio's insti- 
tutional benefit among people who 
have never visited the store, and re- 
iterated that this factor is not sub- 
ject to measurement. Anyhow, he 
said, 80% of a store’s sales are not 
attributable statistically to any form 
of advertising, and this fact alone 
brands all attempts at hairline 
measurements as cockeyed. 

Q. How should radio costs be al- 
located? Lois Munn once more em- 
phatically made the point that radio 
costs should come from the general 
budget to avoid getting into hot 
water. After the buyers are con- 
vinced that the medium works, she 
asserted, they will willingly give 
radio portions of their individual 
budgets. George Slockbower added 
that a general budget charge for 
radio is the simplest in that it avoids 
doctored bookkeeping,  tricked-up 
sales reports, and all the other 
hocus-pocus steamed up by people 
who are not radio conscious. 

Q. Will manufacturers who co- 
operate with department stores on 
newspaper ads also cooperate on 


radio? George Slockbower said 
there was no reason why they 
shouldn’t. He said that, anyhow, 


stores should decide for themselves 
how such appropriations are to be 
used, and not leave the decision to 
the manufacturers. 


PART IV 


(This discussion was devoted to 
specific results from radio ads.) 

Q. What results are to be expected 
from radie advertising? Marvin 
Orek said that results are fourfold: 
(1) institutionalizing the store; (2) 
expanding the area from which to 
draw potentional customers; (3) 
selling specific store policies (such as 
credit accounts); and (4) selling 
merchandise. Throughout this, and 
similar queries, the experts again 
and again hammered on the angle 
that radio is a personal medium, and 
thus is invaluable. The unanimity 
of feeling on this point was notable. 
When the question of radio results 
was later discussed from the floor, 
one department store man said that 
he had actually hidden merchandise 
under the counter to test radio un- 
fairly, and that nonetheless he had 
sold so much merchandise that he 
was surprised in spite of himself. 

Q. What type of merchandise can 
radie sell? Ken Taylor thought 
radio could sell all types. Marvin 
Orek contradicted by saying that 
merchandise needing visual appeals 
—such as fashion merchandise— 
could not be sold via the air. Taylor 
countered by saying he had sold lots 
of fashion goods via the air, and that 
Orek made his mistaken contention 
by not knowing the proper meth 
for selling these goods via the ether. 
Taylor’s argument was pretty con- 
vincing, but Orek brought home the 
point, without contest, that low- 
priced merchandise is better to ad- 
vertise than high-priced types be- 
cause of radio’s great low-income 
audience. Nobody wanted to argue 





this point, and it stood. 

















a 





| 
sg 





4 
; 
t 








— January 24, 24, 1940 














BANADIANS SE 
TREATY HARDGHIF 


Convention of Private Sta- 
tions Opens in Montreal 
With Sedgwick Sounding 
Keynote of Need for Maxi- 


mum Juice 








PETITION CBC 





Montreal, Jan. 23. 

The convention of the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters (private- 
ly owned stations) opened here yes- 
terday (Monday) with the retiring 
president, Harry Sedgwick of To- 
ronto, sounding the keynote: ‘we 
need more power.’ The broadcast- 
ers will probably attempt to work 


out some plan of action hopefully 
calculated to change the policy of the 
government-owned Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., which sets the stan- 
dards for its private competitors as 
well as its own group. 


Petition to the authorities will be 
premised on the new and greater 
need about to be underscored by the 
application (this summer) of the 
North American radio reallocation 
treaty recently made operative by 
the ratification of the Mexican sen- 
ate. 


Maximum juice possible under 
radio engineering standards will be 
sought by the trade association on 
the plea that otherwise the Ameri- 
can stations on the same air chan- 
nels will, with their revised status, 
drown their ether-mates in Canada. 


Dr. Arthur Frigon, assistant 
general manager of CBC, advises 
VARIETY that government has no 
intentions of granting private 
stations increased power. The 
1,000-watt ceiling remains max- 
imum, Slight power increases in 
special emergency cases might 
occasionally be sanctioned. 


As the convention opened it was 
reported that there was some organ- 
ized effort to present an impression 
of unfluttered cordiality between the 
private station operators and the 
government. Publicity given, espe- 
cially in the states, to the alleged 
(but denied by Sedgwick) irk of 
Canadian broadcasters toward CBC 


personages, notably Gladstone Mur-|- 


ray, has apparently proved embar- 
rassing on both sides, 

Annual meeting is being held at 
the Mount Royal hotel. ASCAP 
royalty problems and governmental 
regulations anent sponsored news 


scheduled up for discussion among 
other matters, 


More than 100 broadcasters are 
here from all over Canada, with 
humerous American reps and adver- 
tising agency men also around, 





Ernest Morgan Shifted 
Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 23. 
Transfer of Ernest Morgan of 
CBL, Toronto, to CBR in this city 
has been made by Ire Dilworth, re- 
gional director of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. 
He will produce musical shows. 





Bryan Houston, manager of the 
San Francisco office of Young & 
Rubicam, Inc., and Mrs. Houston, 


Sailed for Honolulu and vacation. 
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‘ASK YANK POWER OFFSET 





Sees Caplan’s Special 


Montreal, Jan. 23. 

Rupert Caplan, producer of ‘Miss 
Trent’s Children’ for the CBC net- 
work, has been engaged to produce 
the show for the annual Canadian 
Railway Club shindig at the Windsor 
hotel Feb. 3. This is Caplan’s fourth 
consecutive yearly production for 
the members of the C.P.R. and 
C.R.N, staffs. 


Proceeds of the affair to go to the 
benefit fund for the relief of needy 
railroaders. Mammoth show of some 
25 acts picked up from local radio 
and nitery circles will be pre- 
sented, - 





KTSA, San Antonio employees 
were given an extra week’s salary 
for their bonus. The total amount 
was more than $1,000. 





AUSTRALIAN SCRIPT 


DENATURED FOR U.S.A. 





San Diego, Jan. 23. 

What’s okay for Australian ears is 
just too rough for the much-pro- 
tected U.S. dialer, according to dras- 
tic cuts required in script of ‘Im- 
perial Intrigue,’ fed to 33 Don Lee 
webbers from San Diego. Show, 
based on life of Catherine D’Medici, 
originally ran a year down under 
and is from pen of Lloyd Harris, film 
scripter. Illicit off-spring and the 
like may be okay radio drama in the 
antipodies, but not under jurisdiction 
of the FCC. 

Current version produced at 7 p.m. 
Saturdays by Sid Fuller with Mable 
Bradley, Craig Noel, Katherine Crab- 
tree and Eugene Michael topping 
cast. 





Brockington, Like Reith In England, 
Brought Back for Public Relations 





Montreal, Jan. 23. 

Canada follows Great Britain in 
bringing a former head of the na- 
tional radio system back into the 
government as administrator of ‘pub- 
lic relations’ during wartime. L. W. 
Brockington, former chairman of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Co., becomes 
War Recorder forthwith. Some 
weeks ago Sir John Reith, one-time 
boss at BBC, was placed in charge of 
British news faucets. 


Specifically, Brockington will un- 
dertake to ‘coordinate’ pictures, radio 





and press in the service of the Do- 
minion’s war effort. 


Brockington also becomes special 
adviser to the National Film Board, 
John Grierson, government film com- 
missioner, leaves for Australia short- 
ly for several months, and Col. John 
Cooper, president of the Motion Pic- 
ture Distributors and Exhibitors As- 
sociation of Canada, will replace him 
as acting commissioner. 

Several government films dealing 


with the war are being rushed to 
completion. 











WARLERA DSS 


YQ AMINE 


DES VANES 





Why a Chicago Agency 





Man Called This Area.. 


Cancriaat Weary Bole 


Because this name fits our territory like a 
glove, we say to George F. Drake of Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert, Chicago, ““Congratu- 
lations and $500!” 

Yes, ““America’s Money Belt” fits perfect- 
ly because in our combined primary area 
17% of the nation’s total cash farm income 
is produced. “Money Belt” farms average 
$1,749.00 in cash income as compared with 
the national average of $1,184 per farm. 
Within our 385 primary counties are 17% 


of the nation’s farm autos—over 25% 


the tractors. 


of 


“America’s Money Belt” is well divided 


“WMT : 


CEDAR RAPIOS 


WATERLOO 


ARWS 





N % 
ASO Wank 


ut 
§ Affileted with THE REGISTER AND TRIBUNE, Des Moines, lowe } 





population — two million of our peo- 
ole I live in in cities and towns, and nearly five 
million are rural. Its 1,500,000 familics 
spend more than $1,500,000,000 annually 


with the 96,000 retail outlets 


in the area, 


among which are 20,630 retail food stores, 
14,873 filling stations, 4,117 apparel stores 


and 3,048 drug stores. 
For advertisers who enjoy 


working in 


‘Pay Dirt” we have a far greater prize than 
that paid for the winning name—a 112 bil- 
lion dollar market put right in your lap by 
The Cowles Stations on one low combina- 
tion rate. May we show you how it’s done? 





Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY 













82 VARIETY __ RADIO 


TELEVISION HEARINGS SHOW CONFLICTS, 
LITTLE AGREEMENT ON: PROPER STEPS 


' 


‘experts, was hopeful that refinements 


Kesten Favors 8-10 Year ‘Freezing’ — New York will make television images as fine 
| as motion pictures. 


City’s Unfair Advantage Cited by Caldwell — C. A. Priest’s Angle 


i ¢ ible’ Nearest thing to enthusiastic en- 
Some Think RMA Standards ‘Best Possi acrearest, thing, to enthusiastic en- 


came from C. A. Priest, one of the 
, General Electrjc engineers, whose 
Washington, Jan. 23. , outfit so far attempting to fix specifi- | chief purpose was to protest the al- 
Violent differences of opinion , cations. ij , location plan yon eas Pd —_— 
; | Result of the wide divergence of nels mapped out for any an 
eet he pareeemen ana weed ee is likely to be a stop-gap Bridgeport. He termed the RMA 
treatment of television cropped UP | under which the Commish will en- | specifications the best possible com- 
last week at FCC hearings on regu-! deavor to lay down some require-' promise. The industry must make 
latory policies and allocating meth- | ments as to service without dictating | up its mind to be satisfied with the 
_ ods, surprising industry members as | how transmitters shall operate. | technique at some particular point 
well as the Government whip- | As was expected, various objec- and attempt to build from there, or 
crackers, Whether to keep it in the tions were registered against the al- | it will be compelled to keep experi- 
hothouse or put it outdoors seems locating formula recommended by , menting for a long time, he argued. 
liable to become one of the toughest ' the special FCC last year, even He received some backing from the 
decisions the Commission has faced | though the range of testimony was | Don Lee group, which held that tele- 
in many years. so restricted that no individual ar-'| vision has arrived, from Robert 
Amazing amount of dissatisfaction; guments could be made. Ex-/ Robins of Cath-Ray Electric Lab- 
with the proposed standards of Radio| treme_ position on this issue was oratories and to a lesser degree from 
Manufacturers Association—given an | taken by John V. L. Hogan (WQXR, Paul W. Kesten, CBS v.p. 
oblique boost but neither adopted; N. Y.), president of Radio Pictures,’ Three possible courses were advo- 
nor endorsed directly by the FCC| Long Island, who came out for no! cated by Kesten, who was careful 
special committee—was most per- rigid distribution scheme but urged ahout committing CBS to any one, 
plexing. After feeling that there the Commish to follow a modified | aithough personally he prefers arbi- 
were only a handful of irrecon- | catch-as-catch-can method of passing | trary freezing of the art where it is 
cilables, the Commish discovered the on applications. Besides Hogan, today. Emphasizing the need for 
preponderant majority of parties the critics of present plan included | protecting the public against obsoles- 
appearing to comment on the tenta-| Philco, General Electric, and Gen- cence, Kesten suggested the commish 
tive rules had some axe to grind.|eral Television, with Travelers In- jight authorize commercial opera- 
No clear-cut line-up, however, with surance entering a round-about ob- tion with methods now generally 
considérable hedging noticeable. jection. | tested, preventing any material 
How far the United States should; More wattage was suggested by changes for a period of eight to 10 
go toward permitting commercializa- | various experts, while there were years. Second idea would be to 
tion was almost as tough a puzzle, | complaints about the minimum an- delay expansion of operations until 
on the basis of voluminous testimony, | tenna height requirements. Don Lee | the commish decides sets could be 
as the question about indirectly ap- | felt that increased strength is needed | modified easily and inexpensively to 
proving the RMA standards. Con-|to overcome interference from dia-| keep abreast of technical advances. 
sensus appeared unfavorable to the'| thermy machines and such sources; | Third scheme is to go ahead at once 
‘limited commercialization,’ with! Phileo said that New York, with giving the public constant warnings 
most individuals wanting either no highest buildings available for trans- that their sets may be antiquated 
restrictions or no money-making at mission sites, has an unfair ad- almost over night. 
the present stage of development. | vantage over all other cities and | 
Recapitulation showed little en-| should be given the least desirable | 
thusiasm for the standards, with channels to equalize things. 
considerable sentiment in favor of| The loudest complaints 
rewriting them. There was a lot: freezing the art came from Allen B. Report now under 
of testimony to the effect that more | Dumont and Zenith, with Philco and contradicts itself, he said, in express- 
‘flexibility’ is desirable, especially if ,CBS echoing this alarm. Allof these ing fear of injury to the public 
































Engineer’s Plaything 


| Conflict in the philosophy of the 
about FCC committee troubled Kesten. 
consideration ! 


; they disagreed about the best way 








the FCC is not going to allow tele- were pretty much in agreement that! through obsolescence while still 
vision operators to go on a basis more time should be allowed for opening the door for regular pro- | 
of unrestricted commercial operation. | completion of research and experi-! grame service. Before television can | 
About the only support for the RMA | mentation now in process before de-' go anywhere it must become the) 
proposals was found in the failure! ciding positively what technique ‘domain’ of the broadcasters, not the | 
of some parties to object. While| should be employed. | plaything of engineers, Kesten ad- 
the FCC has been careful about sug-| Optimistic about his novel theories, ‘vised. He was not enthusiastic about 
gesting that operators and set manu- | Dumont cautioned against any poli- | commercialization, although he took | 
facturers be required to conform to |cies tending to standardize on 441 the slant that steady programs are 
these standards, the matter is im-| lines and 30 frames. Dr. Thomas T. imperative to stimulate growth. A 


portant because the RMA is the only ' Goldsmith, Jx., one of the Dumont; second service in New York, he! 
ERE “aoe pa 














KLZ Stokes SALES 


and sponsor’s ‘‘new experience’’ 
above former peak 


ups sales 30% 





&, 
: Ray ry.” -—_ — 
® Denver’s Stokes Canning Company cast its = eta wd 
lot with KLZ for the first time in 1939. Radio on 
ae 


advertising was admittedly “a new experi- 
ence.” The addition of KLZ was the only 
change in Stokes’ advertising program from 
previous years. Yet by November 1st Stokes’ 
sales were up 22% from the corresponding 
period in 1938! November advance orders 
were 30% above any month in Stokes’ his- 
tory! Sales which had been confined to the 
immediate Denver trade area spread out intu 
new markets in four states! A new experience 


indeed for Stokes Canning Company .. . or 
any advertiser who uses KLZ for the first 
time. Yet to scores of advertisers who have 
watched KLZ move merchandise for them 
year after year this is an old and familiar 
story. KLZ always stokes sales in the Denver- 
Rocky Mountain area. KLZ invariably fuels 
merchandising programs to unprecedented 
highs. KLZ constantly kindles enthusiasm. 
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predicted, would stimulate the sale 
of 10,000 to 15,000 sets in a year. 

Any material change in technique 
after an operating industry becomes 
firmly established would inflict se- 
vere damage on stations, Kesten 
warned. The public would direct 
their antagonism at operators, not 
manufacturers, whenever they found 
that existing sets no longer were 
capable of bringing in images. 

Urging that standards be frozen 
for a long period, if adopted at all, 
Kesten felt that less than half the 
potentialities have been exploited at 
present. It will be possible, he main- 
tained, to improve transmission and 
reception greatly within the limits 
now proposed by the RMA without 
involving costly changes in sets. He 
was hopeful that in a 10-year pe- 
riod, 30% of American homes would 
be equipped with receivers, an esti- 
mate which he termed the most opti- 
mistic practical outlook. Long time 
would be imperative, because public 
is not going to sink cash in expen- 
sive sets that may be outmoded in a 
year or two. 








OF FUNDS IT 
ASKED 


Washington, Jan. 23, 

Only a fractional cut in the in. 
creased fund sought by the FCC to 
expand regulatory activities in the 
year opening July 1 was made in the 
house last week. In accordance 
with general policy, no money was 
made available for staff promotions 
and the $8,660 asked to pay clerical 
workers needed to attend to work 
of the Interdepartmental Radio Ad- 
visory Committee was denied. 

Total approved by the house is 
$2,116,340, a jump of $278,165 over 
the current year’s allowance. With 
the increase, the Commish can hire 








Tiff between Louis G. Caldwell, | 
counsel for Philco, and Chairman | 
James L. Fly over consideration of 
the proposed allocation table fea- 
tured one session. The barrister 
maintained he had been assured 
nothing definite would be done about 
agreeing on a distribution plan until 
more consideration could be given 
the effect of the proposed system on 
existing stations and all applicants. 
Fly countered that there was no such 
understanding and that, without con- 
sidering merits of any individual re- 
quest for a berth, the commish must 
take up this phase of the problem 
as a ‘legislative’ matter. 


The table is unduly favorable to 
New York, Caldwell maintained, tes- 
tifying himself in the absence of any 
exports competent to go into detail 
on this question. Philadelphia sets 
the ninth worst assignments of the 
10 biggest cities, he complained. 


More information about the eco- 
nomic side, some of it conflicting, 
was derived from Aldren Morton, 
NBC vice-prexy in charge of video 
operations, and Adrian Murphy, the 
CBS television director. Both felt 
that the future is uncertain, but 


to advance the art. 


After Dr. Peter Goldmark, the 
web’s chief engineer, had told of 
probable difficulties in atempting to 
split channels with other operators, 
Murphy explained the CBS fear that 
time-sharing will have financial rep- 
ercussions. Capital will be scared 
unless there is assurance of the right 
to use facilities, Murphy commented. 
Goldmark previously had said the 
present sharing arrangement  be- 
tween CBS and Phileo is so-so but 
would not be suitable for regular 
service. 

Mild CBS objections to the alloca- 
tion table were registered. Al- 
though Dr. Goldmark admitted the 
two occupants are getting along 
agreeably at present, he felt that 
CBS and Philco cannot do right by 
the public if forced to divide the 


several new attorneys, engineers, and 
accountants, as well as clerical per- 
sonnel, and will be able to moderne 
ize and improve its various monitor. 
ing stations. One purpose of the ex- 
pansion will be to keep a closer eye 
on applicants, with some of the 
added workers to be assigned to 
special checking of papers and look. 
ing into the identity and qualifica- 
tions of license-seekers. 

Apprehension that the bolstered 
legal staff will become an OGPU 
and cause much trouble demanding 
facts about programs has drawn un- 
official disclaimers. The motive be- 
hind the increase is to insure better 
preparations of cases, it has been ex- 
plained, so the Commish will not 
have to accept testimony and written 
declarations at face value or depend 
upon attorneys for rival interests to 
bring out pertinent information at 
hearings. 

The bill containing the FCC funds 
now is under scrutiny by the senate 
appropriations committee, which or- 
dinarily slashes funds below house 
levels. 





Joe Penner in Town 


Joe Penner and his radio troupe 
arrived in New York Monday (22) 
following completion of RKO film, 
‘Millionaire Playboy.’ He’ll do four 
of his Ward Baking Co. broadcasts 
from Manhattan, returning to the 
Coast about Feb. 16. 

Penner declared the move east was 
occasioned by fact that his program 
is not carried on the Coast and he 
wants to get reaction to it from 
people who hear it. 


GENE ARNOLD’S SIDE JOB 

Ft. Worth, Jan. 23. 
Gene Arnold, former Sinclair m.e., 
now appearing via KGKO for Texas 
Electric Service on four weekly 
quarter-hours, will m.c. local Moslah 
Mastodon Minstrels (Shrine) Feb. 
23-24 from Will Rogers Memorial 
Coliseum. Ed Lally, KGKO program 











ribbon. Murphy had the same idea. 

Discussing the slightly-known eco- 
nomics, Murphy was sure that sta- | 
tions must have exclusive rights to 
their channeds if they are to be 
successful. He pointed out that 
schedules will have to be increased 
in order to distribute operating 
costs. Otherwise the rates will be 
exorbitant, particularly if plants are 
held down to two hours or so daily. 
The public will not spend as much 
time viewing visual broadcasts as 
they do listening, he added, and the 
number of ‘good’ hours is restricted. 
While he was unable to guess about 
the potential rates, the CBS expert 
was positive that cost of operation | 
will be exceedingly high in compari- 
son to aural operations. 

Lifting of the commercialization 
lid was suggested by Murphy, but 
the RCA contingent, to everybodys 
surprise, did not go as far. The 
CBS exec said he could not imagine 
advertisers paying large sums to 
reach such small markets as are in 
prospect and doubted particularly if 
there would be many sponsors for 
experimental programs. No damage 
would result if operators were per- 
mitted to let their consciences guide 
them, he felt. 

The limit of one frequency to 
smaller metropolitan areas also 
drew criticism from the CBS spokes- 
man, Murphy felt there might be 
greater benefits for the public from 
competition between two outlets in 
cities of around 500,000 population 
than from one station in each of two 
cities of such size. He was not in 
the least enthusiastic about the idea 
adivanced by Chairman James L. Fly 
of having various operators using the 
same plant. The FCC leader sug- 
gested that cost could be lowered in 
this fashion, but Murphy, who 








agreed that there might be some im- 


director, will be musical director of 
affair. 

Other Fort Worth-Dallas radio en- 
tertainers slated are Bert Swor, 
Parker Wilson, Slo ’n Ezy and Bel 
Canto Quartet. 


provement in service, said such ar- 
rangements are uneconomic. 

The bullish outlook of RCA-NBC 
was made clear when Frank Wozen- 
craft confidently keynoted ‘television 
is here.’ His optimistic view was 
echoed by Morton and Thomas F. 
Joyce, v.p. of RCA Manufacturing 
Co. 
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RADIO REVIEWS 
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From the Production Centres 


PHStetdtooe 





IN NEW YORK CITY . . . 


Margaret Cuthbert showing Mrs. Knox Reeves around town over week- | 
end....Peter DeRose has a spiffy plaque from Lucky Strike for his ‘Deep ' 
Purple’ song, rated tops for 1939....Al Jolson pinch-hit for Ben Bernie | 
who had his appendix removed....24 hours after operation Bernie was 
sitting up in bed smoking one of his knockout cigars....Whole Sarnoff | 
clan, including David, showed up at Clay Morgan’s cocktail party Sunday 
afterncon.... at the same shindig Bruce Barton discovered two constitu- | 
ents from his congressional district and anxiously inquired if they were 
dressed warmly and had their rubbers. ...Al McCosker of WOR is strictly | 
orange juice at parties... .Edward Bernays will give a suitable prize for 
anybody bouncing home with word-substitute for ‘propaganda’. vat 

Matt Crowley has replaced Bill Spargrove as N. Y. announcer on Chase 
& Sanborn....Jean King spieling on ‘Lorenzo Jones’ instead of Don Lowe 
_.,.Chick Vincent directing the new Bixby-Becker script ‘This Day Is | 





One Advantage 





Fred Allen, in cross-fire with 
the head of American Television 
Co., last week quipped: 

‘Television will enable the 
people at home to find out what 
audiences in radio studios have 
been laughing at for past 10 
years.’ 
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TED STEELE 

With Margaret Daum, Nola Day 
15 Mins. 

GLIDER SHAVE CREAM 
Friday 7:45 P.M. 

WEAF-NBC, N. Y. 


(J. Waiter Thomnson) 


In a quarter hour Steele, Mar- 
garet Daum, concert soloist, and Nola 
Day, pop singer, crammed in no less 
than nine tunes, six of ’em vocals. 
What was offered was done com- 


|petently enough but there was too | bit, aciing out of the day’s 
;much of it and not enough of any | ture. 
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with Judith March, Fred Heward, 
Melba Lee, Chris Ferd, Kay Miller, 
Harriett Linehan, Frank Mills 
Transcribed Dramatic Serial 
15 min. Regienal 
UNIVERSAL MALLS 
M-W-F, 10:30 a.m. 
KTSA, San Antonio 
(Evans & LeMay) 


From the Dallas studios of the 
Lone Star Chain in the interests of 
Universal Mills gold chain brand of 


‘DEAREST MOTHER’ 





flour comes this transcribed series | 
billed as ‘radio’s most exciting love | 
story.’ Judith March plays a gal who 
through a misunderstanding at home 
had to leave for the big city and 
start life anew. Before leaving she 
promises her mother that regardless , 





of where she is or what she is doing | 
‘she will write her a letier each day. | 


Each program opens wiih the: 
, words penned by Rita Morgan to her | 


| mother hence program title ‘Dearest | 


| Mother,’ then follows the dramatic 


adven- | 
Opening broaccast found the | 


BILLY B. VAN 

‘Spreading New Engiand’s Fame’ 
iw Mins.—Regional 

WRIGLEY 

Sunday, 6 p.m. 

WcCSH-YN, Portland, Me. 

This, the third stop in a 13-week 
air junket around the New England 
towns possessing Yankee Network 
outlets, finds Biily B. Van, former 
musical comedy funnyman, soap 
manufacturer, Mayor oi Newport, 
N. H., amd professional Yankee, 
pushing a cast of nervous local ama- 
teur musicians and mikemen through 
a series of turns that proves to be 
more patriotic than entertaining. It’s 
smart local exploitation for the 
chicle, but why pipe it over a net- 
work? 

The Katahdin Mountaineers opened 
for a flash of the regional hillbilly 
style, with Van soon cutting them 
off to discover that the leader of the 
outfit works at the local gashouse, 
that another is a barber, etc. From 
then on the same; folksy is the word. 


Mrs. Kathleen Lennaville (Nee 


to appeal to vzeried listening anpc- 


‘ 


‘the heroine hed rented a rcom. Be- | the credit for the launching of her 


Ours’ on NBC....cast includes Joan Banks, Jay Jostyn, Effie Palmer, |tites put it succeeded in doing jittle fore unpacking, she staris her daily | brother, Rudy; the balance was as- 


House Jameson, Agnes Moorhead, Alan Devitt, Frank Lovejoy, Ann Boley, | 
Chester Stratton, Elaine Kent, Leslie Bingham....NBC retains Paul Wing’s | 
Spelling Bee as Cummer Products withdraws. ...‘One of the Finest’ added 


] 


Leif Erickson as Carlton Young stepped out.... |chord saluting bandleader Tommy | 


Ted Sisson, staff producer for Pedlar & Ryan, leaves next week for the 
Coast to be on hand for the Lady Esther show while Guy Lombardo is | 
filling his engagement at the Cocoanut Grove, L. A. First commercial from , 


this point will be Feb. 5. | 


Stanley E. Hubbard, KSTP prexy and g.m., pulled a coup de grace in) 
selling NBC in New York the idea of dispatching hometown boy Graham | 
McNamee to St. Paul to cover this burg’s winter carnival, opening Satur- | 
day (27)....Bess Flynn, Chieago scripter, has moved to New York.... | 
Knowles Entrikin has waxed a dramatic series which NBC is submitting | 
for sponsorship. 

New York local of the American Federation of Radio Artists tossed its 
first party and show Saturday night (20) at the Plaza hotel, N. Y. Johnny 
Green’s band supplied music and about 1,500 attended. 

Shirley Howard, singer, does one-shotter on Tommy Riggs show Monday , 
(29)....Dinah Shore begins a new sustaining spot on the Blue at 5:15 p.m. | 
Sunday this week (28)....WMPS, Memphis, and WTJS, Jackson, Tenn., | 
join the Mutual web (KADA, Oklahoma, studios burned last week).... | 
Bing Crosby switched guest shct on Coast ‘Nobody’s Children,’ Mutual net | 


show, from Jan. 28 to Feb. 18. | 


| 

IN HOLLYWOOD ... | 
John Royal in from New York for a few days of confabbing on NBC 

programing with John Swallow....Les Atlass reading the sub-zero weather | 
reports from Chicago while sunning himself in front of Columbia Square | 
....Leo Fitzpatrick and John Patt back to Detroit and Cleveland, respec- | 
tively, after officiating at ceremonies attending full time operation of | 
KMPC in Bevhills....John Halloran transferred from N. Y. to Young & | 
Rubicam’s Hollywood script staff. His “To the Memory of’ will serve 
Geraldine Fitzgerald as a Silver Theatre vehicle Jan. 28....The day Dick 
Marvin got to town, Joe Donahue, William Esty Coast radio director, got 
spilled by a reckless motorist. Hosp attendants patched him up and sent 
him home. He’ll be out from under the bandages in a week... .Tiny Ruff- 
ner, self-exiled in Chile, divorced by his wife last week....Bill Anderson 
directing the publicity at KMPC on a move from Oklahoma City... .George 
Fisher to New York for a pair of broadcasts....Relations between Los 
Angeles stations and newspapers are improving to a point where two trade 
deals have been struck. In return for Bill Henry using KNX facilities to 
plug his L. A. Times column, sheet is carrying institutional copy in dis- 
play space. Evening News is playing along with KF1 on a similar arrange- | 
ment. Bernie Smith writes a column about KFI-KECA programs and | 
Publisher Manchester Boddy spouts on the mike. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


Escorts and Betty go into the Balaban & Katz Chicago next week for 
first Chicago stage appearance....Donelda Penman and Bob Behrens added 
to cast of the ‘Li'l Abner’ show....Louise Fitch doubling from ‘Manhattan 
Mother’ to ‘Romance of Helen Trent’ show... .Judith Waller, NBC educa- 
tional chief here, now honorary member of the Beta Epsilon Phi radio | 
fraternity . ...Henry Armetta in new radio show, ‘Mama Loves Papa,’ be- 
ing offered around agencies....Les Atlass flew his family and self out to | 
the Coast for a quickie visit. 
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Lian Kadio Dissélors: 
£A% : 
| It’s strictly a matter of balance. If you 

want to stand firmly in the Omaha mar- 
ket plant one foot in the cornfields of 


western Iowa and the other in the live- 
stock and packing centers of Nebraska. 














| 
| 








WOW coverage maps coincide almost 
exactly with the map of the Omaha mar- 
ket. Now, with 5,000 watts day and night 
—on 590 kilocycles—WOW will give you 
quality coverage that no other station can 
approach. 

Yours very truly, 


WOW Ais | 
aah | 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA Omaha, Nebraska “ 











‘but bewilder, changes in pace being evr to her mother. 


too swift. 


Midway it settled into some sem- 
blance of form with Steele’s Nova- 


Dorsey by playing ljatter’s theme and 
‘Marie.’ At least the musical train 
stayed on one track for more than 
one sicp during that interlude (;ro- 
gram will salute one bandleader in 
such manner each week). Of the 
vocals Miss Day’s opening ‘I Like to 
Recognize the Tune’ aired best. 
Commercials, still themed around 
the ‘one man in seven wno shaves 
daily,’ got in three innings beside the 
lyrical short ones piped by the tw 
singers. Wood. 


ANNOUNCERS’ FROLIC 
15 Mins.—Lecal 
Sustaining 

Baily, 4:15 p.m. 

WHAS, Leuisville 

At show caught, emcee Bill. Bryan 
explained that program was a hodge- 
podge of screw-ball stuff, designed 
to garner a few laughs and give the 
announcers something to do to keep 
’em out of mischief. Script is on the 
wacky side, and introes the spielers 
as the Seven Question Marks, or 
Seven Pharaohs of Egypt. Comedy 
efforts are interspersed with lively 
numbers bv staff orchestra directed 
by Bobby Hutsell. 

Much ribbing on the show be- 
tween participants, with Bryan read- 
ing several insulting fan letters. 
Boys indulged in a session reading 
tongue twisters. and brought laughs 
from studio visitors. 

Show ‘is what is known as A 
clean fun, and allows the talkers to 
blow off steam. Hold. 


James Hatfield, chief engineer for 
KIRO, Seattle, to New York and 
Washington, D. C., for consultation 
on new transmitter. 





| Sparkle in the Sibelius Fifth Sym- 


| by the landlady who wel- 
| comes her and tells her that regard- 
‘less of what any other person tells 
| her to keep the room she has rented. 

This is followed by several of the 
neighbors who come in and tell girl 
_to move out of the room. Each one 
‘refuses to tell the reason why she 
| must leave the room. After making 
'a dinner date with cne of the board- 
ers she finishes her letter which 
places the action of the following 
oroadcast. 

Program as a whole seems likely 
to hold attention. Most flour spon- 
sors hereabouts think radio and hill- 
billy fiddlers are one and the same. 

Andy. 


Follow-Up Comment 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Paulette 
Goddard, Frank Morgan, Mary 
Forbes, Margot Stevenson and Roy 
D’Arcy played a brief adaptation of 
\‘Benvenuto Cellini” on the Gulf- 
Sereen Guild program over CBS 
'from Hollywood last Sunday night 
| (21). Piece was treated in a fairly 
broad comedy vein but it was only 
mildly successful for radio. Fair- 
banks had the proper dash in the 
title part, Morgan repeated his ste- 
reotype set of mannerisms and 
D’Arcy was a teeth-clenching heavy. 
Miss Goddard and Miss Stevenson 
sounded too much alike. 


Robert Weede and the Radio City 
Music Hall orchestra, with Erno Ra- 
pee batoning, turned in a pleasant 
session of concert and opera selec- 
tions Sunday noon (21) over NBC 
red (WEAF). The baritone was im- 
pressive in numbers from ‘Andrea 
Chenier’ and “The Masked Ball,’ 
while the orchestra elicited the 


























phony. 


She is inter-' signed to the singer’s father, who 


rose to take a bow after a poem was 


,read in his honor. An usher from a 


. local film house provided imitations 
| of Donald Duck and Jimmy Durante; 
,a member of a high school band 
‘played the xylophone. Both kids 
prov-ccod painless enteritainment— 
until Ven begen quizzing them as to 
their respective outlooks on the en- 
vironment, at which time the show 
‘becomes Van talking to Van. 

| The Portland Men’s Singing Club 
| got through an item in a manner 
that, but for careless mike placement, 
‘might have mace them the standout 
of the sessicn. The municipal or- 
ganist’s showing was als». somewhat 
hampered by faulty enginecrinz. 

Something has been said of late 
anent defending democracy from its 
radio defenders. On this occasion 
Eilly B. Van found time to trot out 
the fable of the Old Glory factory 
where the weaving was done by 
Greeks, the dyeing by Italians, the 
stitching by Irishmen, the packing 
| by Turks, and the marketing by 
| Yankees, 

The commercials, which included 
a presentation to the City Council of 
a scroll containing the names of all 
the Doublemint dealers in town, 
were brief but many. Do 

n. 


Next week: Fall River. 

WLW Rural Scholarships 
Cincinnati, Jan. 23. 

Besides winning WLW’s first $500 
scholarships to study radio espects of 
the farming industry, Charles Gris- 
ham and Merton Emmert, grads of 
the Alabama and Kansas State agri- 
cultural colleges, respectively, have 








, earned jobs on this station. 


They joined WLW’s agricultural 
department last week, after complet- 
ing six months of study provided by 
the scholarships. 
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Local Radio Station 





aS Washington, Jan. 23. 

Unexplored territory for individ- 
uals who may have a yen to one day 
establish a radio station was seen 
last week in the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission’s survey on 
‘cities without adequate (radio) 
facilities,” contained in FCC’s an- 
nual report to Congress. 


Even with 778 standard and spe- 
cial broadcast stations in operation, 
Commish check-up showed that 
there are 597 towns having a popu- 
lation of more than 10,000 which do 
not have radio stations. Of these, 
464 have between 10,000 and 25,000 
inhabitants, it was further shown, 
while 133 have a population of more 
than 25,000. 

Seemingly fertile field for 
radio industry has 
however, because of Commish allo- 
cation rules which prohibit jamming 
of the ether in localities where one 
or more nearby radio stations are al- 
ready functioning. Only 113 towns, 
or 18.9%, are free from these re- 
strictions. 


the 


its drawbacks, | 


good service from a technical stand- 
point.’ 

Of the states containing the 113 
‘towns which were classified as free 
and clear from the above restric- 
‘tions, Pennsylvania led with 15 cities 
‘of more than 10,000 and less than 
'95,000 population which have no 
|radio facilities—plus one of more 
'than 25,000 population. Illinois, 
'with 10, was the runner-up, and 
‘Michigan, with seven, came third. 
| Other states where opportunity is 
‘knocking for potential broadcasters 
{are: Alabama, 1; California, 2; 
‘Colorado, 1; Connecticut, 3; Florida, 
12: Georgia, 3; Indiana, 1; Iowa, 2; 
‘Kansas, 3; Kentucky, 1; Maine, 2; 
| Massachusetts, 6; Minnesota, 2; Mis- 
| sissippi, 6; Missouri,-2; Montana, 2. 
New Hampshire, 2; New York, 6; 
,North Carolina, 3; Oklahoma, 4; 
| Rhode Island, 1; South Carolina, 1; 
‘South Dakota, 1; Tennessee, 1; Texas, 
(4; Utah, 1; Virginia, 2; Washington, 
|1; West Virginia, 1; Wisconsin, 2; 
; Wyoming, 1. 
| Twelve cities were reported as 
‘having populations in excess of 25,- 


Some 324 towns, or 543%, are 000, with no radio stations and no en- 
within one of 96 ‘metropolitan dis- | croaching service from outside trans- 


tricts’ specified by the Census Bu-' mitters, 


Listed to the following 


reau, Commish reported; seven, Or | states: 


1.2%, are adjacent or contiguous to, 
larger towns which have a radio sta- | 
tion (these larger towns are not in- 
cluded in ‘metropolitan districts’), 
153, or 25.6%, are within the 2 milli- 


volt signal intensity coverage of an | 


existing station, ‘which means that | 
such cities already receive fairly | 





Oo reentrant | 
| 





Indiana, 1; Iowa, 2; Maine, 1; New 
Hampshire, 1; New York, 3; Penn- 
sylvania, 1; South Dakota, 1, and 


| Wisconsin, 2. 


Ye 


Reed, Godfrey of Defunct 
WPG Join WBAB, A. C. 
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Atlantic City, Jan. 23. 


Norman Reed, studio manager for 
the now defunct WPG, municipal 
radio station, has been signed to 
manage the Press-Union Newspapers’ 
new radio station, WBAB, now in 
'course of construction. Assisting him 
on the technical side will be Earle 
Godfrey, engineer, also a WPG 
alumnus. Selection of the men was 
made by Albert J. Feyle, president of 
the publishing company. 

Press-Union station hopes to start 
by Feb. 1. 

Transmitting tower already erected 
on meadowland. 


Tom Wolf Leaves WOR 


Tom Wolf, night publicity editor of 
WOR, New York, has resigned to go 
with the NEA. 

Present idea is to leave the WOR 
job vacant for a while. 











ED ALESHIRE WALKS 





Quits Partnership in Benton & 
Bowles-Chicago—Policy Quarrel 





Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Ed Aleshire has withdrawn en- 
tirely from his partnership with Art 
Marquette and Stuart Sherman in 
Benton & Bowles-Chicago (sepa- 
rately set up) and will make an- 
other connection. General disagree- 
ment on policy given as reason for 
split. . 

All accounts stay with agency. 


Sooty St. Louis 
Seeks More Free 
Radio Ballyhoo 


St. Louis, Jan. 23. 

Six local stations and WTMV, 
across the river, are mulling a re- 
quest of the St. Louis C of C for 
more cuffo time to intensify the bally 
of St. Louis. Several huddles have 
been held and the larger stations are 
finding it hard to agree as their com- 
mercial commitments are such that 
they have few open spots to plug the 
town cuffo. The C of C has asked 
for 30 mins. weekly from each sta- 
tion. Currently each station, in turn, 
is dishing out 15 mins. weekly to the 
C of C’s program ‘St. Louis Set to 
Music’ and are loath to extend it. 

This burg has been given a sooty 
reputation by the three daily rags 
(two of which own KSD and KXOK) 
respectively, for the failure of the 
city fathers to eliminate the smoky 
atmospheric conditions, and it is be- 
lieved that the C of C is trying to 
overcome this scoffing by tossing in 
speakers on the ‘Set to Music’ pro- 
gram who will bally the town to the 
skies, but ignoring the smoke. Civic 
pride, boost the old home town, etc. 
are some of the pleas made by the 
C of C to the stations to dole out 
more time. 


WOAI’s 1940 Start 




















When you think of 


MEW 6 


RLEANS 


you think of: 








NEW ORLEANS 


50,000 WATTS 


The greatest selling POWER in the South's greatest city 
CBS AFFILIATE... NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE . .. THE KATZ AGENCY, INC 








San Antonio, Jan, 23. 

WOAI is starting off the year with 
la cluster of new business and re- 
|newals on both national, regional and 
} local accounts. To wit: 
| Skinner Mfg. Co. one minute e.t. 
\9 per week 13 weeks. Through Ferry 
| Hanly Co, 

Mentholatum Co. announcements. 


6 per week. 13 weeks. Through 
Dillard-Jacobs. 
Procter & Gamble ‘What’s My 


Name’ (Teal), through NBC network. 

Welch Grape Juice, 15 min. tran- 
scription with Irene Rich. H. W. 
Kastor. 

Alamo Paint & Wall Paper, an- 
nouncements, 

Carter Products, e.t.’s for Arrid, 
three per week. 


Beachnut Packing Co., 20 an- 
nouncements weekly. 13 weeks. 
Through Newell Emmet Co. 

Campbell Cereal Co.* (Malt-O- 
Meal), announcements. H. W. Kas- 
tor. 


Dr. W. B. Caldwell Co., 1 minute 
e.t’s. 17 per week. Through Ben- 
ton & Bowles. 

Cherry Specialty Co. Through Coe, 
Guy & Walter, Inc. 

Custodian Toiletries, 
|ments. H. W. Kastor. 
| Imperial Sugar, three 15-minute 
programs through Texas Quality 
Network per week. Tracy, Locke & 
Dawson. 


Martin Gosch’s Award 


Latest decoration that has hit radiv 
from the cultural and _ intellectual 


announce- 








Marsden seems to have tagged Mar- 
tin Gosch, who used to produce for 
CBS and now freelances, as the 
award’s recipient for 1939. The Har- 


the presentation. 
Singled out for the pat was Gosch’s 


‘A Drink of Water’ during the Co- 
lumbia Workshop Festival last sum- 
mer. 





George Hartrick’s Mishap 
Cleveland, Jan. 23. 
George Hartrick, WTAM anioun- 


and himself into a hospital sick-bed 
last week. 

Reported to be suffering from a 
Possible skull fracture and several 
other injuries. 
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CBS-Metro Deal Rumor 


It was reported yesterday (Tues- 
day) that CBS was interested in co- 
operating with Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer for the sale of a Metro studio 
show to an advertiser, but no one 
at the Columbia or Metro offices 
seemed to know anything about the 
tieup. 

According to the report, Louis 
Sidney would again produce the 
show, which would sell for $21,000, 
with everybody but Greta Garbo and 
Norma Shearer available from the 
Metro lot. 

Louis B. Mayer got into New York 
from Hollywood yesterday. 


“Woollcott’s Moth-Eaten 
Gags Wow Audience, 
Puzzled Daily Admits 


Minneapolis, Jan. 23. | 

In his Lyceum theatre lecture 
here, Alexander Woollcott took oc-. 
casion to impress upon his audience | 
that he did not quit the radio be-' 
cause it ‘suppressed him,’ as, he said, | 
has been inferred in numerous cir- | 
cles. 

‘I fled from the radio,’ explained 
Woollcott, ‘because the networks in- 
sisted that I sign up for 39 weeks. | 
This would have imposed a difficult | 
and disagreeable task upon me. I did | 
not feel equal to a new effusion | 
every week for eight consecutive | 
months, and I did not wish to be tied 
up in New York for so long. I had, 
other things in mind, including this! 
lecture tour and an appearance in 
California in the play, ‘The Man: 
Who Came to Dinner.’ | 


Woollcott’s frothy lecture was 
given over entirely to inconsequen- | 
tial trivialities. He talked about 
himself and never entered into any 
discussion or comment upon present- 
day problems or events. Entirely | 
eschewing the serious, he aimed for 
laughs. His stories and gags were | 
moss-covered but dressed up like a! 
florist gone arty. 


Times-Tribune headlined its report | 
of lecture ‘Woollcott’s Moth-Eaten | 
Gags Wow audience.” Yarn de-/| 
clared he (Woollcott) ‘is the one man | 
who can tell stories with knee-length | 
whispers and make them sound like | 
the cry of Baby 1940 just being left 
on the doorstep. He related his old- | 
est yarns, but the audience loved it 
-..despite the age of the gags, he 
got away with it—in the Woollcott 
way.’ 

Woollcott is said to have received 
$1,000 for the lecture, and the local 

















sidelines is the ‘Authors and Psychol- | 
ogists Award.’ Dr. William Moulton | 


vard Club was named as the place of | 


direction of Wilbur Daniel Steele’s | 


cer ran his auto into a safety zone | 


promoter claims to have lost money | 
on the appearance. Scale was $2.20 
top. 





Austin’s Squawk 

A signed story from Austin, Tex., 
! which appeared in the.World Tele- 
gram, N.Y., Saturday (20), indicates | 
that well-knowns down there are | 
;plenty peeved at the lecturing | 
| humorist who is stated to have been | 
| socially insulting. Writer indicated | 
| that if the North sent anyone like | 
him there again, Texas might secede 
| from the union. 

| ‘Maybe they call him ‘The Man | 
| Who Came to Dinner’ up your way | 
| but down here we got our own name | 
|for him and it ain't Alexander | 
| Woollcott,’ they stated. 
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Buffalo, Jan. 23. 

Non-political educators are sizzling 
over recent School Board recom- 
mendation that the time of WSVS, 
one of nation’s two high-school- 
operated stations, be cut in favor of 
commercial station WBNY. Stations 
share 1,370 k.c. wavelength. 

Recommendation would open 
WSVS one-half hour later, operating 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m., and would give 
up its one-hour afternoon time, from 
2 to 3. Latter probably would be as- 
signed to WBNY, which sought the 
period on theory Transcontinental 
would start. City Law Department 
now drawing up request to FCC. 

Answering charges of political ma- 
neuvering expressed in ‘letters-to- 
the-editor’ columns of local sheets, 
City Board Member Leston P. Faneuf 
asserted Wednesday (17) the board’s 
majority feared WSVS would be 
taken off commercial band and as- 
signed to ultra-high frequency un- 
less it gave up part of its time. 
Board vote on measure was 3-2. 

WSVS is ‘poor cousin’ among local 
stations. With other cities getting 
education-minded, board and schools’ 
superintendent, Dr. Robert T. Bapst, 
have stayed frigid to radio. Result 
is fundless WSVS, run by students 
in Seneca Vocational School, grinds 
out old phonograph platters and 
stodgy talks. 





Catholic Cage Tournament 
Sponsored in Ft. Wayne 


Ft. Wayne, Jan, 23. 

Lincoln National Bank & Trust 
Company has bought the Indiana 
State Catholic basketball tournament 
broadcast rights on WOWO and 
WGL, Ft. Wayne. This tourney is 
the fifth and final basketball package 
available for sponsorship here. 

The tournament will be held Feb. 


| 23, 24 and 25 in Fort Wayne, and will 


bring together about 10 state Cath- 
olic prep teams. 





Vancouver Power Boosts 


Vancouver, Jan. 23. 

Both CJOR and CKWX have re- 
ceived confirmation from Ottawa of 
increase in power to 1,000 watts, 
double for both. 

Reg Dagg, commercial manager for 
the latter, is in New York trying to 
drum up some new biz. 


SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 











Listen to Their Bluebird 
Recordings of ‘Starlit Hour” 
and “Buxom Barmaid”. 
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NCA MOVES TO 
SOOTH PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 23. 

Music Corporation of America and 
Local 77 of the American Federation 
of Musicians here have apparently 
smoothed over what difficulties they 
have had recently because all big 
spots in Philly had MCA bands and 
available broadcast time was tied up 
py ‘em. Local has advised all bands 
composed of 77members to register, 
they desire, for @ wholesale 
udition which MCA will conduct on 


an unnamed date. 

It’s designed to relieve the un- 
employment problem here which was 
the major source of irritation be- 
tween MCA and the local. Latter 
squawked that local talent got little 
chance to develop because of ex- 
tensive MCA bookings in this terri- 


tory. 


Joe Marsala to Expand 
| At Fiesta Danceteria; 
| MCA Reported Unpleased 


} 

Decision of Fiesta Danceteria, New 
York, to allow Joe Marsala to en- 
|large his small orchestra into a full- 
isize outfit and become the _ spot’s 
house band ran into objections from 
‘Music Corporation of America last 
week, even though MCA currently 
manages Marsala. Policy of the 
Fiesta has been three bands, one 
name group, Marsala’s small unit and 
ja Latin combo. 

Fiesta wants to ease overhead by 

iding Marsala’s full-size bunch 
nto a draw and use such better 
known crews as the current Gene 
Krupa only one or two weeks a 
month. That’s the reason for MCA’s 
objections. However, Marsala is go- 
ing ahead enlarging the band, despite 
MCA’s alleged hint that broadcast 
wires may become unavailable to the | 
spot. 

Marsala had a full-size group out 
jon tour last summer after a long 
(stretch at the Hickory House, N. Y., 
iwith such a small bunch as he’s now 
jleading. He dropped it just before 
this wife, Adele Girard, harpist mem- 
jber of the band, gave birth to a son 
iJast fall, She’s to play in the new | 
jfull-size attempt. 
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Band 


NOW SORRY SHE 
SHOT HUBBY 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 
Martha G. (Ginger) Harrison, half 
of the hillbilly nite club team of Tex 





here last week under bond of $7,500 
on a charge of shooting her husband, 
Joseph E. (Tex) Harrison with in- 
tent to kill. 
before under like bail. 

Shooting took place in court last 
month as the climax to a series of 
domestic troubles. Mrs. Harrison at 
first expressed her chagrin that a 
Texas cowgirl could miss such an 
easy mark, but later said she was 
sorry and a reconciliation was un- 
derstood to have taken place. For 
last few months, Harrisons have op- 
erated a nite club ‘Dude Ranch’ here. 
Her original bail was fixed at $10,000, 
but later reduced. 

Mrs. Harrison faces trial accused 
of violating firearms act and a 
morals charge. Her husband is ac- 
cused of assault and battery and a 
morals offense. Police found him in 
an Ohio town with a waitress from 
the Harrisons’ tavern, 


INKSPOTS DOUBLING, 








into 
their 


Inkspots may be_ forced 
uniquely doubling between 


stand and the Apollo theatre in Har- 
lem for five days beginning Feb. 2. 
Paramount show with Bob Chester’s 





' 
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‘ 

Martin Block resumed his ‘Make- 
Believe-Ballroom’ dances at Manhat- 
itan Center, N. Y.. Jan. 23-24 but 
(changed their format. Instead of 
jhiring name bands of the higher 
ibrackets, he put crews from last 
a s large crop before the type of 


Martin Block Promoting | 


ungsters who support such out- 


ui 
ra 


b 


il 


First was Bobby Byrne, who 
ulled out of a long stand at Brook- 
yns Roseland Ballroom last week. 
neces go two nights because 


‘femmes are deadhead 
Hing in 50c, ee 


Miller, 
lenn M 
lo chestras 


Kaye On Ballroem 
: = Rag Sammy Kaye 
on tap Feb. 8 at 
lnc, Ambassador Hotel, N, Y., for the 
| Blosk ee eniversary party for Martin 
aid s Make-Believe-Ballroom, re- 

se Program on WNEW, N. Y. 
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Dances Again in N.Y.C.. 


band, Roy Davis, Gracie McDonald 
and Bert Wheeler is to be held over 
a third week, which would overlap 
five days into the Spots’ contracted 
for date at the Apollo. 

Uptown house doesn’t want to let 
the quartet out of its agreement nor 
does it want them to double. How- 


ever, if it isn’t worked out, plans|Cawthorn hotel 
have been made for them to have a | Week before last spot brought in| 
motorcycle escort between the two | Tucker Key, magician, for a couple | 
houses. They'd play at least four | nights and the take was good. Jerry | Gilbert had been brought In from 
'Gilbert’s is the orchestra. 


shows in each stand. 


and Ginger, was released from jail | 


Tex was freed few days | 


HARLEM TO TIMES SQ. 


current Paramount theatre, N. Y., | 








Hotel 


Ben Bart Joms Gale 


Ben Bart, head of the Paramount 
Orchestra Bureau which handled 
Nina Mae McKinney, Tiny Brad- 
shaw’s orchestra, etc., has given up 
his agency to join Gale, Inc. He is 
an associate of Tim Gale in handling 
one-night bookings, 

Gale office last week announced 
it would begin booking as well as 
personal managing its talent. 


Will Bradley Almost 
Jinxed Third Time 
On CBS’ Record Show 


Will Bradley band’s appearance on 
the Columbia Record show on CBS 
this Frdiay (26) was almost can- 
celled for a third time. Band is 
scheduled to do the airing from a 
one-nighter date at the Penn Ath- 











| letic Club, Philadelphia, for LaSalle 


College. Broadcast from the date 
was okayed by the school until the 
alumni committee discovered that it 
entailed cuffo admission to the airing 
for some 200 Columbia platter dis- 
tributors. 

Bradley’s handlers were informed 
that nobody was getting in on the 
cuff, broadcast or no broadcast. Co- 
lumbia will pay. Previous attempts 
to pick up Bradley’s band for the 
CBS net platter show from New Or- 
leans and Dallas has been cancelled. 





No Time for Exploitation 
Mobile, Ala., Jan,- 23. 

Booking of Will Bradley’s band 
into the Battle House hotel ballroom, 
with Phi Delta Kappa putting up the 
guarantee, didn’t turn out so well. 
Attendance was around 150 couples 
at $1.50 in advance and $2 at the 
door. Band was booked on such 
short notice that the event couldn’t 
| be properly exploited, outside of a 
|motorcade through downtown sec- 
| tion which greeted Bradley on his 
| arrival. 

Business in the Rose Room of the 
has pepped up. 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover charge 
by name bands in various New York hotels. Spots listed are only where the 
tion for supper. Dinner business (6-9 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel giz 
ity and cover charge. Larger amount designates week-end and holiday price.) 


George Olsen.................+-Biltmore (300; $1.00-$1.50);...... 
Sammy Kaye............+....-Commodore (400; 75e-$1.50)...... 
Bob Crosby............se000++-New Yorker (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 
Glenn Miller..........0005..+..Pennsylvania (600; 75c-$1.50)....... 
Henry King..........00.++.+++ Plaza (350; $1.50-$2.50).........005 
Guy Lombardo...............++ Roosevelt (500; $1.00-$1.50)........ 
Everett Hoagland.............. Waldorf (Empire) (400; 75c-$1.50).. 
Lani MclIntire.........00+++...-+Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......... 





business being done 
band 1s the main attrac- 
'e€ room capac- 





Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Played Week On Date 
. oe 500 7,500 
i 2 1,300 17,500 
2 1,250 2,700 
2 2,125 4,350 
1 750 750 
18 625 18,500 
3 1,250 3,300 
1 1,300 1,300 





2 WLW MUSIKER 
HEAD BANDS 


Cincinnati, Jan. 23. 





orchestra leaders under direction of 
music chief Josef Cherniavsky, is 
heading the first local dance band to 
play the Netherland Plaza hotel’s 
swank Pavillon Caprice nitery. 
Combo opened Wednesday (10) for 
a minimum stay of four weeks. It 
has three violins, three brass, four 
rhythm instruments, and James on 
clarinet. The James crew has Mon- 
day and Friday night stanzas or 
WLW for Four-Way Cold Tablets. 


Leo Erwin, piano-organist of the 
Crosley music staff, will be front man 
of another new Cincy band that goes 
into Old Vienna, downtown dine- 
dansant, Feb. 1, succeeding Freddie 
Fisher’s Schnickelfritzers. 


HARRY SQUIRES TO 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Harry Squires has resigned as 
booker of one-night stands for Gen- 
eral Amusement Corp. to join the 








has not been picked. 
Squires, who had been with Gen- 





eral Amusement for over three 
years, made the switch because of 
money differences. 





Lon Mooney, Ben Gilbert 


| Do a Job Switcheroo 


Lon Mooney and Ben Gilbert, re- 
spective professional managers of 
Miller and Feist music companies, 
switched jobs Monday (22). Mooney 
went back to Feist because he was 
more familiar with that company 
than Gilbert, having been its prof. 
mgr. before changing to Miller last 
year to replace Willie Horowitz. 





|Chicage to take over at Feist. 





That Tucker-Baker Old Tune Click 
Making Miseries for Publishers 


By BEN BODEC 


Musie publishers complain that 
they have never suffered from s0 
much frustration as they do now 
when it comes to exploiting their 
latest song releases, They blame 


their troubles in this respect mostly | 


on the smash success of the revival, 
‘O, Johnny.’ 

Because Orrin Tucker dug up ‘O, 
Johnny’ and with the aid of Bon- 
nié Baker garnered wide attention 
for the number, about 50% of the 
name band leaders, say the pubs, 
refuse to concern themselves with 





; e 
| Sonnenberg Suit Settled 
ee judgment of $2,250 ended 
min Sonnenberg’s $8,250 action 
. * 4 
[Paul and Margaret Whiteman, and 
Thursday (ray sgement Bureau, Inc., 
lo contract, - Suit charged breach 
cena was hired at $250 weekly 
ah licity man for Whiteman. The | 
M Tact called for employment from 
| March, 1938 
lhe » 1998, to June, 1939. Sonnen- | 
TE claimed | 


Charged Oct. 22, 1938, 


| tified with a 


anything but old numbers. They all 
harbor the hope of becoming iden- 
similar revival hit. 
There was a time when they sought 


he was unjustly dis- | such identification from among the 
| latest output of Tin Pan Alley. Now 


|if a publisher approaches a leader | get a new number started. 
| with what the former proposes to | the commercial programs overseered 





{make his No. 1 plug tune he gets 
|either a stare of amazement or a re- 


_buke for daring to suggest that the 
‘leader introduce something new. 


Other Headaches 
Another angle of resistence that 
the publishers have to contend with 
concerns phonograph recording. A 


| goodly percentage of top igh bands 
| won't make an arrangement of a 


number if it hasn’t been included 
in their disc releases. The nly time 
they give way is when the demand 
,from the radio listeners or dance 
patrons becomes too great. Most of 
the bands outside of these two classi- 
fications can’t afford to make ar- 
| rangements, and that leaves the pub- 
| lisher wondering how he’s going to 


| 


| 
| 


As for 


by ad agency men, the repertoires 


4 


Jimmy James, one of several WLW ; 


William Morris office. His successor | 
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MODIFIED, VARIED 
sT¥LES COMING IN 
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Negroid Influence Will Sur- 
vive in Diluted Form — 
College Committees Now 
Weary of Physical Strain 
of Shag Era 











MELODY BACK 


By BERNIE WOODS 


Swing—in the blaring ear-bending 
style that has been generally asso- 
ciated with the word for the past 
several years—is nearing extinction. 
The public is again melody con- 
scious. It has indicated in various 
ways lately that it would ‘Like to 
Recognize the Tune.’ What probably 
will eventually be evolved from the 
trend away from accented brass will 
|be a white man’s style of swing, re- 
taining the Negroid bounce but 
coupling it to more respect for the 
melody, a distinct departure from 
the recent method of aping colored 
bands and instrumentalists. Latter 
style was the one universally copied 
at the beginning of,swing. 

Whereas a couple of years ago al- 
most every band listed among those 
high in public favor concerned itself 
chiefly with hard-driving hot jazz, 
today the biggest percentage of those 
same top outfits employs dual styles, 
The accent may not be on sweet but 
ithe pitch is definitely dropping. 
With few exceptions the 25-30 bands 
formed during the past 12 months 
| are equally able to handle sweet and 
swing. And even the older bands 
have seen the light. They realize 
that hotels, theatres, college buyers 
and one-night ballrooms no longer 
want a band that rides in one sizzling 
groove. The change may be based 
on the fact thai since the shag, which 
gave much impetus to the swing era 
and which has long since knocked 
itself out, no jitterbug hop requiring 
speedy tempo has come to favor. 

Hotels never did like the idea of 
using swing crews in their rooms but 
|so long as the bands brought in 
| healthy business they strung along. 
|Colleges are looked upon by band- 
|men as barometers. And college 
| kids no longer want strict hot bands. 
They now want to dance, not stand 
around gaping while some nationally 
| known musician takes a break. 

Recently a New Jersey college was: 
split into two factions over the book- 
ing of a band for one of its proms. 
One side was against the outfit 
bought because its leader was a 
swing idol while with another band 
and it was skeptical of claim his 
own crew wasn’t patterned along the 
same lines. The opposing faction, 
among which was the hiring commit- 
tee which was defending its choice, 
| went so far as to solicit affidavits 
from Variety that the band in ques- 
tion could play sweet. Then it 
arranged for the band to devote part 
of a broadcast, from a hotel stand 
the band was on, to several sweet 
numbers to prove the dissenting 
group wrong. 








| 








Tony Pastor Group Record 
First Bluebird Discs 


Tony Pastor’s new outfit made its 
first Bluebird recording date last 
week, cutting four tunes. Regular 15 
piece band was augmented by a 





still depend on how they stand on 
the ‘most played’ list. If it isn’t 


among the first 10 or 15 the agency | 


producer no wants, 


Leading publishers think that the 
bands are overdoing the revival rou- 
tine and that if they don’t look out 
they will be alienating the younger 
element of the dance trade. Mean- 
while, say the publishers, the busi- 
ness of exploiting new music has be- 
come a tough struggle; much tougher 
than it was at the rise of the swing 
cycle when the average band wasn’t 
interested unless the rhythm was siz- 
zling hot and the lyrics sounded like 
sO much gibberish comimg from a 
| cracked phonograph record. 


fourth trumpet and fourth trombone, 
former played by Andy Ferretti, re- 
cently with Tommy Dorsey and 
| trombone by Moe Zudicoff, radio 
musician. 

Pastor personnel: Bill Robbins, 
‘Irving Berger, Charles Trotta, 
, trumpets; Leonard Ray, L. Auline, 
Cappy Crouse, trombones; Bill Shine, 
Leonard Ross, Grey Rains, John 
| Wade, and Pastor, saxes; drums, Bill 
Schultz; piano, John Nicolini; guitar, 
Frank Isnardi; string bass, Marvin 
Wittstein. Rains, Dick Rose, and 
Jimmy Jackson arrange for the band. 
It has been one-nighting in New 
England since its start Jan. 5. 
| Elisse Cooper is its vocalist. 
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Fire Alarm Orchestra’ Requires 
Only Half Hour Notice for Radio 








Back in the old beer hall era 
when vaudeville acts did umpteen 
performances a day there was a 
stock show biz gag about two actors 
who were awakened by a fire alarm 
in the middle of the night. One of 
the actors jumped out of bed, yell- 
ing, ‘there’s our cue, we're on next!’ 

Something like that prevails with 
the Tommy Tucker orchestra which 
plays at Murray’s road house at 
Tuckahoe, N. Y., with the leader and 
his personnel all residing close to 
the dine-dance spot. Band is avail- 
able on about a half hour’s notice to 
fill in as a dance remote on the ra- 
dio networks. It has had as many 
as 22 dance periods over the air in 
one week. The average is 17-18 
pick-ups, about a dozen to Mutual, 
the rest to CBS. 

Murray’s, like Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., another high 
scorer on remote pickups, is outside 
the jurisdiction of N. Y. local 802 of 
the AFM which requires a $3 per 
man tax for each pickup. 

Mutual had a similar many pickup 
arrangement with the Sammy Kaye 
band a few years ago from Jenkin- 
son's Pavilion, Point Pleasant, N. J. 
It is credited with putting Kaye in 
the spotlight. 





Harlan Leonard’s Tune 
Has Similarity to Strip 
Character, So Changed 


Harlan Leonard band, recently 
brought to New York from Kansas 
City by MCA and signed for the New 
Golden Gate Ballroom, opening soon, 
and to record for Bluebird records, 
ran into slight trouble over a song 
title on its first recording date. One 
of the six tunes it cut, an original, 
was labeled ‘Hairless Joe Jump.’ 
Character in the comic strip ‘Lil’ 
Abner’ is similarly named and after 
hearing about it United Features, 
owners of the strip, wanted to be 
paid for using the tag. It'll be 
changed. 

Leonard’s band is composed of 13 
pieces played by Leonard, Darwin 
Jones, Henry Bridges, James Keith, 
saxes; Ed Johnson, William Smith, 
James Ross, trumpets; Richmond Hen- 
derson, Fred Beckett, trombones; 
‘drums, Jesse Price; string bass, 
Winston Williams; piano, William S. 
Smith; guitar, Effergee Wake. Leon; 
ard plays and band is conducted by 
Ernest Williams, 








CASA-LOMA DANCERY FIRE 


St. L. Spot Badly Damaged—Little 
Date Moved to Another Hall 








St. Louis, Jan. 23. 

Casa-Loma dance hall in South St. 
Louis was badly damaged by fire 
Friday (19). The Cinderella bowling 
alleys and several business houses 
also were damaged. Nineteen per- 
sons, 14 of whom were firemen, were 
injured fighting the blaze in near- 
zero weather. 

A two-night engagement of Little 
Jack Little’s band was shifted to an- 
other hall. 





Toledo Local Elects 


Toledo, O., Jan. 23. 

John C. Hahn has been elected 
president for the sixth time, and 
Hal Carr has-been named secretary 
and business manager for the 12th 
time, of the Toledo Federation of 
Musicians, Local 15. Other officers 
re-elected for 1940 are R. E. Bruning, 
vice-president; B. Van Buren, treas- 
urer; and Louis Bozman, sergeant-at- 
arms. 


Members of the executive board 
are Bruning, Paul Gallagher, Frank 
H. Westmeyer, Van Buren, and Her- 
man Mygatt, all of whom were re- 
elected with the exception of My- 
gatt, who is a new officer. Carr was 
named delegate and Hahn alternate 
to the national convention at Indi- 
anapolis in June. 





Woody Herman’s Ist Chi Date 
Chicago, Jan. 23. 


Woody Herman orchestra makes 
its nitery bow in Chicago on Feb. 9, 
coming into the College Inn of the 
Sherman hotel. 

Replacing the: 
Dorsey band. 


current Jimmy 


7 


A Smart Musician 





Detroit, Jan. 23. 
Fiddlers stay sane. A petition 
to appoint a guardian for 72- 
year-old John Sweinsberger was 
denied here in Probate Court. 
Judge Patrick O’Brien ruled that 
any violinist who could amass 
holdings valued at $65,000 was a 
smart musician. What’s more, 
alienists testified in troops that 
Sweinsberger was competent to 
administer his own affairs. 


Of late years he had been head 
of the violin department of the 
Detroit College of Music and a 
lawyer was seeking to get con- 
trol of his estate. 


Pittsburgh Rendezvous 
For Profesh May Fold 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 

Musicians Club, late-spot hangout 
of Local 60 and practically every 
visiting AFM’er, may fold shortly on 
account of high overhead and spotty 
biz. Organization occupies entire 
third floor of big downtown building 
and includes bar, dance floor, cafe 
and card rooms, and has been the 
scene of some of hottest jam sessions 
ever staged locally. 

Vote of membership this week is to 
determine whether or not to go on. 
Higher prices suggested but talk is 
that Local 60 lads are likely to vote 
that down. Place has been in op- 
eration almost a decade and in- 
variably a must on all out-of-town 
musicians’ night haunts. 


f Band Bookings i 


Wiil Osborne, Feb. 16, Astor Hotel, 
N. Y.; 17, private party, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; 18, ‘Show of Week,’ WOR- 
Mutual, N. Y. 

Georgie. Auld, Jan. 
House B., Mobile, Ala. 

Al Donahue, Feb. 1, George F. Pa- 
vilion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 6, Met 
T., Morganstown, W. Va.; 9, Car- 
mnegie Tech, Pittsburgh; 14-15, Green- 
ville, S. C.; 16-17, Durham Armory, 
Durham, N. C.; 23, Waldorf Hotel, 
N. Y.; 24, Town Hall, Philadelphia; 
March 1, Russell Sage College, Troy, 
N. Y.; 2, Philadelphia. 














31, Battle 


Will Hollander, Jan. 28, Rivoli 
Banquet Hall, Brooklyn. 
Jimmy Dorsey, Feb. 5, U. of 


Illinois, Champaign, Il. 

Freddie Fisher, Feb. 4, Platz Palm 
Gardens, Milwaukee, four weeks. 

Bill Bardo, Jan. 27, Nicollet, Min- 
neapolis, four weeks. 

Duke Ellington, Feb. 16, Wayne U, 
Detroit; 18-20, Strand T, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; 23-24, Michigan T., 
Ann Arbor, Michigan; 25-27, Keith, 
Lansing, Michigan. 

Henry Busse, Feb. 
Hotel, New Orleans. 

Ben Cutler, Feb. 29, Brandt the- 
atres, N. Y., two and half weeks. 

Ranny Weeks, Jan. 26, Netherland 
Plaza, Cincinnati, four weeks. 

Little Jack Little, Feb. 1, Surf B., 
Clear Lake, Iowa; 9, Armory, Lafay- 
ette, Indiana; 17, U. of Indiana, 
Bloomington; 18, Morrison Hotel, 
Chicago. 

Don Bestor, Feb. 4, Eagles B., Mil- 
waukee; 10, Milwaukee Athletic 
Club. 

Jan Savitt, Feb. 14, Empire B., Al- 
lentown, Pa.; 24, U. of Cincinnati; 
27, Palais Royai, Toronto. 

Korn Kobblers, March 18, Old 
Vienna, Cincinnati, indefinite. 


1, Roosevelt 





WRITTEN IN AS SINGERS 


Three Stabile Musicians Not Playing 
During N. Y. Date 








Three singers being used as part 
of a quartet with the Dick Stabile 
band as the Essex House, N. Y., cur- 
rently are really part of his orches- 
tra when it plays outside New York. 
Neither of the three, Ralph Fay, Ray 
Heath, or Johnny Drake are mem- 
bers of N. Y. local 802 of the AFM, 
and in order to have a complete local 
outfit Stabile replaced them with 
local musicians and carried them in 
as singers. 

Band is now being handled by Ar- 
thur Michaud in conjunction with 
Bert Block, its personal manager. 





MUSIC 
Band Reviews 


JOHNNY GREEN ORCHESTRA (2@) 
With Beverly, Jack Smith 
Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 


Green, currently on the air several 
times a week on the various Philip 
Morris ciggie commercials, is at the 
head of an extremely danceable 
group. Though the greater part of 
his work is concerned with radio, his 
band is essentially a dance crew 
lacking none of the usual require- 
ments for such work and adding sev- 
eral that some others don’t have. His 
stand here was for one-night, replac- 
ing the Bob Crosby group. 
In addition to four saxes, four 
rhythm and five ‘strong brass, there 
are four violins, with which few 
present-day dance outfits are 
equipped. String quartet adds color 
and flavor, affording the opportuni- 
ties for arrangements to reach high 
points in acceptability that the aver- 
age erchestra instrumental setup 
can’t attain. For obvious reasons the 
four don’t enter into the picture 
when the outfit gets off on a stepped 
up tempo. 
On the whole Green’s group is a 
well balanced one. Though the 
four violins might suggest too much 
accent on the sweet stuff, that’s not 
the case. Five brass spell power, 
either muted or clear, that drives the 
band occasionally toward the other 
side of the blend. Not played strong 
enough however, for an objection- 
able blare. Leader himself adds his 
fine pianoing in breaks, etc., and 
handles intros and other announce- 
ments with smiling sureness. 

Beverly (what could be heard due 
to poor mike relaying) does vocals 
in smooth listenable style. Jack 
Smith, from the band, eee 

: ood. 














DICK STABILE ORCHESTRA (14) 
With Frank Gibson, Ralph Faye, 
Ray Heath, Johnny Drake ; 

Essex House, N. Y. 


This is Stabile’s first stand in New 
York for some time, his outfit having 
spent a long stretch in the middle 
west. The band is a small commer- 
cial combo of 11 pieces, smoothly 
styled to modulated swing and occa- 
sional sets of Latin stuff. Stabile 
himself augments his four man sax 
team with alto sax playing that’s 
tops either in breaks or with the sec- 
tion. Solos are not hot, but rather 
silky and unruffled. His instrument 
(special Dick Stabile model) occa- 
sionally is made to sound like a 
clarinet or fiddle, it reaches such 
high notes. 


Main purpose of the band here is 
for dancing and it fulfills. Three 
brass (two trumpets, one trombone) 
are muted for the most part, occasion- 
ally stepping out but without no- 
ticeable blare in keeping with the 
band’s style. Rhythm section car- 
ries tempo solidly but the drummer 
becomes annoyingly conspicuous at 
times with unchanging pounding 
with brushes. 


Singers work separately and as a 
quartet. Frank Gibson is from the 
band and fills out a quartet styled 
somewhat along the lines of the 
Merry Macs. -Other three, Johnny 
Drake, baritone, Ralph Faye and Ray 
Heath, tenors, impress favorably. 
They’re original members of the 
band but came in on this date as 
singers. Stabile had a girl vocalist, 
Alice O’Connell, but she dropped out 
and a replacement is to be made 
soon, Wood. 


JAY MILLS ORCHESTRA (12) 
With Ruth Robbin, Barbara Lamarr 
Flatbush, B’klyn. 


Unknown in the east. Jay Mills’ 





band has come from Chicago with- 
out advance fanfare and is playing | 
its first date in this territory at the | 
Flatbush, Brooklyn. Judged by a| 
single hearing, the outfit sounds as if 
it hadn’t been playing together very | 
long and as not likely to climb very | 
fast unless much improved. It plays 
a show passably, but lacks style nec- 
essary for rating. 

As caught at the Flatbush, this ag- 
gregation consists of four reeds, 
three brasses, electric guitar, drums, | 
bass fiddle and piano, with Mills ba- 
toning and occasionally contributing 
brief vocals, as well as sessions on 
the piano and violin, and he even 
offers two brief tap-dance bits. He 
also sings the solo part in an ambi- 
tious arrangement of ‘Old Man 
River,’ with the members of the band | 
and the two girl vocalists supplying 
glee-club background. The most 
pretentious offering of the outfit, it’s 
much too elaborate to be effective. 
Recitative portion, with Mills ex- 
pressing the supposed thoughts of 
the River, enough to give composer 
Jerome Kern the fidgets. 

Ruth Robbin, animated blonde | 
swing singer, offers two numbers, of , 
which ‘Scatterbrain’ is the better. | 
Has clear diction, fair voice and} 
passable ability. to sell a number. 
Other vocalist, Barbara Lamarr, is 
apparently inexperienced and _ is 
given only an under-arranged chorus 
of ‘Things You Are’ to work on. She 
has a rich contralto voice, not much 
range and little personality as yet. 

Hobe. 














Lennie Hayton set for two weeks | 
at Raymor Ballroom, Boston, begin- | 
ning Jan. 27. Does Brandt theatre, 
N. Y., circuit starting Feb, 22, 








Wednesday, January 24, 1949 


Bandleader Confesses All | 


Neo 








——= 





Following letter received last week by the Remick Music Corp. from 
a resident of San Francisco testifies to the effect that the preachments 
of Father Divine has had effect on one ex-band leader. 


‘Dear Sirs: 


‘I am writing to confess to your company that some years ago I, as 
a dance band leader operating in Los Angeles, did receive professional 
copies and other copies from your Los Angeles office under false pre- 
tences. In other words I lied to get the music which I now consider 
was nothing less than stealing since coming into the Knowledge and 
under the influence of Father Divine’s teaching. 

‘Inclosed you will find a postal money order for six dollars which I 
believe will cover the amount received unrightously and am asking 
your company’s forgiveness in the matter. Kindly notify Father Divine 


that I have made.this remittance, 


). 
P. S.—Because among other things it has no established ‘conscience 
fund’ Remick is returning the money order to its sender, 


Mr. UNIVERSAL, 
(Formerly 











On the 


Upbeat 








Frank Sinatra, recently with Harry 
James, will replace Allen DeWitt 
with Tommy Dorsey. 





Harry James, recently off Colum- 
bia Record list, signed with U. S. 
Records. Enoch Light goes Bluebird, 
Happy Felton, Varsity. Freddie 
Rich, Vocalion. 





Freddie Martin orchestra will re- 
place Everett Hoagland at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria hotel, N, Y. 





Mitchell Ayres extended until May 
at St. George hotel, Brooklyn, 





Claude Thornhill subbing for 
Sammy Kaye at Commodore hotel, 
N. Y., during Kaye’s Monday broad- 
casts for Sensation, as well as for 
Glenn Miller at Pennsylvania, N. Y., 
three nights during Miller’s Chester- 
field interludes. 





Al Kavelin shifts to Baker hotel, 
Dallas, Feb. 18. At Commodore 
Perry, Toledo. 





Paul Whiteman had a horse en- 
tered in the ‘walking’ class competi- 
tion at Harrisburg, Pa., horse show 
last week. 





Al Avola, guitarist, back with the 
Georgie Auld band after operation. 





Jim Peppe vacationing in Sara- 
sota, Fla., home. 





Jan Savitt exits Hotel Lincoln, N. 
Y., Feb. 9. 





Joe O’Connell and Larry Colkin 
joined Gray Gordon’s arranging staff. 





Sonny Kendis remaining indefi- 
nitely at Detroit Athletic Club. 





Will Bradley is the ‘Band of the 
Week’ at the Hotel New Yorker, N. 
Y., Sunday (28). 





Will Osborne underwent a tonsilec- 
tomy at St. Francis Hospital, Miami, 
Fla., last week. 





Jimmy di Palma, Bobby Byrne 
crew vocalist, changed name to plain 
Jimmy Palmer. 





Claude Thornhill and Charley Spi- 
vack tried to convince each other 
that it would be wise to forego new 
bands and join the others while 


| guesting on Maurice Hart’s WMCA, 


N. Y., program last week. Spivack’s 


|a trumpeter and Thornhill a pi- 


anist. 





Bud Freeman’s' Summa Cum 
Laudes now booked by Wm. Morris. 


|Crew will eventually enlarge to full 


size. 





Joe Denton on notice from Woody 
Herman. His sax chair will be taken 
by Herb Tompkins from Les Brown. 





Bobby Parks band back in New 
York at Arcadia Ballroom with NBC 
wires, 





Art Ralston, sax tooter, leaving 
Casa Loma outfit to do radio work. 
Frankie Ryerson from Al Donahue, 
and Cy Baker from Jimmy Dorsey 
joining the band. 





Tony Pastor may follow Mal Hal- 
let into the New York Roseland. 
Hallet replaces Lennie Hayton, Sat- 
urday (27). 





Ralph Allen and His Detroiters 


| back into New Penn, Pittsburgh, for 


indefinite stay, replacing June Gard- 
ner and her Gentlemen of Swing. 





Hope Day now warbling with Emil 


Petti 
Beach. 


at Everglades Club, Palm 





pet-player Sally La Perche, late 
‘Happy Felton band, have joined 
Herman Middleman’s at Yacht Club, 
Pittsburgh. 


Drummer Tommy Noll and te oP 





Pegsy Neenan quitting Brad 
Hunt’s band after two years for vocal 
build-up at KDKA, Pittsburgh. 





Bill Akin foursome has moved into 
Hotel Henry Silver Grill, Pittsburgh, 
replacing Nelson Maples outfit. 





Original Dixie Land Band had 
three of its five members on ‘We, 
the People’ for sketch of its career 
from New Orleans, to Chicago to 
Reisenweber’s, New York, and for 
command performance before King 
George V of England at which it 
played (repeated on_ broadcast) 
‘Margie.’ 





Bob Collins’ orchestra at New- 
man’s Lake House, Saratoga Springs. 





Henry Busse orchestra has been 
set into the Roosevelt hotel, New 
Orleans, starting Feb. 15. In for a 
minimum of four weeks. 





Mary Neville, who has sung wily 
various name bands, is now doing 
a late-evening sustainer, to her own 
piano accompaniment, over WGY, 
Schenectady. 





Jan Garber follows Jimmy Grier 
into the Victor Hugo, Beverly Hills, 
Feb. 14. 





Benny Goodman opens at Cocoa- 
nut Grove in L. A., March 19, suc: 
ceeding Guy Lombardo, who moves} 
in Feb. 6. i 








Freddie Nagel orchestra ended 18 
weeks at Empire Room, Hot¢g] Utah, 
Salt Lake City. Jumped to Del Mar 
Club, Santa Monica, Cal. 





Herman Waldman with new band 
rounded up in Dallas during winter, 
opens at The Den, Ft. Worth, Feb. 6 
following Carol Lofner. 





Gray Gordon one-nights Sunday 
(28) at Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport. 
Jan Savitt set for Feb. 13. 


At Birthday Bal f 


Kay Kyser’s band was signed to} 
play for the Birthday Ball at thel 
Mayflower Hotel, Washington, D. C./ 
Jan. 30. 

Al Donahue had previously been 
set for the New York counter-part of/ 
the hop, at the Waldorf-Astoria. | 

















Philadelphia, Jan. 23. 

Three bands have been inked to 
play at the President’s Birthday Ball 
at Convention Hall next Tuesday 
(30). They are the crews led by; 
Harry James, Mal Hallett and Fran} 
Hines. 

Heading the list of showfolk wh? 
will attend are Morton Downey, 
Belle Baker, Phil Regan, Franch 
Tone, Lenore Ulrich and formet 
Mayor James J. Walker of New York 














NELSON INTO BLACKHAWK 
Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Ozzie Nelson orchestra comes into 

the Blackhawk here replacing the 
current Joe Sanders band on Feb. 

Bob Crosby orchestra is slated 4 








return to Blackhawk early in 77 
spring. | 
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NOW HEADLINING 
STAGE SHOW AT 


NEW YORK 
PARAMOUNT 
THEATRE 
































With Apologies to Sherwin Williams 








TOUR STARTS MARCH 3rd 








DECCA RECORDING 


ARTISTS 


Exclusive Management GALE, Inc.., A8 W. 48th St., New York City, LO-3-6110 
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Night Club Reviews 








LE COQ ROUGE, N. Y. | 


Marie Spalding, Tisdale Trio, Nicki 
Raymond Orch., Don Martan Orch. 








Comparatively new to the amuse- 
ment arena, with a couple of New. 
York night club dates and some 
broadcasting behind her, Marie 
Spalding opened at this swank east- 
side nitery Thursday night (18) for 
an indefinite stay. She's from the 
Social Register and in private life is_ 
Mrs, Jesse Spalding, III, but has de- 
termined on a permanent career in | 
theatricals. Miss Spalding was in-, 
itially at Armando’s last spring and | 
later at the Hotel Pierre Roof. 


A charming’ personality, very 
much on the dignified side though 
with warmih, Miss Spalding has a 
voice that’s listenable. Soft, melodic 
pipes lean to ballads and the less 
tempestuous type of swing vocaliz- 
ing. When caught opening night, 
numbers included ‘One Cigaret for 
Two,’ ‘You’re Letting the Grass Grow 
Under Your Feet,’ ‘Day In, Day Out’ 
and, ‘South American Way.’  Last- 
mentioned is particularly well done. 


Le Coq Rouge originally was with- 





.on the abbreviated costumes but is) 
‘overdone by repeating the luminous 


pare favorably with the Earl Carroll ' 
extravaganza a few blocks away. | 
Two shows are performed nightly, | 
one around nine o’clock and the sup-| 
per show at midnight. Between’ 
times Miss Rand is out in the lounge 
autographing prints of her fan act, 
which are planted at every table. 


| 

Flash opening has a dozen of the 
chorines leading pooches by the; 
leash. It serves as a prelude to Bert) 
Nelson's scottie act, with a flock of 
the black underslungs going through 
the usual canine routines. Follows 
a Hawaiian number by the line to 
form a background for the hula spe- 
cialty of Harger and Maye. Phos- 
phorescence is used to good effect 


} 


treatment in the ‘Manhattan Sere- 
nade’ turn short time later. In be- 
tween, Alan Carney does his imita- 
tions and finishes off with a drunk 


act, the comedy highlight of the) 


evening. 

Dora Maugham goes way over- 
board on her ‘bad, bad woman’ 
monolog, considering the class of 
clientele that frequents the tavern. 
They're mostly to the solid citizenry, 





| 


| this respect by being high in enter- 
tainment. The comedy, turn of the 
Arnaut Bros. is socko. Their violin 
‘mimicry and nightingale coquetry, 
done in bird costumes in which they 
substitute whistling for dialog, is ex- 
ceptionally entertaining and _ gets 
them nice response. 

Rosalean and_ Seville are no 
strangers here. They make nice ap- 
pearance and are smooth and grace- 
ful, sweeping through a series of 
ballroom turns in which they mix | 
some waltz, swing and rhumba steps 
as well as a bit of comedy for fine 
results, 

The Van Zandt Sisters double up. 
Besides accordion playing, featuring 
classical and pop tunes, in their own 
spot, youngsters provide music while 





ee 





Clinton's crew takes breather. Click | 
nicely. . 

The Two Eileens are blende '+%%-' 
ers with plenty of zowie. Nifty 
dance turn gets the nod, their peas-. 
ant routine drawing plenty of palm- | 
pounding particularly. 

Ford Leary and Terry Allen, mem- 
bers of Clinton’s aggregation, rate 
bows for some nice semen > * 

tuzza. 


—_—- 


LYNCH’S, PHILLY 


(WALTON HOTEL) 








Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 





along the mid-span of life, and not 


Jack Waldron, Marjorie Gains- | 


| Monday through Sunday (Jan. 15-21). 


| 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers a 


(Week ending Jan. 20, 1940) 
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*Faithful Forever (‘Gulliver’s Travels’) ........... .» Famous 
tAll the Things You Are (‘Very Warm for May’)..... Chappell 
CRINGE bis coe ekiesiiu.cabens ven pieehaaas eshake ok ..»-»Berlin 
RE OL TO RD k's Keo dink bode sv awoiaca Céocdaodens EIES 
RRR NPIS oe ee gg oo Oe Pep bhesedcoennne WEEE 
*Little Red Fox (‘That’s Right—You'’re Wrong’)...... Feist 
BE BURGOS onc csrcsccaciccrsvdeevecsseseccs ovecneses SNADITO 
*Chatterbox (‘That's Right—You’re Wrong’) ......... Chappell 
*At the Balalaika (‘Balalaika’) ............. ere Feist 
ERS Be We ID bind aes c be siceens ees Sarees bi eleie Robbins 
Oe ee Be ee rer reer beee eres Spier , 
+Stop! It’s Wonderful (‘Mask and Wig-Show’)........ . Famous 


*It’s a Hap-Hap Happy Day (‘Gulliver’s Travels’) Harms 
*Filmusical. +Production. 


Network Pluss, 8 AM. tol AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes sal 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Total represents accumulated 

















performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol 


denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 


used to bluish lines doled out by 


worth, The Three Swifts, John and 
|Miss Maugham. 


out singing entertainment but began ius Gervenes, Yee & Wien. Line, 


putting on vocal contests for social- 












































ites, resulting subsequently in the| Miss Rand's fan and bubble capers; (14), Helen Heath, Sally LaMarr, | GRAND 
present policy. It’s now something |are what they’ve always  been.: Herbie Dubrow, Mona Reed, Neil | TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
more than just a dining-dancing re- | Naturally they’re the chief lure and Fontaine's Orch (12), Betty Ann a. vies. Berlin 51 
treat of intimate proportions though she doesn’t let them down. She's Shor, Vincent Rizzo’s Orch (3). 7 tn ta ee 49 
much stress continues to be laid on still the artist, but first and foremost, | | All the Things You Are...tVery Warm for May Chappell ............ 38 
bog food, the ultra-French service, ag ge ge pi tagged While he has star names on the | Bluebirds in Moonlight. ..*Gulliver’s Travels...Famous ............. 32 
In addition to Miss Spalding and around on wooden hossies. It’s done Dill, Jack Lynch has put together a ee eee” pti Fg soa cosee +E vo. Peer eeererees = 
two bands, one a rhumba outfit for | much better at Cocoanut Grove and well-balanced show that leaves the | Oh, Johnny, Oh evi ee eee ee ee Se —_ 28 
late-evening dancers, the club offers kicks up more laughs under the customers well satisfied without the | In ‘an Old Dutch Garden Oe ee ee armas erseeree es eeose 27 
the Tisdale Trio, colored male sing- | palms. Here it’s just run off without | heavy nut that a big-name attr stam | aa dL —_“_ °° 27 
ers who do spirituals, novelty nume the necessary showmanship to make y n a e a ac i | At the Balalaika . "éBalalaika ee ee ee ee | ° Feist eeereeeseseosn 26 
bers and pops. A novelty number is | it stand out. entails. There are plenty of laughs, | Little Red Fox... *That’s Right—You're Wrong. .Feist _............... 23 
‘Confucius,’ while another is ‘Give It; Supper show comprises a few pro- good dancing, eye-filling girls, nifty | po 1 Love You...iDu Barry Was a Lady ,. Chappell nee ea” 29 
Back to the Indians.’ ‘Loch Lomond’ | duction numbers, with those features looking costumes, etc., to provide an! Little Street in Singapore or ee —............. 21 
offers relief. as do others, including /earlier in the evening reprising.| phoyr and 40 minutes of excellent en- | Scatterbrain ................:... ccs ccccccee, bane alee 20 
the spiriiuals. Mickey King floats around on a rope, tertainment. | It’s a Blue World... *Music in My Heart ‘Sa. aetna 18 
_The Nicki Raymond band is re- | and Martinelli assails the eardrums} Marjorie Gd&tnsworth, a svelte, Vagabond Dreams...................+: .....+...Patamount .......... 20 
Mise OF ata tien the" trian | Sooegfe pithout the ua’ aysiomn aod oe, with Blpes o stch, smokes | Ie.» Hap tap Hage Dey --“Geihivere tewvels-Bemams «.. : 
Room of the St. Regis. Char. a of the he — rals€S year at the roof and scores heavily | Gaucho Serenade.................2.-0eseeeeeeee i ok i585 <i onda 16 
— ie sac ta "aie tan as ewe. pl mussbers Bt nicely to Lees the Ne da og Seed ee oul Robbins Pinte ieuien 15 

+ “ er type of chanting. mong em | Ho ES re eee ee eT ee Per ee Tons a6. 44.000 
Florentine Gardens sae ner Dubble dance for the last.| are ‘Annie Laurie,’ ‘Donna Mobile,’ | I've Got My Eyes on You...*B'way Melody.... Crawford ........... 14 
(HOLLYWOOD) tand for bath production and the! cl Eli” “Swanee’ and “Auld Lang | Make Love with a Guitar................+.++4 EE adessincnsses 14 
Seac> and dines dae € Syne.’ For encores she picks ‘Didn't | 1 Thought About You..................---..0005 BEE ikadscdnvcnsse 13 
ance and delivers adequate a Know What Time It Was’ and a med- | To You Sweetheart Aloha..............-..-..+. iiteh ices aiava’ 13 
Hollywood, Jan. 17. Helm. ‘ley from ‘Naughty Marietta.’ Pro-| Speaking of Heaven. ...............0.-000.2e0008 eR 13 
Sally Rand, Dora Maugham, Alan | longed applause brought her out for | Confucius Say................. 0.02002 eee ceeee Oiman 12 
Carney, Mickey King, Burt Harger & ae a second turn with a group of songs | Goody Goodbye. ................+..--.0+5. et Ree 12 
Charlotte Maye, Martinelli, Bert Nel-| Hawaiian Blue Room __ | from ‘Show Boat’ when caught. —_—_| I Didn’t Know What Time. ../Too Many Girls..,Chappell ............ 12 
son, Flower & Paul, Billy McDon- Toy and Wing are an attractive When You Wish Upon a Star...*Pinocchio...... Berlin .............. 12 
ald’s Orch (11). (HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. 0.) Oriental dance team. Femme par- Chatterbox...*That’s Right, You're Wrong....... Chappell ............ il 
ticularly ,* ~. eget Sater, Saas at UR Ree iendeuneseenateess Paramount .......... 11 
Name of Sally Rand is still magic | New Orleans, Jan. 20. | series of fast shag steps on her toes Ej Rancho Grande. ...........+s.sesseseeeeees on MEMES. occ cece cccssines 11 
with the home nace. Gardens Sas | Larry Clinton Orch, Arnaut Bros., ee -_* Ooh What You Said...+Three After Three...... Mercer ...........+.: be 
been playing to almost capacity since | Rosalean & Seville, Two Eileens, Van eratiatin pone ye aoe ib oe - Say Si Si... see e eee eee ee eee eee biecn Wane 088 Marks ...........+0% _ 
Miss Rand and her ‘Star Studded! Zandt Sisters, Ford Leary, Terry Pair ey Boor Bae, Hy Di aiker. Stop! It's Wonderful. ..{tMask ond Wit GOW: << BO ces ccscccsccense 7 
Revue’ took up their Hollywood | Allen tan ane Bana Soeren — Yodelin’ Jive................ gricrestesteeeseees Leeds ..........sseee ; 
blvd. stand Christmas night. Spot’s| oak Ges ane as axe oad | Does Your Heart Beat for Me?............+-.+0- weed Ccebiiereees ies ie 
previous play was strictly for the | Larry Clinton orch fits in nicely in| gdancers. are overshadowed by the a ones is ROBES oe ee eae sbi alps Exe Cole alle Ag MeN Eee 10 
food, with a so-so floor show thrown this swank nitery, where the cus-/| freshness of the Chinese duo. The. Sm Ae Pant \ Ae ee * Robbins \ 0 
in for the bar trade. Tariff for the|tomers are as concerned over the| girl, a blonde looker, however, scores | You's y yy Ay G cocces PRET Dy REET Sa Ada Wit ett trerseesrs 10 

Rand engagement has been tilted all) quality of the dance music as the! heavily with the male customers. | .-—————————— Ee See POCON. +05 WEMEER 5 0000009500 

along the line, with $2 minimum | food and drinks. Doing swing and | The Torrences mix up their ceutines | : 
slapped on for the non-eaters. It|sweet tunes with equal ease, the| nicely with both slow waltzes and | Music Notes HARMS’ CO-MANAGERS 


costs a half buck more to sit at ring- 
side than in the back reaches, which 
wouldn’t be so bad if they didn’t toss 
in tables for the overflow, blocking 
out the so-called ringsiders. 

Nudist’s troupe is said to be about 
the same as that which regaled the 
Frisco expo. visitors. There are some 
lookers in the line of 20 girls and 
the production and costuming com- 


crew had little trouble keeping the 
|}dance floor 
| night (18). 

Orch on whole is well balanced 
and versatile, mixing Latin melodies 
with sweet stuff and orthodox swing 
numbers. Clinton batons the show 
' well. 

The show, while modest in quan- 
tity, makes up for any deficiency in 


crowded on opening 
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The No. 1 Song of the Country 


CARELESS 


AND 


WALT DISNEY’S “‘PINOCCHIO”’ 
WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR 
GIVE A LITTLE WHISTLE 
TURN ON THE OLD MUSIC BOX 


LITTLE WOODEN 


P?VE GOT NO STRINGS 


HI-DIDDLE-DEE-D 


THREE CHEERS FOR ANYTHING 


COMING UP FAST! 
LITTLE SHEPHERD OF MY DREAMS 


FROM 


HEAD 


EE 








CHAS. WARREN — Prof. Mgr. 

















| fast fox-trots. 
| 


The Swifts have a novel juggling 
act. The trio are adept in handling | 
| the clubs and have a good sense of | 
| timing to my gem ~—— them, ‘London Love Song’ and ‘Strawhat 
, answering to the name of ‘Charney,’ |; ay ai 

goes through the difficult business |" the Rain,’ tunes from the ho 
strictly deadpan. As a finale the | mer-Laughton-Mayflower prorue 
| Swifts use Jack Waldron, m.c., as a tion, The Sidewalks of London, 
| foil for’ their club-throwing. It’s |, which Paramount will release in this 
| plenty clicko. ‘country. ‘Sidewalks’ has been titled 
| Waldron handles the show neatly. | ‘St. Martin’s Lane’ in England. 
| throwing in a couple of comic songs | _—" 
}and parodies on pops. One of them, 
| burlesquing ‘South of Border,’ is a| Edward Ward signed to compose 
| notable rib-tickler. Some of Wald-| the score for Edward Small’s ‘My 
|ron’s gags fall flat, however, they're Son, My Son.’ 
|a mixture of corn and indigo. . ‘ 
| The line does three numbers that | 
| go over nicely. Tastefully costumed | 


Republic bought an untitled song 
| by Miles White, routined by Midge number by Walter Samuels for 
| Fielding, they follow through 


the ‘Rancho Grande.’ 
i'theme of country dames who make 
good in the big city. Starting as i 
milkmaids, they finish dolled up in|_ Arthur Lake cleffed ‘I'm Doggone 
costly furs (courtesy of a local fur- | Fond of Blondie,’ to be sung in his | 
rier). Words and music of the num- next ‘Blondie’ picture at Columbia. 
| bers are written by Miss Fielding. a 
| Neil ‘Sonny’ Fontaine’s crew shows 
improvement as it accompanies the P 
show and dancing with Betty Ann| 
Shor handling the vocals. Vincent | , 
Rizzo’s rhumba trio play the lulls,| David Snell and Daniele Amfithe- 
| Herb Dubrow tickles the keys in the atrof scoring two Metro shorts, ‘The 
| cocktail room, with Helen Heath, Flag Speaks,’ and ‘Adventures of 
Sally LaMarr and Mona Reed doing Stuffie.’ 
the chirping. | 

B.o. at Thursday (18) dinner show | 
was good, with virtually every seat 
taken. Shal. 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Dual management system has been | 
set up for the local Harms music} 
office, with Harry Garfield and | 
Archie Levington established ag co- 
managers of the office. 

Garfield was formerly assistant in| 
the office, while Levington moves 
over from the local Witmark office. | 


| 
| 











Millis Music, Inc., will publish 











n the hooks ! 


DOES YOUR HEART 
BEAT FOR ME? 


BILLY 


(1) ALWAYS DREAM OF: BILL 


Two fo 














Sigmund Krumgold scoring the 
aramount picture, ‘Safari.’ 


MEMORY REMINDERS 


WHO'S SORRY NOW - 





MA 


ZKING EVES AY 


S§. DARDANELLA 


(| CEES | 


THE BIG HAWAIIAN BALLAD HIT! 


“TO YOU SWEETHEART ALOHA” 


By HARRY OWEN (writer of “Sweet Leilani”) 
DOD 


This ain’t no idle rumor—this song’s got stuff and humor! 


“HOLY SMOKE ({Can’t Ya Take a Joke)” 


By JOHNNY MERCER 
SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, 1619 Broadway, New York 


HE'S M™ ME) 


+ 


a 








Victor Young scoring ‘At Good Old 
Siwash’ for Paramount. 


serena 

















Novaline Payne with Fio Rito 

Kansas City, Jan. 23. 
| Novaline Payne is new vocalist 
with Ted Fio Rito band. She joined 
in Chicago Monday (22). Crew is 
heading east to open in a New York 
hotel about Feb. 1. Frank Tracy 
| booking. 
Miss Payne closed a 16-week en- 
gagement at the Tower theatre here. 
; Previously with Al Kavelin and 
Sammy Kaye. 
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handling the 
on ‘Waterloo 
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Herbert Stothart 

musical __ direction 

Bridge’ at Metro. 
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|, P. Bradford, Denied ASCAP Admission, 
Introduces More Copyright Tangles 


MUSIC 








Billy Jerome Renewals 
Go to Shapiro, Bernstein 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has ob- 
tained the renewal rights to all Billy 
Jerome tunes in the Maurice Sha- 
piro and Cohan & Harris Music Pub- 
lishing Co. catalogs from his widow, 


A 
vw 








Refusal of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers to accept Perry Bradford as a 
writer-member when he applied in 
1934 is now having legal repercus- 
Bradford, who wrote such 

rs as ‘Crazy Blues,’ ‘Black 
Sor and ‘All I Had Is Done 
Gone, has linked ASCAP and the 
Southern Musie Co. as defendants in 
a damage suit he has filed with the 
N. Y. federal court. Bradford claims 
that neither Southern Music nor 
z ASCAP had any right to authorize 
the performance of his works, even 
though the former has been the sell- 
ing agent for his four catalogs since 


1933. 
After serving ASCAP and South- 
ern with summonses Shafter & 





n’ Shafter, Bradford’s counsel, sent cir- 
n cular letters to networks, stations, 

hotels and theatre chains advising 

them that they were not entitled To 
} use the numbers in the four catalogs 
without -direct permission from 
Bradford. The four catalogs in- 
volved are Acme Music Publishing 
Co., Blues Music Co., Perry Brad- 
ford, Inc., and Perry Bradford Mu- 
sic Publishing. 

The catalog listing which ASCAP 
furnishes to its licensees has Brad- 
ford’s four catalogs listed under 
Southern Music Co. In 1932 the So- 
ciety had Perry Bradford, Inc., listed 
as a subsidiary of the Alfred Music 
Publishing Co. 





Joey Stool to N. Y. 
Chicago, Jan, 23. 

Joey Stool goes to New York this 
week to assume new post as- pro- 
fessional manager of the ABC music 
firm. Arrangement was set in New 
York last week by Saul Bornstein 
following extensive confabs 
Stool. 

Stool was recently manager of the 
Harms office locally. 


YESTERDAY'S HIT 
TODAY'S REQUEST 


VICTOR HERBERT'S 


ROSE OF 
THE WORLD 


Featured in the Film 
“The Great Victor Herbert” 
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Cy Feb. Ist marks the 8ist Anniver- 

d | of the birth of Victor Her- 

\ » « .& grand occasion to dedi- 
| cate this song or a program to 
' him. 

ni 

$ 

. M. WITMARK & SONS 

= 


RCA Building 


New York 


Mrs. Maude Nugent Jerome. 

The numbers include ‘The White 
Wash Man’ and ‘Meet Me in Rose’ 
Time, Rosie.’ 


The Princess Spurned 





Harms, Inc, nas reteased 
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Phonograph Industry Attacks Shotwell 
Bill, Scores ‘Happy Family’ Stuff 





Phonograph record industry has! 


ment between parties concerned over 


launched a wide and systematic at- | the subject. 


tack on the Shotwell copyright bill, 


Comment on the so-called Shot- 


‘Princess Poo-Poo-Ly Has Plenty 
Pa-paya’ to Harry Owens, who 
wrote the number, and Owens 
has returned his advance of $200. 
Although the number has been 
widely recorded, it’s barred from 
the networks because of what the 
latter has termed its double en- 
tentre lyrics. 

Owens is publishing the tune 
himself. 





Herman Starr, G. Fischer 
Newcomers to ASCAP’s 





which was introduced in the U. S, well bill has been sought.from films, 
senate Jan. 8. Letters of protest have | radio, labor, and other groups by 
been addressed to all congressmen, Chairman Charles Gramer of the 





and senators, while the distributors | House Patents Committee, who so 
/and operators of coin-machines are ; far has balked at introducing the 
{being lined up for a similar bar- | legislation despite the prominence of 
|of its backers. With Senator Homer 


me. mA. ° | rage. 
Avaiiability Committee The letters to Washington legis- T- Bone, Senate committee chairman, 


\lators charge that passage of the, Still kept at home in Washington 
bill would be highly detrimental to | With injuries received last summer, 





Alt but two of the old setup has | the phonograph record industry and | 


with 





feagpencnd committee of the Ameri- | 


it | 
Conspiracy (Federal Pen <2 Secie'y of Composers, Authors 


|and Publishers. The newcomers are | 
Offense) Charged to 5 |Herman Starr, of the Warner Bros. 
Bootieg Song Peddlers 


| group, and George Fischer, of J.’ 
Newark, Jan. 23. 











|Fischer & Bro. They replace Jack | 
‘ 4 : Representing the pop pubs on the 
Indictments charging conspiracy present availability committee are 
;songsheets. It’s the first time that |...) : 
the evil has been treated with such ooo Walter Fischer and Gus 


Bregman, of Bregman-Vocco-Conn, 
| were returned last week by a grand Saul Bornstein, Louis Bernstein, Max | 
drastic prosecution. If found guilty 

Wattenberg Argues ARG 





and Fred Banks, of the Theodore) 
| Presser Co. 
| jury in this federal district against Tee ‘ k 
rbrede yfus and Starr, while the stand- 
| five alleged distributors of bootleg (ard field has Walter Fischer, of Carl 
the quintet are subject to minimum 
penalties of two years in a Federal 


penitentiary. 
The fi in the indict t 
are “John “fens, of ‘laa. Point Is Badly Taken 


Conn.; Dominick Mancini, Dominick 
Castaldo, John Pomyanicki and John 
Iannini. Santangelo received a heavy Attorney Sidney William Watten- 
fine and jail sentence for songsheet .perg argued against the technical at- 
bootlegging from a Hartford, Conn.. | t,0, that the Amesican Record Co. 
court two weeks ago, while Mancini | ines teed ak Gee SMRSED cult af the 


was fined $500. 
| Crawford and Chappell music com- 
Death of Effie Carlton | panies before the appellate division 


| we, | last Friday (19). The Herbert Yates 
Probably Ends Music Bill interests, which formerly owned the 
: i ARC, had lost out in the lower 
Washington, Jan. 23. nae oie ‘gpa : 
Bill introduced in Congress Ad oe ateaahngeetg np sg pore 
| this session to guarantee that pos- sy . % +29. gittnty ; 


| sible technical defects in the copy- | £F action for each license agree- 














been re-elected to the publishers | the best interests of the American | 


It also asks th { 
- von adequate | snother month and meanwhile his 


‘committee is expected to mark time 


public. 
hearings be arranged for and that 
the industry be afforded an oppor- 
tunity to present’ their reasons for 
opposing the bill. 

Dr. Edith E. Ware, executive sec- 
retary of the Shotwell commitiee, 


is scored jn this letter for the state- | 


ment that she made in a letter she 
addressed to the house and senate 
patents committees Dec. 16. 
letter stated that in drawing up the 
bill all factions concerned had acted 
like one happy family and that since 
the approval from these quarters 
was practically unanimous lengthy 
hearings by congress would not be 
necessary. Under the proposed bill 
the 2c royalty limit on phonograph 
records would be eliminated and 
copyrighted owners would be free to 
license coin-operated machines for 
performing rights. 





The Washington End 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Copyright legislation probably will 
not get serious attention in Congress 
for more than a month, if that soon. 
Neither House nor Senate commit- 
tees are disposed to take up the 
perennial problem quickly, and each 
outfit hopes that some compromises 
will reduce the amount of disagree- 


Her ' 


nothing much is happening at the 
Senate end of the Capitol. Bone ig 
not expected back on the job for 


on the legislation offered by Sena- 
tor Elbert Thomas of Utah, who is 
in charge of the International Copy- 
right Convention. 

Objections from various music 
users have reached the Senate com- 
mittee in the short time following 
Thomas’ offering of the Shotwell bill. 
In addition to broadcasters, who have 
termed the measure worse than the 
present law, manufacturers of coin- 
operated music machines, various 
motion picture interests, and the re- 


| cording companies are squawking. 





Re-Intro Perry Bill 
Albany, Jan, 23. 

Senator Charles D. Perry, Man- 
| hattan Democrat, has reintroduced 
the bill making it grand larcency 
to record in this state any broadcast 
emanating from a station, without 
consent in writing of person doing 
the broadcasting, or to sell or pos- 
sess any such unauthorized record- 
|ing. This is a measure which Fred 
Waring and other performers strong- 
ly advocate. 

Bill, in a little different form, 
' easily passed the Senate last March, 
but encountered opposition in the Ase 
'cembly and was killed. 











= 











Bee ; : iment. Wattenberg, as Crawford- 
right of Mrs. I. Effie Canning Carl- | ™°" g, 

‘ton on ‘Rock-a-Bye Baby’ would not | Chappell counsel, had grouped as 
‘leave the way open to publication | ™@"Y,. 45 30 licenses in each cause 


‘ ‘ d ; . |0f action. According to the amend- 
ee pain gamed a ment demanded by Yates counsel the 


| cent death of Bre. Cartton compla‘nt would run 1,500 pages. 
| Bill, now in the House Patents The action is an outgrowth of an 
|Committee, had been introduced at | 2Udit made on the ARC’s books and 
| two previous sessions. It has been | records, with the damages involving 
left in a pigeon-hole by adjournment | @/!eged_ faulty royalty counts vod 
| each time, although a plan by Mrs, | 4is¢ sales. Other publishing firms | 
| Carlton to appear in Washington her- | 27€ awaiting the appellate division's 
| self to plead for it was expected to |‘ecision on the technical argument | 
get it passed this term. Shapiro- | before filing similar suits of their | 
Bernstein, publishers of the song, are |OW" against ARC, which was — 
expected to press for passage of the | 
| 








last year to CBS. 

bill now for their protection. | 

Copyright has only until April 17, 
1943, to run before the lullaby falls 
into public domain. It was originally | 
registered in 1887 and renewed for a | 
second 28-year term. Renewal copy- } 
' right is the one thought possibly de- 
| fective. Technicality is of such a 
nature that only an act of Congress | 
can protect it. 


Harry Bergkamp To | 
Rep ASCAP In Denver | 


Harry Bergkamp, who has been | 
with American Society of Com-| 
posers, Authors and Publishers for ' 
the past two years, was named last 
week district manager of the Rocky 
; Mountain division with offices in 
|Denver. Frank E. Hickey, his pre- 











SHAPIRO GETS TUNE 








| PROF. MGR. 


| ABC MUSIC CORP. 
799 7th Ave., New York 





' decessor, remains as local counsel. 
The district takes in New Mexico, 
Colorado, Utah and Wyoming. 





Robbins for ‘Sierra Sue’ 
Copyright Renewal 


Outbids 








Robbins Music Corp. has with- 
drawn the objection that it filed with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers’ against 
crediting Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. Seite 
with the copyright ownership of | Exclusive Music is to open a Chi- 
‘Sierra Sue,’ and waived its claim to cago office under Art Tubin, and 
the number in favor of the latter | Vincent Sherwood of Mills Music, 
,firm. Robbins had also bid for the | shifts to trade manager of Exclusive 
publishing rights to this old number, ijn New York. Latter company, 
but after complaining to ASCAP,’' which heretofore distributed through | 
‘found that S-B’s was a more binding Mills, will begin filling orders itself | 
contract. Feb. 1. 

While Shapiro-Bernstein was try-| At the same time Exclusive will 


RETURNS PERMITTED 


Exclusive, One of Few Denying 
Privilege, Now Reversing Policy 





ing to get the rights it discovered 
that Robbins had been there before 
it. Shapiro didn’t press the offer un- 


adopt a new trade policy of follow- 
| ing system whereby music is return- 
| able. 


Exclusive is one of the few} 


til it learned that the contract which | outfits which had barred returns. 
‘Robbins submitted to the composer's 
'widow hadn’t been duly executed. Remick’s ‘X Gaucho Serenade’ is 
Shapiro then upped its figure and got ; going into the Warner Bros.’ produc- 











the tune. | tion, ‘And It All Came True.’ 
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: The Hit Of The Week! 

2 AT THE BALALAIKA ae 

ass 
from M-G M’s"Balalaiko, storing Nelson Eddy & llono 
paid a SRE cea - 
porno aan T he Two To Pp Tunes 


from Koy Kyser'’s 
“That's Right — 


(N'Ya N'Ya Yo 


Walter Donaldso 





RKO-Radio film, 
You're Wrong 


The 1940 Novelty Hit! 


THE LITTLE RED 


Can't Catch Me) 
ie 


n's Greatest Ballad 


| VM FIT TO BE TIED 


FOX 








| 


w Song Hit 


NM THE OLE TOP RAIL 


LEANIN’ ONT 


By the writers of 








a Packed With 

— ; An Unusvally 

4 CRA ZY L iTT 
Z| LON MOONEY, Prot. tor 
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ABC MU 





TONY MARTIN'S SMASH HIT! 


A BLUE WORLD 


NEW YORK 


SIC’. CORP. 799 7TH AVE. 


“Goldmine In The 
* 


Heart Appeal 


GOTTA GET HOME 


Attractive Ballad 


LE DREAM 


AAAAANAYY 
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Variety Bills 





show, whether f 


NEXT WEEK (January 26) 
THIS WEEK (January 19) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


ull or split week 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (25) 

Bricklayers 

W & G Ahearn 

Rae & Davis 

Benny Fields 

Harris. Claire & 8 
RICHMOND 

Loew's (26-28) 





Major Bowes Co 


WASHINGTON 

Capitol (26) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Gil & Bernie Mason 
Alexander & Santos 
Stuart & Martin 


Larry Adler 
Norma Gallo 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Parameunt (24) 

Bob Chester Orc 

Bert Wheeler Co 


Paramount (26) 
Marcis 
BEAt MONE 
Jefferson (27-29) 
Dave Apollon Co 
BUFFALO 
Buffale (26) 
Borrah Minevitch C 
CHARLOTTE 
Carolina (27+ only) 
Phil Spitainy Ore 
AGO 


3 Arnolds 





Harrison & Shore 


Betty & Escorts 
Aristocrats 
sOLIET 
Rialte (1 oarly) 
Dick Powell 


MEAMI 
Olympia (25-28) 


Dick Powell 
SPARTENBURG 
Carelina (26 only) 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
SPRINGFIELD 
Orpheum (30 only) 
Dick Powell 
SOUTH REND 
Palace (29 only) 
Dick Powell 


TOLEDO 
Paramount (26-28) 
Dick Powell 











Via: 


Touring With 
TOMMY DORSEY ORCH 


NOW 


LORRAINE AND ROGNAN 


WINFIELD AND FORD 
MARK J. LEDDY 




















RKO 








BOSTON 
Keith (26-31) 
American Gauchos 
Barr & “Estes 
3 Oxford Boys 
Terry Howard Co 
Beverly Roberts 
Dead End Kids 
CENCINNATI 
Shubert (26) 
Berni Vici Rev 
Calgary Bros 
(19) 


Kay Kyser Ore 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (26) 

Honey Fam 

Johnny Downs 

Gregory & Raym’d 

Lew Parker Co 

Lester Cole Co 





Ray Bolger 


(19) 
Yacopi Tr 
Gil & B Maison 
Henny Youngman 
Harris & Shore 
Dick Powell 


COLUMBUS 
Proctors (26) 
Ted Lewis Orc 


DAYTON 
Colonial (26) 
Park Ave Scandals 
(19) 

Andy Devine Co 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (26-28) 
Robbins Bros & M 
Pat Henning Co 
Randall Sis 
Don Rice 
Canestrellys 


| PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (25) 
| eve Arden 
3 Wiles 
LaVernes 
Paul Winchell 
Kay Hamilten 
16 Lonergan Gls 
PORTLAND 
Strand (71) 
Benny Goodman Cr' 





woemomo 





Barney Gullant’s 


Ann Palmer 
Irene barclay 
Nellie Paley 
Carier & Bowie 

Beachcomber 
Matty Malneck Ore 
Mapy Cortes 


BI Bertolott!’s 


Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo’s Kh’mba Hd 
Lynn & Marianne 
Roberta Welch 
Billy Cascade 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Ann White 
Freda Sullivan 
Bil’s Gay 90's 
Will Oakland 
Ben Bernard 
Ethel Gilbert 
Billy Lorraine 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Stephen Isles 
Cafe Society 
Joe Sullivan Orc 
| Cinderella Club 


Mitchel Davidson 
; Verna Cooke 

' Jennie Dolova 

| Jean LaMarr 
Mannie Rattiner 
| Jose Torres Trio 
| Irene Mauseth 
Elena 

Peter Pinto 


Chub 18 


Jack White 

Pat Harrington 
Floria Vestoff 
Frankie Hyers 
Beale St Boys 
Sackie Gleason 
Barbara Long 
Jimmy Brewster 
G Andrews Urc 


Club Gaucho 


Los Argentinos 
Gabriel! & Giralda 
Los Caballeros 
Marie del Carmen 
Luis Ortiz 
Argentina Mia 
Louis Ryou 
Frances Hillock 
Cotton Chub 
Louis Armstrong O 
Alan & Anise 
Bobby Evans 
Stump & Stumpy 
Maxine Sullivan 
Avis Andrews 
Princess Vanessa 
Diamon@ Herseshee 
Noble Sissle Ore 











Warner 


Don McGrane Orc 
Fritzi Scheff 
Beatrice Kay 
Claire Scott 
Margot Brander 





Frank Libuse 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (26) 
Paul Whiteman Orc 
19) 


Shep Fields Orc 
Dead End Kids 
Don Rice 
J Lenny & Statler 2 
PYFTSBUBGH 
Stanley (26) 
Johnny Davis Orc 
3 Stvuoges 
Cliff Edwards 
Gloria Dixon 
Brewster 2 
Alcxander D’Arcy 
Evelyn Fahrney 
Margie Bell 


(19) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Del Rios 
Don Cummings 
Sunny Rice 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (26) 
Red Skelton 
Dorothy Bruce 
Toy & Wing 
Chick & Lee 
Gae Foster Gls 
Toppers 
(19) 
Red Skelton 
Flo Mayo 
Samuels Bro & H 
Gae Foster Gls 
4 Sauvires 





Tom Patricola 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
Bl Chico 
Hugo Mariani Or« 
Soledad Miralles 
Dorita & Valero 
La Gitanilla 
Maria Lopez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Famous Deor 
Woody Herman Orc 
4 Inkspots 


52nd St. Tony’s 








Independent 


Spivy 

Elsie Houston 
John Sebastian 
Tony Soma 








NEW YORK CITY 
Century (26-28) 
Petty King Orc 
Music Hall (25) 
Harrison & Fisher 
Paul Haakon 
Leda Anchutina 
Marie Grimaldi 
Earl Lippy 
Shefter & Brenner 
Rockettes 
Corps. de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Rexy (26) 
Abis Andrews 
Dorothy Crooker 
Savoy Jitterbugs 
Biil Bailey 
Paul Ash Ore 
Windsor (25) 
Jimmy Durante 
Jay Mills Ore 
Lee Dixon 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
2 Zephrs 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (25) 
Dead End Kids 
Ann Dupont Orc 
Milt Herth 3 
D Popikoff Tannen 
Judy Ellington 
Chester Fredericks 
BALTIMORE 
Hippedrome (26) 
Bob Dupont 
Rimacs 
Conga Dancers 


State (28-31) 
Warner & Margie 
Keaton & 
Carnival of Dance 

‘ €AMDEN 

Towers (26) 
Letrees 
Frankie Darro 
Prank Comnville 
Bellit & Eng Bros 
Eddie Stanley Co 
16 Lonergan Gis 

ELIZABETH 

Liberty (26-28) 
Jans & Lynton R: 
Doyle & Donnelly 
3 Bishop Bros 
(2 to fall) 

FALL RIVE! 

(28-25) 
Radio Ramblers 
O'Donnell & Bilai: 
'6 Lucky Gls 
Valle & Doreen 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (26-28) 
Bob Howard 
4 Coeds 
Valle & Doreen 
(2 to fill) 
MEMPHIS 

Orpheum (26) 
C Deacon Moore ( 

PATERSON 

Majestie (26-29) 





Tiny Town Fol 


Armfield | 

















Greenwich Vilage 
Casino 

Geo Renard Ore 

| Tom Hardy 

Val Voltane 

Bleanor Woods 

Jules de Salvo 4 

Linda March 

Denise 


Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore | 
| Juanite Sanabria Or 
Rosita Rios 
Sergio Orta 
Estela & Papo 
Gene Alvarez | 
Pedrito & Chino H 
Tapia & Maclovia 
Elba Valladares 

Hickory House 
Louis Prima Orc 
Hollywd Restaurant 
| Vincent Lang Orc 
Lee Royce 
Dorothy Manners 
| Rita Renaud 





Ramona 
| Georgette 
| Anne Crosby | 
| Bothwell Browne G 


Botet Ambassadeur | 
(Trianon Room) 
| Ramon Ramos Ore 
Marissa [lores 
D'Angelo & Porter 
Hotel Astor 
' Dick Kuhn Ore 
Sande Williams Or« 


Gene Sheldon 
Muriel Windsor 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (26) 
Polly Jenkins Co 
(19) 
Byrne 3 
Hickey Bros 
Gauthier Co 
SEATTLE 
Palomar (19) 
Major Bowes Co 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 





II'tel Belmont-Plaza 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Everett West 
Frank Gaby 
Betty Keane 
Motel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hote? Bittmore 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Harrison Sis 
4 Bachelors 
Patsy Parker 
Jean Blair 
Vera Fern 
Ann Durson 
Hotel 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Dick Stabile Orc 
Motel Lexington 
Lani McIntire Orch 
Honolulu Maids 
Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Titan Trio 
Grace & Nikko 
Paul Gerrits 
Ghoria Day 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Glenn Miller Orc 
Hotel Park Certral 
(Coveoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Orc 
Ann Kiess 
Hetel Pierre 
Richard Himber Or 
Ethel Levy 
Fred Lowery 
Gali Gali 
Ella Shields 
Georgie Harris 
Hotel Plaza 
Henry King Ore 


| Maurice & Cordoba 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Orc 
Russell Swann 


Hotel St. Moritz 


Eddie Varzos Orc 
Fawn & Jordan 
Betty Bradley 
Glen Pope 

3 Idlers 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Tridfum Reem) 


Chas Baum Ore 
Dorothy Lewis 

B & J Heasley 
Marie de Forest 
Harriette Haddon 
Berniece Stewart 
Lucille La Marr 
Thekla Horn 
Norah Gale 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Taft 

Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
| Light Brigade 
| Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
(Empire Boom) 
| Everett Hoagland O 
| Sara Ann McCabe 
Giovanni 
(Sert Room) 
Mischa Borr Orc 
| Mario & Floria 
| Frakson 
Gypsy Markoff 


Kit Kat Club 


Connie McLean (¢?r: 
Pearl Baines 
| Flash & Dash 
| Velma Middleton 
'3 Jones Boys 
Bob Parrish 
| Ida James 
Bessie Dudley 
| Alma Turner 
| La Conga 
| Carlos Molina ‘' 
Drigo Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Desi Arnaz 
Aida Alvarez 
Elia & Elio 
Sarita Herrera 
La Martiniqu 





, Pancho Ore 


Corinna Mura 
Vernons 


| George Church 


Larue 

Eddie Davis Orc 
Joseph Smith Or: 

Le Coq Rouge 
Nicki Raymond ( 
Don Marton Orc 
Marie Spalding 
Tisdale 3 

Leon & Eddie’+ 
Eddie Davis 
Ramona Ore 
Virginia Valley 
Donald Burr 
White & Manning 


| Eleanor Wood 
Billie & B Burnell | 


Flash & Sunda 


VARIETY 


r 
Mon Paris 

Larry Siry Ore 

Mary Cohan 


Pentheuse 
Paul Taubman 
Eli Spivak 
Sigrid Lassen 

Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz 
Arthur Tubert 
Vincent Pe Costa 
Bill) Farrell 


Joe Ellis Orc 
Grace & C Herbert 
Madalyn White 
Tom Barry 

Dana Kirby 


Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Orc 
Marlynn & Michael 
Rainbow Reom 

Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Morris King Orc 
Doleres Anderson 
Una Wyte 
Bob Neller 


Russian Kretchma 


Gypsy Rita 

Tania 

Simeon Karavaeff 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Usdonov 
Volodia Katov Orc 


Beverly Wilshire 
Ray Nobdte Oro 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 


Joaquin Garay 

Chuck Foster Ore 

Jimmy Castle 

Sunny O'Dea 

Peggy Taylor Trio 

Fred Scott 

Grey & Kathleen 

3 D's 

Alfredo Rhumba Bd 

Dorothy Brandon 
Cafe La Maze 

Edithe Reed 

Hal Chansior Ore 


Club Bali 


Robert Bard 
Georgia Trio 


Cocoanut Grove 


Horace Heidt Orc 
and Entertainers 


Kari Carroll - 
Bob Bromley 
Bob Williams 
Red Dust 
Ruft Davis 
Walter ‘Dare’ 
Juvelys 
Ray Parker 
Porthole 
Hubert Castle 
Sterner Sis 
Ken Stevens 
Bill Brady 
Christins 
Evelyn Hirsch 
Singing Strings 
Jean Tighe 
Edward Aguilar Or 
Manny Strand Orc 

Flerentine Garden 
Sally Rand & Her 

40 Entertainers 

Billy McDonald Ore 


Grace Huyes Lodge 
Charlie Foy 
Odette Myrtle 

Joe Frisco 

Grace Hayes 

Fred Keating 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Jeffrey Gill 

Johnny Black Ore 


Hawalian Paradise 


Luana Woods 
Sam Koki Orc 


En Conga 


Lloyd Pantages 
The Costellos 


Wahl 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Roem) 

H McCreery Orc 

Don & Audrey LeM 


Bismarck Mote! 

(Walnut Room) 
Hadiey Gls 
Geraldine Ross 
Joey Reardon 
Howard Brooks 
Art Kassel Orc 


Blackhawk 

Joe Sanders Orc 
Adrienne 
Sis & Bud Roberts 
Helen Rogers 
Blackstone Hotel 

(Balinese Km) 
Californians Orc 
Jeannette 

Breveort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 





| Florence Schuman 
| Cecile Pittman 

| Hill & Frederick 
Hroacdment 


Lydia Harris 
} Dot Cartson GIs 
Paul Burkette 
oss & Lyman 
Francine 
| Jane Moran 
Herb Rudolphs re 
Chez Paree 
| Gertrude Neisen 
| Paul Draper 
| Romo Vincent 
Kay Katya & Ka) 
Lou Breeze Orc 
Club Alabam 
Rio & Rita 
Sadie Moore 
Bee Haven 
Bernard & Henrie 
Bernie Adler 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Orc 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Minuet 
Inez Gambel 
Betty Hill 
Alvira Morton 
Art Fischers Orc 
Del Estes 
Coleny Cinb 
Frank Fay 
Edna Sedgwick 
Caesar & Rosita 
| Xavier Cugat Or 
} Colosimos 
Jack Prince 
Eve Arden 
| Yvette Dare 





Show RBar 

(Ferest Hills) 
Jules Alberti Ore 
4 Debutantes 
Mildred Tanner 
Tap-A-Rhythms 
Doris Moore 
Natalie Gilbert 
Gloria Dawn 


Stork Club 


Charlie Murray Ore 

Menchito Ore 
Teny Pastor’s 

Mario Merin Orc 

Larry McMahon 

Pat Rossi 

Gail 2 - 

Betty Brooks 

Judy Roberts 


Vermilles 


Charles Reader Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Carmen Miranda 
Sergio de Karlo 
Village Barn 
Tommy Blue Ore 
Radio Rubes 
Dell O'Dell 
Miriam Verne 
Richards & Carson 
Dick Stuart 
Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Orc 
Marcella Claire 
Bileen Mercedes 
Barbara Johnson 
Barbara McDonald 





LOS ANGELES 


Kalie Bros Ore 
Phillip Lopez Orc 
Onyx Club 
Robert Jefferson 

Jonah Jones 
Jackie Williams 
Stuff Smith Orc 


HM Cafe 


Arvine Dale 
Joe Moshay Ore 


Paris Ian 


Loyce Graham 

Hugo & Tyra 

George & Nanette 

Dominic 

Marg’ rite & M'rtinez 

Ken Henryson 

Eric Massey 

Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Oro 

Sardi’s 

Del Porter and His 

Feather Merchants 
Seven Seas 


Danny Kaanna 

Hawk @haw 

Mel Peterson 

Lillian Gibson 

Al McIntyre 

BE Bush Quartette 
Slapsy Maxie’s 

Reis Bros 

Loraine de Woods 

Great Revel 

Maxie Rosenbloom 

Sid Tomack & R B 

Jerry Brandow 

Moore & Lewis 

Red Stanley Orc 
Somerset House 

Lou Sailee Orc 

Swanne Ian 


Art Tatum 
Charlie Evans 
Topsy’s 
G'ndfathers Follies 
M Marcellino Ore 
Vietor Hugo 
Garwood Van Ore 
White Elephant 
3 High Hatters 
Annabelle 
Jessie Cryor 
Ruby Logan 
Lou Crawford 
Doug Finnis Ore 
Wilshire Bowl 
Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris Ore 
Ruth Robin 





CHICAGO 


Eddie White 
Frank Quatrel!l Orc 
Pronaph Gls 


Clab Petisa 


Dorise Bradley 
Sam Theard 
Marion Abernathy 
Wesley Long 
Chippie Hill 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Willle 
Charles Isom 
Partelic Gls 
Red Saunders Orc 
Congress Hotel 
(Glasa Hat Rm) 


Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Km) 





Joe Vera 

(Casino) 
Ted Fio Rita O: 
{Pat Travers 
Vicki Allen 
| Carol King 
| Tito Carol 
| Mare Ballero 

Drake Hotel 

(Gold Coast Room) 
Pinky Tomlin Orc 
Bernice Stone 
Stroud Twins 
Maurice & Maryee 


Edgewnter Beach 


ote 

(Beach Walk) 
Ted Weems Ore 
Marvel Maxwell 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Red Ingle 
Enrico & Novello 
Doreen Gls 
Harriet Smith Gi! 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 


Paul Rossini 
Johnny Howard 
Houston & Hard: 
Nino Rinalki Ori 
Franke’s Casin 
Patsy Lu Rains 
Mary Camp 
Diane Clifton 
Ritchies 
Helen Fox 
Kay Karrol!l 
Tonya 
Buddy Kirby 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley ©. 
Gay 90's 
| Ginger Woods 
| Sid Sechapps 
| De Nova Twins 
| Toby Lee 
Jessie Garwood 





Bob Danders Jr Or | 


Toasty Paul Ore 
Patricia Thomas 


Grand Terrace 


Ear! Hines Ore 
Katherine Perry 
Hortons 
Beachcombers 
Red & Curley 
Grant Page 
‘Lucille Wilkins 
Leonard Reed 


Harry's New York 


Ralph Cook 
Florenza 
Dimitri & Frances 
Louise Shannon 
Mel Cole Orc 
Three Talents 
Hoveler Gis 

Hi Hat 


Willie Shore 

Gus Van 

Mary Lane 
Kretlow Gis 
Alphonse Berg 
Jimmy Cassidy Ore 


Ivanhoe 
Kit Kat 4 
Al Trace Ore 


Holly Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Kay Becker 


L’Aigion 
Mary W Ktlpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Don Quixote Orc 
Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 


( Front Reom) 
Little J Little Ore 
Kathleen Quinn 


Liberty Inp 


Pinky Tracy 
Roma 

Valerie 

Mary Davies 
John Howard 
Georgia LeReau 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Van Toffs Orc 


McLaughlin's 
Lou Reynolds 
Stan Rittoff Ore 

Millstones 


Frank Donia 
June Harlin 
Jack Roland Ore 
Edna Riley 


Morrisen Hetel 
(Boston Oyster 
Houee) 


enone Gotthelf 
June St Claire 
Old Heldelberg 


Old Heidelberg Co 
Murray Octett 
Raonl Kantrow 
Sally Sharrat 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Herbie Ore 

Palmer House 

(E Reom) 
Orin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie G Baker 
Glover & La Mae 
Howard Nichols 
Walton & O’Rourke 


Anchorage 
Bradfords 
Johnny Graff Ore 
Benneo Dicco 
Roberta Roberts 
Anchorage Stock Co 
Nick Frazetti 
Gumpy Comfort 


Benny the Bum 
Teddy Rodrigues 
Bea Saxon 
Miro & Mara 
Frances-Alice Gl 
Charlie Kempner 
Bob Mack 
Leo Zollo Ore 
V'g’'ia McNaughton 

Burgundy Rm 

(Hotel Bellevue- 

Strafford) 
Cliff Hall 
Gloria Vanderbilt 


Cadillac Tavern 


Lillian Chapman 
| Bette Hendriques 
| Adrienne Gordon 
; Audrey Joyce 
| Carmen Duvallon 
Freddie Shear Ore 
Birns & Burnachi 
Jack Newlon 
| Bonnie Stewart 
| Billy Hayes Orc 
| Doris O'Shea 
Buck & Bubbles 
Eddie Thomas 
Kippy Velez 
| Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
| Pat Procelli 
Nikki Nikola! 
Betty Williams 
Frankie Schluth 
! Walt Temple Orc 
Club 15 
Dorothy La Vore 
Jerry Delmar Orc 
| Yvonne 
Selma 
Evelyn Bradley 
Coilege Inn 
Mildred Gilson 
Ruth Martin 
Rhinehart & Mason 
Danny Montgomery 
Viola Klaiss Orc 
Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 
Joe Kraft Ore 
June Eldridge 
| Starke & Dorne 
| Beryl Walker 
Detmonico’s 
| Danny White 
| Florence Hallman 
| Corday & Triano 
| Derby Wilson 
Fonda & St Claire 
Eddy Morgan Ore 
| Dutkin’sRathskeller 
| Frank Ponti 
| Ann Carol 
Casper & Roth 
Terri Andre 
Joe Venturi 
Irving Braslow Orc 
| El Chico 
Al Moore’s Ore 
| Mimi Rollins 
} Pat Chandler 
| Jack Randall 
| Paula Montoys 
| 2 Windsors 
| Kay Laverly 
| Embassy 
'Geo Clifford 





| 
| 
| 


Graemere Hotel 
Glass Heuse Bm) 
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Abbott Dancers 
Phil Deoley Orc, 


Sherman Hote 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Bmpire Boys 
Jerry Glidden 
(Panther Room) 


Connie Hatnes 
Tommy Wilson 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Fats Waller Orc 
Mardoni 

} Roberts & White 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Wally Rand 
ney 4 Saxon 

&@ Judy > Stewart 
, Fn Rosella 


Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gis 
Connie Fanslav 
Kay Norre 

Carol Lord 

Alyse Serf 


Dagmar 

Jackson & Nedra 
Carrie Finnelle 
Ann Valentine 
Taylor & Allen 
Roots Burns 
Joan Wuvcds 
50! lake Oro 
Tripol! 3 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Griff Williams Orc 
Buddy Marino 


Suzie ‘Q’ 
Yvonne Nova 
Thelma Marlin 
Texas Lee 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 


SBwingiand 
Johnny Long Ore 
George Gould 
Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 

Nick Brooks Gis 


tt 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
4 Sharps Oro 
Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharon 

Muriel Joseph 
Rae Collins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Genevieve Val 
Marsh McCurdy 


Tower Inn 


Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 

Fifi Decca 
Leonard 2 

Bob O Let Gis 

$8 Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 


Yar 


Doriss Wittich Ore 
Janina LaBoda 
Claudia Coralli 





PHILADELPHIA 


Johnny Parrish 
Betty & Sue 
Pat Williams 
Lita Moya 
Virginia Mason 
Billy Maples 
Edith Pillsner 
Louise Hagen 
Sidney Day 
Aileen Cunningham 
Curt Weiler Ore 
Nikke Nikol 
Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie “supéer 
Dorothy Murphy 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Blanco Ore 


Evergreen Casino 


Maureen & Nova 
Kay Allen 
Monty Wolf 
Countess Monoff 
Mildred King 
Ruth Heiselman 
Leone Leslie 
Helen Chuckles 
Vee Ames Gls 
Pat Shevlin Orc 
Madelyn Wallace 
Millie Jestrah 


1523 Locust 


Ethelind Terry 
Bunbles Shelby 
Music Hall Gis 
Gloria Ray 
Bernice Berg 
Frances Lenox 
Elaine Black 
Lorene Rhoda 
Dolores Merrill 
Kings of Swing Or 
Peggy McCloud 
Ted & Al Lane 


Hotel Ben Franklin 
Garden Terrace 


Pete Foster 
Lang Thompson Or 
Peggy Nolan 
Chuck Eton 
‘Foo’ Martin 


Gay 90's 


Chic WilJiams Orc 
Blackie Johnson 
Black Eyed Peas 
Holmes & Henry 
Wee Wee Kay 
Juanita Johnson 
Vernon Guy 
Gruber’s Hof dravu 
Johny Bauer 
Mann & Videll 
Nadine 

Monya Alba 
Gruber Hof Brau O 
Marie 


Henri’s 


Andre & Frances 
Ray O'Day 

Al Blank 

Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne’s Orc 
Hildebrand’s 
Leslie Sis 

Matto & Therese 
Billy Brill 

Pete Hays 

Lydia White 
Blossom Gls 

Abe Sherr 
Maurice Belmont 
Bobby Lee Orc 
Hildebrand 3 


Hotel Adeiphia 








(Hawaiian Roof) | 
Al Vierra Orc 


Jack Lynch’ 
(BH Walton Reet) 
3 Swifts 
Jack Waldron 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
M’jorie Gainsworth 
Midge Fielding 
Charles Barnes 
Glamour Gls (12) 
Herb Dubrow 
Sally Lamarr 
John Torrence 
Edna ‘Torrence 
Mona Reed 
Toy & Wing 
Betty Ann Shor 
Helene Heath 
Nell Fontaine Ore 
Jimmy Blake 


Zam Session 
Billy Kreshmer O 
Jim Thorpe 

Hotel White Way 

(Ateo, N. J.) 
Buddy Merriman 
Martin & Lee 
Johnny Kraus Ore 
Marietta 

Latimer Club 
Mary Lee 
Joan MacFarland 
Beverly Fisher 
‘rommy Monroe 
Barbara Bradley 
Billy Lee 
Joseph Hayes Orc 

Lexington Casino 
4 Tep Hatters 
Bobbie White 

3 Wonders 

Rube, Eddie & J 
Artie, Cashie & M 
Frank Hall 

Sadie Lang 

Eddie Murray 
Charlie Games Orc 


Lide Veniee 


4 Glamour GIs 
Frankie Schluth 
Marcellus 3 

Sunny Mason 

Lido Venetians 
Laura Crane 
Murphy & Yvonne 


Little Rathskeller 


Jackie Whalen 
Bert St Claire 
O'Connor Bros 
Isabel Brown 
Murray Wood 
Midgie Fellows 
Peter Sis 
Victor Hugo Orc 
Manoa Inn 
Bob Ridley 
Nolan Bros 
Troy 
Frank Cuneo Orc 
Dianni Rochelle 
Edythe Sallade 
Dee Doree 
Shandor & Margo 
New Leader Cafe 
Eddie Jarvis Ore 
Davie Steiner 
Detty Moore 
Rose Gillen 
Pegxy LaMarr 
Open Door 
Jean O'Neil 
Andy Russell 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Dortie Brennan 
La Shons 
Jimmie Rossi 
Buck Calhoun 
Don Anton Orc 
Patumbo’s 
Cosmos & Lolita 
Gotham Gls 
Estelle Sloan 
Poke & Moke 
Geo & Jean 
How Reynolds 
Mitzi Sandre 
Marie Latell 
Dianne Collier 
Jeanie Van 
Philadelphian Room 
Don Renaldo Bd 
Kellettie & Deanne 
Buddy Thomas 
Billie Kenny 
Rusty Chapelll 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Martha Perry 
John BElliott 
6 Frolicettes 
Purple Devby 


Betty Smythe 
Alice Worth 
Barry Houston 
Club Irving 
Winder Festival 
Charlyss 

Sistie Bockman 
Gerry Mundorft 
Larry Tobler 
Sparky 

Lois Lee 

Club Miami 


Serenaders Orc 


Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Orc 


Baleonades 


Bart Rodgers Orc 
Dottie Alee 

Bill Green’s 
Phil Levant Orc 
Gale Robbins 
Don Gardoni 
Herbie Walsh 
Club Belmont 
Eddie Schaeffer 
Marty Miller 
Jean Martin 
Edith Morgan 
Jack Lecke 


Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Orc 
Dean Sis 
Flo Parker 


ur 





Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 


Nan Reilly 
Lillian Russell 
Dettie Moore 
Margie Reed 
Willie Osborne 
Helen 
Ann 
Jean Lamarr 
Margie Mealy 
Betty Mealy 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Orc 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 
Red Lion Inn 
Day Sis 
Ed Chambers Ore 
tty Smith 
rank Dumont 
Sansem House 


Richard _Bach 
Joe Dougherty 
Buddy Nugent 
Bill Donahue 

Rendezvous 

¢(Hete? Senator) 

Mexiean Band 
Aztec Indian 

Spatela’s 
Doris Stauffer 
Daphne Stauffer 
Bob Ryan 

Stork Club 


Cook & Brown 
Jerry Vance 
Tremore & Claire 
Bebe Sherman 
Henry Patrick Ore 
Alan Gale 
Stamp's Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Darlene Jones 
Mabel Scott 
Billy Bailey 
Al Moore ‘Trio 
Jack & Johnny 
Music Hall Gls 
Joe Armstrong 
Peggy Shields 


Sliver Lake ina 
(€fementon) 
Alice Lucey 
M Famithant Ore 
Andre Francis 
George Reed 
Windsors 
20th Century 
Clif€ Conrad 
16 Yvonettes 
Shannon & Mein 
Billie Elton 
Hal Thompson Ore 
Midgie Fellows 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Venice Grille 
Nora Williams 
Marlene Chester 
Al Blanc 
Geo Marchetti! Ore 
Lillian Ramsey 
Joe Reilly 
Viking Cafe 
Wayne & Kenyon 
Geo Scotti 
Happy Thompson 
Billie Beck 
Jimmy Naegra Ore 
Grace O'Hara 
Warwick Hotel 
Herb Hagenor Orc 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Jack Moss 
Elmer Seltrer 
Ilse Hart 
Bruders Alpine Tr 
Ted & Julia 
Rudy Bruder 
Emil & Evelyn 
Syd Golden 
Pat Sullivan 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Paul Kirkland 
Margo Sis 
Wilson’s 
Joe Hough, mae 
8 Guardsmen 
Marion 
Texas Tommy 
Jordon & Grace 
Clayton Johnson 
Harry Johnson Ore 
Geo Bakay 
Yacht Club 
Yvonne Francis 
Vice Cooper 
Bob Karee 











Bella Belmont Whitey 
Ann White Roger Patterson Or 
Marty Burke Ore Lola Claire 
Andy’s Ruth Clark 
Irving Jacobs Velma White 
Nee Wong & Toy om r 
aad Secaieinen Greenwich Village 
tladys Blaine Ada Louise 
Joan Latoure Rosemary Kenny 
? a Barbara Sheard 
Club Candee Little Joe Little 
Howard Mann Anton Cotton Ore 
Sherman B & Tessie I * 
: snigi’s 
Ardis Ma 
vheties = Bohn Trio 


4 Co-Eds 

Pat LaFrance 
George Mathews 
Mitzi Montay 
Chet Bort 

Mickey Mann Ore 


Prison Inn 
George Marion 
Dot Tapper 
Bianca 

Town Club 


Joe Daley Co 


Larry Layton Brownie Hodge 

Eddie Van Ellen Lee 

Jerry Spencer Don Smith Ore 
Anchorage Cork and Bottle 


Jaek Davis 
Harlem Casino 

Sunset Royal Oreo 

Froshine 

Jellia Smith 

Ralph Brown 

Genevieve Glover 


| Moke & Poke 


Faye & Jimmy 
Myrtle Wilson 
Red Simmons 
Judy Cadova 
Earle & Frances 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Bill Akin Orc 
June Cook 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Johnny Long Orc 


Jack Edmundson 
Helen Young 


(Continued on page 46) 
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‘Pidnight Frolic Fold Is Final Sad |" 
Chapter to the Theatre-Cafe Flash 





idnight Frolic, nee the Para- 
Png Broadway, folded Saturday 
aignt (20), ringing down the final 
curtain on deluxe nitery operation 
in New York. Preceding the Frolic, 
the International Theatre-Restaurant 
shuttered Jan. 11, one week after the 
newly reopened French Casino 
called it quits following a single 
week of a straight vaude show ‘pro- 
duced’ by Lew Brown. 

In closing the Midnight Frolic, 
which reopened Dec. 28 as the Zieg- 
feld Midnight Frolic with a lavish 
production staged by Seymour Felix, 
Nicky Blair, operator for a group of 
backers, has finally given up trying 
to put the big spot back in the profit 
class. Last week the N. Y. supreme 
court forced Blair to relinquish the 
Ziegfeld name as a result of a suit 
prought by Billie Burke (Ziegfeld), 
Loew’s and Shuberts, who claimed 
ownership of the Ziegfeld name for 
all show, business and title pur- 
poses. How much this affected busi- 
ness is not known, but the curve 
downward was sharp enough to 
force Blair to close the doors. The 
last production, one of the nitery’s 
best in its existance, is said to have 
cost around $60,000 alone. 

On Monday (22), the Paradise Ca- 
tering Corp. filed a voluntary pe- 
tition of bankruptcy in the N. Y. 
federal court, but failed to list as- 
sets or liabilities. 

Canning AGVA Row 

There’s some dispute now between 
the International's operator, Chester 
H. Canning, Boston gas station pro- 
prietor, and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists over salaries due the 
performers in the International’s last 
show. Acts all held four-week con- 
tracts, were paid for the first two, 
but payment on checks for the third 
stanza was stopped. Canning is then 
said to have offered the performers 
the third week’s salaries if they 
would sign releases for the fourth, 


7 





to accept this proposal and hold out 
for the full terms of their contracts. 

It’s possible now that AGVA may 
also demand four weeks’ additional 
pay, claiming the union’s contract 
with the International and Canning 
personally called for a closing notice 
to be posted backstage and with 
AGVA, with failure to do this calling 
for another four weeks’ pay for all 
performers in the show. Jean Muir, 


pro tem executive secretary of 
RRS ede 
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Clifford C. Fischer's 
“FOLIES BERGERE” 
Sole Direction: 
Charles Ferrier, Ltd. 
125/89, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London, W. (©, 2 Bus. Manager: 
J. Alexander 











but AGVA notified its members not | 





AGVA, stated yesterday (Tuesday) 
that to her knowledge Canning did 
not post the notice at the Interna- 
tional, or inform the union that the 
spot would close. 

The theatre-cabaret and deluxe 
nitery era on Broadway dates back 
to early December, 1933, when the 
Casino de Paree opened on west 54th 
street in a theatre that had been re- 
converted at a cost of $125,000. First 
show in the spot was staged by Billy 
Rose, cost $20,000 and headlined Max 
Baer, who hadn’t yet become heavy- 
weight champ, at $3,000 net per 
week. Spot was an immediate click 
and prompted the operators to re- 
open the former Hammerstein the- 
atre, on Broadway and 53rd street, 
with a similar policy but cheaper 
scale, Billy Rose also staging there. 

Success of the Casino de Paree con- 
tinued until Clifford’ C. Fischer, in 
association with Shapiro, Haring & 
Blumenthal, owners of the property, 
reopened the Earl Carroll theatre on 
Seventh avenue as the French Ca- 
sino. This dealt the Casino de Paree 
and the Hammerstein spot a stagger- 
ing blow from which they never re- 
covered and ultimately closed. It’s 
notable that the French Casino was 
also finally knocked off by the open- 
ing of the International, though Billy 
Rose successfully reprised it for a 
while as the Casa Manana. 

One immediate effect of the the- 
atre-cabarets was to force the Para- 
dise and Hollywood (latter long since 
closed and now the site of Ripley’s 
Odditorium) to switch to costlier en- 
tertainment than the strictly gir] 
shows. Neither of these spots, how- 
ever, evidently could keep up the 
pace. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, Jan. 23. 
Harriet Emerson, former Century 
circuit worker, is a new arrival at 
the Will Rogers; ditto Charles How- 
ard. 

Mike Cojohn is up for one meal a 
day; Marya Blake weathered the 
‘nerve” operation; Carl Kern took 
his initial pneumo-thorax success- 
fully, and John Louden is back after 
a vacash in Paterson, N. J. 

Pete Conroy, ex-Boston, Mass., 
hoofer, who spent some time here, is 
now with a Montreal theatre. 

Jimmy (Lambs Club) Marshall 
here for a checkup and trying to 


overcome a few weak spots. He will 
bed it for awhile. 
Camille Carpentier, ex-N.V.A-ite 


who came here to win and won, is 
now toiling in the information booth 
at Keith’s, Boston, 

Kitty Horan is penciled in for the 
‘nerve’ operation. 

Earl Redding, Cliff Heather and 
Max Smallen are doing nifties with 
the airing routine at the Rogers. 

Rudy Gaylor (Warner Bros.) is a 
newcomer at the Rogers. 

Medicos from here, there and every- 
where were entertained at the Will 
Rogers by Dr. George Wilson, 
its chief medico. 

Write to those who are ill. 
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2ND WEEK, STRAND, NEW YORK 


Personal Management: 
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PHIL OFFIN 








VAUDEVILLE 


Vauders Sought By 
Pearce for Air Show 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Al Pearce is casting around for old 
time vaude performers to spot on his 
Dole radio program. For the past 
week he has auditioned a score or | 
more, but so far none of the talent | 
has the flexible qualities necessary 
for adjustment to kilocycle adapt- 
ability. 
It is Pearce’s plan to use vauders, 
whose talents fit in with the Pearce 
comedy formula, in guest spots, 


AGVA EXEC SEC 
POST STILL 
UNFILLED 




















With Kenneth Thomson, Screen 
Actors Guild executive secretary, 
slated to fly back to the Coast Fri- 
day (26), the question of a successor 


to Dorothy Bryant as executive head 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists is still in the air. It had 
been hoped that Thomson might 
take on the job temporarily during 
the crisis precipitated by Mrs. Bry- 
ant’s resignation, but indications are 
he probably will not accept the as- 
signment. 

SAG official is at Miami today 
(Wednesday ) for a brief huddle with 
Joseph N. Weber, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians president, regard- 
ing an undisclosed matter, but he is 
due back in New York tomorrow 
morning (Thursday) and will attend 
meetings of the AGVA and Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists 
boards later in the day. Final de- 
cision on whether or not he will take 
temporary charge of AGVA’s affairs 
will not be made until he reports to 
the SAG board on the Coast. 

Mrs. Florence Marston, SAG’s east- 
ern representative, and Alan Corelli 
of the Theatre Authority, have been 
mentioned as possibilities for suc- 
cessor to Mrs. Bryant. Former was 
one of those considered by the board 
before Mrs, Bryant was selected for 
the job. Unlikely that anyone will 
be given the post permanently at this 
time, however. 

AGVA board meeting Monday 
(22) drew the best attendance of 
any such session in many weeks, 
with 14 members present. That was 
regarded as at least partly the re- 
sult of last week’s addition of eight 
new members to bring the board to 
full strength of 45. 

An AGVA rally was held Sunday 
(21) at the Apollo, Harlem, N. Y.,, 
with about 100 Negro performers 
present. Leslie Litomy, organizer, 
was in charge. 


‘ICE FOLLIES’ GETS 
$145,000 IN BOSTON 


Boston, Jan, 23. 

‘Ice Follies of 1940’ cleaned up at 
the Boston Garden last week, selling 
out every show and grossing about 
$145,000 for the stanza. 

Broke house record for attendance 
in nine performances, but not for | 
cash intakes, because of the $2.20 | 
top. 


Lynch Offers $900 Fine 
In Lieu of Club’s Closing 


Philadelphia, Jan. 23. 

The State Liquor: Control Board 
Thursday (18) suspended the liquor 
license of Jack Lynch’s club atop the 
Walton hotel for a period of 90 days 
after finding that the spot was guilty 
of selling booze after hours. Lynch, 
when apprised of the board’s de- 
cision, said he would pay a fine of 
$10 a day, or $900, which is generally 
allowed, in lieu of closing the cafe, 
and it is believed the SLCB would 
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e135 YEARS AGOe 


(From VARIETY) 











Tom Mix renewed contract with 
William Fox. Three-year termer 
called for $2,000,000 guarantee. 





Upon her arrival in N. Y. from the 
Coast, Dorothy Dwan was to wed 
Larry Semon. Comedian was on a 
two-week Gotham personal tour for 
Keith’s at $4,000 per. 





S. Z. Poli listed on the income tax 
records for $1,349,500 for 1924. 





Joe Schenck suggested vaudfilm 
policy in England. The Provincial 
Cinematograph Theatres, Ltd., larg- 
est theatre chain in England, favored 
the idea. 





The new sumptuous E. F. Albee 
theatre, Brooklyn, opened to a ca- 
pacity audience, On the bill were 


and McGinty, among others. 





presentation. 





Feodor Chaliapin, the Russian 
basso, was getting $3,000 per opera 
performance from the Met, the high- 
est ever paid to any opera performer. 
Caruso had been getting $2,000. 





Centralized booking office for all 
Famous Players picture theatres, an 
innovation, decided on at company’s 
Atlanta convention. 





Actual test of a pic house broad- 
casting revealed that radio had hurt 
the b.o., according to Managing Di- 
rector Erno Rapee, who tried it at 
his Fox theatre, Philadelphia, 


Julian Ektinge Stymied 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Julian Eltinge is appearing at the 
Rendezvous tuxed while attorneys 
for the Hollywood nitery are fighting 
the police commish ruling that the 
spot is not the proper place for the 
female impersonator’s act. 

He’ll just play greeter until the 
court hands down its ruling. 








Carlton Emmy’s Dogs, Willie West 


Second American appearance of 
Nikita Balieff’s ‘Chauve Souris,’ at 
the 49th Street, N. Y., was a smash 
success in the opening of its eight- 
week limited date. F. Ray Comstock 
and Morris Gest were doing the 
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AFM Gives Philly Local $7,500 
To Continue Pi 


cketing WB Houses 


Philadelphia, Jan. 23. 

Fund of $7,500 has been appropri- 
ated by the American Federation of 
Musicians to continue the local pick- 
eting of Warner Bros. theatres, which 
have refused, since Dec. 1 last, to 
renew orchestra contracts with Local 
77, AFM. Seven theatres are in- 
volved in the dispute, the Fox and 
Earle in the downtown section, the 
others in neighborhoods. 


Announcement of the sum which 
has been made available by officers 
of the international was made to 
union members by A. Rex Riccardi, 
secretary of the local, upon his re- 
turn last week from a meeting of 
top union officials in Miami. He 
also reported that unless the dispute 
with the circuit was quickly ad- 
| justed, and a new contract entered 
| into, he had the assurance that AFM 

would exert pressure on WB houses 

in other cities. He also intimated 
| that the union may withdraw musi- 
' cians regularly employed at the War- 
ner studio at Burbank. 


Squabble between the theatre 
management and the local union has 
been an annual affair for the past 
five years. Differences have arisen 
over contracts for the Fox and Earle 
theatres. Both theatres currently 
are on straight film policies. 

A mediator may be brought into 
the dispute between the Carman the- 
atre and the Musicians Union, ac- 
cording to reports. 

The North Philly indie dropped 
stage shows and its orch Dec. 8, 
when the union refused the Car- 
man’s request that its band contract 
be cut from 52 weeks to 46. Since 
then the house has been running on 
a straight film policy. 


ETHICS CODE SLATED 
FOR N.Y. AGENTS’ ORG. 


New York’s Artists Representa- 
tives Assn., new organization of tale 
ent reps., will probably get a code 
of ethics to keep the agents within 
bounds. ARA’s governing board 
met Monday (22) to work on a 
rough draft of the code, which will 
later be submitted for a vote from 
the general membership. 

I, Robert Broder, counsel for ARA, 
leaves tomorrow (Thursday) for 
Chicago to set up an ARA branch 
there. Several requests, he states, 
have come in from Chicago reps ask- 
ing an organization similar to the 
N.Y. setup in the Windy City. 
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accept his offer. 
This is the second time Lynch’s 
license has suffered suspension. 





May Elinore Stricken 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
May Elinore, once of vaude team 
May and Kate Elinore, is critically 
| ill at St. Katherine’s Hospital here 
| following a heart attack. 
Her sister, Kate, died 12 years ago. , 
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Wish to thank the Roxy production 
our act—and the Gae Foster ¢ 


Direction: E 
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WYNNE, BROCK and AMES 


staff for the splendid presentation of 
ijirls for their swell cooperation. 
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B’way Apprehensive Though B.0. Up; 
‘Juno $7,000; ‘Vanities’ Fair $12,500, 
‘Animal’ 166, DuBarry’ Tops, $32,000 








Although business generally picked 
up last week, Broadway is apprehen- 
sive about its chances through the 
balance of the winter. Lent has not 
been a serious deterrent to attend- 
ance in recent seasons, but that pe- 
riod starts earlier than in many years 
in 1940, Ash Wednesday being dated 
Feb. 7. Whether the shuffling of 
Lenten dates wil! affect the usually 
strong business that reaches a climax 
at Washington's birthday is prob- 
lematical. Federal income tax dead- 
line March 15 will doubtlessly curtail 
attendance several weeks prior to 
that date, as heretofore. 

Last week's incomers added little 
to the menu. Revival of ‘Juno and 
the Paycock’ drew a favorable press, 
and lively business was reported dur- | 
ing the latter half of the week, indi- | 
cating it may stick at the Mansfield. , 
where it topped $7,000 in seven times. 
‘The Man Who Killed Lincoln,’ at the 
Longacre, proved a costly dud and. 
was withdrawn Saturday (20). First | 
full week of Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ | 
was not strong at the St. James, tak- | 
ings approximating $12,500. 
chances are somewhat dubious. | 


‘The Male Animal’ went to $16,000. 
at the Cort, an expected climb, and is 
definitely among the list’s straigiit-, 
show leaders. Toppers continue to} 
be ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
‘Life With Father’ and ‘Skylark.’| 
‘Two on an Island,’ which opened at 
the Broadhurst Monday (22), won a! 
fairly good press, and its chances ap- | 
pear better than even. | 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ easily holds 
musical leadership and went close to, 
$32,000. ‘Too Many Girls’ is runner- | 
up at $28,000, while ‘Hellzapoppin’| 
continues strongly at $27,000. ‘Streets 
of Paris’ rates next. Latter moved to 
the Majestic from the Broadhurst on! 
Monday and dropped the scale. No: 
new musicals are due until spring, | 
and the current group should con-| 
tinue profitably. 

‘Time of Your Life’ moves from | 
the Booth to the Guild, with oe | 





World We Make,’ stopping or switch- 
ing on a co-op basis. Due next 
week, ‘My Dear Children,’ Belasco; | 
‘Geneva,’ Miller, and ‘Two for the} 
Show,’ Booth. 

‘Key Largo’ announces its final five 
weeks. Paul Muni drama will tour, 
finaling on the Coast. Drama has 
been doing fairly well, but did not 
range up with the season’s toppers. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ 46th Street 
(7th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Broad- 
way’s front runner drawing great 
business and the gross nearly $32,- 
000; agencies sell all tickets they can 


- 
— 


The Symbols 





Figures and comment indicate 
some attractions being suc- 
cesses while same gross credited 
others suggests mediocrities. 
That is explainable by the dif- 
ference in capacities and the 
varying cost of attraction op- 
eration. 

Symbols: R-revue; D-drama; 
M-musical; C-comedy; CD-com- 
edy drama; F-farce; O-operetta. 
Number of seats and top prices 
also given. 


‘ 











but may move to another house with 
cast co-operative; 9th week. 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Booth (13th 
week) (D-704; $3.30). When this one 
moves to Guild next week, ‘Two 
For the Show’ will occupy house; 
business up for ‘Time’ last week; 
quoted at $10,500. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (319th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Still indef- 
inite; long stayer averaging better 
than $4,000 which turns a small 
profit weekly. . 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (13th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). One of the 
good things among the musicals and 
primed for a clean-up; better last 
week with gross quoted at $28,000. 

‘Two On An Island,’ Broadhurst 
(CD-1,116; $3.30). Presented by the 
Playwrights; written by Elmer Rice; 


favorable notices out of town; 
opened Monday (22). 
‘Vanities,’ St. James (1st week) 


(R-1,520; $3.30). Attendance spotty 
during initial week when takings 
were estimated around $12,500. 
‘When We Are Married,’ Lyceum 
(4th week) (C-1,005; $2.75). Getting 
by with the aid of various types of 
cut rates; estimated around $3,500. 
‘Young Couple Wanted,’ Elliott 
(C-931; $3.30). Presented by Jerome 
Mayer; written by Arthur Wilmurt; 
opens tonight (Wednesday). 
ADDED 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (112th 
week) ¢R-961; $1.65). Garment work- 
ers union intimate revue turning 
weekly profit and should stick into 
another summer; over $7,500 and 
okay. 

‘Juno and the Paycock,’ Mansfield. 
Revival drew good press with some 
exceptional notices; bettered $7,000 
in seven performances and figured 
to stay. 

‘Folies Bergere,’ Broadway. Word 
of mouth may better attendance of 





get. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winte: Garden (70th 
week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Another mu- 
sical standout doing plenty alright, 
too; business rated over $27,000; 
looks set into warn. weather. 

‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore (8th week) 
(D-1,096; $3.30). Last five weeks an- 
nounced; claimed reason is to per- 
mit road dates prior to return of 
Paul Muni to Hollywood; business 
fair; $11,500. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (11th 
week) (C-1,096; $3.30). Clicking 
along to all house will hold with 


limit of standees; bettering $19,000. | 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (14th week)  (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Same goes for’ straight play top 
grosser which again got more than 


vaude-revue which has been doing 
moderately so far; names may be 
added to show. 


Cold Is Pitt and So 
Is ‘Three, Musical 








Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 

‘Three After Three’ ran into worst 
cold spell of the year here last week, 
and with temperatures below freez- 
ing, musical fared only moderately 
well at Nixon. Agreed on all sides 
that it was the mercury that kept 
gross down inasmuch as show col- 





$20,500. 
‘Man Who Killed Lincoln,’ Long- 
acre. Taken off Saturday after five 


performances; adverse press and no} 


b.o. 

‘Margin for Errer,’ Plymouth (12th 
week) (D-1,036; $3.30). 
sale indicates that gross will ma- 


ae Peg ashins — — tour set back Katharine Cornell hit | 

aunt idee Cie)” nome the ; bag. First unwanted dark stanza of | tions. 

moderate money shows; around $6,-|S€2S0n, only previous one having | 

000 consistently in this spot, and| been week before Xmas. House re- 

profitable. lights Monday (29) with “Scandals, 
‘Skylark,’ Morosco (14th week) with “Tobacco Road’ following. 


(C-951; $3.30). 
of Broadway’s productions this sea- 
son, and holding fine pace; close to 
$17,000. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Majestic (31st 
week) (R-1,715; $3.30). Moved here 
from Broadhurst Monday; scale re- 
duced from $4.40; slated out of town, 
but may stay; approximately $18,- 
000. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (49th 
week) (D-1,162: $3.30). Another week 
to go and should close strongly; last 
week’s take approached $12,000 level. 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (2d week) 
(C-1,964; $3.30). New hit went to 
$16,000 as expected and a Chicago 
company is already mentioned; new 
laugh show accorded extra Sunday 
comment. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(42d week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Ad- 

-vance sale now extends into March, 
and holdover hit may _ stay 
Spring period; $16,500 which was a 
jump from previous week. 

‘The World) We Make’? Guild. ! 
Announced to close Saturday (27), 


Advance ! 


Rated with the best 


lected generally favorable notices. 
| Even mats, usually a pushover for a 
musical, were off a bit. 

Nixon’s currently dark because 
last half of week had previously 





right after show’s Los Angeles en- 
gagement but decision to extend 


Estimate for Last Week 


bitter cold. 


‘HAMLET’ 196, FRISCO; 








San Francisco, Jan. 23. 
‘I Married an Angel’ and ‘Hamlet,’ 
running side by side at the Curran 
and Geary, wound up the week al- 


edge. 








able legit activity here in Philly. 


cust, ‘The Little Foxes,’ with Tallu- 


‘Thanks’ Preems To 
Okay $6,500, Seattle 


Seattle, Jan. 23. 

Almost entirely re-written, with 
the name the major thing retained, 
‘Thanks for My Wife’ was pre- 
miered at the Metropolitan last 
week. 

Business considered good for in- 
itial presentation with no cumula- 
tive publicity back of it. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Thanks for My Wife,’ Metropoli- 
tan (1,500; $2.30). Four nights and 
one matinee, $6,500, good. Alan Dine- 
hart, Glenda Farrell, Lyle Talbot and 
Sheila Bromley in star roles. 


‘Mamba: 2d Okay 
$13,600, ‘Boys’ 
86 (at $1), Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan, 23. 
February and March are beginning 
to shape up as likely to see consider- 








Openings now skedded are as fol- 
lows: January 29, for two weeks at 
the Forrest, the Theatre Guild's rs 
duction of Hemingway's ‘The Fifth 
Celum,:; February 12, at the Lo- 


lah Bankhead, in for at least two and 
maybe three weeks. 
On the 26th, Paul Muni opens a 


third week. Beat $8,000, and that’s 


two weeks’ stay at the Locust in ‘Key 
Largo.” On March 4, Katharine Cor- 
nell starts a single week's engage- 
ment at the Forrest (originally 
planned for two). Eddie Dowling in 
William Saroyan’s ‘Time of Your 
Life’ will play subscription here in 
March, and Katharine Hepburn will 
have a single week's return engage- 
ment of ‘The Philadelphia Story.’ 

Last week’s biz was generally good 
considering the terrific cold snap. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Locust 
(1,450; $1) (1st week). Right nice. 
Steady pickup indicates possible 


good at this scale. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Forrest (1,- 
800; $2.50) (2d week). Surprised by 
picking up a couple of grand to at- 
tain $13,600. Word of mouth helped. 
House dark this week; then ‘The 
Fifth Column.’ 


Serlin Bolts UBO in Chi, 


Sets ‘Father’ in Indie to 
Avoid Ticket ‘Situation’ 











‘ANGEL’ FAIR $17,000 


Winds Up With 166’ 


| code, 
not critical of the code, he has in/ did more than crix in carrying show 


Reclaiming of the Blackstone thea- 
tre, Chicago, for legit has created 
considerable interest in show cir- 
cles. Understood that the house was 
secured on a ‘four walls’ arrange- 
ment by Oscar Serlin, producer of 
‘Life with Father,’ currently at the 
Empire, N. Y., after some disagree- 


‘ 
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Conventions Help Chi; ‘Scandals a 


Dinner’ Big 





Horton Thaws $14,000 . 
In Icebound St. Louis 


St. Louis, Jan. 23. 

It was anything but springtime 
atmospherically for ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ but the b.o. blossomed des- 
pite a terrific blizzard and sub-zero 
weather that lingered for more than 
48 hours. Show copped nice biz in 
week stand ending Saturday (20) at 
American theatre, this town’s sole 
legiter. Edward Everett Horton 
helped launch a new drive by the 
Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc., who are 
goa for 1,500 members for the 
1940-41 season by making a p.a. at 
a luncheon. Additionally he copped 
plenty of space in all daily rags via 
feature stories and pics and this 
swell bally with raves tossed by the 
pede helped overcome the numbing 
cold. 
House dark currently but relights 
Monday (29) with Constance Ben- 
nett in ‘Easy Virtue.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ American 
(1,707; $2.80). Grabbed off nice $14,- 
000 for nine performances, despite 
subnormal weather. 


HAYES $0-S0 
$14,400, BALTO 


Baltimore, Jan, 23. 
In currently at Ford’s with best 
advance demand of the season under 
its belt, ‘Taming of the Shrew’ indi- 
cates another record gross for the 
Lunts, who already hold some up- 
per-bracket previous figures here. 
Continued ample bookings list 
‘Leave It to Me’ at Ford’s, Feb. 5; 
and return engagement of ‘Life with 
Father’ at the indie-booked Mary- 
land, Feb. 12, via Chicago company 
stopping off en route at scene of 
original company’s pre-Broadway de- 
but. Visit of Helen Hayes, in ‘Ladies 
and Gentlemen’ at Ford’s last week, 
attracted some trade on strength of 
personal draw of star but failed to 
come up to figure anticipated. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Ford’s 
(1,900; $3.33). Halted, in advance by 
reported weakness of vehicle, but 
built steadily on strength of personal 
popularity of Helen Hayes to $14,400; 
still far short of mark looked for, 


BARRYMORE BOILING 
216 IN CLEVE. FREEZE 


Cleveland, Jan. 23. 




















ment with the United Booking Of- 
fice over terms. Chicago company 
of ‘Father’ is due to relight the 
Blackstone in two weeks. 

Serlin has expressed himself as 
favoring the booking of his play in- 
dependently in as many spots out-of- 
town as possible. This is permissible 
under the regulations of the ticket 


mind the ticket ‘situation’ in Boston, | 
where showmen allege that ticket 
‘manipulations’ have affected at-| 
tendance adversely. 





| 


been held for ‘No Time for Comedy’ | 


most neck and neck on the take, | 
with Shakespeare having a slight | 28ements. They commented to the | Current is Ethel Waters in ‘Mam- 


| 


Blackstone was formerly one of | 
Chicago’s class houses, and while 
goodly runs were scored there, the 
spot has never been regarded as 
being favorably located because it’s | 
outside the Loop. ‘Father’ is ex- 
pected to test the availability of the 
Blackstone, which was used for some , 


until Feb. 26 and left house holdi | time by WPA theat j it 
(17th ing | y re project attrac- | | -and-slamming it for $21,000, great, 


Since the Illinois was razed | 
|and the site turned into a parking 
| lot, the house seems somewhat fur- | 
| ther removed from the theatre cen- 
ter, particularly as the Studebaker | 


‘Three After Three,’ Nixon (2,100; | and Playhouse on Michigan boule- | 
$3.30). Around $16,000, just fair for vard are inactive. Theatre is owned by 
a musical and directly attributed to | the Drake estate and is close to the | 


Blackstone hotel. | 

Serlin resigned from the League of | 
New York Theatres last week, saying | 
that as the Empire management be- | 
| longed, it was not necessary for him 


While the new producer is} 


Neither radiator-freezing weather 
'nor the fact that it was an off-thea- 
|tre week phazed John Barrymore's 
|‘My Dear Children,’ which garnered 
| as much publicity and biz at Hanna 
| as it enjoyed in Chicago. 
| Before opening performance last 
| week Bill Blair had almost $15,000 
'in the till on advance orders. Prac- 
| tically every show near capacity, 
| with 60 extra chairs in balcony aisles 
|every day. Gags about Barrymore 
to a bigger gross than Katharine 
Cornell got on $3 top. 

‘Tobacco Road’ opened current 
week Sunday (21) with unexpect-| 
edly good crowd, considering this is 
its fifth return visit. Play House 
holding revival of ‘Rivals’ and ‘For 
Services Rendered’ in twin audi- 
toriums. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Hanna (1,435; 
$2.50 top). Never anything to worry 
about, Barrymore press-agenting his 
own vehicle around hot-spots and 


for eight performances. 


San Carlo Op. $17,500 
In D.C. Legit House 


Washington, Jan. 23. 
San Carlo Opera, first opera season 
at the Capital's only legiter in years, 
and rated by music crowd as best 
grand opera since Metropolitan’s 
three-day stand nearly a decade ago, 








$24,000, ‘Abe’ 


to maintain the same status. That, stirred up plenty of interest among 
action drew criticism from other) the pop crowd. Presence of Italian 
showmen who pointed out that the’ Ambassador and party opening night 
‘League did not only figure in the for ‘Aida’ and Japanese Ambassador 
code but negotiated contracts with! for ‘Butterfly’, with Japanese so- 
unions and functioned in other | P%2"° Hizi Koyke, on Saturday af- 


directions for the benefit of all man- | pears ay vc By hy nicely 





effect that it was unfair for any | ba’s Daughters’, with Edward Ever- 


‘Angel’ at the Curran, with swell showman to participate in benefits se- | ett Horton in ‘Springtime for Henry’ 


| reviews in local press and plenty cured through the efforts of others , arriving next Monday (29). Tallulah 


| good word of mouth, wound up first who are active in the organization 
| without contributing to its support 


| week with $17,000 at $3.30 top, which 


into | is only fair. 


Maurice Evans drew a little better 
iat the Geary for a take of $19,000. 
which is okay. It’s ‘Hamlet’s’ second 


stanza here. 


Bankhead in ‘The Little Foxes’ due 
on Feb.: 5. 
Estimate for Last Week 


financially. Members do not pay) San Carle Opera Co., National (1,- 


dues but each theatre and show re- 





18146, 


Good factors battled bad ones dur. 
ing the past week. Below zero was 
the common temperature, with the 
thermometer plummeting down to as 
low as 14 degrees in midweek. How. 
ever, the town had a load of con. 
ventions and the below-zero waya 
ong Sotee, these mae from flooding 

e box-office, cular] 
ee ‘Scandals. "eo 

spite is capacity busi 
‘Scandals’ will cut its am here oa 
Saturday (27) and head for addi. 
tional legit stands around the mid. 
west. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Ilinois,’ Gra 
(2d week) (1,300; $2.75). Powered 
pace continued into second session 
and held to practical capacity at 
$18,500. Show laid off last night 
(Monday) to = shee Raymond Mas- 
sey to go to Washington for White 
House showing of ‘Abe Lincoln’ film. 

Easy rtue,’ Selwyn (2d week 
(1,000; .75). Couldn’t buck the 

oor — and sank to under 
$8,000 ne more week and blows 
‘or better climes. 

‘Hot Mikado,’ Auditorium (2d 
week) (4,000; $2.20). Picked up on 
the second session following stron 

ress and lifted to $18,000. Will hold 
or an indicated additional fortnight. 

‘Man Whe Came to Dinner,’ Harrig 
(4th week) (1,000; $2.75). Heavy 
advance sales gave show strong 
gross again to better than $17,000. 

‘Scandals,’ Erlanger (4th week) 
(1,400; $3.30). Musical jamming ’em 
especially with convention mob, and 
packed to the doors at $24,000. Will 
scram after another week, however. 


TSLAND’ OKAY 
$11,000, HUB 


Boston, Jan. 23. 


‘Two on an Island,’ new Elmer Rice 
play, drew fairly well here in its 
single tryout week. Shows immedi- 
ately preceding it had squawked 
about opposition from ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ at two local film houses, 
but ‘Island’ had no such trouble, 
even though the film Is still running 
at very high grosses. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ open 
Monday (22) at the Colonial, an 
‘Two for the Show’ preems at the 
Shubert tonight (23). 

‘Night Music,’ a new one by Clif- 
ford Odets, is slated for a Feb. § 
opening; Cornelia Otis Skinner 
comes in Feb. 19; ‘The Little Foxes,’ 
Feb. 26. ‘Higher and Higher,’ new 
musical by Rodgers and Hart and 
Gladys Hurlburt; and ‘Young Man 
with a Horn’ by Dorothy Baker are 
both penciled in for late February 
or March. 

Estimate for Last Week 

Two On An Island,’ Wilbur (1,227; 
$2.75). Although the reviewers dal- 
lied with criticisms of a weak second 
act, the customers streamed through 
the wickets and packed the house 
late in the week. Chalked up a forte 
$11,000. 


CORNELL SOGGY 136, 
L. A; ‘HUBBY’ OPENS 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 
Katharine Cornell winds up two 
weeks at the Biltmore theatre (27) 
after playing to only moderate re- 











ceipts. Belasco theatre, dark for 
some weeks, relighted (18) with 
Lloyd Mitchell’s revival of ‘Too 


Many Husbands,’ hut set to music. 

‘Meet the People,’ satire kidding 
Hollywood, moves Feb. 1 from As- 
sistance League Playhouse to Holly- 
wood Playhouse, where it will try 
to fill the 1,142 seats against the 300 
it is currently jamming. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Biltmore 
(1,636; $3.30) (first week). Failed to 
set anything on fire the first week, 
and despite $5.50 preem garnered 
only around $13,000 on first six days. 
Now in final stanza. 

‘Too Many Husbands,’ Belasco 
(1,040; $1.65) (first week). Got under 
way (18) as first legit venture of 
Lloyd Mitchell, who for many years 
conducted chain of legit theatres in 
Los Angeles. 


BALLET RUSSE 16G, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Jan. 23. 
Ballet Russe Monte Carlo had 
socko three nights and two matinees 
here, coming within two grand of 





capacity. . 
Played at the Music Hall, 2 300 
capacity at $3.15 standing room Frt- 





+ ye ¢. | 698; $2.75). Eight different operas 
mits $10 weekly while it’s in| in six days collected approximately 
operation. ' $17,500. 


Se 


day and Saturday nights. Total take 
was $16,000, sweil. 
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League's Code Board Holds Inquiry 


On Alleged Ticket 


Probe Sales to Unaccredited Broker’ 


Agcy. Violations; 








last week a bunch sl pate: 

icket brokers was Ca in to 
— questions | by the code en- 
forcement authority of the League 
of New York Theatres. There had 
been alleged irregularites in certain 
agency transactions but no proof of 
violations. The board adjourned un- 
til yesterday (Tuesday), when it was 
ynderstood no action was taken and 
another session was scheduled for 

i (26). 
go ord complaint was that eight 
or nine agencies sold tickets to the 
Acme office, an naccredited agency 
which refused to sign the code re- 
cently when most of the independent 
prokers agreed to abide by the rules 
of the revised ticket control system. 
Acme is the same outfit which sought 
an injunction against the managers 
and Equity last season but was un- 
successful. It contimues to operate 
although legit theatre boxoffices are 
prohibited from selling that agency 
any tickets. ‘Merchandise’ has been 
procured, however, in various ways, 
principally by digging directly at the 
boxoffices or by the mail-order 
‘method. 

Enforcement board decfded to con- 
centrate first on Acme with the idea 
of shutting off its sources of supply. 
Two investigators were hired and 
their reports resulted in accredited 
brokers being asked for explana- 
tions. Those queried included at 
least one of the leading brokers and 
the session emphasized the fact that 
the code pertains only to legit the- 
atres and not other places of amuse- 
ments, which are often in high de- 
mand and are saleable at prices 
higher than permitted by the code. 

Prominent ticket man was told 
that a runne: for Acme had visited 
his agency, specific time and date 
being noted, and he was asked the 
purpose of that visit. Broker re- 
plied he did not definitely know. 
He explained the runner may have 
called to purchase tickets for the 
opera, ‘Gone With the Wind’ or the 
Sonja Henie ice show at Madison 
Square Garden. He, too, may have 
dropped in for a chat, being a much- 
traveled fellow and a good conver- 
sationalist. There were other refer- 
ences about the Acme man of a hu- 
morous nature, 

Move by the code enforcers was 
believed to be a signal to agency 
people that enforcement of the rules 
would be closely watched. In ticket 
circles it was figured there was little 
basis for charges of violations. So 
far as known, over-charging has not 
been detected since the revised code 
started to function. 


EQUITY WAIVES 6-MONTH 
ALIEN RULE FOR ‘JUNO’ 3 


An exception to Equity’s alien- 
actor regulations has been granted 
to three Irish players appearing in 
Juno and the Paycock,’ at the 
Mansfield, N. Y. Those concerned 
are Sara Allgood, Aideen O’Connor 
and Barry Fitzgerald. All three had 
been in ‘Kindred,’ the Paul Vincent 
Carroll drama which was taken off 


Late 








SUE SHUBERTS FOR 256 
IN ‘MARITZA’ BREACH 


Application to examine Lee Shu- 
bert before trial, to be heard in the 
N. Y. supreme court today (Wednes- 
day), has revealed a $25,000 action 
against the Shubert Theatres Corp. 
brought by Sidney Wilmer and Wal- 
ter Vincent, doing business as Wil- 
mer & Vincent. Breach of contract 
is claimed. 

The plaintiffs assert they secured 
the rights to the operetta, ‘Countess 


Maritza,’ from Harms,.Inc., in 1924, 
ana turned the rights over to the de- 
fendants in 1925. They were to se- 
cure 10% of the net profits on July 
1 of each year. Since 1925, it is as- 
serted, the play has turned in profits 
of $250,000, so $25,000 is sought. 

The defendants have entered a 
genera] denial. 


Grisman Explains 
‘Garbled’ Reports 
Of ‘Stranded’ Unit 


Sam Grisman, back in New York 
after the rapid demise of Max Rein- 
hardt’s ‘Workshop Players,’ with 
whom he was associated in Frisco, 
declares that the accounts sent from 
the Coast concerning the unit’s clos- 
ing were garbled and incorrect. Re- 
port that a post-dated check was in- 
volved is stated to be untrue by the 
showman, who ascribes the rumor to 


a disgruntled member of the outfit. 
Attraction was closed after one week 
at the Geary, San Francisco, at Gris- 
man’s order. His partner in the 
venture was Ben Stein, with whom 
he operated the Adams (formerly the 
Shubert), Newark, N. J., earlier in 
the season. Stein is now back with 
‘Thanks for My Wife’ on the Coast, 
Alan Dinehart-Glenda Farrell co- 
starrer that’s touring eastward. 

Grisman, who had a string of ill- 
luck since taking over several Broad- 
way houses last season when he an- 
ticipated strong bookings for the 
World’s Fair season, says he agreed 
to handle the Reinhardt group at 
the instance of Meyer Weisgal, who 
was associated with the European 
director in ‘The Eternal Road.’ 

Ben Atwell was engaged to do the 
press work. He’s said to have agreed 
to Grisman’s condition that the job 
was to emanate as from Los Angeles, 
meaning the p.a. had io defray his 
own transportation. Same was true 
for Norman Stein, company man- 
ager of the show, and several stage- 
hands sent from New York. Student 














at the Elliott after a short stay. 
Equity ruled that because ‘Juno’ is | 
& revival the six-month lapse be- | 


tween engagements shall not apply, | Joined 


and they were. therefore, permitted | 
- take the present engagements. 
ke e lapse period would ordinarily 
nave dated from the closing date of 
‘ Kindred,’ 
RB decd Shields, co-producer of 
a th shows with Edward Choate of 
the Shubert office, and who appeared 
rr both, withdrew from ‘Juno’ Satur- 
ay (20), claiming the strain of do- 
& two plays within a short period 
made it necessary that he rest. 





players were used from the Rein- 
hardt school in Hollywood, but they 
Equity and a bond for sal- 


aries and transportation was de- 


posited with Equity’s Coast head- | 


quarters. 

Report that the company was 
stranded proved untrue 
outfit had return tickets from Frisco 
and Equity paid the players. Gris- 
man is said to have stipulated to At- 
well that he was to work only two 
weeks, unless the show clicked. Lat- 
ter received $150 as advance salary 
before leaving New York and an ad- 
ditional $100 out there. When the 
closing was decided on Grisman 





Short’s ‘Mikado’ % 
Granted in N.Y. Court 


Supreme court justice Philip Mc- 


Cook yesterday (Tuesday) confirmed 
an award of 


claims to have offered to pay Atwell . 


a balance of $50 owed on the two- 


| week engagement, but it was re- 


fused, the showman says, and the 
matter of his return fare was made 


$4,351 granted to Has- | a matter of arbitration with the The- 


Sard Short against the Hot Mikado |atrical Managers Agents and Treas- 
©., Inc., and Michael Todd, producer | urers union. 


of ‘Hot Mikado,’ by an arbitration 


committee. Short staged the show. |at Needles, Cal., an officer boarded 
agreement, Short was to the train, explaining that a salary 
over thi It was | 
i ry clause that the dispute | 
& » With the arbitrators favoring 


Under an 
receive 14% of the gross. 


rt. The defendants failed to con- 


test the aw i 
ard, and it was granted 
© default, , 


Grisman started for New York, but 


claim had been filec with the State 
Labor Commission by Atwell. Show- 
man was told that as he was leaving 
the jurisdiction of the state a bond 
of $500 was required. That was post- 


| ed and he took the next train east. 


LEGITIMATE 
a Competition 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 

“Tobacco Road’ played a one- 
nighter last week in nearby Wellston, 
O., town of 5,000 population. Thea- 
atre there seats 750 and house was 
completely sold out, with 19 standees, 
all that law would permit, and 40 
extra chairs. The latter were bor- 
rowed from the local undertaker. 
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Red Influence Seen Major Factor 
In Possible Nix of Finn Relief Shows: 





The management tried to get the 
other 60 folding seats the Wellston 
embalmer owns but came to town at 
the wrong time. Fellow couldn't 
spare ’em, he said, because he had 
seven funerals that day and needed 
the chairs himself. 


STATE IN REORG 
OF LEBLANG 
AGENCY 


An internal reorganization of the 
Leblang-Postal ticket agency, N. Y., 
has been effected, Matty Zimmerman 
being made president of the com- 
pany, replacing Tillie Leblang Jasie, 
widow of the late ticket magnate, 
who has remarried since Leblang’s 
death. Joey Keith retains the post 
of treasurer. 

Change was decided on by the 
state banking department, which has 
been supervising the agency. Mrs. 
Jasie will attend directors meetings 
ence monthly and it is understood 
she continues to receive a salary of 
$20,000 annually. 

Leblang was one of the most color- 
ful men in show business. He owned 
theatres, backed shows, bought high- 
priced realty and headed a bank, but 
his interest was centered on his 
ticket business. He acquired the 
Longacre building, which adjoined 
the Fitzgerald building on Broadway, 
giving him an entire block front at 
42d and Broadway, at one time 
valued at $15,000,000. When the de- 
pression came the bank was forced 
to suspend and liability of $1,000,000 
was placed in the hands of the 
State’s banking department, which 
has since been trying to liquidate 
that indebtedness from the estate. 

Zimmerman had been general 
manager of the Leblang agency, spe- 
cializing in the cut rate department, 
and held that position for many 
years. Keith, a nephew of Leblang, 
has been in charge of tickets sold at 
a premium. Both were named in 
Leblang’s will and were supposed to 
receive bequests, same going for the 
widow and her daughters. William 
Jasie, who is an attorney, and pres- 
ent husband of Leblang’s widow, has 
been disassociated from the ticket 
end for some time, but has been 
handling other parts of the estate. 


Ticket Sellers Union 
Votes 3% Tax on Pay 
To Bolster Treasury 


Wins Werba Exam Right 
In TMAT Job Wransgle 


New York Supreme Court Justice 
Philip McCook on Wednesday (17) 
granted application of Jerome Flynn 
and ordered the examination before 
trial of Louis F. Werba, secretary- 
treasurer of the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers union. Ap- 
plication granted on default. Flynn 
is suing for a permanent injunction 
to prevent the union from banning 








Date of exam wasn’t set. 
Flyna charges that last November 





ager of Hall Shelton’s ‘Herself, Mrs. 
Patrick Crowley,’ but the union re- 
fused to grant him membership when 
he tried to pay up past dues, claim- 
ing that his joining of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees in August prevented his 
being a member of the TMAT. Flynn 
charges that since both unions are 


between them should not be allowed 
to deprive him of a job. 


Robeson Files 56 
Claim With Equity 
For Henry Pay 


On behalf of Paul Robeson, Negro 
singing star, who appeared in ‘John 
Henry,’ which was withdrawn from 
the 44th Street, N. Y., recently after 
five performances, Robert Rockmore, 
his attorney, has filed pay claim for 
$5,600 with Equity. Amount is in 
excess of the guarantee coin remain- 
ing with Equity, which has $4,400 
after paying off ‘Henry’ players. 
Guarantee money was posted by 
Boris Said, who operates the theatre 
and who took over the show. 

Sam Byrd, who presented ‘Henry,’ 
is reported having used his entire 
bankroll on ‘Henry,’ in which a num- 
ber of outsiders were also investors. 
Byrd, who is an actor, was doubly 
banged around last week when ‘The 
|!Man Who Killed Lincoln,’ in which 
he appeared, stopped abrupty at the 
Longacre, having played no longer 
than ‘Henry.’ When Said took over 
the latter, Byrd and his associates 











profit-sharing agreement. 
cost around $80,000. 
Robeson, who has spent most of 
his time of recent years in England, 
where he’s highly regarded in musical 














since the | 


, by Morrie Seamon, and the secretary- 


‘ruled that levy. Saturday’s session 


‘ago, but financial status of TMAT 





Boxoffice people must pay 3% of 
|their salaries to their union, the 
| Treasurers and Ticket Sellers branch seven years. 
| of the stagehands union, according 
| to a levy voted at a union meeting | of town. 
Saturday (20) night in N. Y. Action | item, Rockmore contends that an ad- 
followed instructions from the Inter- | ditional week’s pay is due because 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage | the show was supposed to have re- 
Employees to the effect that the 
treasurers must reduce expendi- | 
tures or affect the assessment. Tax 
will extend to July 1, or longer. 

It had been suggested that the 
business agent post be dispensed 
with, but the members declined to 
make the dismissal. That job, held 


than it did. He also avers coin is 
due in connection with the show's 
layoff the week before Christmas. 
Said contends he is not responsible 
for any of the show’s obligations | 
prior to Jan. 6, his agreement with 
Byrd so stipulating. However, be- 
cause he posted the guarantee with 
ship, filled by James Murphy, are Equity, it appears that he trapped 
the union’s only paid officers. Board himself on the deal, Equity claiming 
had originally made the assessment the unpaid Robeson salary is defi- 
4%. Members objected and over- nitely chargeable against the guar- 
antee. Matter will probably go to 
arbitration, since Equity cannot re- | 


was attended by 119 members; 101 
were required for a quorum. 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union, to which the ticket 
sellers had belonged as a group, has 
had a 1% assessment on all work- 
ing members since last year. That 
levy was dated to expire some time 


of the claims, particularly Robeson’s 
out-of-town salary. 


theatre, N. Y. Several seasons ago 
he had a percentage of ‘Thumbs Up,’ 
presented there by Eddie Dowling. 
Latter, because he exceeded the pro- 
-was such that additional payments 
were extended indefinitely. 

Ticket sellers are expectant that 
the installation of ticket windows 
for the sale of mutual race tickets 
will bring about considerable em- 
ployment in N. Y., and: probably | 
New Jersey. Various track manage- 
ments are being contacted with 
such jobs in mind. 


a fairly 


later, having a share of ‘King Rich- 
ard II,’ but divided their interests 
thereafter. 


Humane Letters by Hamilton col- 


; lege, Clinton, N. Y. 





members of the AFL, any quarrels 


mained away from Broadway longer | 


lease the balance of the coin in light | 


Said also operates the St. James | 


duction budget, worked throughout | 
long engagement without | 
salary. They were more successful | 


Sunday (21) Robeson was present- | 
ed with honorary degree of Doctor of | 


he was hired at $125 weekly as man- | 


Equity, Stagehands Figure as Snags 


Political angles have unmistakably 
intruded into the proposed benefit 
performance plans in aid of the Fin- 
nish Relief Fund, headed by former 
President Herbert Hoover. In ad- 
dition several stage union leaders 
have declared themselves, which has 
complicated matters, and so the 
numerous benefits scheduled may be 
snagged, if not forced to cancel. 

Despite the immediate responses 
of a majority of professionals 
eagerly expressing willingness to <p- 
pear in the legit benefit shows, there 
are a number known to be opposed. 


| They are said to be pl - 
him from membership. He already | 4 o pavers belone 


has secured a temporary injunction. | 


ing to the Workers Alliance, a radi- 
cal organization within the WPA. 
It is charged that the group is 
closely affiliated with the Commun- 
ist party. 

Agitation provoked by the Al- 
liance is alleged to have bro ht 
down the wrath of Washington, with 





the result that Congress struck 
WPA’s Federal Theatre Project from 
the relief appropriation last summer, 
throwing many actors ba-~" on the 
hands of organizational and munici- 
pal or state relief bureaus. Some of 
those opposed to the benefits, on the 
ground that relief for needy people 
of the stage should come first, hint 
that Hoover’s activities may prelude 
his possible candidacy for public of- 
fice, although his known ebility to 
organize and administer relief dates 
back to the World War. 


Telegram from ‘Radical’ 


Last week a lengthy telegram of 
protest was received by Equity, sig- 
natured by a member identified with 
radical stage groups for years. It 
was, however, allegedly traceable to 
the Alliance and the Theatre Arts 
Committee, a frankly radical bunch. 
Equity council voted to disregard 
the message as emanating from a 
vexatious minority. 

Equity and the stagehands’ union 
(Local No. 1), however, figure very 
much in the jammed Finnish benefit 
Situation. At a recent session of the 
Theatre Authority, Equity’s repre- 
sentative stated that its members 
would participate only if the bene- 
fits were cleared by thc TA. He de- 
clared that Equity people would not 
be permitted to appear unless all 
other stage unions agreed to work 
without pay or unless the actors 
were paid, 

TA can’t okay any of the benefits 
for Finland without the assent of all 
its affiliated organizations. The 
stagehands’ union does not belon” to 
TA, but Equity’s move followed a 
declaration by a deckhand leader 
who insisted that members of his 
union would not work the benefits 








| 
| 


without pay. Union spokesman 
stated that the relief situation within 


were forced out of the venture on 8 | the organization had become a para- 
Henry’ | mount pr-blem in light of the WPA 


theatres project unloading, thereby 
increasing the number of applica- 
tions for aid from the union. 

Union chiefs were not asked to a 


circles, returned to the stage after | recent Hoover luncheon attended by 
being away from Broadway about) showmen and name _ professionals, 

His claim is for $1,500 | 
| for each of two weeks he played out | They did meet at the luncheon board 
In addition to the $3,000; jin New York previously, session” - 


which did not help the situation. 


ing e-'-" *- Matthew Woll. of the 
American Federation of J.abor. at 
the request of Hoover. The other 
stage unions appeared to be in ac- 
cord to help the Finnish fund, unless 
the stasehands’ representtive an- 
nounced thet union’s stand. 
Petitions Circulating 


There was nothing the others 
could do about it. While round- 


; robin petitions favoring the benefits 


circulated through the comnaries cf 
Broadway shows last week, it was 
indicated that unless the stagehands 
withdrew from its position and 
agreed to waive pay for the Finnish 
shows, Equity will write all mem- 
bers not to play those shows unless 
they receive payment. 

The restriction .-ould avply only 
to Finland relief shows. Stagehands 
do not participate in distributions 
such as made by the Actors Fund, 
which administers to needy stage 
professionals only, nor does the union 
figure directly in moneys collected 
by TA and split among the several 
theatrical guilds and relief organ- 
izations. But the Stage Relief does 
not restrict its ministrations and it 
is declared that relief checks dis- 
tributed weekly include stagehands. 

Cong stion in passing up a 
proposed loan to Finland appears 

(Continued on page 44) 
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Plays on 


TWO ON AN ISLAND 


$s presented nt 
2 °39, by The 


Comedy drama in three act 
the Broudhurst, N. Y., Jan. -‘ ‘ 
Playwrights Company; written by Elmer 
tice, who also staged; settings by Jo Miel- 


zine:; £3.40 Cop. 


William Fliynn......cceees Robert Williams 
Samuel Brodsky....+- oosecseess Martin Ritt 
BD Rese CES. ....cccsccceosesseces Earl Sydno 

Mary Ward.....ce. oénebencaess Betty = Field 
Join Thompson.....+.. ecvcecere John Craven 
A Polfceman§ ..ccccccccece Edward Downes 
Clifton Ross.......ccccesees Earl McDonald 
The Sightseeing Guide..... Howard Dasiiva 
The DrivePscccovcccosvesees Robert oO Brien | 
Mrs. Dora Le@vy¥.....ccccees Dora Weissman 
Dixie Bushby..........-+.-Arthur L. Sachs 


A Middle-Western Man...Roderick Hay bee | 


A Middle-Western Woman......--.+-:- { 
Roberta Bellinger | 
Frederic Winthrop.......-- Whitner Bissell | 
Lawrence Ormont...eeeeeee> Luther Ad er 
Martha Johnson...... ‘Kcendaeks Terry Harris 
AM ActOPr......ccocceseces Charles Polacheck 
Heinz Kaithart....ccccccsess: Rudolf Weiss 


Dorothy Clark. 9 
Kaherine ‘Yinthrop Holmes..Joan Wetmore 
Herschel Bentley | 


eoecccccces es wie 


Martin Blake......eees++- ! 
A Cashier. ...ccccccccccceeses Norma Green | 
Gracie Mullen... .cccesceesees sé Ann Thomas j 
{ Sara Pevton | 
A Married Couple......-.-- + John Philliber 
Helen Ormont......-++- Harriet MacGiblon | 
Sonia Taranova.....eeeeeeess Eva Lanebord 


eben e opened Frederica Going | 
Charles La Torre , 

John Triges j 
Another Married Couple.. | Dorothy Darling | 


| 


Mrs. Ballinger 
A Museum Attendant 


Ruth Ormont.......ccccccecees Helen Renee | 
Me PI, 6. 0 6006-0 0060eseeeoeons Larri Lauria 
A Walter. .....-cccccsees Aage Steenshorne | 


§{ Sellwyn Mvers 


Another Married Couple....| Taicille Sears | 


Pres Don Shelton 
DOU in ccccccecdccoscocesqee Adele Longmire | 
Mrs... Willlams......cccccees> Mary Mi-hoe! , 





Plenty of show in Elmer Rice's | 
latest contribution to the stage and | 
a large company enacts it, there _be- | 
ing over 40 speaking parts. First 
night impression was that a little. 
cutting would make for even more} 
effectiveness. Chances for popular- 
ity looked fairly good. 

Author has veered away from 
straight drama of past few plays and 
has gone in more for comedy. Some 
scenes find Rice at his best, the 
writing then showing facets that 
glow with excentional cr2ftsman- 
shiv. Story is sketchy and s9 are 
most of the settings in 10 different , 
scenes. 

‘Two On an Island’ may be re- 
garded as a new version of ‘Street 
Scene.” but an entirely differen‘ con- 
ception of the people of New York. | 
Instead of denizens of the tenements. 
its characters are supposed to be of 
that eaver influx from the hinter-, 


Broadway 


‘working in an Eighth avenue eating 
place, driving a car, taking any kind 
of assorted work. It is high in the 
Statue of Liberty that Mary and 
John meet. He is about td go back 
home, but, fired by the courage of 
the girl, he sticks. They fall in love, 
eventuall, marrying and going to 
Niagara Falls for the honeymoon. 
Author's idea is that it takes two 
and one-half years for hinterland 
youngsters to obtain their bearings 
in New York. He suggests that the 
rigors and hardships are tne only 
way they can make the grade, but 
once getting that far love for the big 
citv is in their blood thereafter. 
There are any number of more or 
less smaller parts furbishing Rice’s 
slice of the isle of Manhattan. Many 
are better than average and not afew 
Betty Field, as Mary, 
and John Craven, as John, are run- 
ners-up to Adler's Ormont. Other 
parts that stand out include the 
loquacious Martin Ritt, well read 
Yiddish taxi driver; Howard DaSilva, 
as announcer on a sight-seeing bus; 
Whitner Bissell as a Harvard man, 
exponent of ‘the movement,’ a radi- 
cal rich man’s sons; Earl McDonald, 
as an artist: Martha Hodge as a rich 
divorcee; Dora Weisman, as a 
widow from Elmira; also Terry Har- 


/ris, Charles Polacheck, Robert Wil- 


liams, Rudolf Weiss, Joan Wetmore 
and Eva Langbord. Some of the 
players double as extras with a 


iline here and there, as in the eat v:val of ‘Juno and the Paycock’ isn’t 


shop scene. Tbee. 


The Man Who Killed 


Lincoln 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
Longacre, N. Y.. Jan. 17, °40. by Joseph 
M. Gaites; dramatized by Elmer Harris 
and Philip Van Doren Stern from latter's 


book: staged by Felix Trentano; s¢cttings 
by Eveene Dunkel; $3.30 top. 

John Wilkes Booth........ Richard Waring 
Rte PENS. bases ¥00seses comes John Morny 
Fite SOIR cosse0secee Pendleton Harrison 
Mecomd Bowmiel. .ciscsvecscaess Clancy Cooper 
EOP bas . 05s '00nen esas Howard Ferguson 
rn er & John L. Kearney 
ME. MOgaret. «<.s2seeseceses Robert de Lany 
Senator Talhat.....c.ccccscecese Joseph Kramm 
Firat CongressMan..cccccecces Robert Pitkin 
Second Congressman.......:. Willard Foster 
Henry Davis Somers........ William Jeffery 
By WAP icc cckiscagones Horace McNally 
EY ROPUE: ek os ce nessereaes vee Sam Byrd 
George Atzerodt....cccescescess Paul Varro 


John Sureratt... eooeee-- Martin Blaine 


President Lincoln 


seeeee 


eoeee-Charles Keane } 


| satellite, a part that gives him little 
‘chance. There are a number of 
|small parts appearing before and 
'after the assassination which are 
|probably necessary in telling the 
| story, some effective and others not. 
‘Nine settings constitute the produc- 
tion, which is more costly than the 
average drama, and a large crew is 
‘required to make the scene changes. 


Play Abroad 
PARIS-LONDON 


Paris, Jan.. 3. 


Revue in two acts (24 scenes) prosases by 
Henri Varna, with scenes y Helena 
Greasley, Vera Kobe and Ben Tyber;:fea- 
tures Maurice Chevalier, Josephine Baker; 


The only two women in the cast play music, Vincent Scotto, Borel-Clerc, Ober- 

bits. Ibee. feld, Verdun, uaaew, vp eee’. Sere 

| atti; songs, Varna, Leo Lelievre, arcs 

(Closed Saturday (20), after five Cab, Willemetz, Joe Bridge, Koger,; sets, 

performances; printed for the TeC-. peigry, Vevern, Fost: costumes, Ruse- 

| ord). | vienne, Jenny Carre, Fost, Andebrun, At 
the Casino de Paris, Paris. 








Juno and The Paycock | 


Drame in three sete by Sean O Casey; | tates against ‘Wolf of New York, 
sta:s Barry Fitzgerald, Sara Allgood; fea- ’ * Vv er n 
tures Arthur Shields, Effie Shannon; staged don, Boog ee, See is dedi- 
by Arthur Shields; designed by Robert Ed- | Josephine Baker as S, 
mond Jones; presented by Edward Choate} cated to the Entente Cordiale. Its 
ani Arthur Shields, in association with | main theme is patriotic fervor, glori- 
fication of the Allies—and Paris. 


Appropriately enough, ‘Paris-Lon- 


Robert Edmond Jones. At Mansfield, 
N. Y¥., Jan. 16, '39; $2.75 top. 








Mary Boyle........ seeeesseAldeen O'Connor; Current production is not up to 
Juno Boyle......... oceccescoce Sara Allgood | past Henri Varna standards. Varna 
= Boyle eeeees oeeenesseasmeeres Young | makes due apologies, however, and 
iy Me ak PERSE T CTT e Thomas Dillon 4 , 4 ti f ti 
‘Captain’ Jack Boyle...... Barry Fitzgerald | disclaims all inten ion of presenting 
Sh Re Arthur Shields} a ‘grand spectacle’ on this occasion. 
; A Sewing Machine Vendor....Iris Whitney Show is a series of tableaux with an 
iz Coal Block Venor 26960006 William Stone | occasional skit, and little effort is 
| Charlie Bentham, N.T........-- Lucian Self | . H h tinuit d 
| Mrs. Maisie Madigan...... Grania O'Malley ; made to give it the continuity an 
| Mire. TanevOd.cccsccescscogecs isftie Shannon splendor of past revues. 
| “Needle’ NUBeNt...ccccccssees Hale Norcross : * o. 8 
| An Irregular Mobilizer...... Charles Keenan | Considering that emphasis is being 
| Furniture Removal Man..... Byron Russell , placed on austerity and foreign tal- 
| Asst. Furniture Removal Man..Jack Graham ent is exceedingly hard to get, the 


| Neighbors............Nancy Grady, George 


©’ Reagan and Harry Selby | Casino management has been quite 


| successful. Chevalier, of course, sup- 
plies most of the answer. He again 
proves that he is the No. 1 enter- 
tainer of France. The layout is built 
around Miss Baker, Nita Raya and 
Chevalier, but whichever way you 
look at it, it’s still the latter's show. 


Highlight in scenic beauty is 
‘Happy Island,’ the finale of the first 
act, in which Miss Baker presents a 
song she picked up during a recent 
South American tour. 


There are, of course, the flag- 
waving numbers that are obvious 
and standardized. Much lavishness 
is poured on them to heighten the 
ordinary effect. The opener, ‘Parade 
of Colors,’ and finale, ‘The Great 
Pact,’ take care of this portion. 

Program is divided into two sec- 
‘tions: First half has Miss Baker as 
its star, and the second Chevalier 
and Miss Raya. First-named again 
proves she’s unique among Paris en- 
tertainers and that she has the qual- 
\ity of getting maximum effect out 
lof just ordinary material. She 
charms with her informal, friendly 
manner. Miss Baker has several 
} good numbers, ‘My Heart Is a Bird 





There's a sizable following in New 
| York for the Irish theatre and, in 
, the case of the plays of Sean O’Casey 
‘and the Abbey Players, it virtually 
/amounts to a cult. Although this re- 


|really an Abbey presentation, its 
| leading players were formerly mem- 
ibers of that company and two of 
ithem appeared in the drama’s orig- 
|inal production in Dublin. They are 
| Barry Fitzgerald and -his brother, 
| Arthur Shields, who staged this pro- 
; duction. Sara Allgood, who's co- 
| starred here, played the same part in 
the Guild’s American preem of the 
play in 1926. 

With ‘The Plough and the Stars,’ 
‘Juno’ is generally regarded as)| 
O’Casey’s best. In any case, there's 
no question of ‘Juno’ being a drama 
of great force, ironic humor and 
searing tragedy. In this production, 
also, there can be little question that 
the performance is one of sympathy, 
perception and persuasive skill. It 
remains to be seen, however, whether 
such a grim drama will maintain 
widespread popularity. 

As played by Fitzgerald, Miss All- 











: good and Shields, the first act has 





4: cot | ME, ANDRE, cc so cscveeesneevsa’ ary ythm’ ’ My 
land: the younger. ambitious indi- | W's: Lincoln......... +s or? ne | ieee ae broad d d th Rhy thm and ‘Letter to a Tommy 
. J | Minter HAtRHORE. .. cccccoeccccs Wister Clark | plenty o roa comedy, an ere 
vidu7ls who come to make their way | Miss Clara Harris......... Gloria Washburn | are numerous laughs even in the | Miss Raya | successfully combines 
in the metropolis, the types that | Parker. s+ .ss+-sseeeerenses tcbert Reamer | second act. That should help. But ;a pleasant voice, attractive face and 
hely moke the big city cosmopolitan. | Lord... ..-.---+-seeeeeees Frank McCormack | the third act, with its stingine trag- | Chassis, with a wicked slinkiness 
RO ORITEEE Uc dceeescsneret Whitford Kane | act, inging trag- | about it She presents ‘Take My 
It isn’t an easv road to glory and | Henry... ...scceceesecceceess Billy Demont | edy and its finale of utter disillu-/Ti,2 with plenty of provocation 
success, but a difficult. haz2rdous ex- | Thomas Jones, wattesasceccceens Edwin Vail (Continued on page 45) ; Lips l p y p ocation. 
perience. In essence it is boy meets | 70! bameweite ©, wenn ery A The only Americans on the pro- 
girl, but romance does not bloom un- | fel Gaanee. eee ee gram are the Aurette Sisters. They 
til ect three. after they have tried | Willie Jett.............566- Eugene Francis Current Road Shows | show plenty of terp and acro talent, 
manv ways to eke out an existence | Garrett. oe... cece esse ees Willard Foster | plus» grace, but bad presentation and 
Tieut. Doherty..... L. Laurence Weber, Jr. 


—in his case even to panhandling. At 
the end they are just paving the 
yev to substance. 

Woven into the story is the out- 
standing figure of a producer; caus- 
tie. brilliant, eccentric. a showman 
who has his flops, but who bobs up 
with a smash now and then. 
nighters saw Jed Harris as the char- 
acter’s basis, a producer who has 
given up Broadway, for the nonce 
at least. Luther Adler plays the 
sale of Lawrence Ormont, who 

nows all the answers: a quick-wit- 
ted showman who never could take 
no for an answer, but fives no to al- 
most every person with whom he 
comes in contact. It is doubtless a 
part to Adler’s liking, many-sided 
and loaded with the author’s best 
wordage and wise cracks. 

Ormont 
with women, but one he cannot 
bring into camp is Mary Ward, a 
lass from New Hampshire deter- 
mined to become an actress. He nuts 
her in a small part, but the show 
flops. as does another. In hetween 
scant stage engagements Mary he- 


out when he makes advances. She 
works in a 5-and-10- store, and at 
other jobs to exist. 

John Thomnson, from Iowa. is the 
boy, college bred and ambitious to 
become a playwright. He earns some 
monev writine for the  ovulps 
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MAN WANTED 


Man to establish Amusement Center in wek 
knowa theatre for skating, dancing, basketia!!, 
boxing, conventions, etc. Investment necessary. 
Available floor space 160x100, exclusive of bal- 
cony, mezzanine. Write, stating experience. 
references. Box 22, Variety, New York. 
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First | 


is free with his affairs | 


|; Bill Garrett Henry Hull, Jr. 


| Joseph M. Gaites returns to Broad- 
way on his own, but presenting a 
drama that might just as well been 
‘left within the covers of the book 
from whence it came. Hardly any 
chance for a stage stay this side of 
the Mason and Dixon line, and not 





much more in the you-all territory. | 


The authors did not evolve a play 
that will appeal to the average audi- 
ence. Subject matter, the assassina- 
tion of Lincoln in a box at Ford’s 
theatre, Washington, in 1865, was a 
sensational incident in 
history, but it is repellant, and the 
enactment of the. cold-blooded kill- 
ing rather back-fired on the first- 
nichters. 

Despite a program note to the ef- 


present John Wilkes Booth simply 


is forwarded in two directions. 
cheracter indicates that he probably 
came from psychopathic parentage, 
especially his father. Booth. too, 


and others high in Washington, the 
Confederacy would re-start the war 
ard so on to victory. 

The real post-war opinion in the 
south, however, brought out in 
the living room of Samuel Cox, when 
Booth seeks aid to escane. Cox pas- 
sionately disillusions the zealot. de- 
claring the deed was deliberate, 
cold-blooded murder, without ex- 
tenuation. In creating the martvr- 
|} dom of Lincoln, Booth is told that 
only further hardship will fall on 
the Confederacy. for the war was 
; lest irrevocably by the south. 

scene is perhaps the most 


is 


| The 


authentic in the play. especially so | 


far as 
| Whitford 
| ortravs Cox with more authority 


the -acting is concerned. 


| than displayed by any of the other | 


_plavers in a somewhat larve cast. 
While waitine for a chance to 


| cross the river, Booth, with a broken | 


|leg, gleans from the papers how 
| much beloved was the man he killed. 


| By then the play is virtually over. | 


| 


but there remains his cavture and 
death in a tobacco shed, where he is 
trapped by soldiers. There are vari- 
ous versions of Booth’s ending. and 
the exact manner cf his death is 
controversial. In the play he is shot 
in the hack of the head by a soldier, 
eta Booth puts a pistol to his own 
ead. 


if more dramatic power could lift the | 
part. since. it. is essentially - unsym- 4 
pathetic. Sam Byrd is his youthful | 


American /! 


fect that the authors have tried to | 


as a human being, weak justification , 
The | 


Sees hn’ actieta uuadel aadt aseeten | hoped that by eliminating Lincoln |! 


Kane, anvearing onlv then. | 


Richard Waring vlavs Booth to| 
only fair results, but it is doubtful | 


(Week of Jan. 22) | poor costuming retard their selling. 
| Eddie Vitch, former caricaturist of 
‘the Brown Derby, Hollywood, panto- 
|mimes his way into favor. 
Chevalier makes one appearance 
'which lasts fully 45 minutes. At 
| that, it was only the 11 p.m. curfew 
| that called a halt to his turn when 
icaught. He offers eight numbers, 
six of which are new. Rating highest 
| is oo wane pong 7 numbers 
| Eva Le Gallienne (repertory)— | Tate nish. ey are ‘They Make 
'Idaho University, Moscow, Idaho Excellent Frenchmen,’ which tells of 


(22); Whitman College, Walla Walla, ce =" Pugs ag Piguet 
| Wash. (23); Pinney, Boise, Idaho | ‘Mimille’ , 
(24); Paramount-Fox, Idaho Falls| Helena Greasley and her 16 line 
(25); Paramount, Salt Lake City girls contribute to the show’s suc- 
| (26); Capitol, Logan, Utah (27). icess. They are most effective in 
|_ ‘Fifth Column’ (Franchot Tone)— Beauty Parade. Vying in origi. 
| Shubert, New Haven (26-27). | ae “ ar We Have Bananas 
‘Hamlet? (Maurice Evans)—-Geary, | Wi2_ exotic costumes and head- 
: ¥Y, | dresses. Two numbers take care of 
San Francisco. : | the nudism. One, ‘How They Un- 
‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson)—' dressed,’ shows just that from 1700 
, Auditorium, Chicago. on. Another brings the girls out in 
| ‘Kf Married an Angel’ (Dennis King) the flimsiest of veils, requiring no 
|_Curran, San Francisco. | shedding to produce results. Ravo. 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Locust, | 
Philadelphia. 





‘Abe Lincoln in Hlinois’ (Raymond 
| Massey )—Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago. 

Colbourne Jones (repertory )— 
‘Capitol, Ottawa (22); His Majesty's, 
| Montreal (23-27). 
| ‘Easy Virtue’ (Constance Bennett) 
Selwyn, Chicago. 











‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Hele | =fit - 

' Hayes )—Colonial, Boston. — Out of Town Play 
‘Leave It to Me’ (Victor Moore, 

William Gaxton)—Majestic, Dallas 

(22-23); Paramount, Austin (24): TOO MANY HUSBANDS 


Texas, San Antonio (25); Majestic, 


R n. 18. 
Houston (26-27). | Los Angeles, Ja 


Comedy set to music in three acts; based 


‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Wa-, 0" Somerset Maugham’s ‘Victoria’ and 
ters )\—Nati al ere 4 adapted for Max Reinhardt by William 
ers )—National, Washington. Okie and Karla Martell; presented by 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- Lloyd D. Mitchell; staged and directed by 


Je} = ; Sane | Max Reinhardt; settings,, Max Ree; music, | 
= Webb) Harris, Chicago. | Bronislaw Kaper: lyrics, William Okie; 
| My Dear Children’ (John Barry- | special musical arrangements, Lella Sorell 


/more)—Cass, Detroit. | fcteens 
‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine | Coray.. At the Belasco, Jan. 18, °40. 

' Cornell)—Biltmore, Los Angeles. Cast: Maris Wrixon, Ann Lee, Arno Arno, 
| ‘Scandals’ (Willie and Eugene 

_Howard)—Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
‘Everett Horton)—Cox, Cincinnati. 
‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Alfred 
| Lunt, Lynn Fonianne)—Ford’s Balti- 
more. 

‘Thanks for My Wife’ (Alan Dine- 
/hart, Glenda Farrell)—Capitol,- Ya- 
;kima, Wash. (21); Fox, Spokane 
| (22); Lyceum, Minneapolis (25-27), 
| ‘Tebacco Road’ (John Barton)— | 
Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘Too Many Husbands’—Belasco, 
Los Angeles. 

Two for the Show’—Shubert, Bos- | 


production supervision, Jerome 


j ner, Ralph Freud, 
George Kent, 


Adele 
Lella Sorell. 


Neff. Pianists, 





Max Reinhardt introduces an inno- 
vation to Los Angeles theatre with | 
‘Too Many Husbands,’ a comedy with | 
_music, in which the principals make | 
' their entrances, exits and other busi- 
;ness--to .the cadence of sprightly | 
|music. Furthermore, the principals! 


any semblance of vocal ability. Play | 
is an oldie brought up to date. 

Plot is run-of-the-mill, but polish ' 
of frothy dialog, playing of some of | 
the principals, and good music give 
the required lift. Localed in capi- 
tal of a victorious nation with the! 
time just after a world war, piece, 
revolves around a ‘dear little thing,’ | 
|-Victoria, who has done her bit by 
marrying two war heroes, the first; 


| 
| 
' 








‘Three After Three’ (Simone Si- 
mon, Mary Brian, Mitzi Green)— 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto. 


and George Kent; dances staged by Maria | 





ito Love,” ‘Mama, I Want to Make | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


! Helene Hill, Millard Vincent, Erno Verebesg, | 
Bruce Bennett, Robert Ryan, Martin Wess- | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


|are given numbers to sing, but lack —— 
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supposedly dead in action. When he 
returns, the situation becomes com. 
plicated, but Victoria straightens that 
out by deciding she had done eno 

for her country and should desert 
patriotism for succor to aging busi. 
ness men ,and tries a third marriage 
with a ship builder, who inadvert. 
ently made millions by the war. 

Surrounding Miss Wrixon, who 
contributes a good performance as 
the young lady too much on the 
amorous side, are Arno Arno, who 
out-butles majority of stage butlers: 
Erno Verebes, capital as an eccen. 
tric dancing master; Helene Hill, do. 
ing her share of comedy as Miss 
Wrixon’s mother, and Millard Vin. 
cent, the lonesome ship builder, 
Adele Neff more than holds up her 
end of comedy during a brief third. 
act appearance. 

Robert Ryan and Bruce Bennett, 
while personable as the two youn 
husbands, are out of place in the 
madcap proceedings, their talents 
obviously miscast. Ralph Freud, 
Martin Wessner and Ann Lee show 
well in brief spots. 

Musical arrangements by Lella 
Sorell and George Kent, and their 
work on the ivories of twin pianos, 
both for interludes and during acts, 
heighten the atmospheric effect. 


‘Red’ Influence 


Continued from page 43 





to have spurred opponents to the 


benefits. A flock of petitions for 
permission to play such shows has 
been placed before Equity and a 
special meeting may be called so 
that the views of members may be 
aired. Figured that there are |e- 
tween 30 and 40 benefits, including 
those for Finnish relief, scheduled 
for the next two months. 
Not All Signed Petitions 

Not all the players in current casts 
signed the petitions. This probably 
inspired an announcement from the 
Finnish Relief Fund to the effect 
that those actors not wishing to con- 
tribute their services would be paid 
and could turn the money over to 
a stage relief organization if they 
so desired. 

A surprising objection was voiced 
by at least two managers, those said 
to be opposed being Herman Shum- 
lin, producer of ‘The Little Foxes’ 
and ‘The Male Animal,’ and Oscar 
Serlin, who has ‘Life With Father,’ 
It was proposed that a ‘Foxes’ bene- 


fit for Finland be played in Wash- 
ington after the show leaves Broad- 
When learning that Shumlin 
objected as did Lillian Hellman, the 
author, Tallulah Bankhead, star of 
their 
Stating that she contrib- 


way. 


‘Foxes,’ angrily questioned 
motives. 
uted to funds in aid of Spanish 
loyalists and Chinese refugees, 
whose causes the manager and au- 
thor backed, Miss Bankhead was at 
loss to understand why they de- 
clined to support Finland. Serlin ts 
said to have stated the actors were 
overworked playing benefits for 
other causes, although expressing 
sympathy for suffering Finns. 

While the proposed legit benefits 
are for single performances, Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne announce 
a full week in aid of the fund. The 
couple, who have been touring this 
season, plan appearing for that pe- 
riod in ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ 
at the Alvin, N.Y., starting Feb. 5. 
All the cast will work gratis and 
the house will forego any share of 
the receipts, it has been announced. 

Legit benefit performances, an- 
nounced in paid ads in Monday’s (22) 
dailies under the heading ‘Help Fin- 
land’s non-combatants,’ are: Ger- 


~— 





trude Lawrence in ‘Skylark,’ Mor- | 


osco, Jan. 29; ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter 
Garden, Feb. 4; Paul Muni in ‘Key 
Largo,’ Barrymore, Feb. 4; ‘Too 


Many Girls,’ Imperial, Feb. 11; ‘Mar- 


gin for Error,’ Plymouth, Feb. 11. 
Copy also stated that 15% of the re- 
ceipts are to go to ‘charities approved 
by the Theatre Authority in U. S.’ 


EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 











Now Playing 


OLYMPIA THEATRE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 
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Wanted: Position 


Refined, Personable young lady 
to act as Companion, Secretary, 
Maid, etc. Drives Car; Masseur, 
Beauty Specialist; can play 
parts, bits, etc. Writes Lyrics. 
Formerly with Big Star. Write 
Box 165, Variety, New York. 
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Broadway 





Helene Eck to Miami for open-air 

tta season. 

Chuck Rinker, of Leo Feist, vaca- 
tioning in Miami. 

Harry Kline back with Chicago 
company of ‘Life With Father. 

Douglas Whitney p.a.-ing ‘Pinoc- 
chio’ at the Center for Disney. 

wiand Field is now with the 
Theatre Guild press department. 

C. L. Stong, Western Electric pub- 
licist, back at his office after being 
bedded by flu. 

Friars’ Frolic will be held March 
10 at the Winter Garden, with Milton 
Berle as Frolicker. 

Albert Deane huddling with his 
old friend, Ernst Lubitsch, at the 21 


club yesterday (Tues. ). 
Zep Epstin was rushed to Poly- 
clinic hosp Monday (22) for an 


emergency appendectomy. 
Oscar Serlin to Chicago last week 
to arrange for opening of No. 2 com- 
of ‘Life with Father.’ 
iliam Boyd in from the Coast 
oo a brief vacation. Harry Sher- 
man accompanied Boyd east. 

Mrs. Howard Le Sieur had a baby 
daughter last week. Father is in the 
United Artists ad department. 

Ken Dolan, whose wife, Shirley 
Ross, is taking a fling in legit, will 
remain east for six months or so. 

irinda rty Jan. 31 for Suzanne 
Pies. we. daughter of the treasurer 
of the Paramount, is being planned. 
- William Dieterle, WB director, in 


' New York viewing the Broadway 


legiters. Returns to the Coast today 


_ or tomorrow (Thurs). 


Buddies of Ben Griefer, house 
manager of the Paramount, tossed 
him a bachelor dinner last week in 
advance of his marriage Sunday (21). 

Jimmy Roosevelt's moniker disap- 

from the door of Sam Gold- 
wyn’s New York headquarters be- 
fore the staff got in one day last 
week, 


Leon Rosenbaum, indie theatre 


circuit operator, has recuperated 
from an eight-week spell of pneu- 
monia. He'll leave for Florida 
shortly. 


Sonja Henie, who was at Madison 
Square Garden last week, gave a 
number of watches and gold ciga- 
rette cases to New York newspaper 
by-liners. 

Harry Kalcheim, in charge of the 
Paramount talent booking office, 
leaves today for Atlanta and other 
points on stage show matters; re- 
turning to N. Y. in about 10 days. 


Ted Christie, formerly with NBC 
and more recently of the N. Y. 
World’s Fair press department, has 
ined the press staff of the Paul 
cNuit-For-President eastern head- 
quarters. 

Ziegfeld Girls will hold fifth an- 
nual ball April 6. Also have a cock- 
tail party listed for Jan. 30 at the 
Beachcombers. Gals have a press 
agent, Hansen-Williams, for their 
shindigs this time. 

Mrs. Harry Rubin, wife of the 
chief of the projection department of 
Paramount, hit a $400 daily double 
in Miami. Hubby is going down the 


missus, accompanied by Sol Kutlow, 
how out of the picture business. 


Chicago 


Ed Beck seriously ill. 

Emil Stern back from Florida. 

Ed Silverman due to be a papa in 
March. 








Bob Mellin back in town as rep for | 


the Mercer-Morris music firm. 
Phil Davis and Bob O'Farrell have 


be oa play, ‘A Horse of a Different | 


Color. 


Chicago Amusement Club moves | 


from present quarters in Crillon to 
the Stevens hotel shortly. 

Jack Lynch, Auditorium boxoffice 
man, ill and understood readying 


for a two-year absence from busi- 


~~ 

easurers Union has ‘happy days 
n Dixie,’ with all legit houses open 
and the Oriental and Woods on re- 
where policy for ‘Gone with the 


| 
Ned Armstrong in ahead of ‘Life 


With Wather’ road company. 
ke Hickey, formerly Universal 
— agent here, joins National 
tc Teen Service as promotional direc- 
r i, — of special service de- 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 








‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) did bi 

L - g 
business at Plaza (Union Theatres), 
€apetown. 

frican 
new luxury cinema, the Curzon, 


Suburb. Seats eo Johannesburg 


herniavsky, South African | 


Violinist, back from Ar i i 
. gentine. Will 
tour South African radio stations. 
Afr; to W. Bolle, 
on apg manager, reports four new 
se aragerd Opened in the Transvaal 
“C Tacting to show his programs. 
ang, American magician, fin- 


‘hed big season at Alhambra (Afri- 





;1,200-seat theatre in Hopkins, suburb. 





can Cons. Theatres), Capetown. Then 
returned to og egy a for dates. 

With reports from Johannesburg 
and Durban of big business un- 
equalled in years for ‘Nazi Spy’ 
(WB), Capetown booking at the Al- 
hambra was also big. 


Due to war conditions and diffi- 
culty in securing overseas artists for 
South Africa, African Cons. Thea- 
tres starting a search through the 
country for local talent ough 
auditions. 

20th-Fox and United Artists ar- 
ranged with African Cons. Theatres 
to screen “The Lion Has Wings’ at | 
latter’s theatres throughout’ the 
country. Deal aroused big interest 
in local show business as both con- 
cerns are normally big opposition 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Paris 


By Joseph C. Ravotto 





Francoise Rosay 
érippe. 

Lotsie Kastner, UA, returned to 
London. 

Le Triomphe premiered with ‘Mr. 
Chips’ (M-G), ° radian: 

‘Stanley and Livingstone’ 
Fox) a big local draw. 

Harold Smith off to Savoy with 
wife for winter sports. 

Forty five American picts - 
ently being shown in Paris. ibe 

“Wuthering Heights’ passed its 
sixth month at Les Portiques. 

‘Invitation to Happiness’ did land- 
office biz at Champs Elysees. 

Theatre de Capucins to unshutter 
soon under new management. 

Reginald Armour, RKO, off for 
swing through Italy, Greece, 

Leon Poirier, recently demobilized, 
to complete ‘Brazza,’ interrupted by 
the war. 

Spanish composer Manuel de Falla 
off to direct a number of concerts in 
Argentina and Brazil. 

Bob Montgomery in on Clipper 
enroute for London to do M-G pic, 
‘Dustmean’s Honeymoon.’ 

Mile. Marcelle Mahieu, French 
mezzo soprano, who handled Wag- 
nerian roles, died recently. 

Dick de Rochemont, March of 
Time, off to New York shortly for 
periodical visit of homeoffice. 

‘Climats,’ adapted from Andre 
Maurois’ novel of the same name, 
may have Danielle Darrieux in lead. 

Eugene Lemeric, dean of French 
cabaret singers, president of Society 
e Authors and Composers, died at 


With release of ‘Bachelor Mothers,’ 
Jean Bernard Derosne announced 
that-RKO has resumed normal ac- 
tivity locally. 

Jean Cocteau to create new show 
for Theatre Michel with Jany Holt, 
Andre Brule and Yvonne de Bray in 
principal roles. 

Lido reopening with Sandrini’s 
Bal Tabarin show was inaugurated 
with gala dinner for actors one- 
franc lunches fund. 

French documentary picts world- 
trotting. Five each sent to Hungary, 
Bulgaria, South America, Shanghai; 
six to Japan, Roumania. 

‘Folies Bergeres’ off the boards 
after fortnight to prepare for new 
show. Paul Deval split proceeds 
of show with employees. 

Maurice Rostand’s ‘Le Comte de 
Chambord’ will be given at the 
Theatre de Oeuvre when ‘Je Vivrai 
Un Grand Amour’ runs out. 


in bed with 


(20th- 








M-G team leads Film Bowling 
League, 

Al Stern, RKO office manager, out 
with flu. 


Henry Adrian, Hollywood film 
producer, visiting father here. 


Abe Engler to build new $100,000 


‘Murder in Old Red Barn’ in 20th 
week at West Hotel Moorish Room. 
Fay Dressell, RKO branch man- 
ager, smashed auto, but escaped in- 


jury. 

L. E. Goldhammer, RKO district 
manager, confined to home by ill- 
ness. 

Harry Hirsch’s stock burlesque 
season at the Gayety shutters Thurs- 
day (25). 

eee Se staging a Charlie 
Weiner Festival Jubilee drive as tes- 
timonial to local branch head. 

’Ben Friedman, indie chain oper- 
ator, and family motoring to Cali- 
fornia for three-week pleasure jaunt. 

Indie circuit operators vacationing 
in Florida include W. R. Frank, Val 
Nearpass, Oscar Woempner and Sid- 
ney Volk. 

Jerry Bahner, Paramount ad sales 
head locally, resigned to become 
representative for Advertising Ac- 
cessories in Milwaukee. 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 








Arthur Church, chief of KMBC, 
out several days last week under the 
spell of a cold. 





|; and God’ for two weeks as its Janu- 
jary presentation. 





|day guest 
| Music Hall. 


first week in February to join the | worth unit for some dates in Indiana 


Consolidated Theatres’. 


20th-Fox South: 


Resident theatre offering ‘Susan ‘Le Fleur d’Oranger, by Andre 


Birabeau and Georges Dolley, open- 
ed at Theatre de l’Humor with 
Maurice Remy and Madeleine Suffel. 
Producers dickering with Prix 
Goncourt winner, Philippe Heria, to 
|do ‘Les Enfants Sages’ (‘The Wise 
| Children’), with Jacques Feyder di- 
recting. 
‘La Valse de L’Adiew’ (Farewell 


Clark Gable and Bette Davis win- 
ners of the Star’s king and queen of 
the films voting contest. 

Novaline Payne and agent Frank 
Tracy planed to Chi, readying some 
dates for the singing gal. 

Ran bed g Fagg a A Ante up 
engagement at the Mueniebach ler- | yalse), pic directed by Henri Rous- 

Gladys Swarthout in for a two-| again by Rene Mesnard and Rene 

t appearance with the | Saint-Marc. 
Kansas City Philharmonic in the! | Leslie Howard in town looking for 
, ic material and tryi to convince 
Donald Novis and manager, George | Noel Coward, ok oie with Brit- 
Goodale, did a brief stopover before ; jsh censorship bureau, to do sce- 
hooking up with the Charlie Butter- | nario for him. 
: Alberto Cavalcanti, 
/and Ohio, | rector with the British government's 
| _ Jimmy McConnell, of the KMBC | propaganda office, who has just 
Artists Bureau, producing a 14-act! done ‘First Days,’ propaganda pic, 
bill for the annual convention of jin from Italy enroute to London. 
| hardware and implement dealers of John Lloyd, AP Paris bureau man- 
the territory. | ager, elected president of the Anglo- 
| of the Or- | American press association of Paris 





Lawrence Lehman, 
pheum and Rud Lohrenz, of War- | for 1940. John Conger, ejected from 
;ners, treated Missouri chapter of |Germany, in Paris for N. Y. Herald 
|Rainbow Division to screening of Trib. 
| ‘Fighting 69th’ at Edison Hall Fri-| John Ringling and Charles Bedaux, 
day (19). |Jr., looking for acts and novelties. 
|Ringling remaining here five weeks, 
then planes to London and Clippers 
‘back to the States. Bedaux remains 
in Europe. 
| Musical team Robert Stoltz and 
| Paul Abraham, signed to a contract 
lby Irvin Marks, postponed depart- 
ure to the States to Jan. 29. Jac- 
ques Companeez, European screen 
writer, also engaged by Marks, 
leaving next month. 





Plays on B’way 


Continued from page 44 











sionment, is hardly to be classed as 
‘entertainment’ in the popular sense. 

Still, the performance is so well 
handled by the three leads that it 
should have a good chance of sur- 
| mounting the obstacles and scoring a 
financial click. There’s certainly no 
question of its artistic success, even 
ithough the production has a number 


re-christened Theatre des Optimistes. 
with show worked up by Rip and 
Jean Boyer and with principal roles 


|of obvious imperfections. held down by Francoise’ Rosay, 
Fitzgerald, Miss Allgood andj);Georges Tabet, Robert Pizani and 
| Shields are all enormously skillful Pasquali. 





| players in their particular field, and | 
‘in ‘Juno’ they all have parts for | 
‘which they're manifestly suited. | 
| Fitzgerald’s guzzling, indolent father 
\is a gem of comedy-dramatic acting. 
Miss Allgood’s portrayal of the ex- | 
asperated, yet warm-hearted mother | 
is likewise aces, while the weak- | 
kneed ‘Joxer’ of Shields is no less a lo 
admirably projected. tor a $75,000 building. | 
Harry Young catches the properly! An armed Negro, wearing a mask, 
distraught note as the wounded son, | obtained $25 from Alex Gorzitas, 
Effie Shannon handles the brief part ' prop. of an East St. Louis nitery. 

of a grieving mother capably, and{ ‘Family Portrait,’ with Harold Bas- 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








site for its local offices. 


i ’Malley has some effective | sage directing. begins run at Little sumed in March, the 20th-Fox exec | _and V 
| Sean |? r ’ theatre Monday (29). Carter Gordon said, with four pictures on the card. , the ‘cokieokie dance at the Powatan. 


moments as a garrulous neighbor. 
'Aideen O’Connor manages the com-. designed sets. 
edy scenes of the daughter, but is Many natives turned away from 
‘unequal to the heavy going of the first pop concert of season of St. 
third act. Several of the minor parts Louis symph orch in opera house of 
are manifestly bungled, and Shields’ . Municipe! Auditorium. : ; 
staging is uneven. ' Sonja Henie end her ice-skating 
Fitzgerald, Shields, Edward Choate revue began week's stand at Arena 
‘and Robert Edmond Jones were all Monday (22). Troupe came here 
associated with the recent production from New York via special train. | 
of Paul Vincent Carroll’s ‘Kindred.’ Judge Rudolph Reidelberger, who’s 
and they'll doubtless have more suc- also baton waver at the Garrick, 
cess with this effort. Hobe. . slated to direct tooters at the Presi- 


~- 
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Egypt. | ¢ 


Brazilian di-. 


dent’s birthday party in Municipal 
Auditorium Fec. 6 

Carlos Chavez, Mexican composer 
and conductor, will replace Vladimir 
Golschmann as baton waver of local 


symph orch Jan. 26-27. Golschmann fi 


is taking short vacation. 


With the deadline set for Feb. 1, 35 
manuscripts have been submitted in 
the St. Louis symph society’s $1,000 
prize contest for a new musical work 
by an American composer. 


Mayor Bernard F. Dickman has 
chucked job as chairman of the 
Board of the St. Louis Metropolitan 
Grand Opera Ass’n. The mayor is 
the fifth exec to quit outfit in the last 
two months. 


Edward Everett Horton, star in 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ was guest 
speaker at luncheon held by Play- 
goers of St. Louis, Inc., that launched 
drive to obtain 1,500 members for 
1940-41 season. 


Applications are being received 
rom young tooters who are trying 
for places on Leopold Stokowski’s 
All-American Youth orch skedded 








, for a jaunt through Latin-American | 


countries next summer. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Howdy Baum band doing some au- 
ditions for Bill Green's Casino. 


Both of the Joe Feldmans’ kiddies 
are bedded with the flu. 


Clair Meeder, head of musicians 
union Local 60, on the sick list. 


Johnny Harris tossing press re- 
— for Sonja Henie Sunday nite 


‘GWTW’ advance sale at the War- 
ner nee already passed the $27,500 
mark. 


True and Trudy Wilkins celebrate 
mer first wedding anniversary next 
week. 


Owen Cleary of Fulton theatre up 
and around again after tussle with 
grippe. 

Joe Sala celebratin 
sary at same spot, 
Nixon Cafe. 

Eddie Blaine back on the Play- 
house rolls for Charlie Gaynor’s 
original revue. 

Ray Stiles leaving Club Petite 
after six weeks for m.c. berth at 
Chi’s E] Dumpo. 

Burt Layton and his Four Flirts 
back after lengthy vaude tour 
through Canada. 

Emile Boreo was out of ‘Folies 
Parisienne’ at Stanley for several 
shows with laryngitis. 

Pan Berman here for short visit 
with relatives on way back to the 
Coast from New York. 

Polly Rowles planning to do some 
acting this summer at Cohasset, 
Mass., for Fred Burleigh. 

Former Pittsburgh band-leader 
Andy Eich one of musicians travel- 
ing with ‘Three After Three.’ 

John Maganotti now assistant 
manager at Old Shay Gardens, 
owned in part by his old partner, 
Etzi Covato. 

Aleen Wetstein planed back to the 
Coast for writing assignment after 
honeymooning with Jacques LeVine, 
local lawyer. 


Schenck, Zanuck 


Continued from page 3 


13th anniver- 
ony Conforti’s 














|'Union,’ ‘Return of Frank James,’ | 


\‘South American Way’ and ‘Mary- 
jland.’ ‘Jones Family’ and ‘Charlie 


ae series will be continued. 
Zanuck Wants Extended Runs 

| Zanuck explained that the high 
number of top-budgeters to be made 
‘the coming season will be an en- 
deavor to obtain longer runs and re- 


| sultant heavier grosses out of the) 


|; American market to ccunteract the 
; drop in income from abroad. De- 
claring that despite pleas made to 
exhibs shortly after the war began, 
and a stinging letter to Si Fabian, 


} 


Along the Mohawk,’ playing time has 
not been extended in this country. 
|He hinted that a clause may be in- 
son requiring longer playing time 
for big films. 

Schenck. revealed that Fox earn- 
ings for the calendar year 1939 will 
be $2,000,000 to $2,500,000 less than 
the previous year because of the 
war. Part of this, he explained, will 





Paramount has purchased a new be accounted for by more generous , 
Plans call | smortization on U. S._ earnings. | 


! Schenck said the South American in- 
lereases will in no way compensate 
‘for Europeen losses. : 

! English production will be re- 


| Robert T. Kane, head of the British 
| unit, will start work on the program 
shortly. 

Zanuck said 20th-Fox contracts 
with all its stars, except Don 
Ameche, now prevent them from ap- 
pearing on radio shows. He declared 
the only airing permitted will be of 
programs specially set to plug the 
picture in which the star appears. 


i 





VARIETY 


Hollywood 


Mitchel Leisen rassling with flu. 
Jean Arthur back on the set after 


u. 

Anthony Quinn sprained an ankle 
| Skiing. 

Sam Briskin to Warm Springs on 











| vacash 


Bob Braun on mend from major 
operation. 

Endre Bohem recuperating from 
‘major operation, 
|! George Topper back on the job 

after a long illness. 
| W. G. Van Schmus in town on 
| business and vacash. 
| Fred Gage recovered from New 
_Year’s Day moter accident. 

Brenda Joyce laid up by recur- 
rence of old spinal injury. 

Marvin Franklin joined James 
Roosevelt’s publicity staff. 

Marlene Dietrich settled two auto 
| accident suits out ef court. 
| Steve Pasternacki appointed head 
of Paramount’s music library. 
| Lee T; elected commodore of 
the Pacific Writers Yacht Club. 

Jimmy Roosevelt stumping for his 
new outfit through the northwest. 

Ruby Woods out of a hospital after 
12 weeks following faH from trapeze. 

Larry Kent recupe: ting from re- 
cent illness, but still unable to work. 

Edna Lawrence granted a divorce 
from Eddie Durant, orchestra leader. 

William Gargan to Miami to talk 
over Broadway show with Damon 
, Runyon. 

Trem Carr and Scott R. Dunlap 
stricken with flu on return from 
Manhattan. 

Gene Fowler well enough to go to 
Frisco with Grantland Rice for a golf 
tournament. : 

Charlotte Greenwood checked in 
at 20th-Fox for her first screen job 
in eight years. 

George Schaefer at Palm Springs 
for conferences with Harry Eding- 
ton on RKO production. 

Joseph Seidelman to Mexico City 
‘for confabs with Central American 
‘branch managers for Universal. 

Henry Herbel moved in from Chi- 
cago to succeed W. E. Callaway as 
western district sales chief for War- 
ners. 

Jules Stein back from _ Frisco 
where he huddled with officials on 
,music plans for second year of the 
World’s Fair there. 


Memphis 


Civic Theatre readying 
Service’ for next month. 

‘Leave It to Me’ in for two shows 
at Ellis Auditorium Jan. 31. 

Little Theatre premiered ‘Slight 
Case of Murder’ Monday (22) night. 
Wife of Col. Cecil Vogel, of Loew’s, 
was in hospital with arthritis for 
week, 

Flu forcing switch of Helen Jepson 
concert from last Friday (19) to 
Feb. 16. 

Col. Howard Waugh, of Warners, 
and wife Cassie recovering from 
long sieges of flu. 

Eula Nelson, local dancer, joined 
Blackstone’s troupe here. He'll saw 
her in half on tour. 

San Carlos Opera Co. to do ‘Aida,’ 
‘Martha’ in English and ‘Rigoletto’ 
, under Beethoven Club auspices Feb. 
2 and 3. 


| Enrtec Madriguera pencilled into 
| Hotel Peabody Skyway to succeed 
| Joe Venuti. Venuti band doing neat 
business. 

Much talk because Katharine Cor- 
nell is passing up Memphis. ° Cornell 
always a sellout here. Hence the 
surprise. 

M. A. Lightman and _ friends 
brought home a carload of trophies 
from the Mississippi state bridge 
| tournament in Jackson. 
| Ed Reid now managing Hotel Pea- 
body’s Skyway. Onetime office boy 
_for George M. Cohan has run night 

spots, etc., from coast to doast. 

|__Mid-South Fair dates set for Sept. 
| 23-28. Raymond Skinner continuing 
as prexy, with Henry Beaudoin en- 











‘Room 











Maurice Lehmann, director of the | head of the Fabian circuit, because | tering second year as secretary-man- 
Chatelet, has taken over Folies 39,'of a short initial run for ‘Drums 28€r- 





| Detroit 


serted in the 20th contract next sea- | 





| 


| Henry Armetta in at the Bowery. 


| Max Lieb’s orch into Saks Show 
| Bar. 

| Stroud Twins dated in Jan. 26 at 
‘the Commodore Club. 

|_ Dick Tolentino’s band inked for 
Herb Hund’s Bagley Bar. 


George Pressnell celebrated first 
'anniversary as m.c. at San Diego. 

. Eddie Painsley and Bill Mango, of 
the Vocalions, off for Florida dates. 

| Rafael Mendez, ex-theatre trum- 
peter here, joined Car! Hoff’s band. 
Terry and Walker are introducing 


Sam Jack Kaufman, maestro at 
Fox, booked for President’s Ball here 
with Ted Fio Rito. 

Lillian Carmen, Dolly Arden, Paul 
‘Winchell and Burns and White held 
‘over at Club Royale. 
| Pearl] Eske, original ‘Voice of Des- 

tiny’ on air, mystifying customers at 
the Palm Beach Cafe. 

Book Terrace Room has started 
Monday candid-camera nights with 

}ecurrent ice show. Prizes awarded 
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Chattanooga Competition 


George Fort Milton, prez of the 
defunct Chattanooga (Tenn.) News, 
who has accused certain interests 
with efforts to keep him out of the 
newspaper field in that city, will face 
further opposition in his attempt to 
establish a new paper, the Chatta- 
nooga Tribune, next month. 

A state charter has been granted 
to a new company, the Chattanooga 
News-Free Press Co., the purpose of 
which is to publish a new daily and 
Sunday paper. Incorporators are 
Roy McDonald, Everett Allen and 
Silas Williams, all of Chattanooga. 
McDonald is publisher of the Chat- 
tanooga Free Press, afternoon daily, 
which competed with the News. The 


Milton paper discontinued publica- 


tion a few weeks ago after a bond 
foreclosure. : 

Reported that McDonald and his 
associates will immediately begin 


publication of an associate afternoon | 
paper to his Free Press before Mil- | 


ton can get his new Tribune under 
way. 





Newsdom Suspends 





Newsdom, a weekly tabloid circu- 
lated mostly among newspaper peo- 
ple, has suspended. Final issue ap- 
peared Jan. 13. Sheet started follow- 
ing the suspension of the Morning 
World, N. Y., and the merging of the 
Evening World with the Telegram. 
Although the staff was not large, a 
number of World people were given 
jobs. Understood that most of that 
group secured other berths. 

Several years ago Newsdom was 
taken over by Thomas O'Neill, for- 
mer reporter. It had the backing of 
Henry L. Doherty, the public utili- 
ties head who died recently. Last 
September the tab received a flock of 
subscriptions but it’s understood that 
checks have been sent to subscribers 
pro-rata on the unexpired time. 





Soskin’s New Pub Firm 


William Soskin has quit as editor | 
for Stackpole Sons, N. Y., to form. 
his own  book-publishing concern | 
with a number of associates. Allied | 
with Soskin in the new venture are | 
Frank Mannheim, Virginia Howell: 
Mussey, Stanley Kunitz and Ward ; 
Greene. The new organization is to. 
be known as Howell, Soskin & Co., | 
and&will be situated in N. Y. 

Soskin will serve as exec editor 
for the new publishing house, which | 
is to publish about 20 books a year. | 
Prior to joining Stackpole, Soskin | 
was literary crick for the N. Y. Post. | 








Book on Brigham Young 


‘One Who Was Valiant,’ book tell-| Jewish, Negro and Spanish-mades | 


might be leased, or the overhead to, 
owners taken care of, so that they | 
would remain idle. 
pears a drastic expedient in order 


circles the attitude was that ‘any-| 
thing might happen.’ 


if such were true Hollywood might 
be acting in restraint of trade. 


idle at present except for some shorts 


Art for The Cons 


Syracuse, Jan. 23. 

Every year, WFBL sponsors 
an appeal for calendars to be 
placed in the cells of nearby 
Auburn state prison. 

This year, 694 were received in 
the studio. Some featured 
nudes. They were balanced by 


CHATTER 
Lyon Mearson is getting out a new 
mag for Macfadden. 


The Glendale (Cal.) Star, a semi- 
weekly, becomes a daily March 3. 


Jackson Dollner recovered from | 


pneumonia, and has resumed scrib- 
bling. 
Olin Downes, music crick of the 


N. Y. Times, has a new bride, the | 





some from the Salvation Army. 
The prize package was a group 
of six. contributed and illustrat- | 
ed with pictures of their product | 
from a manufacturer of hack-" 
saw blades, ‘guaranteed to cut 
any tool steel bar.’ ‘ 
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|ing been a reporter and editor on 
numerous Ohio newspapers. 

Francis J. Hanson, 45, former as- 
‘sistant publisher of The Duluth 
‘Herald and The Duluth News- 
Tribune, died in his Larchmont home 
Jan. 21. He had until recently been | 
head of the A. S. Wildey Adver- | 
tising agency, New York. 








Warns H’wood 


_. «Continued from rage 1 








While this ap- 


to kill off plans for an early revival 
of production in the east, in some 


Ryan stated that he had not heard 
the reports directly, but inferred that 


N. Y. Studio Setup 
Eastern plants, all of which are 


and commercial production, include 
the Eastern Service studios, Astoria, 
L. L; the Vitaphone studio, Brook- 
lyn; Biograph plant, in the Bronx, | 
and the Fox studio, N. Y., plus a few | 
minor film factories. Paramount | 
owns Eastern Service, which is un- 
der short-term lease to Erpi; Warner 
Bros. controls the Vitaphone studio 
and 20th-Fox owns the Fox plant on 
10th avenue. Others are independ- 
ently controlled. 

While not a single feature is roll- 
ing in the east at present, and start- 
ing dates on those that are planned 
by independent producers are as yet 





| doubtful, the outlook for the imme- 


former Irene Miles. 


Farrar & Rinehart has set Feb. 15 
as the publication date for Herbert 
Gorman’s biog of James Joyce. 


Richard Reagan, of the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune, elected prez of the 
New York Ship 
Assn, 

Hallet Abend, China correspondent 
for the N. Y. Times, 
Doubleday for a book on Gen. Fred- 
erick Ward. 

American Newspaper Publishers 


| Association holds its 54th annual con- 
|vention at the Waldorf-Astoria, New | 


York, Apri] 23-25. 
Neil MacNeil, assistant night man- 





| Zelda 


News Reporters 


| 





ec 
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Swede Nielsen 
Trusty & O'Connor 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Frits 
Al DiLernia 

New Penn 
Ralph Allen Ore 
Joe Morocco 
Bob Liedtke 
Dorothy Yost 
Maxine & Starr 





Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 

T & T Wilkins 
Tip Top Girls 


pacted by | Angelo Di Palma 


Nut House 
Ted Blake 
Harry Nosokoff 
Pat McGowan 
Joe Klein 


| Alice Frooks Ore 


; Old Shay Gardene 
' Etzi Covato Ore 


Kashido Okada 


aging editor of the N. Y. Times, has; Nita Raymond 


written a book on the modern 


| American newspaper. 


for a Metro writing chore, Katha- 
rine Brush delivered a volume of | 
pieces to Farrar & Rinehart. 

Newest of New York’s community 
newspapers is The Chelsean, a week- 
ly. circulating in that part of Man- 
hattan known as the Chelsea dis- 
trict. 

Howard W. Stodghill, who was 
until recently publisher of the At- 
lanta Georgian-American, named 
business manager of the Philadel- 
phia Evening Bulletin. 

Because his publisher, Harper, has 
two best-sellers in John Gunther's 
‘Inside Asia’ and ‘Inside Europe,’ 
Robert Benchley will call his new 
book ‘Inside Benchley.’ 

Branch of the American Pen 
Women’s League at St. Augustine, 
Fla., will give a feed for James 
Branch Cabell on Monday (29). He's | 
a winter resident there. 

Leland Ross, copyreader of the 
Philly Inquirer, elected president of 
the Newspaper Guild of Philadel- 
phia and Camden. He_ succeeds 
Charles P. Polk, Evening Ledger. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Purvis( he’s 
the former G-man) have a new baby 
daughter. Purvis is now publisher 
of the Florence (S.C.) Evening Star. 

Memorial meeting for Heywood 
Broun to be held Feb. 12 at the Man- 
hattan Center, N. Y., with friends 
and associates to participate. Gather- 


: 
Before going to the Coast last week | 
| 











diate future stands at seven features, 
plus an undetermined number of 


ing of the intimate family life of | that are projected for New York. 


Brigham Young, has been published 


by Caxton Printers of Caldwell,| huddled Monday (22), is planning | tion. 


Idaho. Co-authors are 


and Mabel Harmer. 





New Adventure Cartoon 


An educational adventure cartoon, 
with novelists Edwin Balmer and 
Philip Wylie handling -he yarn, has 
been contracted by 46 newspapers. 
‘Speed Spaulding’ is the title and 
National Newspaper Service, Chi- 
cago, the syndicate. It bows this 
week. 





Book of Broun Writings 
Heywood Hale Broun selecting the 
best pieces written by his late dad 
for publication in a single volume. 


Book will carry the title of ‘Shoot | 
the Works,’ which was the name the | 


columnist once used for one of his 
show efforts. 





LITERATI OBITUARIES 
J. Bertram Lippincott, 82, chair- 


man of the board of directors of the | 


J. B. Lippincott Co., died Jan. 19, 
in Philadelphia. A son of Joshua 
B. Lippincott, founder of the book- 


publishing house, he had been ac- | 
tive in the publishing biz for 64) 


years. He was prez of the company 
until 1926. A son, Joseph Wharton 


Lippincott, is now head of the firm,| in New York last week. While he killed in the Spanish civil war, has 


and another son, Bertram, is sec. 

Mrs. Catherine Grimm, 79, prez 
of the Galena Gazette, Inc., publisher 
of the Galena (Ill.) Daily Gazette 
and the Weekly Gazette, died Jan. 
19 in that city. 

Mrs. Cora Gilbert Lewis, 73, editor 
and publisher of the Kinsley (Kan.) 
Graphic, died Jan. 19 in that city. 
She took charge of the paper upon 
the death of her husband some years 
ago, and was actively in charge 
until her demise. ‘ 

Laurits Stavnheim, 76, Norwegian- 
American journalist, died Jan. 19 in 
Minneapolis. 


Tid and Nye Tid, Norwegian-lan- 
guage papers published in Minne- 
apolis. 


Eugene Anderson, 87, vet Ohio | 
newspaperman, died in Magnoia, O., | 


He was the editor of | 
Nye Normanden, Politiken and Vor | 


Marion Gering, with whom Ryan 


Clarissa | two features and has the financing. | Awards of $1,000. will be added an- 
Young Spencer, daughter of Young, | John Wildberg, also witn financing | other $500 for advances against roy- 


arranged, has three on his slate, 
while John Butler and Ben Glazer 
are proposing -ingletons each as 
starters. There may be around 10 
|Jewish features and i7 Spanish- 
| mades turned out ¢ tring the coming 
year. 


Looking to the diversion from Hol- 
lywood by majors of a fair percent- 
age of pictures, the mayor has indi- 
cated that N. Y. should see around 
125 films made in the east this year. 
So far there has been no positive 
commitment from any of the majors, 
prior to which there is no expecta- 
tion that a project such as a cinema 
center, proposed by the mayor, 
would be built. Additionally, it 
would probably be close to a year 
before a studio city to accommodate 
the bulk of production could be 
erected. 

During the past week Ernst Lu- 
bitsch and William Dieterle called 
on the mayor, but nothing of mo- 
;ment being reported following their 
| huddles. 

Zanuck Defends H’wood 


Good pictures can’t be made out- 
side of Hollywood, Darryl Zanuck, 
| 20th-Fox production chief, declared 








|saw no reason why a few pictures 
' couldn’t be made in the east, in line 
with Mayor LaGuardia’s campaign 
for New York production, he said 
20th-Fox has no such plans. 

‘Hollywood is the same to pictures 
as Switzerland is to watches,’ Zanuck 
said. ‘You can put parts together 
in New York just the same as they 
do in Switzerland, but for some rea- 
son or other the watch won’t be as 
' good as one made by Swiss work- 
men in a Swiss shop. It’s the same 
in Hollywood. You can go through 
similar motions with similar people, 
but the result is unexplainably dif- 
ferent. 

‘Hollywood is the home of the pic- 
ture industry and has a tradition 
about it that results in good films. 
Those made anywhere else can al- 
most be accepted in advance as in- 





Jan. 17, He had retired in 1927, hav- | ferior,’ Zanuck declared. 


ing arranged by New York News- 
paper Guild. 

Houghton Mifflin readying two 
new literary fellowships to scrib- 
| blers with books already in prepara- 
To the usual outright cash 


| alties. 

Irving Kolodin, the N. Y. Sun mu- 
sic man, has revised and enlarged 
|his book, ‘The Metropolitan Opera,’ 
with material about the first four 
_years of Edward Johnson’s manage- 
‘ment, and the volume is due for a 
reissue. 

Thelma Strabel has sold her ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind’ to the SEPost for 
early serialization. There’s film in- 
terest in it as her ‘You Can’t Escape 
Forever,’ serialized in Cosmo a cou- 
ple of years ago, was purchased by 
Warners. 

After 15 months on assignment 
‘from Readers Digest with an un- 
limited expense account, Jerome 
Beafty has found 15 great Amer- 
icans who have hardly been heard 
of, and is completing a book on 
the group. 





Betty Nylander 
Dance Darlings 





Bill Douglas 
Dean Sayre 
Dick Smith 


Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 

Pines 

Ray Englert Ore 

Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Dewey Moon 
W & J Brown 
Mme. Bonaffon 
Marian Rohrikaste 

Riviera 

Billy Miller Ore 
Yacht Club 

H Middleman Ore 

Shirley Heller 

Doc Marcus 

Jack Jenkins 

M Kretlow Gls (6) 

Sky-Vue 

Marty Gregor Ore 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Webster Hall 
Michele Bertola 


MIAMI 


Club Ball 
Jack Melvin Ore 


| Harvey Koa Ore 
| Don Devio Ore 


Club Belmont 
Peter Higgins 
Buddy Walker 
Ceal McCoy 


Club Continentale 


Alex Batkin Ore 
Mary Burton 
Sammy Walsh 
Velma Raye 
Elaine & F Barry 


Club Ha-Ha 


Pat Clayton 
Johnny Mangum 
Tex Ilendrix 
Bobby La Marr 
Billy Kennedy 
Lynn & Johnson 
Nicki Gallucci 
Paul Russell 
Norman Lewis 
Teddy Coppy 
Bill Rohmer 
George Kelly 
Five O’Clock Club 


Walter Feldkamp O 
Don Alfonso Orc 
Jose Tomasio Orc 
La Paloma Club 
Frank Tally Orc 
Evelyn Clark 
Mary Roberts 
Peggy Zarrow 
Carrol Normandie 
Eve Wilson 

Zola 

Emogene Weaver 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Oro 
Dawn & Darrow 
Kwan Bros 
Wm El! Cote 
Myron Ryan 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
| George Everett Hale 
| Thelma Sloan 

Airway Club 
Troy Singer Orc 
Judy Black 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Nan Snow 
Joe Smothers 
Grant Page 
Moe and Bo 

Chateau 
Chick Chaiken Ore 
Joe Reeves 
Elaine George 
Kate Travis 
Texas Rockets 


College lnn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Duke Fredericks 
Sid Jacobs 
Roberta Green 
Tony Emma Orc 

Freddie’s Cafe 
Sammy Burke 
Hy Barron 
Lane, Edward, A 
Dorothy LaMarr 
Eddie Barnes 
Pearl Magley Line 
Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Bill Lockman 





Vance Packard, of the Associated 
Press in New York; Ansel E. M. Tal- | 
bert, of the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, | 
|and Frederick Gruin, of the Sunday 
department of the N. Y. Times, will | 
give courses on feature writing at | 
|the Columbia University Graduate | 
, School of Journalism. 
| Mrs. Helen Nolan Neil, widow of 
| Edward J. Neil, AP correspondent 


| joined the long list of newspaper 
alumni holding positions in the New 
York State service. She has been 
appointed secretary to Budget Direc- 
tor Abraham S. Weber. 

Wilson Bell of Potosi, Mo., news- 
paper publisher and member of the 
Democratic state committee, has an- 
nounced his candidacy for the 
Democratic nomination for state 
treasurer. Bell has been a leading 
figure in the Missouri Press Assn. 
for many years and has been a mem- 
ber of the state committee since 1930. 

Lawrence Dame of the Boston 
Herald editorial staff is writing final 
chapters of a book tentatively labeled 
‘New England Comes Back,’ to be 


Hanna Grille 
Mona Marli 
Lenny Colyer 
Evelyn Dietz 


| Pete Zuma 


Mack Martin 
Porkey Beans 
Don Lucas 
Toni Lane 
Mother Kelly's 
Tay Voye Bad 
Jerry Kruger 
Owen & Parker 
Bennett Green 
Jack Reynolds 


Paddock Club 


Leon Prima Orc 
Ann Lester 
Lewis Sis 
Rogers & Morris 
Pompeian Room 
Tony Lopez Orc 
Mitzi O'Neil 
Tudell & Jean 
Royal Palm Club 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Michael Loring 
Shea & Raymond 
Walter Long 
Calif Varsity 8 
Stuart Morgan Dcrs 
Rumba Casino 
O de la Rosa Ore 
Felipe de Flores 
Sunny Isles Club 
Harold Hauser Orc 
Terrace Club 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
P & G Hartman 
Hildegarde 
The Drum 
Herbert March Orc 
Parks & Thursten 
Dixie Dunbar 





Irmgard 


CLEVELAND 


Hotel Allerton 
Pat Ryan 
Al Lerner 
Hotel Cleveland 
Herbie Kay 
Jean Webb 
King Harvey 
Fuzzy Combs 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar Ore 
Stapletons 
Val Setz 
Londonaires 
Terry Lawlor 


Hotel Statler 
Richard Bone Ore 
Frances Ernst 
Sam Costello 


Jack & Eddie's 
Lilllan Robertson 
Bette Evans 
Joan Dal 
Ann Starr 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice Ore 


Lindsay’s Sky-Clut 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Harold Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 


Ted, Mary Taft 
Jeanne Stewart 
Claude Hoagiand O 


Southern Tavern 

Emil Velazeo 

Helene Gray 
Famous Door 


Virginia Ference 
Jack Elliott 





Beebe Sherman 
Major Abel 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Jack Meyers Orc 
Kendall Williams 
Sammy Jarvis 
Edith Dustman 
Dot Franey 
Iccolettes (4) 


(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz Orc 


Bowery 
Henry Armetta 
Al Samuels Trio 
Duquenes 
Jayne Lewis 
Jitterbugs 
Boweryettes (12) 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Orc 


Biue Lantern 
Frank Temple 
Alice Travis 
Glamour Gls 
Deronda & Berry 
Temple & Marie 
Lee Walters Orc 
Baidwin 


Commodore Club 


‘Curly’ 





published by Random House around 
March 15. Tome will deal prin- 
cipally with the section’s industrial | 
comeback, but will detail examples 


Armando & Lita 
Bee Sarche 


| Texas Tommy 


Glamour Girls (6) 
Larry Vincent‘ :* 
Libby Langford 








of Yankee ingenuity in other fields. 


Hark Thomas Orc 


Corktown Tavern 

Billy & Kit Carroll 

Lee Barton Evans 

Doryce & F Drew 

Arlette Conreaux 

Orlando 

Ellen Kay 

Dick Haviland 

Eddie Bratton O1< 
Frontenac 


Karyl Norman 
Billy Joy 
Bobbie Bell 
Francis David 
Bobbie Ferguson 
Don Wise 

Billy Brill 

Del Le Roy 
Dot Kay Orc 


Club Impertal 


Deta Gilmore 
Ralph Gilbert 
Jack Steiner 
Margie Mansell 
Jackie Starr 
Gene Arnold 
Cleo Renee 
Jeanne Russell 
Del Gray Gls (3) 
Sid Ward 

Nub Brown Orc 


London Chep House 
Jolly Frairs Orc 
Jo Ann Maylin 
Sammy Duka 
Havenero 4 





Pura Reyes 


from page 40 


Bills Next Week 





Carlos Espino 
Edward Schultz 


Mayfair 
Timmie Myers 
Jack Davis 
Jane Bower 
Frank Daneck 
Smitty 
Phil Olsen Oro 

Morocco 
Jay Jason 
Towne & Lee 
Arlene Whitney 
Anita James 
Freda Lazier 
Earl Bammell Ore 


Nebiolo’s 


Bob & Max Gates 
Madelin Lewis 
Charles Raino 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Inna 
Lois Cornwall 
Martin & Marvel 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Gus Howard Ore 


Oasis 
Har’ *y Stone 
Wes y & Norman 
Helene Baker 
Sammy Stern Ore 


emma 


4 Dansonettes 
Lew Fidler Ore 
Redford Ina 
Don Miller Ore 
Vocalians 
Club Royale 
Lilllam Carmen 
Paul Winchell 
Dolly Arden 
Burns & White 
Chet Everhardt 
Preston Lambert 
Rovalettes 
Danny Demeiry Ore 
Saks 
Wanda Warren 
Car-Lyle 
Bob Perry 
St Clair & Durand 
Pol Mars (6) 
George Kavanagh 0 
San Diego 
Hoffman Sis 
Myers & St John 
4 Jitterbugs 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Lynn Lucas 
Verne’s 


Palm Beach 
Ben Omar 
Mayo & Carr 
é& P Magley Dan’rs 
Monnie Drake 
Amos Jacobs 
Don Pablo Ore 

Powatan 
Terry & Walker 
Ted Leary 
Ruth Craven 


Zorine & Nudists 
Brooks Twins 
Sylvia Lee 
Kendall Kapps 
Olga Burke 

Lee Gordon Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Charles Autd Trio 
Bill Regula 
Roger Hoffman 








Manpower 


|____Continued from page 3 


advisory capacity, more recently 
also an executive assistant to George 
J. Schaefer. 

Kingsberg Meehan’s Man 

Kingsberg is said to have been 
placed in RKO by the M. J. Mee- 
han interests, which are heavily in- 
volved in the theatre end of the 
company. He has done some shak- 
ing up in that department, includ- 
ing economy measures that included 
salary reductions. 

Promotion for Kingsberg is to the 
post of executive vice-president of 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum and the B. F. 
Keith Corp., theatre owning and 
operating subsidiaries of RKO. One 
report is that added operating 
strength in the theatre division is 
likely to occur. RKO has nearly 
100 houses now. 

Schaefer and Ned E. Depinet, both 
with long-term contracts as pres- 
ident and v.p. over distribution, re- 
spectively, are both in Hollywood 
now going over studio problems, 
plans, etc., with Harry Edington, 
who replaced Pandro S. Berman as 
the ‘A’ producer on the lot. Lee 
Marcus remains over the ‘B’ pro- 
duction. 

Whether or not additional moves 
in the direction of front-rank man- 
power will be undertaken at the 
studio may develop following the 
Schaefer-Depinet visit. 

In distribution, where added man- 
power may also be on the agenda, 
the setup was shifted somewhat a 
couple of months ago for greater 
efficiency and coverage, with A. W. 
Smith, Jr., coming in on top of 
Jules Levey’s resignation and vari- 
ous changes made in the field. » This 
included what is regarded as a better 
realignment of districts, with a new 
so-called Prairie district added and 
Bob Mochrie brought in to take over 
the southeast, while E. L. McEvoy 
was shifted to a fresh district post 
in Cleveland, Nat Levy having set up 
shop in Philadelphia, also a new dis- 
trict point. Sales organization of 
RKO is considered to be in hard- 
hitting condition, though an effort 
may be made to further strengthen 
it, now that reorganization is out of 
the way. 

Terry Turner, long in publicity- 
advertising-exploitation, principally 
exploitation, has been placed in 
charge of the exploiteer division of 
RKO Pictures under Barrett McCor- 
mick, succeeding Ed Holland, who 
has been over the department for 
some time. The exploitation force 
under Turner now numbers 18 men, 
but the roll may be increased on na- 
tional release of ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ and ‘Pinocchio.’ Turner was 
for many years head of the exploita- 
tion department of Loew’s. 

Company is regarded among the 
buyers as showing marked improve- 
ment over the prior (1938-39) sea- 
son, with what’s to come indicated 
On paper as holding out more prom- 
ise than RKO has shown in many 
years. 

Schaefer, Depinet on Coast 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

George Schaefer and Ned Depinet 
are in from New York for product 
confabs at RKO with Harry Eding- 
.ton and other studio execs. 

Party goes to Palm Springs toward 
| weekend for several days of huddles 
on the '40-41 product slate. 
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OBITUARIES 


EDWIN CAREWE 
Edwin Carewe, 56, film actor, di- {a single. 


|never achieved a prominent part as 


Surviving Whalen are his mother, 
who lives in New York, and a broth- 
er, Wilbert Whalen, of San Jose, Cal. 


rector and producer, died in Los An- | 


Monday (22). : 
porther details in film section. 








OTIS HARLAN GIUSEPPE STURANI 





‘has long been Albany’s leading night 


oo 
a as 








bany, and widely known vaudeville, 
night club and dance band per- 
former, was found dead in his bed | 
at the hotel last week, a victim of | 
strangulation by food lodged in his | 
larynx. 

With his brothers, Robert and’ 
Harry, Murphy had conducted the 
New Kenmore, whose Rainbow Room 


club. 


i 
| Golden will make me show him the 





LEO GALLAGHER 





WHAT THEY THINK 


Variety Dusted Off 
New York. ; . 
Editor, Variety (if you have one): — Vantery: 
Anyway you muggs. | Perhaps this ‘What They Think’ 
I'll never believe anything I read esi alee Ge ue cee Gar os 
ever again in your rag. Now John a weekly reader I was greatly dis- 


boxoffice statements rather than ac- | eppamted in reading your’ recent 





In Praise of Harold Geedwin 
Princeton, N. J. 


s : : -, review of the new Jane Withers film, 
Otis Harlan, 75, whose retirement Giuseppe Sturani, 63, for 10 sea- | — eo penta pv J ag Pee ‘High School,’ that not all of the cast 
r terminated a career of |sons musical secretary of the Metro- 7." ,, oe > . : ; , Was given credit. There seems to 

last summe litan O A jati d id ‘Eva Tanguay and the Moore Bros.,' Morosco, did 20 grand a week! : é 
more than 50 years on the stage and | politan Opera Association and iden- died Jan. 16 in Pontiac, Mich., hos- | be an increasing tendency among all 


= - 103 : On page 49, your Jan. 17 sheet, 
; pital of injuries sustained when he | you say, ‘The legit unions are peeved 
‘fell down a flight of stairs at his pecause they weren’t asked to the 
home in N. Y., Jan. 17. He first °t€!- | luncheon for the Finnish Relief at, 
became ill around Christmas. | A World War veteran, Gallagher | the Algonquin.’ I know that’s not | 
Born in Ancona, Italy, he was an W2S gassed in the Argonne. He had | true—and you've got to print this to | 
accomplished violinist who had, been employed until recently as a | square yourself with me. I called. 
studied at the Bologna Conservatory |™otor car designer in Pontiac and/ Louis Schaffer of the International 
of Music, where he was awarded a Detroit auto plants. He was unmar- Ladies Garment Workers Union and 
music master’s degree in 1899. After Tied. | got the facts, which you could have 
coming to the U. S., he served as done if you call yourselves re- 
associate conductor with the late J. ALBERT YOUNG | porters. 
Oscar Hammerstein’s Manhattan| J. Albert Young, identified estite | Louis Schaffer started the whole 
Opera Co., returning to Italy in 1910 Baltimore legit for half a ceniury, | ball rolling on Dec. 28 by arranging 
to conduct opera in Naples, Bologna! died Monday night (22) after a brief a meeting in the offices of Matthew 
and Palermo. The following year illness. At time of his death he was Woll (do I have to tell you who he! 
found him in America again as house manager of the Lyric. He had | is—or do you know he’s a union 
maestro for the Met for three con- | also acted as secretary of the famous | man?) with the angle of lining up 
secutive seasons. Thereafter he held old Baltimore Oriole baseball] club . all the legit unions for the aid of the 
a similar post with the Chicago Civic \that included John McGraw, Hughie '—and not to borrow—a Finn! That 
yee y ys Fan aeng —— of Jennings and Wilbert Robinson. , meeting was attended by all the big 
a Central an ut merican tour | : : . _ labor mugs, as you’s put it, of the 
in 1920, went back to the Met. vine Saushter and son’ sur- | Theatrical Industry—Gillmore of the | 
Surviving are his widow, Ada, and | : 4 A’s and Dullzell of Equity, Reps’ 
a brother, Cesare. ‘of the Stagehands Union, Motion Pic- | 


—_——_-_—— 


tified with grand opera in N. Y., in 
various capacities since coming to 
America in 1908, died at his hotel 





died Jan. 20 after a long ill- 
ee the home of a daughter, Mrs. 
w. E. Kennedy, in Martinsville, Ind. 
Early in 1938 he suffered a stroke 
while rehearsing for a screen part 
with Al Jolson. 

One of the better comedians short- 
ly before the World War, he made 
his debut as the romantic young man 
in ‘The Hole in the Ground,’ pre- 
sented at the 14th St. theatre in 
1887. He later appeared with Weber 
and Fields, Elsie Janis and Anna 
Held. He played with Miss Held in 
‘Parisian Model’ in 1907. According 
io his daughter, Mrs, Kennedy, he 

as the first performer to sing Irving | 

SAerin's ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ | 

to an audience on the New York | 
stage. ‘i 

Other plays in which he had roles 
included ‘A Black Sheep,’ a consid- 
erable success in the mauve decade; 
‘A Night and Day,’ ‘A Trip to China- 


film companies to simply bill the 
stars and featured players and not 
even list the supporting players. 
Good stock players, that filmgoers 
such as this writer is, see in pro- 
duction week after week but do not 
know their names, no matter how 
many times we see them and admire 
their work in small roles. In par- 
ticular I am thinking of an actor I 
have seen many times in Fox films 
but have yet to see him get a cast 
listing. He was the garage rackeieer 
in the Withers picture, was the 
town’s leading citizen who was be- 
rated by Lincoln in the lynching 
scene in ‘Young Mr. Lincoln,’ ap- 
peared briefly in ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band’ and many other films, 
Let the full casts get credit in the 
future please!. Perhaps you would 
publish his name in your column. 
Miles Hildrety. 
(Actor referred to is Harold Good- 
win who has been as reliable as the 
‘ture Operators No. 306, Theatrical above letter suggests for 15 years, 








IRVINE MEECE 


EDDIE BRANDSTATTER 
Adolph 
once Hollywood's leading restau- 
‘rateur, ended his life with carbon 
monoxide Jan. 18 in the garage of his 
North Hollywood hmme. He had 
been worrying about financial diffi- 
culties. 

An owner of the Montmartre Cafe 

‘on Hollywood blvd. in the 1920's, 
| Brandstaiter was the friend and con- 
| fidante of most of the notables in the 
'picture industry. Prior to opening 
| the Montmartre in 1922, he had been 
'maitre d'hotel at 
Hugo and proprietor of the Crillon 
' Cafe. In 1928 he opened the Em- 
town, ‘90 in the Shade,’ ‘A Texas | bassy Club, exclusively for film so- 
Steer’ ‘The Isle of Champagne,’|“iety. _ ; 
‘What Happened to Jones,’ ‘The | Later, in partnership with Dave 
Parisian Model,’ ‘The Vanderbilt 'Covey, Brandstatter opened Sardi’s 
Cup’ and ‘Major Yell.’ He toured ©” Hollywood blvd. and sold out his 
with Frank Daniels in ‘Little Puck.’ | interest in 1938. Lately he had been 
Much of his early reputation as a | °Perating Brandstatter’s Grill on 
omedian stemmed from appearances 'North Vine street and had started 
with the Folies Bergere theatre, New 
York, in 1912. The part of Judge 
Splint in ‘90 in the Shade,’ produced | 
in 1914, was his last stage appear- 
ance. 

His career in pictures embraced 
the entire cycle of celluloid, from 
the harum-scarum days of Fatty 
Arbuckle and Pearl White up to the 
$1,000,000 extravaganzas of today. 
Usually a character actor who as- 
sumed parts of elderly gentlemen 
with kindly souls, he appeared in 
more than a score of films, includ- 


17 Years Passed Away 
With the Memory of Our Beloved 
Father 


DAVID POWELL 
GOODMAN 


Died Jan. 19, 1923 


‘ 





A loving one from us has gone, 
A voice we loved is stilled; 
A place is vacant In our hearts 
Which never will be filled. 


We miss you Gear daddy. 


JACK POWELL AND FAMILY 





‘valley, but it was never completed. 
Surviving is his widow. 





SOL MARCOSSON 

Sol Marcosson, 70, symphony vio- 
linist and former concertmaster, died 
|Jan. 14 in Cleveland after a brief 
jillness. He founded the Cleveland 
| Philharmonic Quartet in 1886 and 
later became soloist for the New 
| York Philharmonic Club. He was 
/concertmaster of the Chicago Sym- 
phony 40 years ago and «ccupied the 
ing ‘Show Boat,’ ‘King of Jazz,’ ‘Dia- 'same position when Nicolai Sokoloff 

mond Jim,’ ‘A Midsummer Nights | organized the Cleveland Symph. 
Dream’ and the ‘Old-fashioned Way.’! Marcosson resigned in 1919 from 
Widow also survives. ithe latter as 
— of concert engagements and opened 
HAROLD WHALEN a schoo] of music, which he was op- 

iets Wists 41. who wos in erating at the time of his death. 
the headliner class "when teamed } Survived by widow, two sons, two 
with Harry Jans during vaudeville’s 
two-a-day era, died Jan. 17 in Chi- 
cago following an abdominal opera- 
tion at the Illinois Masonic hospital. 
He had been appearing there in a 


‘ minor role in George White's ‘Scan- 
dals.’ 





cosson the writer. 


QUINTON McPHERSON 


Quinton McPherson, 69, 
Known professionally Mr. 





' 


as 





mack, a vet English vauder whc also 

Whalen was literally born in a the- toured in the U. S., died recently in 
airical trunk, being the son of London. 

Charles Whalen and Carrie West,’ McPherson came to vaudeville 


who, as Whalen and West, were also 
in vaude’s topflight brackets prior to 
1920. “Whalen’s first stage appear- 
ance Came when he was 5, doing a 
dance routine in his parents’ act. His Chameleon comedian, and 
career was interrupted at 7, how- that period had also made tours, in 
ever, when he was sent to school, ‘addition to the States, to Australia, 
where he remained until 17. | South Africa. South America and the 
Back in show business, Whalen Continent. He also did some film 
Went into burlesque, working as a_ work. 
wane and a straight man. He) 
s.r the latter role opposite Jack 
Bard a a few years, before Ben | 
pe ame known a. Pearl’s feed- | former for half a century, died Jan. 
be and then met up with Harry Jans |16 in Tremonton, Utah, after a cere- 
® an introduction by Al Jolson, | bral hemorrhage. For years he had 
wiiel was the comic; Whalen the | played over the old Orpheum cir- 
ond ee dancer and straightman, | cuit, and inaugurated the first chau- 
€y were successful for nearly | tauqua tour in Australia. 
years, both in vaude and revues.. He was prominent in 
- 'ment work during the building of 


r last appearance together was 
Yeahs Quilt” in London about six _ the Panama Canal and in the Virgin 
due 80. Their split was primarily Islands after they were taken over 
to the fact that they no longer by the U. S. government. For the 


peice command a high salary as a/|last seven years Walls had lived in 
Ville — the rapidly sinking vaude- | Glendale, Cal., where he was buried. 
siness in the U.S. Jans went| Surviving is his widow. 
1 in poor Coast, where he has worked 
He 4 Pictures as a bit player. | AUGUSTUS R. MURPHY 
» has been ill recently. Whalen! Augustus R. Murphy, 39, co-pro- 


this 50th yvear on the stage. 


ee 


music’ halls as Mr. Hymack, the 


ARTHUR WALLS 








stu 
ck vaude and musicals, but prietor of New Kenmore hotel, Al- 


(Eddie) Brandstatter, 54, 


the old Victor | 


first violinist because | 


| daughters and a brother. Isaac Mar- | 


better , 
Hy- | 


from legit and last year celebrated , 
From | 
1906 to 1925 he appeared in English | 


during | 


Arthur Walls, 70, vaudeville per- | 


entertain- | 


|. Irvine Meece, formerly of Hamil- Managers, Agents and Treasurers’. dating back to 1919 and silent films. 
,ton, O., and of the team Marquita’ Union, Theatrical Protective No. 1, —Ed.) 
,and Meece, died in Miami, Fla., Jan.: Musicians’ Union No. 802, Chorus_ 


4 of a stomach ailment. 
,several years 
‘night clubs. 


A xylo-! Equity, Scenic Artists, Theatrical | 
| phonist, he toured the country for | Stage Employees No. 4, American | 

in vaudeville and Federation of Musicians, 
| Labor Council—oh! and you want 


Central 


Don Searle’s Partner 
Wichita, Kans. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
I am not one to sit idly by and not 


Survived by widow, daughter and, some more? Well, try these initials seo the Devil given his due. Especi- 


son. Burial was in Miami. 





| EDWARD E. FINCH 


| Edward E. Finch, 64, president of ' 


' 


|Co., died Jan. 14 in Marietta, O. 


‘th 


| the Cambridge & Marietta Amus. |} 


For the past 12 years Finch headed ! 
e company operating the Hipp and | 
| Putman theatres, Marietta, and the 4, 


on your piccolo: AFRA, SAG, AGVA, 
AGMA. There just wasn’t anybody 
who said no on that Dec. 28 meet- 
ing, for they all told Louis Schaffer 
to summon the clan of stage biggies 


Jan. 12 to try to spur them on for 
appearances and benefits. 

Louis Schaffer asked Helen Hayes 
be the chairman of the group and 


, Colonial and Strand, Cambridge, O. | help get some of those stay-a-beds 





| 
| E. ALYN WARREN 


| 


| E. Alyn Warren, 65, portrayer of | to bring Mr. Hoover over to speak to | 
| them, which Mr. Golden did. | 
He started in! dentally, the only way Mr. Golden | Vice-President and Gen’l Mgr. 
25 years ago after stage work | got a free lunch was because he sat | Station KFBI. 

building a Bohemian Village in the | in thé east and at the time of death | behind a place card marked M. W. | 


oriental types in pictures, died Jan. 
| 22 in Los Angeles. 
films 


| he was under contract to Metro. 
He leaves a widow and son. 





| 
| EDGAR P. SHUTZ 


| Edgar P. Shutz, 49, commercial 
m 


20 of a cerebral hemorrhage afte 





| 


up for lunch. 


ally, when that Devil is my partner, 
Don Searle. 
| .,From the Harry T. Smith story of 


j|how Hugh Feltis regretted being ac- 
_cused of stealing Don Searle's Christ- 
| to the Algonk for a luncheon on ‘mas card idea, I got the impression 


that Don was not being given due 
credit for stealing a good idea. Now, 
since my copy of Don’s card stated 
plainly that the idea was stolen from 
Feltis, it sems to me that Hugh hasn’t 


Miss Hayes called|a leg to stand on when it comes to 


John Golden and asked him to try | claiming priority as an idea thief. 


Inci- 


Woll, it seems, had been called out | 
of town. Louis Schaffer spoke for | 
Woll and assured the actors and | 
beautiful actress stars that Labor 
was in full sympathy—and at least, 


anager of WIL, St. Louis, died Jan, | thus gave the contradiction to your | 
r | Statement that Labor had not been jn Yuma, Ariz., Jan. 16. He's produc- 


collapsing in the station’s offices. His | invited. | 


widow and two children survive. 
Further details in the radio sec- 
tion. 


EDWARD J. WEISMAN 


Edward J. Weisman, 38, for six 
years manager of the old Educa- 
tional Film Exchange, Milwaukee, 
and recently a film salesman, died in 
/a Milwaukee hospital Jan. 12 after a 
long illness. 

Widow survives. 





STANLEY FELCH 
Stanley Felch, 90, former legit per- 
former, particularly in early musical 


comedy and Gilbert & Sullivan oper- | .ose they weren't asked to the 


ettas, died in Chicago on Jan. 17. 
Three daughters and one son sur- 
vive. Burial in Chicago. 


HARRY ST. CLARE 


Harry St. Clare, 84, who toured 
circus and vaudeville circuits with 
animal acts for 25 years, was found 
dead Jan. 18 in his Toledo room, vic- 
tim of a heart attack. 





LAZARE GILBERT 


| Lazare Gilbert, 53,.producer OE) wiisne Vier: 


| travelog shorts, died Jan. 19 in Los 
' Angeles, 
| Widow and five children survive. 





} 

| Effie D. Williams, 67, partner with 
her husband, Charles E. Williams, 
MPTO of Nebraska prexy, in opera- 
tion of Park theatre, Omaha, for 23 
| years, died at an Omaha hospital 
after a brief illness. Burial in 
Shelby, Ia., her former home. 





And remember this: the luncheon 
at the Algonk was the direct result 
of the first meeting at Mr. Woll’s 
office—and secondly, Louis Schaffer, 


| 


or the Labor Stage or the Pins and 
| Needles Company paid the lunch bill 


‘for all the biggies. 
, the International 


How’s that for 
Ladies’ Garment 


| Workers Union, producers of the 


longest run musical show, ‘Pins and 
Needles’? Two days later, on Jan. | 
14, the Labor Brothers met again | 


28, after Louis Schaffer had com- | 
municated the offers of the celebs. | 

Now, I ask you, does that look 
like the labor unions are peeved be- | 


luncheon? Are you going to con-' 


| tinue misstating facts, like the rest of 


the detested capitalistic press—or 
are you going-back to the reputa- 


| tion for truth which you used to en- |! 


j 
| 
} 


| Kreuzer or her heirs. 


joy when I was a young man? 
Yours for accuracy, 
Dixie French. 
General Manager, John Golden, Inc. 


Tracing Anna Kreuzer 
Baltimore. | 


I am trying to locate a Miss Anna |, 
Also known | 


Yours for Justice, 
Herb Hollister, 





MARRIAGES 


Ben Griefer, to Elaine Conheim, in 
New York, Jan. 21. He’s house man- 
ager of tr > Paramount, N. Y. 

Charlotte Lloyd to Edward Wolfe, 


tion manager for Harry Sherman. 
Benay Venuta to Armand “S&S. 
Deutsch, in New York, Jan. 19. Bride 
is radio and musical comedy singer; 
he’s in the advertising business. 
Nita Raymond to Fred Edatrom, 
in Winchester, Va., Jan. 11. She's 
a nitery dancer from Pittsburgh. 
Helen Ericson to Philip Berman, in 
Phoenix, Ariz., Jan. 20. Bride is a 
film actress, 
Dolly Harris to Harry Welton, in 
Miami, Okla., Jan. 18. Bride is 


and reaffirmed their promises of Dec.' drummer in the all-girl band with 


Harry Berry’s ‘Sunkist Vanities,’ 
stage unit; he’s a legit comedian. 

Natalie Traube to Wilt Gunzendor- 
fer, in Reno, Jan. 17. He’s manager 
of KSRO, San Francisco. 

Natalie Park to Mel Vickland in 
Reno. Bride is KGO-KPO,. San 
Francisco, actress; he’s former Frisco 
announcer. 

Eleanor Zieg to Paul M. Hunt, in 
Marion, O., Jan. 20. He’s announcer 
at WJW, Akron. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Tim Holt, son, in Los 
Angeles, Jan. 16. Father is film ac- 


| tor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Eisenberg, 
son, in New York, Jan. 16. Mother 


|as Mrs. Joseph Byrnes she was 0n is Winona Winston, of Gomez and 
' the stage between the years of 1905, Winona, dance team. 


| 


} 


William G. Schenk, 42, well known | 


Detroit organist, died in 
Friday (19). He was last a member 
of the staff of the Detroit Conserva- 
tory of Music. 
son and mother. 





(deceased) and Nellie Heim, for 
'years in vaudeville, died at her home 
in Altoona, Pa., Jan. 14. 


that city. 


/on the matter. 
He leaves his widow, . 


Mrs. William Heim, mother of Bud | 


and 1920 under the names of Alice’ 
Gray and Alice Wardell. 

It is my understanding that Miss 
Kreuzer or Mrs. Byrnes died be-| 
tween the years 1934 and 1935. If | 
she died and left any heirs, it is) 
necessary that I know their names 
and addresses. | 

Mr. Routson of the Hippodrome. 
theatre suggested that I write you 
and request an article in your paper | 
Anyone who knows 
anything of her or her heirs’ where- | 
abouts should get in touch with me 
as there is an estate now pending 
in Baltimore in which she has an 
inierest. 

Charles H. Dorn, 
Attorney-at-Law. 


Mr. and Mrs. John M. Kane, son, 
in Schenectady. Father is director 
of the WGY, Schenectady, guest re- 
lations staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Czolba, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, Jan. 19. Father's 
manager of WB Model theatre, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. James McHugh, Jr., 
daughter, in Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Father is with Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica; mother is daughter of Eddie 
Cantor. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Manrguso, 


daughter, in Buffalo, Jan. 1. Father 
is tenor at Shea's Buffalo, WBEN 
and WEBR. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Ramsey. son, in 
Santa Monica, Cal., Jan. 22. Father 
is Metro cameraman. 

_ 












VA RIETY Wednesday, January 24, 1949 | 


WHO'S GOT 
HOLLYWOOD © 
— SCARED NOW? 


Do you know the full story of the ex-Chicagoan at 
the bottom (and on top) of Hollywood’s labor unions? 
Whose union has raked in $4,500,000 from movie- 
land’s 12,000 film workers? Who has the film stars 
scared they'll be “adopted” next? Here—for the 
first time—is the complete story of that man who 
boasts, “them producers would like to see me 
dead in every room.” Thousands of people in the 
picture business will be reading this timely article. 


Read 
“ALL RIGHT, GENTLEMEN, DO WE GET THE MONEY?” 
by Florabel Muir 


IN THIS WEEK’S ISSUE OF 


























